
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I.  Start It – Connecting With One Another 

 

Have you ever received a valuable family treasure with the admonition to “hold on to it, don’t lose 

it?”  What was your response?  Have you ever misplaced such an item?  What was that like?         

  

II.  Introduction 

 

The author of Hebrews has a true pastor’s heart.  We see a strong concern for the Jewish 

Christians to whom the book is addressed to remain faithful to Jesus Christ, to not allow their 

hearts to be hardened against Jesus in the face of persecution and continuing pressure to 

abandon their faith and to not turn from the living God they have come to know through trusting 

in Jesus.  This concern continues as the writer develops the connection between hearing God’s 

word and faithful obedience to it. 

 

III. Study the Context – Read Deuteronomy 30.11-20  

 

1)    This passage records Moses’ words to the people who will soon enter the land of Canaan – 

forty years after leaving enslavement in Egypt.  What is “the word” referred to in verse 14?  

What choice do the people have according to verses 15-20?  How can they “listen to his 

voice” (verse 20)? 

 

2)   In what ways do verses 16, 19 and 20 describe the idea of entering into God’s “Rest” that is 

mentioned in Hebrews 3.11?   

 

IV. Study the Text – Read Hebrews 3.14-19  

 

1)   Verse 14 begins with a declarative statement – “we have come to share in Christ…”  The Greek 

term for “share” is “metochi” which means “to be associates in an enterprise or undertaking.”  

For example, James and John were “metochi” or associates in the fishing business of Peter 

and Andrew.  How do people “come to share in Christ?”   

 

2)   To share in Christ means to have a genuine faith in Jesus – trusting in him as God’s Anointed 

One, obeying his commands as Lord, following him as Leader, loving him as Brother, and 

allowing his Spirit to transform our inner person.  What do you think of this definition of faith?  

Does it describe your faith? 

 

3)   Verse 14 continues with a conditional statement – “if we hold firmly till the end the 

confidence we had at first.”  Two Greek terms are used here – “arche” which means “the 

beginning of” or “the first principle” and “hypostasis” which means “that which underlies, basis, 

or confidence.”  The statement can be read as “if we hold firmly to the end the basic stance 

we took and conviction we had when we first became sharers in Christ” that is, trust and 
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obedience and fully associating with Jesus.  In what way is genuine faith related to on-going 

trust and perseverance according to verse 14? 

 

4)   Verse 15 takes us once again to Psalm 95.7.  What connection he is making between faith and 

hearing God’s word?  How does hearing God’s word enable a person to hold firmly to the 

end? 

  

5)   What do you think about the following statement made by John Calvin, the 16th century 

Protestant Reformation leader, regarding faith and hearing God’s word? 

  

 First, we must remember, that there is an inseparable relation between faith and the word, and 

that these can no more be disconnected from each other than rays of light from the sun… For 

faith includes not merely the knowledge that God is, but also, nay chiefly, a perception of his 

will toward us.  It concerns us to know not only what he is in himself, but also in what 

character he is pleased to manifest himself to us. We now see, therefore, that faith is the 

knowledge of the divine will in regard to us, as ascertained from his word.  Calvin’s Institutes 

3.10.6-7 

 

6)   How consistently are you persevering in faith, hearing God’s word, and knowing and obeying 

God’s will? 

 

Note:   A significant theological concept is the nature of God’s “Word”.  Usually when we speak of 

God’s word we are referring to 1) God’s spoken word conveyed through the prophets, Jesus, 

and the apostles and continuing to be spoken by the Holy Spirit; 2) God’s written word – the 

written record of the things God has revealed; and 3) Jesus the living Word of God (see John 

1.1-18) who became flesh and blood and lived among us.    

 

7)   Verses 16-19 include three questions that reinforce the warning to not be disobedient – by 

hearing but not believing God’s word – as the people of Israel in the desert did when they did 

not believe God would provide for them once again.   

 

V. Apply It –Reflect and Respond 

 

1)    Read 2 Corinthians 5.11-21.  What role do we who share in Christ have related to conveying 

the message of reconciliation, in other words, in communicating God’s word to others?  How 

can you do communicate God’s word to your family and friends?           

 

2)    Do you have a pattern of reading and studying the Bible (God’s written word) and listening for 

the voice of the living Word, Jesus, speaking to you through the Holy Spirit?  If not, how 

could you begin to do so? 

 

3)    How can you become more aware of the inner voice of God’s Spirit and more obedient to 

respond to it?  In what ways do you need to hold on more tightly to Jesus, the living Word of 

God? 

 

For information on Bible Study and Small Group leaning opportunities please contact me 

(jim@gspc.org or 562-493-2553 ext. 112) or Pastor Paul White (paul@gspc.org at ext. 116). 


