
 

 

I. Introduction to this Study 
The mission of Good Shepherd, our entire raison d'être, is to “invite all people to grow 
into a Christ-centered life in God’s family.” And so, after the past two years, with so 
much that has changed, we’re asking the question, how can we stay “on mission”? 

In previous weeks, we have reflected on how we were invited to Jesus, that we are now 
called to invite others to Him, and even asked who the people are in our networks and 
neighborhoods that we can invite. In this study we turn our attention to this question: 
What are we inviting others to? 

II. Connecting with One Another 

Think back to your childhood: What did you want to be when you grew up? 

Did your dreams become a reality? Why or why not? 

When did you realize they would – or would not? 

III. Study the Text 

a. Read Mark 8.14-21. 

In verse 21, Jesus asks, “Do you still not understand?” After reading these verses, what 
do you think his disciples had misunderstood? 

b. In verses 17-18, Jesus quotes Jeremiah 5.21, but does not continue onto verse 22, 
which reads, “Should you not fear me?” declares the Lord. “Should you not tremble in 
my presence?” 

Why do you think Jesus stopped short of quoting verse 22? What is Jesus trying to get 
his disciples to see? Why are they unable to see it?  

What does that have to do with other religious groups like the Pharisees or political 
rulers like Herod?  

What clouds our vision from seeing what Jesus wants us to see? 

c. Read Mark 8.22-26. 

Arriving in Bethsaida was a homecoming for Andrew, Philip, and Simon Peter, but our 
attention is diverted away from the disciples for a few verses, to an unnamed blind man 
brought by “some people” who begged Jesus to touch him. 

Why do you think Jesus led the man away, to outside the village? And why would Jesus 
send him home, but instruct him to stay out of the village? 
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d. What happens after Jesus tries to heal this man the first time? What happens after the 
second time? 

e. One commentator writes, “This two-stage miracle is not just about the gift of sight. It is 
ultimately about the gift of perception… Jesus can confer the gift of making sense of 
what we see.” 

When has God given you clarity, helping you make sense of what you see? 

f. Read Mark 8.27-30. 

Note that Jesus leads his disciples from Andrew, Philip, and Simon Peter’s hometown 
to Caesarea Philippi, almost 70 miles away. In their day, a prominent temple had 
recently been built and dedicated there to the newest pagan ‘god,’ the Roman 
Emperor Herod. 

What insight does this give you to the reason for their journey? Why would Jesus go 
there to ask them this question? 

g. Read Mark 8.31-38. 

What do you think is going on here? Why does Simon Peter call Jesus the “Messiah” 
but then rebuke Him? 

And what does all this have to do with the blind man in Bethsaida? Why does Mark tell 
us that story, then immediately tell us this story? 

h. N.T. Wright ties it all together for us: “A Messiah announcing God’s kingdom was a 
challenge to Rome itself… Jesus immediately starts on the next phase in his teaching 
programme, and the disciples turn out to be just as slow on the uptake as they were 
with the first part.” 

Where do you “see people” who “look like trees walking around”? 

Where do you need another anointing, healing touch from God to see clearly?  

i. Read Philippians 3.12-16. 

What is the goal Paul strains toward? How can that reframe what we’re “growing up to 
be”? 

IV. Pray 

a. Ask God to reveal the things you don’t yet see clearly – and for the grace to wait on his 
healing touch. 

b. Pray for God’s ongoing sanctification, making you more and more like Jesus. 

c. Lift up those you know whom God is equipping you to invite into His family. 

V. Digging Deeper 

a. Could Jesus have thought of the questions in Jeremiah 5.21 because the rest of 
Jeremiah 5.23-31 reminded him of the Pharisees and Herod!? 


