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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

God reveals Himself in 66 books. Not only is knowing God possible, the Bible tells us that God wants
you to know Him! Through Scripture, God made Himself known through words we can comprehend.
There is nothing in your life that is more important than knowing God. The Apostle Paul made this clear
when he said, “Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For His sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could
gain Christ” (Philippians 3:8).
The purpose of this study. Your heart cannot love what your mind does not know. This study is
designed to help you grasp the greatness of God as you learn about His character according to
Scripture. God’s attributes inspire awe and reverence, but they also remind us about His personal and
relational nature. We want to know God so we grow in our love, worship, trust and obedience of Him.
He is worthy of our attention.

What to expect in this study:
GOD is… The study of each attribute begins with a definition that is intended to lay the foundation for
you to understand the character of God. Like all definitions, these are meant to be a starting point for
grasping who God is and what God is like.
From the Mind of a Scholar. Each attribute also includes a brief quotation from the book God Is:
A Devotional Guide to the Attributes of God by Mark Jones. This is not intended to be an exhaustive
explanation of each attribute. This is simply a summary to introduce you to each attribute so you can
see the big picture and how all of the attributes of God are working together.
From the Heart of a Pastor. Moving from your head to your heart, each attribute includes a section
written by our Pastor of Small Groups, Eric Carlson. This section is intended to clarify, illustrate and
apply each attribute as it is revealed through Scripture. Our desire is for each attribute to help us grow
in our knowledge and love for God as we pursue Him with our hearts and minds.
Verses to Study. We don’t want to base our view of God on man’s wisdom. We want to know what
God has to say about Himself. There is no replacement for the Bible. This is where we see God’s
promises are real and His wisdom is beyond this world. Each attribute comes with a list of verses to
help you dig into Scripture on your own so you can see what God says about Himself.
Questions to Consider. Each week there are questions to reflect on. These are intended to help
you think deeply about God and discuss as a small group. Together, we can challenge, deepen and
strengthen the faith of one another as we grow in our understanding of God and share how He is
working in our lives.
Notes. This section is left blank for you to take notes from the sermon, write down takeaways from
God’s Word or answer the questions. The purpose for this space is intended to help you prepare to
participate with your small group.
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Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and
ever. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and His
greatness is unsearchable
(Psalm 145:2–3).
This is a sermon-based small group study. Over the next 19 weeks, you are invited to learn about
the character of God through a different attribute each week. As a sermon-based study, this combines
Sunday’s sermon with small groups. For most of us, it’s easy to read a passage or hear a sermon and
forget it by breakfast tomorrow. But the wonderful part about sermon-based small groups is it keeps
the passage in front of us. While we value the priority of Sundays as we gather together in rows for
corporate worship, something different happens as we move from hearing a passage to discussing it
in a small group. Sermon-based small groups encourage participation from rows to circles where we
have the opportunity to ask questions, discuss what we are learning, hear from others and share how
Scripture applies to our lives. Together this enables active learners and increases participation.

There are three components to a sermon-based small group study:

1
2
3

Personal Study
Work through each attribute on your own before you hear the sermon. This includes
reading the one-page summary, studying the verses and considering the questions
for each attribute. Before hearing others, spend time on your own in personal study.
Sunday Sermon
Now that you have spent time reading and studying each attribute on your own,
Sunday sermons are intended to bring clarity to God’s attributes and to call you to
respond. We encourage you to bring this study guide with you to church so you can
use the notes page to take sermon notes to reinforce your personal study.
Small Group
Discussion with your small group will bring together your personal study and Sunday
sermons. In small group, you will summarize each attribute, answer questions
and identify ways to respond to God’s Word. Each week also includes a wrap-up
question to help you apply each attribute.

Let’s begin. You are now ready to jump in and begin learning more about who God is and what God
is like. If you have questions or don’t understand certain words or phrases, don’t be discouraged or
overwhelmed. This study is intended to be deep. This study is designed to challenge you to think
rightly and biblically about the Lord. If you can answer the question in five seconds, you probably have
not thought enough. Don’t rush through this study. The longer you sit in God’s Word and soak in His
beauty and complexity, the more you will grasp the greatness of God.
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GOD IS
For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the
mighty and the awesome God.
Deuteronomy 10:17

GOD IS…
the Creator and Sustainer of all things, both visible and invisible. He is infinite, eternal and
unfathomable. He has revealed Himself through the universe He made, His Word and His
Son. God exists with no rival. He alone is God and has made Himself known.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“The true and living God is too much for us to bear, handle, conceive, adore, know,
trust, understand and worship. The Incomprehensible One is simply too much for us
in every conceivable way. Even the Scriptures, the very words about God Himself, do
not exhaust what can be said about Him. Indeed, as limited creatures, we shall never
be able to say everything about our unlimited God. In this life, we may not understand
all the Bible tells us about God, but we must aim to believe and communicate as much
as we can about Him. We study God not as He is in Himself but as He is revealed in His
Word. We must only affirm what God has said about Himself. We must press on to know
the Lord (Hosea 6:3), a difficult but rewarding task (Hebrews 11:6).”
God Is, pp. 11, 15–16
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
Whatever we think of when we think about God is, at the very least, incomplete. He is
infinite, but our imaginations are small and limited. He is unfathomable, so our thoughts
cannot plumb the depths of who He is and all that He has done. He is the Creator of
everything, yet we are constrained by human minds and what we have received or
perceived from the world around us. The very idea that we might classify or categorize God
is laughable. He cannot be tamed, mastered or fully understood. He is infinitely beyond our
reach and exceedingly greater than our comprehension.

GOD IS

Yet, God has allowed us to know Him! He has graciously entered our world time and time
again so that we might be His children and image-bearers. He walked in the garden with
Adam and Eve. He spoke to Noah, Abraham and Moses. His presence filled the tabernacle
and later on, His presence filled the temple. Then God did the unthinkable. He put on flesh
and became one of us. And He gave us His Spirit so we might know Him more. Yet the
Lord set His heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all
peoples, as you are this day (Deuteronomy 10:15).
We can know God because God has allowed Himself to be known. He is all-powerful, allknowing and all-present. He is loving and just, merciful and good and a thousand awesome
things. For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty and the
awesome God (Deuteronomy 10:17). Theologians have made many lists of God’s attributes,
filling thick volumes on shelves that occupy many libraries across the world. But those books
merely scratch the surface of what we know about God.
There’s more––we’ve been given an opportunity to go much deeper. We have been invited
to love Him and be loved by Him—to know Him in a way that defies our limited capacity for
knowledge and understanding and, in so doing, bring Him much glory. Whatever we learn
and understand about God is granted to us so that we might worship Him, not merely as
admirers from a distance, but as dearly loved children.
The fact that we can know the Unknowable and enter into a relationship with God is
something we cannot take for granted—this truth is both humbling and amazing.
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Deuteronomy 10:12–22
Psalm 145:1–7
Isaiah 40:9–26
John 1:1–5
Revelation 22:13

GOD IS

VERSES TO STUDY

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God?

How have you grown in your understanding of who God is and what God is like?

How does God’s existence give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON WHO GOD IS

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God? How does this truth impact your life?

