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The Apostle Paul writing to the followers of Jesus in Rome includes  
greetings (see Romans 16.3-16) to a number of people.  Here is an excerpt: 
 

3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus ...  my 
dear friend Epenetus … 6 Mary, who worked very hard for you …  
7 Andronicus and Junias, my relatives who have been in prison with  
me …  8 Ampliatus, whom I love in the Lord …  9 Urbanus, our fellow 
worker in Christ … Stachys … 10 Apelles, tested and approved in Christ ...  
11 Herodion, my relative … those in the household of Narcissus who are 
in the Lord ...  12 Tryphena and Tryphosa, who work hard in the Lord …  

my dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord …. 
 

These are “unsung heroes” of the faith- women and men who trusted in Jesus Christ and lived 
lives of obedience to him. And they impacted not only Paul, but many others for the sake of 
the Kingdom of God. 
 

Many of you are “unsung heroes” of the faith. You who regularly teach children’s classes on 
Sunday and help in the mid-week program. You who mentor students and support youth 
ministries. You who lead small groups and Bible studies week after week in which faith  
and knowledge are deepening more and more. You who quietly pray daily for Good Shepherd 
staff, ministries and members. You who serve behind the scenes praying, visiting the  
homebound, providing transportation. You who simply befriend others who are lonely or in 
need. I thank God for you and I thank you “unsung heroes” of our faith and church family. 
 

Speaking of our church family, we are moving forward  in making much needed  
improvements to the campus. The Improvement Project Phase One is well underway. 
Bathrooms by the Fireside Room and the Gym are getting an overhaul. Work is to follow  
on Zirbel Hall, Fireside Room, a new breezeway and re-located Youth Room. Thank you  
for the generous support of this project! 
 

Finally, as you may be aware, our national church body has adopted new wording concerning 
standards for ordination that make it possible for people in same-sex sexual relationships to 
be ordained as Deacons, Elders or Ministers. I would like to reiterate three things with regard 
to this. First, Jesus welcomed all people; in fact, he was accused of being irreligious and  
condemned for accepting people considered to be “sinners.” We are to follow Jesus’ example 
and extend unconditional love and welcome to all people. Second, I, our other pastors and  
our Session hold to the standards for ordination that included the call to live “in fidelity in 
marriage between a man and woman or chastity in singleness” (the previous wording). We 
will continue to hold this standard. Third, this and other decisions result from an underlying 
difference in theology and approach to biblical interpretation that we find throughout the 
denomination. This theological dissimilarity raises serious questions about how we relate to 
the denomination as a whole. The Session is continuing to deal with this. We covet your 
prayers and welcome your input. 
 
      With gratitude, 
 

      Pastor Jim 
 
 



 

 
 

Courtesy Meals 
 

When members of our church family 
welcome home a new baby, are  
convalescing from a recent surgery,  
or perhaps dealing with a crisis, our 
Courtesy Meals are available to help 
make things a bit easier. In these  
Situations, not having to worry about 
cooking dinner can be a real gift. 
 

Mary Hunt is our deacon for Courtesy Meals and she  
does a fantastic job. New baby on the way? Scheduled  
surgery coming soon? Perhaps a few meals might really 
help. Contact Mary and make her aware of the need. 
 

Or, if you’re interested in cooking (or ordering pizza!) for 
someone who needs a meal, you can let Mary know that 
too!! rmhunt1@ca.rr.com or (714) 894-5343.  
 

 

Our Courtesy Meals Ministry is 
another way that GSPC serves in love. 

Deacon’s Corner Summer Opportunities 
 

When I first arrived at GSPC, after a very 
busy and meaningful nine months of  
ministry, I mentioned to our receptionist  
at the time, “Well summer’s coming. It 
probably slows down a bit in the summer, 
right?” I still remember her throwing her 
head back and laughing, as if I had shared  
a particularly funny joke. 

 

I’ve learned in the intervening years that while things don’t 
necessarily “slow down” the “busy-ness” does back off … 
and that’s a good thing. We all need time to relax, be with  
family and friends in an unhurried way and discover the 
truth of the old Spanish proverb, “How wonderful it is to do 
nothing, and then rest afterwards.” 
 

That said, it wouldn’t be GSPC if there wasn’t something 
happening! And that’s a good thing too. Here are a few 
items that may be of interest to you this summer: 
 

Love Wins Book Study 
Curtis will be leading this book discussion of author and 
pastor Rob Bell’s new book on Tuesday nights at 7:00 pm 
in the Choir Room. This is a provocative read that is sure to 
stimulate spirited discussion! It starts July 5th and will last 
for eight weeks. You might want to consider having dinner 
at The Open Table (which starts at 5:30 pm) and then  
staying for the study. Questions? Contact curtis@gspc.org. 
 

