
Important Reminders                  

 
Small Groups in December 
Coming up in December, let’s take the time to do something 
with our small groups that builds relationships and wraps up the 
semester. Here are some ideas:  
 
 
Progressive Dinner: If you have several group members who 
live nearby, a fun thing to do with your small group is travel to 
different homes as you share a meal. Pick three homes and plan 
out an appetizer, main course and a dessert. This is especially fun 
in the month of December as you are able to see how three 
homes in your small group decorate for Christmas. This is a great 
way to get group members involved and engaged in your 
group. The only challenge with this is time. Make sure you keep 
the meal moving and don’t stay too long at one place. Pick 
homes that are nearby to cut down on the overall travel time. 
 
 
White Elephant Exchange: If you want a night of laughter and 
frivolity, have a White Elephant gift exchange. The more 
ridiculous, absurd and off-the-wall gift the better. This is a classic 
go to for many groups, but if you do this every year, perhaps try 
something else to change things up. A few years ago, my small 
group did this and it was a blast. From a full-sized taxidermy 
cobra fighting a mongoose to a giant cookie from Walmart that 
read “Merry Christmas ya filthy animal”, this night had people in 
tears laughing so hard.  
 
 
Shared Experience: December is a busy month for many. 
Instead of hosting at your home or someone else’s home, 
consider going out as a group and having a shared experience. 
Go out to a restaurant. Go to a movie. Go to a Pacers game. 
Have a game night. Go Christmas caroling at the Helmers.  
There are lots of options for what you can do with your group. 
Please consider the total cost (plus childcare) and how this might 
impact the specific members in your small group. 

Leader Guide                                Acts 26 

Preview Acts 26 
At the end of the book of Acts, the focus shifts from maps and 
the movement of Paul’s ministry to the testimony of Paul as he 
defends the reason for the hope that he has in Jesus Christ. Here 
Paul is not pouting, complaining or trying to negotiate a deal to 
be released from prison, instead he is boldly and faithfully 
preaching the gospel. Paul’s words are not abstract or fuzzy. 
Instead, he shares the gospel and gives his testimony with 
striking clarity. He doesn’t water down his words. He speaks 
clearly and simply about repentance and the forgiveness of sins.      
 
Consider Acts 26 
As leaders entrusted with shepherding others, our responsibility is to 
not only boldly share the gospel of Jesus Christ, but to also be careful 
to not provide false assurance to anyone who might not be saved or 
those who have never actually received Jesus Christ as their Savior.  
 
This means when we share our stories of how God is working in 
our life, we need to carefully consider the words that we choose 
and what we tell others. Often people share their story in clichés 
and with words that are vague and unclear. Yet, like Paul, a 
Christian’s testimony needs to have theological clarity to 
distinguish this testimony as uniquely and distinctly Christian.  
Words matter. Words give meaning and depth to our story.  
 
As you consider the testimonies shared in your small group, was 
there theological clarity or were these stories vague and unclear?  
 
Like Paul, it’s important to use words that are distinctly Christian. 
Avoid Christian clichés and phrases like “I prayed the prayer“ or 
“I asked Jesus into my heart.” Instead use biblical language like 
sin, repent, faith, forgiveness, grace, mercy, cross and sacrifice. 
 
The message of the gospel is not difficult to share; it’s simple:  
 
Though I’m a sinner, Jesus stood in my place and died on the 
cross to pay the penalty of my sin and delivered God’s 
forgiveness. By grace and through faith I believe in Jesus and I 
confess my sins and I want to turn my life to follow Him. 


