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I. Introduction to this Study
This week we continue our summer series Pray Like Jesus, turning our attention
to the petition, "Give us this day our daily bread."
II. Connecting with One Another
What's your favorite food? Like, what do you make (or order!) when it's your
birthday?
III. Study the Text
a. Read Matthew 6.9-11. Remembering that the Lord's Prayer was meant to be a
pattern for our prayers, spend some time praying each line in your own words. If
it helps, write down your prayers in the space provided below:
Our Father in heaven _________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
hallowed be your name _______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
your kingdom come __________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven ______________________________
___________________________________________________________________
b. Notice: Praying like Jesus requires that we put God's glory, kingdom, and will
ahead of our own desires. It's not until halfway through the prayer that we are
instructed to pray for our own needs!
Have you ever rushed into prayer like that, asking things from God before
basking in the presence of God? Are there certain requests that prompt you to
pray that way?
c. A common way of structuring our prayers is the ACTS acrostic: Adoration,
Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication. That is, we start by praising God for
who He is, then we confess our sins, then we thank God for His forgiveness and
the other blessings He's poured into our lives, and only last do we ask God to
meet our needs.
How would praying this way change your prayer life? How would you praise God
today? What would you confess? What would you thank Him for? What would
you ask for?

d. In this fourth petition, "Give us today our daily bread," we ask God for a gift. In
our culture, however, we speak of "breadwinners" - that is, someone who
provides the means by which we can go to the grocery store to purchase food.
Why, then, should we ask God for the gift of bread?
e. A student who was staying at a Trappist monastery once interrupted the silence
of the evening meal to ask, "Hey, did we make this bread or did someone give it
to us?" One of the monks responded simply, "Yes."
What do you think of that response? How does it speak to the earlier question of
whether we should ask God for something we can buy ourselves?
f. R.C. Sproul writes that "in His providence, [God] makes the crops grow, He
makes the rains fall, and He provides what we need for clothing and homes... it is
important to note that there is a synergistic relationship between divine
providence and our own labor... God typically works through means, and He
normally provides through the means of labor." Do you agree? Why or why not?
Maltbie Babcock put it this way:
Back of the loaf is the snowy flour,
And back of the flour is the mill;
And back of the mill is the wheat, sun and shower,
And the farmer and the Father's will.
g. There is significant scholarly debate whether the Greek word daily here refers to
the present day or the coming day. Have you heard any discussion that leads to
you believe one way or the other? If you're working through this study in a
group, be sure to share your thoughts.
h. Jesus' original hearers would have no doubt recalled their ancestors' exodus
wandering, wherein God provided manna for them to eat.
Read Exodus 16. How does this passage speak to praying for bread "daily"? Why
is that important?
i. Jesus' ministry built upon the significance of God's provision in other ways as
well.
Read Isaiah 25.6-8. N.T. Wright notes, "The banquet, the party, is a sign that God
is acting at last, to rescue his people and wipe away all tears from all eyes."
Now turn to Matthew 11.16-19, where Jesus responds to His critics, who criticize
His own dining practices.
What have these two passages to do with one another? Why do you think Jesus
criticizes "this generation" of those who just don't get it (verse 17)? What is it
they're missing!?
j. Commenting on the above passages, N.T. Wright continues,
Jesus as a 'glutton and a winebibber' was a way of saying: he is being
profoundly disloyal to our traditions; he deserves to die... But Jesus was
following the agenda set out in the Lord's Prayer. He wasn't a rebellious son;