RADIANT GOD | 10

SELF-SUFFICIENT
To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.
1 Timothy 1:17

SELF-SUFFICIENT

GOD IS…
fully independent, self-existent, perfect and has no need for human beings or creation. He
eternally exists as three unified persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“God’s independence refers to His self-existence and self-sufficiency. This divine
attribute means God is independent from the created order and all created beings.
He is not in need of us, but we are in need of Him. We should not imagine that God
is therefore unable to relate to His created beings. But we must be clear that we
depend on Him––and can depend on Him––because He does not depend on anyone
or anything. Aseity is the idea that God derives His existence entirely from Himself.
It expresses God’s self-sufficiency in terms of His being, which implies His utter and
complete independence in all things. God is derived from nothing. He has existence
by and from Himself. God is not His own cause, for He has no cause. He simply is. All
His perfections are characterized by independence insofar as no single attribute can
possibly be augmented or diminished. Because of God’s independence, all creatures
are derived from Him as the source of life. All life outside of God depends on Him.”
God Is, pp. 65–66
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
God doesn’t need us. God didn’t create the world, oceans, animals or people because
He was desperate, lonely or lacking. He didn’t create us to make up for a deficiency in His
character or attributes. He cannot be improved. He is perfect. Though we fool ourselves in
thinking we are self-sufficient creatures, this is an illusion. Regardless of affluence, intellect,
success or power, nobody can add a single day or hour to their life. We are needy and
dependent creatures who are like a mist that is here for a little while and then vanishes
(James 4:14). Our entire existence is based on God who is the fountain of life (Psalm 36:9).
He gives us breath and everything we need (Acts 17:25).
Though God was content without us, He calls us into a relationship with Him and to know
Him as one God in three persons. Though the word “Trinity” is not found anywhere in the
Bible, Scripture reveals Him as: the Father (Isaiah 64:8), the Son (Colossians 1:19–20) and
the Holy Spirit (John 16:7–14). All three persons of the Godhead are completely God. This
means no one person is lesser and no one person is greater. Scripture demands the same
worship, honor and obedience be given to each member of the Godhead because there is
equality in the Trinity, not inferiority.
God is perfect in all of His attributes. In His greatness, God does not share any of His perfect
traits with anyone. These qualities belong only to God and make God distinct as the eternal
Creator apart from the rest of creation. God is independent, infinite, triune, all-present,
all-powerful, all-knowing, sovereign, unchanging and glorious.
But not only is God great, He is also supremely good. His goodness is most evident in His
qualities of holiness, justice, righteousness, faithfulness, patience, wisdom, love, mercy,
grace and jealousy. All of these qualities originate from God. As His image-bearers, we can
experience these qualities in a similar way, but in varying degrees as only God can manifest
these traits in their full perfection and total completion.
Though God doesn’t need us, He wants us to know Him and reflect Him to His world.
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Psalm 50
Isaiah 44:6–8
Acts 17:22–31
Colossians 1:15–20
James 4:13–16

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God as self-sufficient?

What makes the attribute of God’s self-sufficiency challenging? How have you wrestled
through this doctrine?

SELF-SUFFICIENT

VERSES TO STUDY

How does God’s self-sufficiency give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S SELF-SUFFICIENCY

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s self-sufficiency? How does this truth impact your life?
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ALL-PRESENT
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
Matthew 28:20

GOD IS…
present everywhere in His creation, but also above and beyond it. This was true as Jesus
entered our world and remains true as the Spirit takes up residence within believers.

ALL-PRESENT

FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“God is infinite, but we are finite. Finite creatures exist in space; we are somewhere
in space but not at the same time somewhere else. Unlike us, God is not bound in any
way, whether by time or by space. If He were, He would not be God. God is neither
shut up in any place, nor shut out from any place. In the whole, vast created universe, of
which we still know so very little, God is perfectly and powerfully present in every place;
He fills all space as God. There is nowhere God is not present. While God is present
everywhere, He manifests His presence in different ways. We may speak of God being
present in a special manner, as Jacob did: Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said,
‘Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.’ And he was afraid and said, ‘How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven’ (Genesis 28:16–17). Similarly, whether in the tabernacle or the temple, His
manifest presence was peculiarly revealed to His people in a way not shown to others
(Exodus 25:8–9, 1 Kings 8).”
God Is, pp. 72–73
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
From walks in the garden with Adam and Eve to the incarnation when He took on flesh to the
gift of His Spirit at Pentecost, God’s presence is with His people. His presence is not limited
to one location. “Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God far away? Can a man
hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the Lord. Do I not fill heaven
and earth? declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:23–24). These verses show us that God is both
near and far, filling the heavens and the earth and that He is always with us. There is no
escaping God’s presence. At first, we might find this truth strange and unsettling, but when
we understand God’s heart toward His people, we realize His presence is comforting. But
for me it is good to be near God; I have made the Lord God my refuge, that I may tell of all
your works (Psalm 73:28).
God’s presence means He sees us, knows us, is with us and will never leave us. This is a very
practical truth because the more we are aware of His presence, the more likely we will live
with a healthy fear of the Lord. We will think twice before giving into temptation, knowing
our sins are not hidden in the dark. His presence means we can abide with Him moment by
moment. As we experience His presence, prayer can become a natural conversation when
we realize God is by our side and here with us.
Jesus assured His disciples that while He would leave them physically, He would be with
them spiritually through the presence of the Holy Spirit (John 16:6–7). In fact, Jesus said it
is to the disciples’ advantage that He leave them because His Spirit will come and fill all
believers. Today, the Holy Spirit has spread beyond a small circle of followers in Jerusalem to
stretch across the world as the presence of God dwells in people from every country and on
every continent.
We were not created and then left to ourselves or forgotten. God knows you because He is
with you. As the Holy Spirit is in you, God knows you in ways unlike anyone else.
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ALL-PRESENT

VERSES TO STUDY
1 Kings 8:22–30
Psalm 139:7–12
Jeremiah 23:23–24
Matthew 28:18–20

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s presence?

What makes the attribute of God’s presence challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen God’s presence in your life? How does
this attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S PRESENCE

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s presence? How does this truth impact your life?
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ALL-POWERFUL
Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is anything too hard for me?
Jeremiah 32:27

GOD IS…
unlimited in His power over all things at all times and never acts contrary to His nature.

ALL-POWERFUL

FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“Affirming God’s almighty power remains as important as attesting that He exists. A
God without such power is not worth worshiping. We might as well be atheists. God
exercises justice and mercy precisely because of His unbounded capability to do so.
God possesses unlimited power as the infinitely Powerful One, which explains why
the Bible uses ‘power’ as a proper name for God: And Jesus said, ‘I am, and you will
see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of
heaven’ (Mark 14:62). Because He is infinitely powerful, no such thing as ‘hard work’
exists for God. Creating the world remains as easy as creating a pebble because of His
infinite power. God’s power refers to that force or ability by which He acts. He can do
whatever He pleases. He is mighty in strength (Job 9:4) and great in power (Job 37:23).
More specifically, His power may be understood as authority or as strength. Though it is
possible to have one without the other, but God possess both.”
God Is, pp. 85–86
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
Is anything too difficult for the Lord? This question has a clear, straightforward answer: No.
Nothing is impossible with God. His omnipotence, His all-powerful nature, is perhaps one
of the first things we learn about Him. However, knowing all things are possible for God and
nothing is outside His control can also be a spiritual stumbling block.
In times of grief, struggle or loss—have you ever wondered: Where is God in the midst of my
pain? How could He let this happen? Like the disciples, we cry out, God, don’t you care?
(Mark 4:38). Lord, if only you had been here (John 11:21). When we read these stories, we
see Jesus has the power to calm the storm and raise the dead. But we also know God does
not stop every storm or heal every person. If God is able to do all things, then why doesn’t
He intercede and fix all things? Why does God allow bad things to happen in the first
place? Being all-powerful, why doesn’t He step in and end evil, eliminate injustice or stop
heartbreak? These are unnerving questions.
God holds power over all things, governs all things and by Him all things are held together
(Colossians 1:17). And this is the same power that sustains us through every bump that
comes our way, whether or not we remain standing on our feet. Over time, we begin to
understand His divine power in light of His other attributes. It’s true, God can do anything,
but He never acts against His own character or will. He’s always consistent in all His
attributes: His goodness, justice, mercy and love.
While God’s power is a certain terror to those who oppose Him, it is an overwhelming
comfort to His children; God is good and promises good to those who love Him. Nothing
is impossible for Him. His power never runs out. There’s no limit to it. His power cannot
be contained, and nothing can prevent Him from fulfilling His plans. This means when life
appears to be spiraling out of control, we can take refuge in His saving power and trust that
all things are under His control. It’s in moments like this, when we realize that we are not in
control and our ability to control life is an illusion.
Even when life is hard, God is in control and He is for us. He is powerful and faithful.
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ALL-POWERFUL

VERSES TO STUDY
Genesis 18:9–14
Psalm 20:6–9
Psalm 115:1–3
Jeremiah 32:17; 26–27
Mark 4:35–41
1 Corinthians 15:20–28
Jude 1:24–25

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s power?

