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Prayer 
This is a great week to spend more time in prayer. James 1:5–6 
says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given to him.” 
 
“What is something in your life that you need God’s wisdom?” 
 
Let’s spend time crying out to the Lord and praying together. 
 
1 My son, if you receive my words 
    and treasure up my commandments with you, 
2 making your ear attentive to wisdom 
    and inclining your heart to understanding; 
3 yes, if you call out for insight 
    and raise your voice for understanding, 
4 if you seek it like silver 
    and search for it as for hidden treasures, 
5 then you will understand the fear of the Lord 
    and find the knowledge of God. 
6 For the Lord gives wisdom; 
    from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 
7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; 
    he is a shield to those who walk in integrity, 
8 guarding the paths of justice 
    and watching over the way of his saints. 
Proverbs 2:1–8 
  

In Our Wisdom 
James 3:13–18 

 
 
Read 
Get a running start by reading James 3:1–12 as a group.  

“What has your tongue been like this week?” 

James challenges us as Christians to live out our faith through 
our works (2:14–26), words (3:1–12) and wisdom (3:13–16).   
 
Read James 3:13–18 as a group. 

“What stands out in this passage? What are your observations?” 

Talk 
“What is an example of biblical wisdom and worldly wisdom?” 
 
“How has worldly wisdom failed you? Give a story or example.” 
 
“How has biblical wisdom helped you, even if it did not make sense 
in the moment or was opposed to worldly perspective?” 
 
Worldly wisdom views life from a limited perspective. This 
sort of wisdom doesn’t consider spiritual things or the impact 
of eternity. Instead, worldly wisdom is most concerned with 
self-ambition and self-pleasure. It asks, “What’s best for me?” 
This way of living exists all around us and James says it’s evil.  
 
Think 
Godly wisdom comes from heaven. You can’t get this sort of 
wisdom from practical experience or intellectual effort. Godly 
wisdom views life from an eternal perspective. This wisdom 
comes from crying out to the Lord in prayer and asking God to 
give you His wisdom (see James 1:5–6 or Proverbs 2:1–8).   


