
 

 

I. Introduction to this Study 
This week we continue our series On Mission, exploring the three directions of a life 
centered in Christ. As we saw in Luke 6.12 last week, even Jesus “looked up” to His 
Father. This week, we’ll engage what it means to “lean in” to discipleship in 
community, in verses 13-16. Remember: To be centered in Christ, we are called to 
the same as Christ. 

In his book Twelve Ordinary Men, John MacArthur writes, “I have always been 
fascinated with the lives of the twelve apostles. Who isn’t? The personality types of 
these men are familiar to us. They are just like us, and they are like other people we 
know. They are approachable. They are real and living characters we can identify 
with. Their faults and foibles, as well as their triumphs and endearing features, are 
chronicled in some of the most fascinating accounts of the Bible. These are men we 
want to know. That’s because they were perfectly ordinary in every way.” 

II. Connecting with One Another 

What do you think of when you think of Jesus’ earliest disciples?  

What stories come to your mind? What questions? 

III. Study the Text 

a. Let’s start again in Luke 6.12-19.  

Where do you see Jesus looking up? Leaning in? Leading out? 

How did engaging last week’s study and sermon affect your daily rhythm of 
“looking up”? 

b. Carefully reread Luke 6.13-16. In fact, try reading these verses in multiple 
translations, if you’re able. 

In verse 13, Jesus calls his disciples to him and chooses twelve of them. What does 
this imply? How do you think Jesus decided between them? 

c. When did you first hear the call of God on your life? What did that look like? 

How did you respond? How quickly did you respond? 

d. The number twelve is significant. After Jacob wrestled with God and was renamed 
Israel (Genesis 32.22-32), he became father to twelve sons (Genesis 35.22-26). 
Those twelve sons became the “twelve tribes” of Israel (Genesis 49.1-28). 
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Why, then, do you think Jesus calls twelve disciples from among the larger group?  

What (or who) are those twelve disciples meant to represent? Why is that important 
for us to remember? 

e. As we will see in Sunday’s message, “calling disciples” was something no self-
respecting rabbi would do. They would instead require lengthy applications, filled 
out in triplicate, with stellar references! 

What, then, does it mean that Jesus calls disciples? And disciples who become 
apostles? And from regular, “perfectly ordinary” people!? 

f. Author Dave Ferguson says that Jesus’ call on our lives is embodied by just four 
letters of the alphabet: I C N U (I see in you).  

Who has seen something special in you? Who have you seen something special in? 

g. None of the twelve “had what it took” to be a disciple. All had returned to the 
family business, many of which were fishermen. What’s more, they spanned the 
political spectrum: One was a zealot, a radical, determined to overthrow Rome, 
while another was a tax collector, a traitor to Israel and in collusion with Rome.  

Why do you think Jesus would purposely call into his inner circle men with such 
diverse perspectives?  

What does that say about those four letters we discussed above? What did he see 
in them!? 

h. Are there any particular groups of people you have a hard time imagining as one of 
Jesus’ disciples? 

If so, who? Why? What would it look like to “lean in” to community with them? 

i. Read Luke 6.20-49.  

These are the first words Luke records Jesus teaching his disciples after calling “the 
twelve.” 

Where do you find comfort in these words? Where are you challenged? 

j. Let’s read and spend some time reflecting on 1st Corinthians 1.18-31.  

How do Paul’s words here apply to Jesus’ first disciples? 

How do they apply to Jesus’ present-day disciples at Good Shepherd? 

IV. Pray 

a. Reengage 1st Corinthians 1.30-31 and try personalizing it and adapting it as a 
prayer. 

b. Ask God to clarify ways you can “lean in” to discipleship in community.  