Strengthen Your Marriage 
This four week class will meet every Wednesday night in 
July, starting on the 6th, from 6:30-8:00 pm. Childcare will 
be available. Professional marriage and family therapists 
from CIFT (The Center for Individual and Family Therapy)  
will be leading us. There is a $25 fee per couple. Location 
on campus is TBD. Topics such as communication and  
intimacy will be covered. Invite your friends! Contact me 
for more information on this one. 
 

Biblical Perspectives on Sexuality 
Pastor Jim will lead this three week exploration on 
Wednesdays, August 3rd, 10th  and 17th from 7:00-8:30 pm.  
Location TBD. Different interpretations about what  
Scripture says about homosexuality as well as Biblical 
ways of approaching intimacy and relationships will be 
presented. You can speak to Jim for more information. 
 

And don’t forget to look at the rest of this newsletter to  
see more upcoming opportunities from Student  
Ministries, Family Ministries, Children’s and more. 
 

We are blessed to be a part of a church that is alive and 
vibrant. May God lead you and yours this summer in  
balancing your participation and your rest. 
 

   God’s best to you, 
 
   Pastor Paul 
 
 

 

Nicole Eggers is our new assistant  
to Student Ministries!  Nicole is an  
energetic, compassionate and  
encouraging person. We believe  
she will be a great fit for Student  
Ministries, as well as for GSPC. We  
are excited to see how God will use  
her to impact our students.  

 

Nicole grew up in Kentucky and went to the University 
of Kentucky to study Journalism, but she a felt a calling 
from God to go into ministry. In her senior year of  
college, she left the university and went across the  
country to attend Hope International University, a 
Christian college in Fullerton, and study Biblical  
Studies. She has now graduated and is getting ready  
to be married in July to her fiancé, Perris!  
 

We are extremely blessed to have Nicole here for the 
summer. Our hope is that Nicole could stay here for a 
very long time, and she has also expressed that desire.  
If Nicole can find another part-time job, she and Perris 
are more than willing to stay longer than just the  
summer. If you know of any part-time jobs (or you are  
in a position to hire someone), please contact Werner 
Ramirez. That goes for an inexpensive place to rent, too!  
 

We know that God is sovereign. If it is in His will for 
Nicole to stay, we know a door will open up …  quite 
possibly God may be knocking at your door.  



 

 Stephen Ministry 

Library News 
Barbara Mackewicz, Library Ministry 

Radical: Taking Back Your  
Faith from the American Dream  

by David Platt  
 
It’s easy for American Christians to forget how Jesus and 
his followers lived, leaving behind security, money,  
convenience, even family for Him. They would abandon 
everything for the gospel, but who do you know who lives 
like that? 
 

David Platt challenges you to consider how we have 
manipulated the gospel to fit our cultural preferences.   
He shows what Jesus actually said about being His  
disciple, then invites you to believe and obey what you 
have heard.  He tells the dramatic story of what is 
happening as a successful suburban church decides to  
get serious about the gospel according to Jesus. 
 

He urges you to join the Radical Experiment - a one year 
journey in authentic discipleship that will transform how 
you live in a world that desperately needs the Good News 
Jesus came to bring. 

What Good is God? 
In Search of a Faith that Matters 

by Philip Yancey 
 

Journalist and spiritual seeker, Philip Yancey, travels 
the globe in search of an answer to this question posed 
the world over. What good is God in a world where 
terrorists attack tourist sites in Mumbai, where 
women and children are sold into sexual slavery, where 
a gunman kills 32 students and staff on a college  
campus and where 6 million people in South Africa 
suffer with HIV/AIDS?  
 

This books recounts Yancey’s search through  
China, India and Africa where he relives ten  
memorable occasions telling the “story behind the 
story” - revealing what he said at the time to the  
people he encountered, providing a fascinating clue  
to answering life’s most profound questions. 
 

A compelling reading experience, as well as firsthand 
evidence that faith really does make a difference, even 
when belief is severely tested! 

 
 

Change 
 

Changes can be difficult - especially when they 
are unexpected. Stephen Ministers are trained 
to help people learn to cope with the changes 
that have happened in their lives. 
 