What makes the attribute of God’s power challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen God’s power in your life? How does this
attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S POWER

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s power? How does this truth impact your life?
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ALL-KNOWING
How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!
Psalm 139:17

GOD IS…
all-knowing of everything—past, present and future—and nothing takes Him by surprise.

ALL-KNOWING

FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“If God is infinite, then so are all His attributes, including His knowledge. There is no
limit to what He knows, and there is nothing He needs to learn. He knows all things
in and of Himself with a perfect knowledge of all things past, present and future (Job
28:24, 37:16; Psalm 94:9–10). So the all-knowing God always does what is best as the
all-wise. We should constantly keep in mind that one attribute cannot be divorced from
another; the one informs the other. God’s complete knowledge of all possible worlds
necessitates His perfect knowledge of this world, which He created by the Word of His
power. He also has perfect knowledge of the present, even though strictly speaking,
there exists only the present in God, because He sees all things in His eternal instant.
His knowledge is undivided, simply unchangeable and eternal. He knows all things
instantaneously, simultaneously, from eternity; all things are eternally present to His
mind’s eye. He knows all things as decreed by Him.”
God Is, pp. 77–78
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
Because He is all-knowing, there is nothing hidden or out of God’s sight—nothing on the
face of the earth or in the deep recesses of our imaginations is not seen by God. There is no
event in the past, present or future that can ever catch God by surprise. The entire universe is
laid bare before Him because He is the Author of all.
This kind of knowledge in anyone else’s hands would be a dangerous weapon. Imagine
if someone other than God had this sort of knowledge and knew everything about you.
Every act. Every thought. Every intention. Every motivation. Every word. Just consider how
this information might be used against you? Many of us would live in a state of perpetual
fear and shame as we wait to be exposed like front page tabloids. But God’s knowledge is
coupled with His other attributes of mercy, grace and love.
Deep in our heart we want to be known, accepted and loved by others because God
planted these desires in our heart when He created us. But have you ever thought you might
be unlovable or unforgiveable? After all, you know your inward thoughts and how easily
you give into sin. Have you ever felt your heart beating against you in judgement? In Christ,
when your heart condemns and convicts you, there is assurance in Christ as God is greater
than our heart, and He knows everything (1 John 3:20).
On the day of Solomon’s coronation as he took the throne and became the king of Israel,
David told his son, ”And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father and serve Him
with a whole heart and with a willing mind, for the Lord searches all hearts and understands
every plan and thought. If you seek Him, He will be found by you, but if you forsake Him, He
will cast you off forever” (1 Chronicles 28:9). In these words, there is a warning, but there
is also grace. True, there is no hiding from God’s knowledge. But there also isn’t anyone
who could possibly know us better. Because Jesus dealt with our sin on the cross, God’s
knowledge of us isn’t a reason to fear condemnation; instead, this is an invitation to enter
into intimacy with our Maker, Redeemer and King!
The Great One, who knows all things, knows you and He wants you to know Him.
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ALL-KNOWING

VERSES TO STUDY
1 Chronicles 28:2–10
Job 28:20–28
Psalm 139:1–6
Isaiah 46:8–11
Matthew 10:26–30

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s knowledge?

What makes the attribute of God’s knowledge challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen evidence of God’s knowledge of your
life? How does this attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S KNOWLEDGE

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s knowledge? How does this truth impact your life?
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HOLY
You shall be holy to me, for I the LORD am holy and have separated you
from the peoples, that you should be mine.
Leviticus 20:26

GOD IS…
perfect, pure and undefiled. He does not sin, cannot sin and utterly despises sin.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“God’s holiness has been described as the ‘beauty’ of all His attributes, without which
His wisdom would be but subtlety, His justice cruelty, His sovereignty tyranny and
His mercy foolish pity. Far from being an infinite monster, God possess a perfect and
unpolluted freedom from all evil. He possesses holiness without limit. Thus, while
we derive our holiness from Him through Christ, His holiness originates in Himself. In
His holiness, God must necessarily abhor sin and since God loves Himself, He must
necessarily hate everything that is against Himself. Thus, God hates sin intensely. He
is impatient of beholding it; the very sight of it affects Him with detestation (Habakkuk
1:13); He hates the first spark of it in the imagination (Zechariah 8:17). For God to
approve of sin, He must first deny Himself, an utter impossibility. Therefore, God will
perpetually hate sin and express His divine displeasure against it, which provides the
ground for the doctrine of eternal punishment.”
God Is, pp. 163–165
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
As God’s image-bearers, we are called to reflect His holiness. “You shall be holy to me, for
I the LORD am holy and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be mine”
(Leviticus 20:26). Holiness is a seemingly impossible task. No matter how hard we try not
to fail, the reality is we all fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). We have all been
stained by sin and carry the weight of shame due to our sinful nature. From life’s first cry, no
child learns how to sin; this is simply our default as humans as we are born into sin, which
separates us from God.
When confronted with God’s holiness, Isaiah’s response was face down terror. Woe is me!
For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean
lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts! (Isaiah 6:5) That’s how stark the
contrast is between God’s perfect, holy nature and our utter lack of holiness.

HOLY

To be holy is to be set apart, perfect, pure and undefiled. God is all of these things and we
are not. But His response to Isaiah did not leave Isaiah ruined before the throne. Instead,
God extended mercy and made atonement for Isaiah’s sin (Isaiah 6:6–7). God, in His
perfection, made a way for His people to be holy just as He is holy.
Because of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, the righteousness of God has been revealed.
This righteousness is available by grace and through faith to everyone who believes.
Righteousness is a gift that covers sin and is credited to our account. Based on the
righteousness of Jesus, which is transferred to us, we can be righteous in God’s sight. As
God sees His people, He doesn’t see sin—He sees the righteousness of His Son.
Someday, all who know Christ will be made perfect. On that day, God’s people will reflect
His holiness to all creation as He intended from the beginning. Until then, God’s people are
set apart as His holy nation (1 Peter 2:9) and a temple for His Spirit.
The same holy presence of God that once made Isaiah tremble in fear and fall to his face now
amazingly lives inside of all believers through the Holy Spirit.
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HOLY

VERSES TO STUDY
Leviticus 20:23–26
Isaiah 6:1–7
Matthew 5:48
Hebrews 7:26–28
1 Peter 1:13–16
Revelation 4

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s holiness?

