
Week 4 Overview  
 
   
Reconnect 
Use the first 15 minutes to build relationships, catch up from the 
week and to connect with the people in your group.  
 
This is the time to ask people one-on-one, “how was your week” 
so this question does not dominate breakout. Also, remember to 
thank people for coming. 
 
 
Gather 
Plan on spending around 45 minutes in discussion and prayer.   
 
If your group needs more structure in this sermon-based study, 
here are three go-to questions that can guide your discussion:  
 
(1) What made you worship? From your personal study or the 

sermon, what is one truth that led you to worship the Lord?  
 

(2) What questions do you have? From your personal study or 
the sermon, what is one question from this passage? 

 
(3) What is one takeaway? Through your personal study or the 

sermon, what is a word or phrase that you needed to read or 
hear from the Lord? How does this truth apply to your life? 
 

 
Breakout 
Start by saying we have around 45 minutes to focus on the 
following question:  
 
What area in your life do you want to grow in this semester?  
 
As a leader, I want to encourage you to go first and set the tone. 
The purpose of this question in breakout is to help your group 
identify one area in their life they want to develop and grow in. 
Don’t force this, let people think and come back to it next week if 
people in your group need more time. Remember to write down 
what people say so you can follow up in the coming weeks.  

Leader’s Guide               Acts 16 
 
 
Preview Acts 16 
Though Paul and his traveling companions (Silas, Timothy and 
Luke) had plans to strengthen and encourage the local churches, 
the Holy Spirit redirected their plans and rerouted Paul to plant a 
new church in Macedonia. Here the church of Philippi was 
launched out of unusual circumstances with unlikely people 
through a prayer meeting and an extraordinary jailbreak.  
 
 
Discuss Acts 16 
We often view the book of Acts through the eyes of Paul as a 
missionary who went to the ends of the earth. Yet, much of Acts 
also reveals the nearness of the gospel through the faith of one 
or two people. Upon hearing the gospel and believing in Jesus, 
both Lydia and the jailor immediately went home to their family. 
Not everyone is called to go “far”, but everyone is called to go 
“near.” What does sharing your faith “near” look like for you?  
 
Paul had plans yet he was sensitive to the Holy Spirit. Like Paul, 
how can you listen to the Holy Spirit’s prompting in your life?  
 
In the last four chapters we have seen Paul sharing the gospel 
with all kinds of people from Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man 
and the most influential person on the island of Cyprus (13:7) to 
people in prison (16:25). Why is the author of Acts highlighting a 
wide range of stories and people throughout the book of Acts?  
 
 
Apply Acts 16 
The immediate response of both Lydia and the jailor was to invite 
Paul and his friends over to their house so they could meet the 
rest of their family. Is your home a place of retreat or do you view 
your home as a place to invite others into your life? 
 
 
What does biblical hospitality look like in your home? What 
excuses do you make for not inviting people to your house? 
How can you begin using your home to advance the gospel? 