If you have experienced great changes or know  
someone who has and would like to learn more  
about how Stephen Ministry can help, please 
contact Pastor Paul or Marie Crenshaw.  
 
paul@gspc.org     (562) 493-2553 ext. 116 
marie@gspc.org   (562) 493-2553 ext. 105 

 

Our Prayer Partners are Praying for You! 
 
 

Just a reminder . . . Many of you will be receiving a letter 
from our Pastors asking how our Prayer Partners can pray 
for you. We invite you to make known any requests, joys 
and concerns for you and your family. We encourage you 
to write the request on the back of the letter and drop it 
in the Prayer Box located in the Narthex or simply send it 
by email to PrayerPartners@gspc.org. 
 

These requests will be kept confidential.   
 

Your Prayer Partner will pray for you and your family for 
the entire month. Questions?  Please contact: 
 

Pastor Paul at paul@gspc.org; or  
JoAnn Wall at joannwall@verizon.net.  
 
 

Want to join the Prayer Partner Team?  
Email Pastor Paul, JoAnn or  
PrayerPartners@gspc.org,  

and we will include you as a Pray-er. 
 



 

 

 

Good Food and 

Great Friends 

“The Open Table”  
 

Good Shepherd’s  
Weekly Community Dinner 

 
The “Open Table” weekly dinner continues to be a 

great success with many church members and guests 
enjoying good food and great friends every Tuesday 

evening in Zirbel Hall.  
 

Drop in anytime for food and fellowship. Invite a 
friend or someone you just met! Remember that the 

“Table” is open between 5:30 and 7:30 pm. 
 

 
Everyone is welcome! 

 

To express my gratitude for the care, 
concern and encouragement I  
received from your many thoughtful 
cards and messages - and for your 
continuing prayers, all of which have 
contributed to a renewed sense of 
hope and well-being.                   
 
  Marilyn DeWitt 

We would like to thank you for all the 
cards and prayerful support you have 
sent to our family. We could feel it all 
the way across the ocean! 
 
The Benstead & Tsutsumi Families 

 

Monthly Men’s Breakfast 
 

Begins on Saturday, July 16th 
 

7:30 am in Zirbel Hall 
 

Save the date and join us for food 
and fellowship!! We will be 

discussing the book, Wild at Heart: 
The Secret of a Man’s Soul, 

by John Eldredge. 
 

Led by Paul White and Rob Kogler, we will read 
and discuss a portion of the book. Copies will be 

available on a Sunday in the Narthex. You 
are encouraged to take a copy even if you are  

unable to attend the breakfast. 
 

See Don Travis, Rob or Paul if you have questions. 
 



 

 
Children’s Ministry 

Karen Eckland, (562) 493-2553, ext. 104 

    
 

Sunday School (Pre-school through  
5th grade) and nursery care are  
available at our 8:45 am & 10:30 am 
worship gatherings. At 8:45 children 
meet teachers in the gym after the  

children’s sermon. For the traditional worship at 10:30, 
children meet teachers in the gym before it begins. For 
the Bridge gathering, children meet teachers in the gym 
after opening time. 
 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS @GSPC 
 

“FLIPT” is a really awesome program to help 
1st-5th graders learn about Jesus. We meet on  

Wednesdays from 6:30–8:00 pm.  
 

On break - FLIPT will resume on  
September 14th. 

 

For more information, contact  
Karen @ (562) 493-2553, ext. 104. 

 

Mommy & Me 
 

Fun times for the little ones and  
fellowship for the grownups!! 

 

Wednesdays from 9:15-11:00 am 
 

On Break for the Summer 
 

Call Paula Skaugstad at (714) 828-9101  
for more information. 

 

SonSurf  
Beach Bash VBS 

 
Coming August 1st-5th 

9 am - Noon 
For 4 years old through 5th grade 

 
 

VBS Leaders Meeting on July 17th 
12:15 pm in Zirbel Hall/Lunch Provided 

 

    
 Summer Reading for Your Children 
 

 

The Big Red Tractor and the Little Village  
by Francis Chan 

 

The villagers love the big red tractor. It helps them grow 
enough food to get them through the year.  But it is hard 
to use, and it doesn’t work very well.  Even with everyone 
helping to push and pull the tractor, they can’t get much 
done.  Everyone believes that is just how things are. That 
is, until Farmer Dave discovers a long-lost book in a 
dusty attic. Can it really change everything?   
 

The Big Red Tractor and the Little Village  is a  
contemporary parable sharing a timeless truth:  God has 
a special purpose for you, and you can fulfill it through 
the help of His Spirit.  It’s a powerful lesson told for  
little hearts. 