What makes the attribute of God’s holiness challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen God’s holiness in your life? How does
this attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S HOLINESS

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s holiness? How does this truth impact your life?
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IMMUTABLE
But He is unchangeable; and who can turn Him back? What He desires,
that He does.
Job 23:13

GOD IS…
unchanging and uniquely perfect in His being. His character and will are constant.

IMMUTABLE

FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“Change is foreign to God. In Him there is no change in time, for He is eternal; nor in
location, for He is omnipresent, nor in essence, for He is pure in His being. God is what
He always was and will be (James 1:17). Eternity speaks about the duration of a state,
whereas immutability is the state itself. Immutability in God means not only that He
does not change but also that He cannot change (Psalm 102:26). God’s immutability
provides His people with a great deal of comfort and stability. If God could change, we
could never be certain of His promises of goodness, love, holiness, power and wisdom.
Imagine if God changed. Do we want a God whose love may change? Do we want a
God whose holiness can change? Do we want a God whose power may change? What
a blessing to affirm God’s immutability. God’s immutability regarding His promises and
purposes provides great comfort: God is not man, that He should lie, or a son of man,
that He should change His mind. Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken,
and will He not fulfill it? (Numbers 23:19). His promise that all things work together for
good of those who love God (Romans 8:28) would be jeopardized if He could change
in His purposes toward us. God’s attribute of immutability is too clear and too vital to
affirm hesitantly or with reservation.”
God Is, pp. 59–61
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
As humans, we are all too familiar with change. Life is always changing. In our state of
perpetual change, we are often found seeking the next best thing. We are restless explorers.
We push our limits and pursue the realms of the unknown. Even for those who are afraid
of change and try to hold change at arm’s length, change is inevitable. The seasons shift,
generations come and go and our hearts experience the only constant we know—change.
Change is unavoidable.
On the surface it seems life is anchored to little more than change itself. Yet, Scripture
commands us to drop our anchor and hold fast to the One who never changes. Because
God is perfect, He is unchangeable. Nothing can be added or taken away from Him.
Everything He does is consistent with who He is. God’s promises are the same and His ability
to keep them will never waver. God tells His people, “For I the Lord do not change; therefore
you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed” (Malachi 3:6). God’s immutability means we can
count on Him no matter what!
The story of Job’s life is a testimony of change in dramatic and painful ways. When Job lost
his property, possessions, health and even his children, Job clung to the Lord. When life is
hard and it’s easy to forget who God says He is, Job’s hope is our hope. Job trusted God and
leaned into His character when his life was turned upside down.
Job knew God could not be opposed, so he staked his hope on the belief that God will
always be who He declares Himself to be and will do what He says He will do. But He is
unchangeable, and who can turn Him back? What He desires, that He does. For He will
complete what He appoints for me, and many such things are in His mind (Job 23:13–14). Like
Job, we can have full confidence in God in the midst of change.
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IMMUTABLE

VERSES TO STUDY
Numbers 23:19–21
Psalm 102:23–28
Job 23:8–14
Hebrews 6:13–20
James 1:16–18

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s immutability?

What makes the attribute of God’s immutability challenging? How have you wrestled
through this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen evidence of God’s immutability in your
life? How does this attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S IMMUTABILITY

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s immutability? How does this truth impact your life?
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CREATOR
For He spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm.
Psalm 33:9

GOD IS…
the Creator of all things who spoke the universe into existence and upholds the world through
the power of His Word. He is matchless in His greatness, goodness and glory.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“God is the everlasting God. Or to put it another way, God is eternal (Deuteronomy
33:27). But as soon as we make this statement, we run into a serious problem. We
simply cannot conceive of or express God’s eternity because we are beings who have
not always existed but were created by a God who has always been and will also be.
Our minds are puzzled by such a concept: Behold, God is great, and we know Him not;
the number of His years is unsearchable (Job 36:26). For man, time has a beginning with
succession of moments, but God has no beginning, succession of moments or ending
(Genesis 1:1, Psalm 90:2). God has no beginning. He has always existed. Nothing
brought Him into being. This boggles the mind. God has no ending. Because we are
temporal creatures, grasping eternity lies beyond us.”
God Is, pp. 51–53

CREATOR

FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
According to the Scriptures, creation is a gift from a loving Creator God. From the air we
breathe, the warmth of the sun, the food we eat, the water we drink, the ground we walk on,
to the pleasures we enjoy, life is filled with good gifts for us to steward and enjoy. Brilliantly,
the Bible opens with the true, living, eternal God who is identified as both the Author and
Subject of history and Scripture. This means everything else in history and Scripture is
dependent upon God and is only good when functioning according to His intentions, which
were set in place at the beginning of creation when God laid the foundations of the world
(Job 38:4).
Unlike creation, God has eternally existed and was not created (Genesis 1:1, John 1:1). This
makes God superior and independent from all of creation (Acts 17:24–25). God alone
formed the heavens and earth and then filled them for the purpose of His glory (Colossians
1:16, Revelation 4:11). Since the beginning of time, we see God’s Word is living, active,
powerful and always accomplishes whatever He decrees (Isaiah 55:11). God is not silent. We
worship a God who speaks and creation displays God’s power.
The rest of Scripture confirms creation was prepared for us by God’s powerful Word. By
faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen
was not made out of things that are visible (Hebrews 11:3). God is the most powerful force
over all of creation. God brings order and sustains an environment in which life can exist and
thrive. His unparalleled authority always accomplishes His purposes and plans.
If God isn’t the Creator, then we have no purpose in life and when we die, we will not go
anywhere. But this cannot be further from the truth because from the beginning to the end
and everything that happens in between comes from God who is our Almighty Creator. In
creation, we were made by God, belong to God, exist for God, are restless apart from God
and someday when we die, we will return to God.
God is not a faceless designer of the universe, but the living Lord who created everything so
His people could live with Him now and forever.
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CREATOR

VERSES TO STUDY
Genesis 1
Job 38:1–42:6
Psalm 33:6–9
Psalm 90
Acts 17:24–28
Colossians 1:15–20

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God as Creator?

What makes the attribute of God as Creator challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen evidence of God as Creator in your life?
How does this attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD AS CREATOR

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God as Creator? How does this truth impact your life?
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COVENANT-MAKER
I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know
that I am the LORD your God.
Exodus 6:7

COVENANT-MAKER

GOD IS…
a personal being who keeps His promises. He pursues His people individually and
corporately with never failing, unbreaking, always and forever love.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“God proves to us His faithfulness through a covenant relationship with His people
that He initiates. Each of His covenants include a promise, warnings and sometimes
threats. Hence, He speaks of His faithfulness in Deuteronomy 7:9–10 in terms of
‘keeping covenant’ with His people and showing them ‘steadfast love’, yet also of
repaying the wicked. All [religion] finds its basis in some form of a divine covenant. True
theology involves our understanding of God and necessarily manifests itself as relational
theology, which is never meant to be simply cognitive, abstract or disconnected from
the God it reveals. The covenant bridges the great chasm between an infinite God and
finite humanity.”
God Is, pp. 172–173
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
Our simple human minds will never truly understand the vastness of God’s glory, nor the
fullness of His character. When we consider His infinite greatness, it can be difficult to
remember while He is boundless and supremely great, He’s also deeply personal and
intimately relational. After all, He is Immanuel, God with us (Matthew 1:23).
How encouraging to know God is present with us, genuinely invested and actively cares
for our lives. He is a personal God. He relates to us, loves us and cherishes us. Rather than
being distant, detached, inaccessible or irritable, God says that if we draw near to Him, He
promises to draw near to us.
While Moses was the mediator who stood in the gap between God and His people,
we now have Christ, who is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His
nature (Hebrews 1:3) as the mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5). Through the
sacrifice of Christ and the ministry of the Holy Spirit, the nature of our relationship with God
has radically changed. Because of Christ, we can enter into a relationship with God both
corporately as His Church and as individuals.
As a Covenant-Maker, the second member of the Trinity stepped down from heaven and into
human history through the God-man Jesus Christ. Through His blood, Jesus reconciles God
with man and fulfills a New Covenant between God and His people:
Jesus is a better Noah who brings deliverance from sin and salvation by grace.
Jesus is a better Abraham who brings God’s blessing to all the nations of the earth.
Jesus is a better Moses who brings peace and perfectly fulfilled the law on our behalf.
Jesus is a better David who is seated on the heavenly throne as the King of kings.
Jesus is a better sacrifice as He stood in our place and shed His blood on the cross.
Jesus is better than angels, prophets, priests and kings. In every way, Jesus is better.
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Deuteronomy 7:6–11
Jeremiah 31:31–34
Psalm 34:15–18
Hebrews 8:6–9:28
2 Corinthians 3:4–6

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God as a Covenant-Maker?

