
 

 

I. Introduction to this Study 
This week we continue our series On Mission, seeking an answer to the question, 
“What exactly are we doing here?” 

As we began this series last week, we thought through Jesus’ question, “What do 
you want?” in John 1.38. After seeing how Jesus engages our deepest desires, we 
continue working through John 1 this week, thinking about how we can invite 
others to “come and see.” 

II. Connecting with One Another 

Think of a time when you were invited by someone to go somewhere or do 
something with them.  

What comes to mind? Why do you think you remember that particular invitation? 
What stands out to you about it? 

III. Study the Text 

a. Read John 1.35-42. 

These verses reengage part of last week’s study. Recall that the word for “staying” 
can also be translated “remain” or “abide” – a very significant word in John’s 
gospel, where it is used 33 different times! 

For instance, read John 15.1-17, noting all the times you see the word “remain” or 
“abide.” How many can you count? According to this passage, what does it mean 
to remain or abide in Jesus? 

b. As we saw in last Sunday’s message, John 1 includes a number of various titles for 
Jesus: The Eternal Word, Son of God, Messiah, King of Israel, Son of Man, and 
Lamb of God. 

What do John’s two disciples call Jesus in verse 38? What does Andrew call Him in 
verse 41? What is the difference between these two titles?  

What happened in between these two interactions? What does it tell us about 
coming to believe in Jesus as the Messiah? 

c. Reread verses 41-42.  
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What two things does Andrew do in response to his newfound faith in Jesus as the 
Messiah? How can you better follow his example? 

What does Jesus say to Simon in response to Andrew’s newfound faith? 

d. In Matthew 16, Jesus tells Simon Peter, Andrew’s brother, “I tell you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it.” (Peter means “stone” or “rock”) 

In other words, Peter was given a very significant role in the proclamation of the 
gospel. What about Andrew? What did he do? 

How does what Andrew did reshape our perspective on inviting others to “come 
and see” the good news of Jesus? 

e. Read John 1.43-46. 

How are Philip and Nathanael’s reactions to Jesus different? 

Which was your initial response to Jesus most similar to – Philip’s or Nathanael’s? 
Why? 

f. In what ways do people you know echo Nathanael’s skepticism about matters of 
faith? 

How does Philip echo Jesus’ invitation? 

g. Read John 1.47-51. 

How does Nathanael respond to Philip’s invitation? Why do you think he does so? 

h. Verses 47-51 have a fascinating subplot, just beneath the surface. At face value, 
John wants us to see how Nathanael, at first a skeptic, came to believe in Jesus as 
“the Son of God” and “the King of Israel.” 

What we might miss however, in verse 47, is Jesus’ clever way of comparing 
Nathanael with Jacob, the ancestor of the Jews, who tricked his own brother (in 
Genesis 25-28). Because of Jacob’s vision of angels descending and ascending on a 
ladder in a particular place, he named it Bethel, “God’s house” (as if God “lived” in 
one particular place – like Nathanael questions Jesus’ geographical location). 

Thus, verses 50-51! As N.T. Wright explains, “When you’re with Jesus, it is as 
though you’re in the house of God, the Temple itself, with God’s angels coming 
and going, and God’s own presence there beside you. That promise, of course, 
remains as true today as it was then.” 

IV. Pray 

a. Lift up those you know who have yet to “come and see” the good news of Jesus. 

b. Pray that God would equip you to “bring them to Jesus” (like Andrew in verse 42)! 