Halfway Herbert  
by Francis Chan 

 

Halfway Herbert never finishes anything. He completes 
half his homework, he cleans half of his room and he eats 
half of his dinner. But when he tells a half-truth, deciding 
he isn’t exactly lying, everything falls apart. Suddenly 
Halfway Herbert learns a lesson that he’ll never forget.  
He discovers that a Christ-like life takes more than a  
partial effort.   
 

This books helps children discover the importance of 
honesty and offering their best for God in all they do.   
It’s a delightful tale about how even the smallest child 
can live fully for God. 



 

 

“Those people at Presbytery...!”  
“Those people at Synod...!”  

“Those people at General Assembly...!” 
“Those people in Louisville...!” 

 

Have you ever heard these comments before? Just who  
are “those people” we mention when we’re talking about  
matters in the Presbyterian Church (USA) that disturb 
us? Well, except for those hired in Louisville, these  
organizations are made up of people like you and me -
everyday Presbyterians who volunteer to serve in the  
capacities needed for each group. 
 

The top leaders who work in Louisville are reviewed, 
hired and rehired in “terms of office” by those we elect  
and send to General Assembly (“GA”). These top leaders 
then hire employees who carry out the direction of those 
in the GA. Although it may seem that “those people at 
GA” have their agendas and that their employees exist 
only to carry them out, be assured that you really do  
have a voice in all that takes place in the PC(USA).  
Here’s how it works: 
 

• You approach a church, like what you see, and 
choose to join. The session reviews and elects  

 to receive you as a member. 
• Eventually, you may be elected and ordained to 

become a deacon or an elder, and in that elected 
capacity, you become one of our church leaders. 

• As an elder you might then serve at another level 
above the church, or you may be elected by your 
session to represent us at our local Presbytery. At 
Presbytery you listen, determine and vote on  

 behalf of all of us on the business proposed. 
• At Presbytery you may then be elected to  
 represent the Presbytery at the Synod level. As 
 at the Presbytery level, you listen, determine 
 and vote on behalf of all of us on the business 
 proposed. 
• At Presbytery the group elects elders (one of 

whom could be you!) to become the next General 
Assembly members. Those elected elders then 
attend the General Assembly (which meets every 
two years), and - as at the Presbytery and Synod 
levels - they listen, determine and vote on behalf 
of all of us on the business proposed. 

 

The bottom line is that it starts with you  -  a member 
who follows the Lord’s leading in these areas of service to 
the church, representing us as a congregation, even at GA. 
 

So just who are “those people”? All of us! 
 
 
 
 

Denominational Affairs 
Don Travis, (714) 521-6891 

Family Ministry 
Jim Megorden, megordens@verizon.net 

Pool Party 

 

Join us on Sunday, July 24th, for a pool party at 
McGaugh School from 1:00 - 3:00 pm. Bring your 
floaties, flip flops and a towel for some splishing and 
splashing after church! There are two pools to enjoy. 
One is small and shallow for the little ones, and another 
is 25 yards in length for some more serious swimming. 
Both are maintained at 80 degrees! Did we mention that 
this date and time is reserved for GSPC only and that it 
is free to all of you? Snacks and treats will be provided. 
McGaugh School is located at 1698 Bolsa Avenue near 
Seal Beach Boulevard in Seal Beach.  
 

Surf Day at the Beach 
 

August 28th from noon to 7:00 pm. Save the date!  
 

Kickoff Festivity for FLIPT 
 

September 14th - BBQ and potluck to celebrate the 
kickoff of FLIPT. 
 

Date Nights 
 

July 23rd and November 5th, 5:00 - 8:30 pm, childcare 
provided $15/couple. 
 

Annual Family Campout 
 

Plan ahead for our annual family campout at Yucaipa 
Regional Park on October 7th - 9th. Two group tent 
sites and six RV sites have been reserved. The group 
sites have a covered structure, tables and fire pits.  
Yucaipa Regional Park has a playground, horseshoe  
pits, disc golf, hiking and fishing. If you are looking  
for some relaxation in a beautiful area, as well as  
fellowship with friends, then you won’t want to  
miss this weekend. Mark your calendars now. More  
information will be provided soon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Church Patriotic Songfest 
 

Be sure to join us in the Sanctuary  
for a patriotic sing-along on  

Sunday, July 3rd, between services!! 