What makes the attribute of God as a Covenant-Maker challenging? How have you wrestled
through this doctrine?

COVENANT-MAKER

VERSES TO STUDY

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen evidence of God as a Covenant-Maker in
your life? How does this attribute give you hope?

RADIANT GOD | 41

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD AS A COVENANT-MAKER

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God as a Covenant-Maker? How does this truth impact your life?
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SOVEREIGN
For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be
glory forever.
Romans 11:36

GOD IS…
in control and carrying out His plan of redemption as He rescues and reconciles His people.
One day He will restore all things for His glory.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“Everything that happens in the universe derives from God’s will. If God does not
order all things, then He has given up His responsibility to us and to Himself. Both
are impossibilities. Of course, many have questioned God’s goodness based on their
apprehension of how God is ‘doing things.’ However, we must keep in mind that God
is utterly incomprehensible and that we are all in a far more precarious state if God is
not in fact working things together after the counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:11). The
eternal God ordains all things from eternity and brings them to their intended goal in
history, to the praise of His name. The Scriptures do not hide the absolute sovereignty of
God: ‘Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases’ (Psalm 115:3). Everything
depends on God. He often works through means, despite not needing them to
accomplish His ends. His providence both preserves and governs all things. In our own
lives, we ought to believe with all our hearts in the sovereignty of God over all things.
His will comforts us in times of trouble because nothing can happen outside the decree
of our good God. Our Father in heaven truly works all things together for our good
(Romans 8:28), a promise that gives us comfort only if we affirm His sovereignty.”
God Is, pp. 117–119, 123

SOVEREIGN

FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
History is not a collection of random events; rather, God is sovereignly moving history
toward a definite plan as He works all things in conformity with His will (Ephesians 1:11) in the
way He pleases (Isaiah 46:10). From our limited perspective, it appears that we plan our own
ways, but God is the One who establishes our steps (Proverbs 16:9).
God has revealed the means of salvation (faith alone), the basis of salvation (grace alone)
and the merit of salvation (Christ alone) through the authority of Scripture (Scripture alone)
for the purpose of His own glory. God’s own glory is the supreme end and motivation for
everything He does. This means whatever God does, He does for His own sake because He
does not share His glory with anyone (Isaiah 48:11).
Having unlimited knowledge and unrestricted power, God sovereignly exercises His plan of
redemption and nothing can stop Him or interfere with His divine plans of salvation. Worthy
are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things
and by your will they existed and were created (Revelation 4:11).
As the Creator of all things, God is working His plan toward redeeming, rescuing and
reconciling His people with the ultimate hope of restoring everything that is lost and broken
under the curse of sin. This gives His people massive hope and purpose in life.
God alone is worthy of our unending worship. One day all believers will gather together and
hear every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea and all that is
in them, shouting with one voice, To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing
and honor and glory and might forever and ever! (Revelation 5:13) Until this day comes, God
reigns and rules over all things.
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SOVEREIGN

VERSES TO STUDY
1 Chronicles 29:11–13
Isaiah 46:8–11
Daniel 4:34–37
Romans 8:26–31
Ephesians 1:3–14

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s sovereignty?

What makes the attribute of God’s sovereignty challenging? How have you wrestled
through this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen God’s sovereignty in your life? How does
this attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s sovereignty? How does this truth impact your life?
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FAITHFUL
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an
end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:22–23

GOD IS…
reliable, trustworthy and true to His word in every situation at all times.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“We can never take God’s faithfulness for granted, especially since we live in a world
filled with unfaithfulness. God is faithful because what He speaks is true; He cannot
lie. We can count on Him to remain devoted and loyal to His Word and His very nature.
God’s faithfulness provides the basis for the hope of eternal life, which God, who never
lies, promised before the ages began (Titus 1:2). Thus, His faithfulness is the very ground
of our Christian religion. God’s faithfulness toward us springs forth from His faithfulness
to Himself. When He speaks a promise to us, His character is on the line. To break a
promise to us would be to deny Himself. God’s people, even as unfaithful people,
have always depended on God’s faithfulness. Indeed, all His attributes presuppose His
faithfulness. God remains unchangeable, holy, wise, good, eternal, omnipotent, and
therefore, He cannot but be faithful in what He says and how He acts.”
God Is, pp. 171–172

FAITHFUL

FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
Only God is perfect. Only God is always reliable all of the time. Unlike us, He does not
fail, forget, falter or disappoint. For eternity, God is consistent. He always does what
He says He will do. This means we aren’t left wondering if God will come through for
us and deliver what He has promised, because He’s always true. The Lord is faithful to a
thousand generations (Deuteronomy 7:9). This means we can have complete confidence
in God because we know His faithfulness is rooted in His other attributes. Forever God is
unchanging. He was faithful in the past and will be faithful until the end. These promises are
not empty religious claims, but promises made by a faithful God.
Your present situation does not determine God’s faithfulness. God is faithful when
everything is going fine, but He is also faithful in the midst of difficult circumstances. Think
about Joseph and how God used events intended for evil, for good (Genesis 50:20). In life,
so many people will let us down, but God won’t. God means what He says and keeps His
word. God is faithful to keep every promise He has made. God says He will never leave you
or forsake you. Think about the enormity of this statement.
You are dependent upon His faithfulness for salvation (1 Corinthians 1:8–9), for deliverance
away from temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13), for ongoing sanctification (1 Thessalonians
5:23), for the forgiveness of sins (1 John 1:9), for deliverance through suffering (1 Peter 4:19)
and for the hope of eternal life (Hebrews 10:23). These central truths lay the foundation for
the Christian life and solely rest on the faithfulness of God.
God desires for you to be faithful just as He is faithful. He calls you to reciprocate His
faithfulness. Faithful in your commitments. Faithful in your relationships. Faithful to the
end. Every act of faithfulness toward others is an act of faithfulness to God. Does this sound
impossible? It’s not. God not only calls you to be faithful, He enables you in your pursuit of
faithfulness. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who
calls you is faithful; He will surely do it (1 Thessalonians 5:23–24).
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FAITHFUL

VERSES TO STUDY
Numbers 23:19
Psalm 145
Romans 8:26–31
1 Thessalonians 5:23–24
Revelation 2:8–11

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s faithfulness?

