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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60

Sermon-Based Study Guide
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Acts 6.8-7.60 | October 16, 2016
Prepared by Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan
curtis@gspc.org | 562/493.2553 x115

I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38
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Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Tuesday, October 18th
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
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Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th
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Wednesday, October 19th
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38
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Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Acts 6.8-15
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Tuesday, October 18th
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Acts 7.54-60
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Christian martyr, Stephen.
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When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
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God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
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i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
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What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
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As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
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Matthew 5.10-12:
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John 15.18-25:
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g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
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How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
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b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
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Read Acts 6.8-9.
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Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
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How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:
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against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
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This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
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Read Acts 6.8-9.
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What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
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As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
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Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
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g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:
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2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
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too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Acts 7.17-38
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Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
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Tuesday, October 18th
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Acts 7.54-60

Sermon-Based Study Guide
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Acts 6.8-7.60 | October 16, 2016
Prepared by Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan
curtis@gspc.org | 562/493.2553 x115

I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60

Sermon-Based Study Guide
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Acts 6.8-7.60 | October 16, 2016
Prepared by Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan
curtis@gspc.org | 562/493.2553 x115

I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38
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Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
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d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
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e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:
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God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
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share our faith despite the response we may receive,
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This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60

Sermon-Based Study Guide
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Acts 6.8-7.60 | October 16, 2016
Prepared by Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan
curtis@gspc.org | 562/493.2553 x115

I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Acts 7.54-60
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60

Sermon-Based Study Guide
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Acts 6.8-7.60 | October 16, 2016
Prepared by Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan
curtis@gspc.org | 562/493.2553 x115

I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60

Sermon-Based Study Guide
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Acts 6.8-7.60 | October 16, 2016
Prepared by Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan
curtis@gspc.org | 562/493.2553 x115

I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60

Sermon-Based Study Guide
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Acts 6.8-7.60 | October 16, 2016
Prepared by Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan
curtis@gspc.org | 562/493.2553 x115

I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60

Sermon-Based Study Guide
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Acts 6.8-7.60 | October 16, 2016
Prepared by Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan
curtis@gspc.org | 562/493.2553 x115

I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60

Sermon-Based Study Guide
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Acts 6.8-7.60 | October 16, 2016
Prepared by Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan
curtis@gspc.org | 562/493.2553 x115

I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
Weekly Reading Schedule
Monday, October 17th

Acts 6.8-15

Tuesday, October 18th

Acts 7.1-16

Wednesday, October 19th

Acts 7.17-38

Thursday, October 20th
Friday, October 21st

Acts 7.39-53
Acts 7.54-60

Sermon-Based Study Guide
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Acts 6.8-7.60 | October 16, 2016
Prepared by Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan
curtis@gspc.org | 562/493.2553 x115

I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our series To the Ends of the Earth, learning about the first
Christian martyr, Stephen.
II. Connecting with One Another
When have you forgiven someone else?
When has someone else forgiven you?
III. Study the Text
a. Reread last week’s passage, Acts 6.1-7.
How do you understand the "division of labor" seen in these verses following last
week’s study and sermon?
b. In verse 5 we read that those present at the first congregational meeting "chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" to lead this new caregiving
ministry. The following verses explore Stephen’s role and his powerful testimony in
the early Christian movement.
Read Acts 6.8-9.
Why do you think this opposition rose up against Stephen?
When have you faced opposition? Why did you face it?
c. Verse 8 describes Stephen as "a man full of God’s grace and power." Campbell
Morgan explains grace and power as "sweetness and strength… merged in one
personality."
What fellow Christian have you known that embodied these characteristics?
How did God use that "sweetness and strength" for His Kingdom?
d. Reread Acts 6.10, then Luke 21.8-19.
How does Stephen fulfill Jesus’ words in Luke 21?
As far as we know, Stephen wasn’t present when Jesus said those words, though.
What does this teach us about the ongoing importance of the original twelve
disciples?
e. Read Acts 6.11-15.

Similarly, in Matthew 26.57-68, we read of Jesus’ trial, which led to his crucifixion.
How does Stephen receive similar treatment? Note similarities and differences here:

f. Time permitting, read through the following passages, noting what you learn about
persecution of followers of Jesus:
Matthew 5.10-12:

Matthew 24.4-14:

John 15.18-25:

2nd Corinthians 4.1-12:

g. The accusations against Stephen are quite serious (and interestingly, were used
against Jesus, too – see Matthew 26.61, 27.40, Mark 14.58, 15.29, and John 2.19).
John Stott writes,
…nothing was more sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious, than
their temple and their law. The temple was the ‘holy place’, the sanctuary of
God’s presence, and the law was ‘holy scripture’, the revelation of God’s
mind and will. Therefore, since the temple was God’s house and the law was
God’s word, to speak against either was to speak against God, or in other
words, to blaspheme.
What is sacred in our culture? Think not just about religiously sacred, but culturally,
too.
h. Stott later concludes,
[w]hat Jesus taught, then, was that the temple and the law would be
superseded, meaning not that they had never been divine gifts in the first
place, but that they would find their God-intended fulfillment in him, the

Messiah. Jesus was and is himself the replacement of the temple and the
fulfillment of the law. Moreover, to affirm that both temple and law pointed
forward to him and are now fulfilled in him is to magnify their importance,
not to denigrate it.
Do you agree with Stott’s reasoning? Why or why not?
i. Verse 15 seems to recall Moses’ radiant face after returning from Mount Sinai with
the law in Exodus 34.29-35.
Why do you think Luke takes time to point this out to his readers?
j. Again, if you have time to do so, read through Stephen’s defense in Acts 7.1-53.
How does Stephen answer the high priest’s question: "Are these charges true?"
k. Even if don’t have time to read his entire response, be sure to notice Stephen’s final
statement in 7.51-53. Then, continue on through verses 54-60.
Recall that in Acts 1.8, Jesus stated his earliest followers would also be his martuses,
translated as either "martyrs" or "witnesses." Stephen is, then, the first martus,
"who sealed his testimony with his blood."
What gave him the strength to forgive his accusers and killers?
Who do you need to forgive?
l. Time permitting, read and reflect on Ephesians 4.32, Matthew 6.14-15, 18.21-22,
and Colossians 3.13.
IV. Pray
a. Pray that God would guide you to forgive those who have wronged you or your
family,
b. Ask God to help us to embody the "sweetness and strength" of Stephen and to
share our faith despite the response we may receive,
c. Lift up Christians around the world who are experiencing persecution for their faith
– that God would give them wisdom and boldness.
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