 

 
Senior Adult Ministry 

Marie Crenshaw, ext. 105 or Marie@gspc.org 

A Note from Marie 
 

Summer is upon us and a lot will be going  
on at GSPC. Physical upgrades to our  
aging buildings will be in progress. These  
are really exciting times for us as we see our 
aging campus become new again - one phase at a time.   
 

Our Fit & Faithful exercise class is being held in Zirbel 
Hall until the gym is ready for us again. The Monday and 
Wednesday classes (provided through the community  
college) will not be meeting during August due to budget 
cuts. Those classes will begin again on September 12th. 
 

Even though the Senior Adult Leadership Team will have  
a two month break this summer, that doesn’t mean you 
will not be looked after. Transportation, equipment  
exchange, flowers being delivered or presented during  
worship will still be happening. If you are in need, please 
give me a call. We will be at our table on the patio each  
Sunday. Be sure to stop by! 
 

Senior Adult Luncheons 
 

No luncheons are scheduled during July and August.   
 

Our next get-together will be on September 21st. Come to 
hear about the ultimate travel adventure - a World Cruise! 
Donna Wertz, a member of GSPC, will share her journey 
and pictures of this once-in-a-lifetime vacation.  
 

Save Wednesday, October 26th for a return engagement of 
the Crow’s Feet Band with new music and their usual great 
enthusiasm.          

 

Premier Luncheons   
 

July 28th                     12:30 pm      Zirbel Hall         No cost 
August            No meeting is scheduled. 
 

A box lunch will be provided. The speaker will be a doctor 
or technician from Los Alamitos Medical Center. Sign-up  
by calling 1 (800) 548-5559 to reserve your spot.  
 

Senior Day Trips 
 

On break for the summer.  
On October 6th we will travel to the Museum of Tolerance.  
 

Bridge Club  
 

We meet in the Fireside Room from 1:00-3:00 pm on  
Thursdays to play American Standard Bridge.  
 

Help Yourself to Health … Keeping Faithfully Fit 
 

Meets Mondays/Wednesdays at 10:00 am and Fridays at 
11:00 am in the gym. Fun & free. Open enrollment at class. 
No class on July 4th. Check the e-Bulletin for updates. 
 

 

Healthcare Ministry 
Beth Piburn (562) 598-5136 

We are having two big events in July: 
 

July 10th -  Our summer blood drive. Supplies are  
always low in the summer. Save 40 minutes on your 
calendar and come donate. One pint of your blood 
helps at least three people! 
 

July 18th - LifeLife Screening. There is still time to 
sign-up for inexpensive screening to check your  
circulation and your risk for stroke and osteoporosis. 
Call the number on our e-Bulletin to sign-up.  
 

Coming Events: Church “fire drill,” flu clinic in early 
October and blood drive in December. 
 

Parents of middle and high school students: New state  
law - your kids must have a pertussis vaccine before 
entering school this summer. Is your child up to date 
with their Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis) 
Check with your doctor to be sure. 
 

Have a safe summer! Don’t forget your sunscreen 
(apply before going out in the sun) and be careful 
around water!! Your Healthcare Ministry Team. 

 

Traditional Music News 
Dee Abell, Director of Traditional Music 

 

It is time to begin thinking about your participation in  
the fall traditional music program.  The process is  
simple. Pray and ask the Lord if He is calling you into  
this ministry. If He is calling, I urge you to listen and  
respond. After that it gets easier. Give me a call at 
(562) 493-2553, ext. 113 or email to dee@gspc.org and get 
signed up. The first events of the fall are listed below.  
 

• Chancel Choir Retreat:  Saturday, September 10th 
from 8:00 am - 2:00 pm. Lunch is provided. This is a 
good time to meet the returning members in a less 
formal setting and to learn the ropes of choir.  

 

• Choir first Sunday service: Sunday, September 11th  
        (call time 10:00 am). 
 

• Handbell Choir:  Tuesday, September 13th at 5:30 pm. 
If you want to play bells, please call Dee ahead of time 
so he knows how many bells to set out. 

 

• Children’s Choir:  To be announced with the FLIPT 
schedule. 

 

I hope this year will be one of continued blessing and 
growth as we worship together. 

Music & Worship 



 

 

Fellowship Circles 
 

 

Mary-Martha Circle  - Meets on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7:15 pm in the home  
of one of our members.  
 

Ruth Circle  - Meets in Round Room (Room #4)  
at GSPC on the third Wednesday of the month at  
9:30 am.  
 

Sarah Circle  - Meets on Thursdays in the GSPC 
Library at 7:00 pm.  
 

Check the e-Bulletin to confirm meeting dates. 
 

