
 

 

I. Introduction to this Study 
We continue On Mission, our sermon series exploring the purpose of Good 
Shepherd, to invite all people to grow into a Christ-centered life in God’s family. 
As we’ve seen in Luke 6.13-16 the past two weeks, even Jesus “looked up” to His 
Father and “leaned in” to community with his disciples. This week, we’ll engage 
what it means to “lead out” in mission to the world around us, in verses 17-19.  

Remember: Being centered in Christ calls us to the same rhythms as Christ. Looking 
up, leaning in, and leading out. 

II. Connecting with One Another 

In his book Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling, author Andy Crouch 
writes about a little experiment he undertook. He wanted to understand our use of 
the term “change the world.” 

First, he searched the 1.5 million titles in the Harvard University library system 
published before 1900. Guess how many of those 1.5 million books included a 
reference to one of the above phrases? That’s right: Zero. Then, he searched the 
phrases on Google. Guess how many hits he got. You’re right! 870 million. (Now 
that it’s 2022, I just tried again and got over 4.3 billion, including a song by Eric 
Clapton) 

As Andy Crouch concludes, “We moderns certainly can’t be accused of lacking self-
confidence. The explosion of books about ‘changing the world’ fits our self-image – 
we are world changers.” 

But, let’s ask ourselves, how are those centered in Christ supposed to go about 
changing the world? 

III. Study the Text 

a. One last time, let’s read Luke 6.12-19. 

How have the last two studies and sermons impacted your understanding of 
“looking up” and “leaning in”? How do you currently “lead out”? 

b. On Sunday, we’ll think together about how Jesus “leads out” in Mark 10.46-52. But 
the whole chapter is instructive, so let’s begin in Mark 10.32-34. 

In verse 32, Mark tells us the disciples are already “astonished.”  
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What do you think they were astonished about? 

c. Jesus goes on to say some increasingly astonishing things. Notice, like in Luke 6, 
Jesus “took the Twelve aside” from the larger group of disciples following Him to 
the Holy City.  

How would you have felt hearing this from your Rabbi, for whom you had left your 
home, family, and occupation? 

What would you have thought of this movement Jesus is leading? 

d. Read Mark 10.35-38. 

Mark’s “Then” in verse 35 gives the impression that this conversation followed 
closely upon the heels of verses 32-34. 

Pause and ponder this discussion following what Jesus just shared. What, exactly, 
do you think is going on here? 

What is Jesus saying – and asking – in verse 38? 

e. Read the continued conversation in Mark 10.39-45. 

Why do you think “the ten” are indignant with the “sons of Thunder”? (verse 41) 

How does Jesus’ teaching differ from their request? (verses 42-45) 

f. Now, at long last, let’s read Sunday’s text: Mark 10.46-52. 

What does Bartimaeus want? What does that mean? 

How do Jesus’ disciples respond? How does Jesus respond? 

g. Let’s get real: Are there times the church is so busy “looking up” and “leaning in” 
that we’re like the disciples, not “leading out” to a world in need of healing and 
hope!? 

h. Bartimaeus has repeatedly shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

Why, then, do you think Jesus asks him the question in verse 51? 

i. What does Bartimaeus do after receiving his sight? 

What do you think it was like for him to join with the other disciples who wanted to 
silence him? 

j. How are you gifted to “lead out” in our congregation, community, and world? 

IV. Pray 

a. Give thanks to God for Jesus, who looks up, leans in, and leads out, to show mercy 
to us. 

b. Ask God to give you eyes to see and ears to hear the hurts of our world and how 
you can meet them with the hope of Christ. 


