
 

I. Introduction to this Study 

This week, amidst this strange season of solitude and social distancing, we celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus! 

II. Connecting with One Another 

In his book Miracles: What They Are, Why They Happen, and How They Can Change Your Life, 
Eric Metaxas concludes "When God pokes into our world through the miraculous, he is 
communicating with us, otherwise we cannot appropriately use the term 'miraculous' to 
describe an event." 

Have you ever experienced a miracle? Do you know someone who has?  

Would you agree with this definition? Why or why not? 

III. Study the Text 

a. Read John 20.1-10. 

This is only the second time we meet Mary Magdalene in John's gospel, the first being "near 
the cross" in 19.25. While she is included in other accounts of the crucifixion and resurrection 
(see Matthew 27.56- 28.1, Mark 15.40-16.9, and Luke 24.10), only Luke provides us with any 
background to her life, in Luke 8.1-3.  

What do you make of Luke's "introduction" of Mary Magdalene? In light of this, why do you 
think she filled such a central role in experiencing and announcing the good news of Easter?  

b. Reread John 20.2.  

What does Mary think happened to Jesus' body? 

Who do you think is the "they" she refers to? 

c. Though both Peter and the "other disciple" run to the tomb, they have different responses to 
Jesus' absence.  

We aren't sure who the "other disciple" is, though it may be Lazarus, who "Jesus loved" (see 
verse 2) and had experienced resurrection (see John 11.1-44). Meanwhile, Peter resorted to 
violence at Jesus' arrest (see John 18.1-11), then fulfilled the prediction in John 13.31-38 that 
he would deny Jesus three times (see John 18.15-18 and 25-27).  

How could earlier personal encounters have shaped their perspectives on the empty tomb? 

d. In verse 9, John writes, "They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise 
from the dead." While this could be a reference to Scripture as a whole (similar to Luke 24.25-
27, 32, 44-47), it may point to a specific passage, such Psalm 16.9-11, Isaiah 52.13-53.12 (note 
especially 53.10-12), or Hosea 6.1-3 (especially verse 2).  

Which of these passages - if any - do you think John may be referencing? Why?  
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e. Read John 20.11-18. 

Mary "does not consider the option of God interrupting the dying-burial process with a 
resurrection." Instead, she wishes that Jesus' body would continue the long process of death, 
which - in this culture - continued for an entire year. At the conclusion of a year, the bones of 
the now deceased person would be collected and placed in a box, ready for God to create a 
new body with the old bones. 

How does knowing this help you understand Mary's statements in verses 2, 13, and 15? 
(Notice especially the questions to her in 13 and 15) 

f. Recall Genesis 1.1-2.3, the seven days of God's creation, and John 1.1-18, which picks up on 
similar creation themes (also note the successive days see John 1.29, 35, 43, and 2.1). Then - 
time permitting - scan the seven (yes, seven!) miracles of Jesus throughout John's gospel: 2.1-
11, 4.43-54, 5.1-18, 6.5-14, 6.16-24, 9.1-7, and 11.1-45. 

What do you think John is trying to communicate with these seven signs? Is it intentional? 
Does it echo the seven days of creation? Why or why not? 

What do you make of John 20.1 and 20.19, where John writes that it was the "first day of the 
week"? What about the resurrection being the "eighth sign"? 

g. Read John 20.19-23.  

It's been written, "The disciples' commissioning in 20.21-23 climaxes the characterization of 
Jesus as the sent Son and shows Jesus' followers as drawn into the unity and mission of 
Father, Son, and Spirit." 

How does Jesus as the new creation send us out as new creation? What is the significance of 
our being sent in the same way He was sent? To whom are you sent? What does that look like 
in this difficult season?  

h. Jesus' breathing on the disciples "is best understood as a symbolic promise of the impending 
gift of the Spirit, not the actual giving of it fifty days later at Pentecost." (see Acts 2 for that 
account) 

How have you received the breath of the Spirit in your life? What do you think is the 
connection between receiving the Holy Spirit and forgiving others sins (in verse 23)? 

i. Read John 20.24-31. 

In what seasons of your life have you been like Thomas? How did God meet you in those 
times? How are you being encouraged to "believe... [and] have life in his name" during this 
time? 

IV. Pray 

a. Lift up our online Easter Sunday gathering - and those around the world: That God would 
draw all people unto Him in the midst of this global pandemic, 

b. Pray for all those you know who have been affected by COVID-19, 

c. Ask God to guide our leaders as they seek to lead us in this difficult time. 