 

Quilters  
 

Blankets of Love meets at GSPC on 
the first, third and fifth Mondays from 
7:00-9:00 pm in the Round Room 
(Room #4). Our upcoming meetings 
are July 18th, August 15th and  
August 29th. 

 

Wednesday Quilters meet on the second Wednesday 
each month at 10:00 am in the Round Room.  
Our next meetings are July 13th and August 10th. 
 

The volunteers who meet do sewing, knitting, 
crocheting and quilting to create blankets - with  
love - for needy kids. If you are interested, please  
call Pauline Willems at (562) 498-8982 or email  
to pwillems@fastmail.fm. 

Rendezvous in the Park 
 

Sundays at 6 pm starting on  
July 3rd - Middle and high school 
students meet for games, snacks 
and a devotion. 

 
 

Urban Plunge 
 

Wednesdays - An opportunity for middle and high 
school students to serve our community on July 6th,  
July 20th, July 27th, August 3rd and August 17th. 
 

 
 
 

Werner Ramirez, Director, ext. 102 or Werner@gspc.org 

Student Ministry 

 

Don’t Miss Out on Women’s Retreat! 
 

Enjoy the beach, connect with God and fellowship 
with friends. Learn, laugh and grow your walk with 
our speaker, Stacey Robbins. Join us seaside,  
September 30th-October 2nd, at the Hilton Garden Inn 
located in Carlsbad. Sign-ups every Sunday on the 
patio or call Jan Draper at (949) 892-9075. 

 

Young Mom’s Craft Night 
 

Come fellowship with other moms and get some craft 
projects finished. We meet the third Friday night of 
each month in the Round Room (#4) from 6-10 pm. 
Upcoming craft nights are July 15th and August 19th. 
For more information call Sharyl Golden at  
(562) 429-1215 or email sgagolden@aol.com. 
 

Christian Literary Women  
 

Meetings are held the second Saturday each month  
in the Fireside Room from 9:30-11:00 am. Visitors  
and newcomers are always welcome. For further  
information contact Barbara Purucker at  
(562) 597-5953 or Marge Fleming at (562) 597-7673. 
 

July                           No meeting scheduled. 
August 13th            Annual brunch and general meeting. 
September 10th     Heaven Is for Real by Todd Burpo.  
                                   Trudi Lewis is the discussion leader. 

 

Women’s Ministry 
Co-Leaders: Carol Jaeger, cjpelican@hotmail.com 

and Louise Liewald, louise@liewald.us 

Forest Home 
 

July 10th-15th - “A Pixelated Life” for high school 
students. Cost $375. Scholarships available. 
 

August 7th-12th - “Stage 11: Things Aren’t What  
They Seem” for middle school students. Cost $375. 
Scholarships available. 
 
Other Events 
 

July 29th - Six Flags Magic Mountain. Cost $30. 
Scholarships available. 
 

August 21st-25th - Water Ski Retreat. Cost $150. 
Scholarships available. 



 

 

Worldwide Missions Ministry 
Kirk Brown (562) 598-7157 or stmci@ix.netcom.com 

 
 

August 16th for  
the September/ 
October Issue 

GSPC World Missions Members are on the Move 
 
 

 
Mark Carey will be traveling to South Africa with  
Beacon of Hope to provide HIV/AIDS education with a 
Christian basis in August. He will be reaching thousands 
of middle and high school kids in a country where HIV/
AIDS is an epidemic. 
 

Loretta Davis will be traveling to Ethiopia with Light  
of Hope training Christian teachers to teach in the local 
schools. She will be providing English as a Second  
Language training as she works with Dr. Urgessa Biru  
to develop teachers. 
 

Rachal Falco has returned home from a year long  
missionary trip around the world. She will be sharing  
her experiences with us later this summer. 
 

A few of our long term missionaries will return home this 
summer to reconnect, recharge and recommit. Look for 
them at GSPC this summer. 
 

World Missions works to make disciples in all 
nations. You are part of that mission. 

Change for A Change 
 

Remember to fill the buckets with your 
monthly pocket change the last Sunday  
of each month. Upcoming dates are  
July 31st and August 28th. 

Prayer for the Persecuted Church 
 

“Think About” 
 

The following excerpt from a commentary in a 
Community Bible Study workbook* states the 

subject with compelling clarity: 
 

“THINK ABOUT the value of religious freedom. The 
murderous spirit of Babylon is busy at work around us. 
In 1996, every three-and-a-half minutes, a Christian 
somewhere in the world lost his or her life for expressing 
faith in Jesus Christ as Savior. In fact, more Christians 
were martyred in the 20th century than in the previous 
19 combined. Yet many Christians remain silent. Why? 
Are we simply unaware? Could it be that what we are 
afraid to face in the fate of others, we fear may eventually 
confront us? 
 