What makes the attribute of God’s faithfulness challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen God’s faithfulness in your life? How does
this attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S FAITHFULNESS

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s faithfulness? How does this truth impact your life?
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LONGSUFFERING
But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
Psalm 86:15

LONGSUFFERING

GOD IS…
slow to anger and withholds His judgment of undeserving and rebellious people.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“God’s patience is, as far as sinners are concerned, a highly treasured attribute among
His people: ‘But you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love, and did not forsake them’ (Nehemiah 9:17). But the
patience of God does not today receive the emphasis it should. In His mercy, God has
a certain disposition toward sinful creatures, but His patience has in view the delaying
or tempering of the punishment that sinners deserve. God’s patience does not make
Him weak, and His slowness to anger does not make Him incapable of anger. When
promises are delayed, there resides no slackness in God. Likewise, we must not view
God as a pushover just because He temporarily withholds punishment. God has
complete knowledge of the thoughts and actions of all creatures all at once in His
eternally present eye. Just because He does not now exercise power to punish does
not imply that He lacks such power to do so. God does not need to be in a rush. His
patience is His power, and when He exercises the former, He shows more of the latter
than He would if He created a thousand worlds. How? Creating worlds shows a power
over creatures and matter; exercising patience shows power over Himself. We often
think of God’s patience in relation to His goodness and mercy, and right so. But His
power, knowledge and eternity are also vital components of divine patience.”
God Is, pp. 143–145
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
God works in mysterious ways as He orchestrates life in moments that baffle our minds.
Often, God’s timing leaves us confused or even frustrated. Though God is over the universe
and exercises sovereignty over all things, God does not reign in the same way that we would
if we were in control. God is wonderfully patient because He knows everything will happen
exactly as He intends and according to His plan. He’s not franticly pacing back and forth or
worried about what might happen. God knows exactly what will happen! He is deliberate.
He is purposeful. This is His plan.
God’s attribute of longsuffering is more than patience. Longsuffering simply means to suffer
long. It carries the quality of self-restraint in face of provocation. Though there are times in
Scripture where God burns with anger, Him being longsuffering is the opposite of that. God
delays and prolongs His vengeance. He suspends His divine anger and extends mercy to
those who have wronged Him. This does not mean God turns a blind eye toward sin or that
He allows these sins to go unjudged. Instead, God shows us that He doesn’t immediately
strike down those who oppose Him. How terrifying it would be to fall into the hands of an
angry God who is irritable, annoyed and impatient and not longsuffering with His imperfect
people.
Though holiness and justice are central to God’s character, so is His love and mercy. One day,
God will carry out judgment on sin and punish the unrighteous. But God is longsuffering not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance (2 Peter 3:9).
More than waiting, God being longsuffering is His divine restraint in the face of rebellion.
How persistent and patient is the Lord with His people and those far from Him.
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Exodus 34:5–9
Nehemiah 9:16–21
Psalm 86
Romans 2:3–4
2 Peter 3:8–13

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God being longsuffering?

What makes the attribute of God being longsuffering challenging? How have you wrestled
through this doctrine?

LONGSUFFERING

VERSES TO STUDY

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen evidence of God being longsuffering in
your life? How does this attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD BEING LONGSUFFERING

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God being longsuffering? How does this truth impact your life?
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JUST
For according to the work of a man He will repay him, and according to his
ways He will make it befall him. Of a truth, God will not do wickedly, and the
Almighty will not pervert justice.
Job 34:11–12

GOD IS…
the standard for righteousness and He administers His law fairly without partiality.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“God is just; He is the essentially and incomparably Righteous One. Because God is
holy, He must also be just. Holiness stands in complete opposition to sin, and justice
displays such opposition. Those who have seen much evil in their lives cherish the
justice of God as exceedingly precious, for they know that He will righteously repay
the wicked (Psalm 7:11–13). We can say that God’s decision to create the world was
free, not necessary. But in creating the world He could not divorce His attributes from
the matter in which He created. Thus, He created omnipotently because He is the allpowerful God. In the same way, because God is essentially just, He must punish sin as
the One who also immutably hates it. In order to eternally preserve His glory and do
justice to Himself (and to humanity), He of necessity renders judgement on sin. As the
holy God with absolute dominion, He cannot allow hatred of His holy being; He must
punish it. God loves His own being, which is to say He loves justice and the exercise of
it. As a result, to pardon sinners, God demands satisfaction. God became man because
man owed Him a debt, a debt so large that only God could pay it––hence came the
God-man, Jesus Christ.”
God Is, pp. 185, 187–188
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
We are often suspicious and unsure what to think about when it comes to the attribute
of God’s justice. However, His righteousness is what gives us reason for celebration. His
righteousness brings immense comfort when we consider how earthly justice falls miserably
short. We ache for justice when we experience the painful effects of sin. When someone we
love is mistreated, violated or wounded, we don’t respond with indifference—we cry out
and demand that someone be held accountable for their actions. Even toddlers are aware
of injustice and what is fair. If we, with our limited perspective, are so offended by injustice,
how much more does God demand justice when His standard of holiness and righteousness
is tossed aside and utterly broken?
When revealing Himself to Moses, God says He is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty (Exodus 34:6–7).
Innate in the character of God is the fact that He will not allow sin to go unpunished. Sin is an
afront, assault and attack on God.

JUST

God’s justice is perfect, because He is all-knowing, holy and infinite. He has no limitations.
He is not swayed by false testimony or inconclusive evidence. He is the perfect witness, who
searches and knows every heart, every intention and every action (Job 28:24, Psalm 69:5).
This is why He can be a fair and impartial Judge.
Unlike what we experience from one another on earth, God is not faulty or vindictive. He
does not overlook sin or inflict a greater punishment than what is deserved. This is good
news, because we are not only victims of sin; we are also guilty lawbreakers. The cost of sin
required Jesus’ death on the cross. Only He can satisfy His standard.
As Christians, our faith rests in Christ and in Him our future destiny is eternally secure.
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JUST

VERSES TO STUDY
Deuteronomy 32:1–7
Psalm 146:5–9
John 5:19–30
Romans 2:1–11
Revelation 20:11–12

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s justice?

What makes the attribute of God’s justice challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen evidence of God’s justice in your life?
How does this attribute give you hope?

RADIANT GOD | 57

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S JUSTICE

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s justice? How does this truth impact your life?
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LOVING
So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God
is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in Him.
1 John 4:16

GOD IS…
self-giving, showing mercy and grace toward all creation, especially to His people.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“God is love. The Bible plainly declares to us––not just in the explicit words of 1 John
4:8 ‘God is love’ but also in literally thousands of ways throughout God’s Word. If there
were no world and no universe, the persons of the Trinity would still have an infinite,
blessed, unchangeable, eternal, powerful love between them––an inward love. This
love satisfies them because it is a perfect love; it cannot be increased or decreased in
any way. Yet according to the free decision of God to extend His love outward, others
may be objects of it as well. God loves Jesus, all creatures, human beings, the elect
and the goodness in the elect. His love is best described as an affection, a love that
arises inwardly and extends outwardly. His love is not a passion, as if something causes
God to love. His love to others is caused by Himself. If someone is pleasing to God, it
is because God has made that person pleasing to Himself according to His love and
grace. God exists as an inexhaustible fountain of love. His goal for His creatures is that
they love God and one another, for we are never more like Him than when we love.”
God Is, pp. 127–128
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
God’s love is infinite. There is no end to His love because His love has always existed. His
love is bigger than we can imagine. His love is manifested in creation and proven through
redemption. Yet sadly, many people are tempted to believe the lies that somehow God
doesn’t love them. This was what the slithering snake whispered to Adam and Eve when he
said God was holding out on them. In short, Adam and Eve were deceived to believe that
“God doesn’t really love you.” This is the same lie that Satan subverts to us today.

