
  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

I .   Start It – Connecting With One Another 
 

The poet Dante wrote in his Divine Comedy - The Inferno, "without hope, human beings live 
on only in desire."  How important do you think it is for one to have hope? 
 
II .   Introduction 
 

Advent is a time to rehearse the events surrounding the advent or arrival of Jesus, the 
Messiah.  It is a time to rehearse these events by entering into the longing of the people of 
Israel for a deliverer, for the Messiah to come and establish the governance of God on earth.  
For hundreds of years this yearning went unmet until some signs of God's activity began to 
appear.  The story begins with a couple - Zechariah and Elizabeth - who held to the hope 
that one day God would act, the Messiah would appear, and God's people would be saved. 
 
I I I .   Study the Text – Read Isaiah 64.1-9 
 

1)    These verses are part of the second half of Isaiah in which the prophet speaks many 
words of encouragement and comfort to Israel.  Despite the imminent threat of 
annihilation and captivity at the hands of the Assyrian Empire the people are given the 
promise of God's presence, deliverance, and restoration.  How do these verses convey 
the fundamental hope of Israel?  What do they convey about 1) God's faithfulness and 2) 
the longing of the peoples' hearts? 

 

IV.  Study the Text – Read Luke 1.5-25 
 

1)    Notice how Zechariah and Elizabeth are described in verses 5 and 6.  Compare this to 
verse 7.  Do you find it difficult to connect the two?  In other words, do you find it 
difficult to think that persons who are "upright in the sight of God" would also 
experience things like barrenness (a particularly disgraceful circumstance in that culture 
- see verse 25), or grief, or failure in a career, or significant financial loss, or have other 
significant disappointments in life?  Why or why not? 

 

3)   Verses 8 through 10 set the stage for an amazing encounter.  Zechariah is selected to 
take fresh incense into the holy place and put it in the altar of incense, to indicate the 
prayers of the people being sent heavenward.  This was a rare and special assignment 
for a priest.  Verse 10 suggests it happened during a worship gathering.  With Isaiah 64 in 
mind, what do you imagine was included in the prayers of the gathered worshippers?   

 

4)    "Then..."  Verses 11 through 13 describe some surprising events.  An angel of the Lord 
(remember "angel" is from the Greek work "angelos" that means "messenger") delivers a 
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startling message to Zechariah.  What do you think caused him to fear (verse 12)?  What 
do you think was the prayer Zechariah and Elizabeth prayed that "has been heard?"  Was 
it only a prayer to have a child (remember the description in verse 7)? 

  

5)    Verses 14 through 17 reveal  more about this promised child.  How will the child be a 
blessing to Zechariah and Elizabeth?  How will he be a blessing to the entire world (or all 
nations)?    What will his primary role be according to verses 16 and 17?   

 

6)    God blessed Zechariah and Elizabeth with a child.  How much of this was a blessing 
solely for them and how much was it a blessing for all the world?  When you think about 
God's blessings in your life do you see them as being just for you or do you see them as 
a means of blessing others?    

 

7)   How does the description of the child's activity in verses 15 through 17 begin to stir the 
hope that God was on the move, that deliverance was imminent, that the Messiah was 
on his way?  

 

8)   Verses 18 through 25 chronicle the events following the angel's announcement to 
Zechariah.  He first asks for some assurance regarding the promise of a child - a 
seemingly reasonable request.  It is, however, taken as distrust and he is rendered mute.  
In what ways are you like Zechariah - hearing God's word but reluctant to trust in it? 

 

9)   Finally, notice the various forms of "heralding" God's message.  First it is the angel 
(messenger) Gabriel who comes form heaven with the message for Zechariah and 
Elizabeth.  Then Zechariah in spite of his muteness heralds that God has done 
something.   At the end we hear Elizabeth heralding the things God has done for her.  In 
what ways are you a herald of hope who conveys the message that the Messiah has 
arrived? 

 
V.  Apply It –Reflect and Respond 
 

1)    Reflect on the things for which you pray.  How much of your prayer is for something 
that would bless your life or meet some need that you have?  How much of your prayer 
has to do with others being blessed or having their needs met?   

 

2)   The prayer of Zechariah and Elizabeth was far more than just to have a baby, it was a 
prayer for hope fulfilled - for the Messiah to come into the world.  The gift of a child 
proved to be a blessing to them (and to remove the disgrace and difficulty of 
barrenness) but it went far beyond.  How does this motivate you to pray for people in 
places where there is little exposure to the gospel?  For your own family, children, 
grandchildren, neighbors to be blessed with a relationship with Jesus?   

 

3)   Reflect on the ways you herald the good news about Jesus to others close to you.  Are 
there ways you could be a herald of hope this Advent Season?   

 
 