We must pray. We must stay informed. We must stand 
to defend those who are being slain for Christ’s sake. 
Scripture says, “Rescue those being led away to death; 
hold back those staggering toward slaughter. If you say, 
‘But we knew nothing about this,’ does not He who 
weighs the heart perceive it? Does not He who guards 
your life know it? Will He not repay each person  
according to what he has done?” (Proverbs 24:11-12) 
 

Come share in learning specifics about and praying for 
some of these Persecuted Christians throughout the  
“10°- 40° Window” area. We will meet on Monday,  
August 1st, from 7:00-7:45 pm in the Brides Room. You  
are welcome to join us. Questions? Please call Ken and 
Anne Purucker at (562) 594-6026. 
 

* Community Bible Study. Revelation, Vol. 2, p. 70, 2010. 
 

Check the website: www.opendoorsusa.org 



 

 

Adult Spiritual Formation 
Offers ongoing encounters with the living Word of Scripture. 
Our learning about God leads us to knowing God in a more real 
and vital way. 
 
 
 
The Chronological Bible / Sundays 9:00-10:00 am  
Diane Wood, Teacher, Fireside Room. Study the events of  
the O.T. through the lenses of history, literature, and culture.  
On break for summer. 
 

Gospel of John/ Sundays 6:05 pm  
Kirk & Sue Brown, Facilitators, Fireside Room. New  
members welcome! On break for summer. 
 

The Bible Plain & Simple / Tuesdays 10:00 am  
Dr. Bill Creasy, Teacher, GSPC Sanctuary. Dr. Creasy leads 
this verse-by-verse study, working through the entirety of 
Scripture. $65/qtr. 

 

Precept Bible Class / Wednesdays 7:00 pm  
Talbot Jaeger, Teacher, Round Room (Rm. 5). Study of  
the Gospel according to Matthew. Contact Jack or Debbie 
Knutzen (562) 596-3603 for info. On break for summer. 
 

Community Bible Study (CBS) / Fridays 9:00-11:00 am  
On break until September 16th. Questions? Contact  
Sherrill Razor at (714) 828-8216.   

The love of God is a transforming love; it’s a love that enables us to grow, mature, and develop as disciples of  
Jesus—by the power of God’s Spirit. Below are some of the opportunities for Growing in Faith at Good Shepherd. 

 

Growing in Faith @ GSPC 

Small Groups 
Small Groups are a place where followers of Christ 
deepen their relationship with God and with one another. 
The following groups are open for new members. 
 
 
 
 

The Letter to the Hebrews / Sundays 7:30 am  
This group meets weekly in the Fireside Room to discuss 
the weekly sermon passage. 
 
Love Wins! (or does it?) / Tuesdays 7:00 pm 
This 8-week group starts on July 5th and will read and 
discuss Rob Bell’s new book. All are welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Many Women’s Covenant Groups and Circles are open 
for new members on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays. Please contact Pastor Paul for more info. 
 
 
 

Tuesdays 6:00 am 
This group meets once a week on campus. 
 

Thursdays 6:30 am 
This group meets once a week at Coco’s in Garden Grove. 

 
 

Mixed Groups 

Women 

Men 

Bible Studies 

Support Groups 
 

Breaking the Chains of Addiction 
• Christian 12-step recovery group meets every Monday 

night in the Choir Room from 7:00-9:00 pm.  
 

More Spiritual Formation 
 

These are intentional times to seek to allow God to form us 
more fully into the people we were created to be.  
 

Centering Prayer Group 
The Centering Prayer Group meets the last Saturday of  
every month in the library at St. Hedwig, next door to GSPC, 
from 9:30-10:30 am. Next meetings are July 30 & August 27.  
Call Patti Macdonald at (714) 761-7180 for more information. 
 

Pastor Paul White, (562) 493-2553, ext. 116 or paul@gspc.org 
JoAnn Wall, Elder for Small Groups, (562) 431-8828 or  

Diane Wood, Elder for Adult Spiritual Formation, (562) 430-4610 

Support Groups 
 

Cancer Support Group, Carol Wasson, RN,  
Facilitator, meets every other month on the 3rd  
Sunday at 9:45 am in the Round Room (Room #4).  
Next meeting is July 17th. If you have a need prior  
to the next meeting, Carol is available. 
 