LOVING

John, the disciple who Jesus loved, gives us a clear picture of God’s love. In this is love, not
that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our
sins (1 John 4:10). Here, we see that love is not a warm-fuzzy feeling. Love is more than a
sentimental feeling, emotional affection or physical attraction. Love is not selfish. Love is
rooted in a sacrificial action. Out of His love for the world, God gave up His one and only
Son and sent Jesus to the broken world to save the lost.
God’s love was unconditional. He loved us long before we ever loved Him. We didn’t earn
His love. He loved us first. But God shows His own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). Out of His love for the Father, Jesus gave up His life
as a sacrifice for sin. In His plan of redemption, Jesus did what we could not do ourselves.
His love bore the full weight and penalty of our sins as He reconciled us to God.
As humans we tend to filter what the Bible teaches us about God’s love through the lens
of what we experience from imperfect people. But our love for one another, even if it is
genuine, falls flat and cannot be compared to the self-giving love of God. His love is a
never-ending, unchanging, never giving up, always and forever kind of love. This
unconditional, sacrificial and lasting love reflects the heart and character of God. This is the
love God has for us, no matter what the enemy tries to tell us. You are loved.
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LOVING

VERSES TO STUDY
Psalm 103:11–14
Hosea 11:1–4
John 3:16–17
Romans 8:38–39
Ephesians 3:14–21
1 John 4:7–12

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s love?

What makes the attribute of God’s love challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen God’s love in your life? How does this
attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S LOVE

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s love? How does this truth impact your life?
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MERCIFUL
For the Lord your God is a merciful God. He will not leave you or destroy you
or forget the covenant with your fathers that He swore to them.
Deuteronomy 4:31

GOD IS…
tender, compassionate and deeply cares for all of mankind, especially those in need.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“God is merciful, a truth that Christians, when falling on their knees in prayer, often
confess first from their lips: God, be merciful to me, a sinner! (Luke 18:13) As sinners, we
count this attribute as exceedingly precious, and God does as well. Mercy is properly
an affection related to the divine will, whereby God has compassion on fallen creatures.
Thus, when we speak of mercy, we tend to refer to God’s lovingkindness, forbearance
or pity toward those with no claim to it as wretched sinners. If we are to have any hope
as miserable sinners, we must seek the special mercy that comes through Christ and
rejoice in it once we find it (1 Peter 1:3–5). God gives us hope, grants us inheritance
and guards us by His power—none of which we deserve. Why? Because of His ‘great
mercy’. What makes His mercy so great? That His great Son died for our sins and was
raised from the dead in order that we might be ‘born again to a living hope’. Because
God has shown mercy to us specifically in Christ, He will bestow on us all mercies.”
God Is, pp. 149,152–153

MERCIFUL

FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
God does not merely show random acts of compassion. He is always everywhere and at all
times merciful. His mercy is not by accident or weakness. Instead, God’s mercy allows us to
peer into His heart and know Him as a loving Father. Everything God does is an expression
of His mercy. He is both gentle and tender. He does not hold grudges. He is quick to forgive.
He looks out for the hurting. He pursues the lost. He cares for the brokenhearted. He saves
the crushed in spirit. His mercy runs after us.
The most evident emotion in Jesus was His compassion. This was more than empathy. In
His compassion, Jesus was moved to action. In viewing the crowds who were harassed like
sheep without a shepherd, Jesus was sad. When He saw people being taken advantage of
in the temple courts, Jesus was mad. He cared for women and children. He cried when His
friend Lazarus died. He went out of His way to minister to the sick, diseased and dying. Jesus
touched the untouchable lepers and ate with sinners. From prostitutes to the
demon- possessed, Jesus entered our broken and corrupt world and manifested God’s
mercy to people who deserved judgment.
Man’s greatest problem is his alienation and separation from God. Sin has turned man away
from God and has declared us enemies with God and hostile to His kingdom. Though His
holiness and justice demand punishment, God’s mercy deals with man’s greatest problem.
The gospel declares God, who is rich in mercy, has acted on our behalf to pay the penalty for
sin through the atoning death and resurrection of Jesus.
Rather than pouring out His divine wrath, God has instead poured out His mercy. While we
are sinners (Romans 3:23) who only deserve death (Romans 6:23), every day we live is an
act of supreme mercy from God. But more than simply putting up with us, God has invited
us into a relationship with Him that will carry into eternity. Rather than destroying us, He has
called us into His greatness so we can experience His glory.
Through Christ, God’s favor and blessing is now available. This is only by His mercy.
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MERCIFUL

VERSES TO STUDY
Exodus 33:19
2 Samuel 24:14
Psalm 51:1–12
Lamentations 3:19–24
Luke 6:32–36
1 Peter 1:3–9

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s mercy?

What makes the attribute of God’s mercy challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen God’s mercy in your life? How does this
attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S MERCY

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s mercy? How does this truth impact your life?
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GRACIOUS
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God.
Ephesians 2:8

GOD IS…
beyond generous in His lovingkindness because no one deserves His favor.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“The Bible clearly identifies God as gracious (Psalm 86:15, Psalm 145:8–9). Generally
speaking, God’s grace denotes His tendency to freely show favor to creatures who do
not deserve it. Divine grace is a perfection of God’s nature and thus a characteristic of
how He relates to finite creatures, even apart from sin. In the garden, the grace of God
came to Adam; in the wilderness, grace was showered on His Son, the second Adam.
God could be gracious to Jesus, not as though Jesus sinned but simply because God
is a grace-giving God––and if He shows grace to His creatures, how much more to His
beloved Son? Apart from the grace of God, all our best efforts are like filthy rags before
a holy God (Isaiah 64:6). He finds and creates in us what is pleasing to Him because He
is gracious. If God showed grace to His beloved Son, who was made like us in every
way except without sin, then how much more do we need grace? Such grace sustains us
spiritually in the same way that the air sustains us physically.”
God Is, pp. 178, 180, 183

GRACIOUS

FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
When God revealed Himself to Moses, He described Himself as a compassionate and
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness (Exodus 34:6). This means
grace is not something God puts on and takes off depending on how He is feeling or the
situation at hand. Grace is core to His character. God is not inconsistent or arbitrary in His
grace. He doesn’t stand back and roll the dice to determine whether or not He should
extend grace. Grace is who He is. God is always gracious, and He displays grace in all He
does. His creation, sovereignty, conviction of sin, gift of salvation and every work that God
has prepared are clear expressions and evidences of God’s unparalleled grace.
It might seem contradictory that God can be both gracious and just. But God’s punishment
of the guilty cannot be separated from His graciousness and lovingkindness. He doesn’t
love with one hand and then punish with the other. God says He takes no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, preferring they turn from their ways and live (Ezekiel 18:23). And when
His justice results in punishment, God’s desire is to show mercy and be patient to all, not
wanting any to perish (2 Peter 3:9).
We might be tempted to think we have done something special to earn God’s favor, but
this cannot be further from the truth. God’s favor and the gift of His grace is not a result of
anything you have done or a hint of your potential. God’s favor is solely and only a matter
of His grace. It is not because of intelligence, cleverness or goodness; rather the grace and
divine favor we experience in Christ originates only from God. While we were still dead in
our sins (Ephesians 2:1–10), God is the initiator of grace.
Being justified, sanctified and glorified is only possible because of God’s redeeming grace.
This means our salvation, standing with God and eternal future is dependent on God and
fully rests on the gift of His grace. Thanks be to God, who saved us and called us to a holy
calling, not because of our works but because of His own purpose and grace, which He gave
us in Christ Jesus before the ages began (2 Timothy 1:9).
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GRACIOUS

VERSES TO STUDY
Numbers 6:22–26
Isaiah 30:18
John 1:14–17
Romans 3:19–26
Titus 2:11–14

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s grace?

