
Message Series: How Can I Pray at a Time Like This?
Message Title: Forgiveness
Message Text: Matthew 6:12

Most of us think forgiveness is a good idea until we have to give it.
Many of us today find ourselves on a leash. The links in the chain are 
anger, bitterness, resentment, and revenge. All these, however, come 
down to one thing—unforgiveness. Unforgiveness holds us hostage, 
and when we try to pull away, it pulls us right back and we find 
ourselves prisoners of what someone else has done to us or perhaps 
what we have done to ourselves. The Model Prayer puts forgiveness 
into clear perspective for us!
 
FOUNDATIONAL THOUGHTS - What is Jesus really saying? 
 
This verse ___________ exactly what it _________.
 
Jesus is saying that ___________ you forgive, you will not be forgiven.
Forgiveness is an ___________ of the ___________.

THE KEY WORD - _____________!
It is a ____________________ & a __________________________!
If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will 
forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not 
forgive your sins. Matthew 6:14-15

REFUSING TO FORGIVE

1. Our fellowship with the Father is blocked. 
2. The Holy Spirit is grieved. 
3. Your prayers will not be answered. 
4. God leaves you alone to face the problems of life in your own power. 
5. The devil gains a foothold through your bitterness. 
6. You force God to become your enemy. 
7. You lose the blessing of God on your life. 
8. You waste time nursing a wounded spirit. 
9. You become enslaved to the people you hate. 
10. You become like the people you refuse to forgive.

When your own sins seem small, the sins of others against you will 
seem big indeed. 

The greater you see the depth of your sin before God, the less the sins 
of other people against you will bother you. 
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True repentance always starts with a change of __________ that leads 
to a change of ______________ that leads to a change (in this case) in 
the way we view those who have sinned against us.

HOW DO I KNOW I’VE FORGIVEN?

1. Face what they did and forgive them anyway. 
2. Don’t keep bringing it up to them. 
3. Don’t talk about it to others. 
4. Show mercy instead of judgment. 
5. Refuse to speak evil of others. 
6. Choose not to dwell on it. 
7. Pray for them. 
8. Ask God to bless them. 
9. Do not rejoice at their calamities. 
10. Help them when you can.

TAKING INVENTORY

Am I up to date on my forgiving?   Am I holding a grudge against anyone?  
 Do I harbor any bitterness against any person?   Am I talking too much about what others have done to me?   
Have I forgiven those closest to me who have hurt me so deeply?

TAKING THIS HOME

1. You are never closer to the grace of Jesus Christ than when you 
_______________ your sins to Him.

2. You are never more like Jesus than when you _________________ 
those who have sinned against you. 

3. You will never fully enter into your freedom in Christ until you learn 
the _________________ of forgiveness. 
 