Alcoholic Anonymous 
• Thursday Group: 7:00-8:30 pm, Youth Room 
• Friday Group: 8:00-9:30 pm, Choir Room 
• Saturday Group: 9:15-11:15 am, Room #5 

Al-Anon 
• Saturday Group: 9:15-11:15 am, Room #2 
• Thursday Group: Noon to 1:30 pm, Youth Room 
• Saturday Group:  4:00-5:00 pm, Room #3 
• Saturday Group:  5:15-7:00 pm, Room #2 



 

  
Community Bible Study (CBS) 

 
 

Starting September 16th CBS will begin a nine  
month study of I and II Peter, Daniel and  

Colossians for ALL interested women.  
 

Registration is on a first-come basis.  
 

CBS also offers a pre-school, primary and  
junior program for children. Space is limited.  

 

Registration fees:  
Adults - $25.00 

Children - $10.00 
 

 

For information contact Sherrill Razor 
at (714) 828-8216. 

 

 
Congratulations To  

Our Graduates! 
 
 

High School 
 
 

Los Alamitos High School 
 

Kristin Butcher - San Diego State University 
 

Nathanael “Nate” Mosbaugh - Golden West College 
 
 
 

College 
 

Bachelors Degree 
 

Robert “R.J.” Atkinson - Bachelor of Science in  
Mechanical Engineering from California Polytechnic 
State University, San Luis Obispo 
 
 

Masters Degree 
 

Jessica Knutzen - Masters of Divinity in Worship, 
Theology and the Arts from Fuller Theological  
Seminary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, I know the title of this article is taken from a Clint 
Eastwood movie, a movie that was probably a summer 
box office hit in its time.  Instead I was thinking that 
summer is almost here and it was time to make one of my 
lists … not grocery, not “to-do”, but a list for summer of 
the good and the bad for this season. 
 
 Good    Bad 
 
Summer Festivals/  Long Lines/Crowds 
Concerts 
 

Being Tan   Swimsuit Season 
 

Heat    Sunburn 
 

Gardening   Bug Bites 
 

BBQ’s    Wildfires 
 
My good and bad list seems a bit trivial in comparison to 
the uncertainty of the world we live in. I call this my 
“Ugly” list.  The recent tornadoes that caused devastation 
in the Midwest, earthquakes throughout the world that 
continue to increase, the wars that are raging in the  
Middle East, the uncertain economy, the high  
unemployment rate … the “Ugly” list just keeps on  
getting uglier every day ! 
 

But in the midst of everything around us, when good 
times turn to bad or even ugly, God is always with us.  
No matter what happens each day, God is always by our 
side.  God never promised that we would escape life’s 
trials and tribulations.  He told us that we would  
experience these things.  But He also gave us a promise 
that in Him we would overcome whatever situations we 
faced. (John 16:33) 
 

As believers in Jesus Christ, we can trust our Savior and 
turn to him as He walks beside us on our journey 
through life.  God cares for us.  He also encourages us as 
Christians to worship together, pray together, learn His 
word together and reach out to others so that they might 
know Him.  I know I have personally found peace in  
being in a small group where we do all of these things 
together.  It makes my journey through the good, the bad 
and sometimes the ugly a little more bearable. 
 

If you are interested in joining one of our many small 
groups, please contact Pastor Paul White at  
(562) 493-2553 ext. 116 or JoAnn Wall at (562) 431-8828. 

 

The Good, The Bad and the Ugly 
Submitted by Barbara Bannister,  

Small Group Ministry Team 



 

 

 

Good Shepherd exists to  
make disciples of Jesus Christ who: 

 
Connect with God 

 
Grow in Faith 

 
Serve in Love 

 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

8:45  am   Praise Team worship 
with communion monthly 

10:30 am  Choir-led worship with 
communion monthly 

10:30 am [the Bridge] Emerging 
 worship with praise band in  
 Zirbel Hall with communion 
 weekly 
 

Children’s Ministry  
 

Sunday School (Preschool thru 
5th grade) and nursery care are 

available at the 8:45 am and  
10:30 am services 

 

Children meet teachers in the 
gym after the Children’s Sermon 

at the 8:45 am service 
 

Children meet teachers in the 
gym before the Traditional 
service begins at 10:30 am 

 

Children meet teachers in the 
gym after opening time of 

worship at the Bridge service 
at 10:30 am 

 
 

 
 

 