he was loyal to the one he called 'Father'. His eating and drinking with his
motley collection of friends was a deliberate sign of the Kingdom. His parties
weren't simply a matter of cracking open another bottle for the sake of it; and
the prayer to the Father for daily bread was part of his wider and deeper
agenda... The banquet, the party, is a sign that God is acting at last, to rescue
his people and wipe away all tears from all eyes... 'Give us this day our daily
bread' means, in this setting, 'Let the party continue.'
Do you agree? Why or why not?
k. This petition also reminds us of the Lord's Supper, where we receive Bread from
Jesus, who is the Bread of Life (see John 6). How could our praying for "daily
bread" and receiving the Bread of Life on Sunday morning transform how we
consume the "regular ol'" bread we eat on Monday at noon?
l. Read Matthew 25.31-46. How does Jesus here instruct us to extend his "wider
and deeper agenda" discussed above? What one way could you join Him in this
Kingdom work this week?
IV. Pray
a. Lift up 5 year-old Brooks Vogt, a member of our church family, who underwent a
significant surgery on Thursday, thanking God for a successful procedure and
praying for his full recovery,
b. Thank God for all the ways He has provided you with daily bread (which means
not only thanking Him for bread!),
c. Confess the ways you may have squandered or wasted previous days' bread,
d. Pray that we would be and continue to become utterly depended upon God's
provision.
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And back of the flour is the mill;
And back of the mill is the wheat, sun and shower,
And the farmer and the Father's will.
g. There is significant scholarly debate whether the Greek word daily here refers to
the present day or the coming day. Have you heard any discussion that leads to
you believe one way or the other? If you're working through this study in a
group, be sure to share your thoughts.
h. Jesus' original hearers would have no doubt recalled their ancestors' exodus
wandering, wherein God provided manna for them to eat.
Read Exodus 16. How does this passage speak to praying for bread "daily"? Why
is that important?
i. Jesus' ministry built upon the significance of God's provision in other ways as
well.
Read Isaiah 25.6-8. N.T. Wright notes, "The banquet, the party, is a sign that God
is acting at last, to rescue his people and wipe away all tears from all eyes."
Now turn to Matthew 11.16-19, where Jesus responds to His critics, who criticize
His own dining practices.
What have these two passages to do with one another? Why do you think Jesus
criticizes "this generation" of those who just don't get it (verse 17)? What is it
they're missing!?
j. Commenting on the above passages, N.T. Wright continues,
Jesus as a 'glutton and a winebibber' was a way of saying: he is being
profoundly disloyal to our traditions; he deserves to die... But Jesus was
following the agenda set out in the Lord's Prayer. He wasn't a rebellious son;

he was loyal to the one he called 'Father'. His eating and drinking with his
motley collection of friends was a deliberate sign of the Kingdom. His parties
weren't simply a matter of cracking open another bottle for the sake of it; and
the prayer to the Father for daily bread was part of his wider and deeper
agenda... The banquet, the party, is a sign that God is acting at last, to rescue
his people and wipe away all tears from all eyes... 'Give us this day our daily
bread' means, in this setting, 'Let the party continue.'
Do you agree? Why or why not?
k. This petition also reminds us of the Lord's Supper, where we receive Bread from
Jesus, who is the Bread of Life (see John 6). How could our praying for "daily
bread" and receiving the Bread of Life on Sunday morning transform how we
consume the "regular ol'" bread we eat on Monday at noon?
l. Read Matthew 25.31-46. How does Jesus here instruct us to extend his "wider
and deeper agenda" discussed above? What one way could you join Him in this
Kingdom work this week?
IV. Pray
a. Lift up 5 year-old Brooks Vogt, a member of our church family, who underwent a
significant surgery on Thursday, thanking God for a successful procedure and
praying for his full recovery,
b. Thank God for all the ways He has provided you with daily bread (which means
not only thanking Him for bread!),
c. Confess the ways you may have squandered or wasted previous days' bread,
d. Pray that we would be and continue to become utterly depended upon God's
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l. Read Matthew 25.31-46. How does Jesus here instruct us to extend his "wider
and deeper agenda" discussed above? What one way could you join Him in this
Kingdom work this week?
IV. Pray
a. Lift up 5 year-old Brooks Vogt, a member of our church family, who underwent a
significant surgery on Thursday, thanking God for a successful procedure and
praying for his full recovery,
b. Thank God for all the ways He has provided you with daily bread (which means
not only thanking Him for bread!),
c. Confess the ways you may have squandered or wasted previous days' bread,
d. Pray that we would be and continue to become utterly depended upon God's
provision.