What makes the attribute of God’s grace challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen God’s grace in your life? How does this
attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S GRACE

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s grace? How does this truth impact your life?
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JEALOUS
...for you shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is
a jealous God.
Exodus 34:14

GOD IS…
zealous for relationships with His people and their exclusive worship and obedience.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“God hates and therefore He punishes all that is opposed to His holy nature. When
the Scriptures speak of God as angry or jealous, we must understand these emotions
as metaphors in terms of human feelings figuratively applied to God. He assumes such
descriptions of Himself in order to accommodate us in our weakness as creatures. God
delights in our godly fear of Him. We consider who He is, and we live before Him in
reverent fear, which actually keeps us from having to fear the awesome judgements of
God. When Christians lose the fear of God by failing to take Him seriously, it is at those
times that they actually need to fear Him the most. We have two choices: to live in
reverent fear of God because of His awesome and holy name or to fear His temporal
and eternal judgements on us because we have chosen to regard Him as unworthy of
our lifelong adoration.”
God Is, pp. 193–194, 199
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
For some, the word jealous stirs up thoughts of insecurity and infidelity. While human
jealousy is the source of many heartbreaks between human relationships, jealousy is a
unique attribute manifested in God. But how could a perfect, loving, patient God call
Himself Jealous (Exodus 34:14)? Was the meaning of this word somehow lost in translation
or should we take His name seriously and recognize God as a jealous God?
While all human words are limited and fail to describe the intricacies of God, the english
word jealous is actually a very good translation. Jealously is simply a strong desire to
maintain an exclusive relationship. It carries the idea of envy and zeal.

JEALOUS

God’s jealousy demands exclusive faithfulness from His people. God has made it abundantly
clear that His people should not have other gods. He alone is worthy of our undivided
worship, service and devotion. If God did not burn with righteous and jealous anger when
His people chased after false idols, He would be allowing Himself to be dishonored. God’s
jealous love requires more than loyalty, He demands exclusive devotion. God requires the
highest form of purity in our pursuit of Him.
In making a covenant with His people, God is portrayed as a husband and we are His bride
(Hosea 2:2). If a wife commits adultery and her husband doesn’t care, we would question
whether he loves her. To worship anything but God is spiritual adultery. This metaphor
intensifies in Jesus’ relationship with the church (Ephesians 5:22–33).
At the heart of the issue, God wants a permanent, undefiled and exclusive relationship with
His people. God is jealous for our love. I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no
other, nor my praise to carved idols (Isaiah 42:8).
God is jealous for your love not in a needy, weak, immature way, but in the holy way of
guarding and fiercely protecting what rightly belongs to Him alone. As our Creator and the
Savior who loves us infinitely and has purchased us with His own blood, God has exclusive
rights to His people. We are His beloved bride and His possession.
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JEALOUS

VERSES TO STUDY
Exodus 20:1–5
Exodus 34:14
Deuteronomy 4:15–24
1 Corinthians 6:15–20
2 Corinthians 11:2

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s jealousy?

What makes the attribute of God’s jealousy challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen God’s jealousy in your life? How does
this attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S JEALOUSY

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s jealousy? How does this truth impact your life?
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GOOD
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love
endures forever.
Psalm 136:1

GOD IS…
the standard of beauty, faithfulness, kindness, truth and the source of everything right.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“God is good and necessarily so. God’s essence does not conform to some external
standard of goodness. God is essentially goodness itself. This essential attribute of God
means that His other attributes are aspects of His goodness. His essence is good, so that
He cannot do anything that is not good. Perfect goodness belongs to God alone: And
Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone’ (Mark
10:18). Anything truly good in a creature simply mirrors God’s goodness. God created
everything good, and such goodness can be received from God alone, the fountain and
spring of all goodness. Importantly, God possesses goodness not as a quality but of His
very nature, not as a habit added to His essence, but His essence itself. He is not first
God, and then afterwards good; but He is good as He is God, His essence, being one
and the same, is formally and equally God and good.”
God Is, pp. 135–136
FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
When we say God is great, our focus is on His immense power. At the speed of sound, He
spoke the universe into existence, makes the skies thunder and rain, fills countless galaxies
with endless stars and sets the planets in motion. He alone is great! But not only is God
great, He is also supremely good. The goodness of God refers to His personal character and
who God is in relationship to us. In all ways, at all times and in all things, God is always good.
He is never absent, disinterested, careless, petty, moody, rude, spiteful vindictive or mean.
God never has a bad day or bad attitude. God always does what is right, loving, kind and
true because this is who God is.

GOOD

God doesn’t just do good things—He is good. How many times have you said you are
“good”, but this is a facade for how you really are? Though we often feel frustrated,
overwhelmed, tired or confused, the statement “I’m good” is usually what slips out because
this is what we want others to believe. Or maybe this is what we want to believe about
ourselves… I wish that I was good. Deep down when we are honest with ourselves, most
days we are far from good. Yet, goodness is not limited by something God does but who He
is. Taste and see the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8).
The key to understanding the goodness of God is learning who He is through His Word. You
are good and you do what is good; teach me your statutes (Psalm 119:68). In His Word, God
lays out what goodness is all about. Goodness is more than morals. Goodness is how God
relates to us. If we try to define goodness apart from God, we will be disappointed because
we will bring in our own definitions and impose our own faulty expectations on God. And
when God doesn’t do what we think He should do, we will accuse Him of failing to be
“good” because He didn’t do what we wanted Him to do. But who are we to inflict our will
over God and then stand in judgment of Him?
In His goodness, God gives us everything we need and withholds the things we don’t need.
God always does what is right and particularly looks to bless His people. This means when
we ask God to give us things that are useless or harmful, God says no and refuses because
He is good. Knowing all things, God knows what is best in every possible circumstance. In
His goodness, God may say no, but often He says yes.
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GOOD

VERSES TO STUDY
1 Chronicles 16:23–36
Psalm 34:1–18
Psalm 119:57–68
Matthew 7:7–11
James 1:16–18

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to God’s goodness?

What makes the attribute of God’s goodness challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen God’s goodness in your life? How does
this attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S GOODNESS

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s goodness? How does this truth impact your life?
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RADIANT
Those who look to Him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed.
Psalm 34:5

GOD IS…
majestic, mighty and perfect. He cannot be improved or imitated. He is incomparable. He is
infinitely beautiful and His glory illuminates every square inch of the universe.
FROM THE MIND OF A SCHOLAR
“There are basically two ways that we can speak of God’s glory, a term that denotes
His divine splendor and the magnificence for which He is worthy of honor. First, God’s
essential glory represents the sum of His attributes, which together make Him the God
of glory (Acts 7:2). His glory is the sparkling of the Deity. God’s life lies in His glory, and
it cannot increase or decrease, since it is already infinite, unchangeable and eternal.
This glory belongs to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, because each person shares in the
divine essence. Second, there is a glory ascribed to God in terms of what His creatures
bring to Him (1 Chronicles 16:29). The latter glory has in view our praise, worship,
obedience and delight as we keep the name of the Lord holy in all that we do (Matthew
6:9). Yet when we glorify God, we add nothing to His essential glory, the glory He
already possesses in Himself. We glorify God only as we give Him the honor due Him in
this world according to the way He has dictated in His Word.”
God Is, pp. 103–104

RADIANT

FROM THE HEART OF A PASTOR
God is not hidden or silent. Through creation, the incarnation and special revelation of His
Word, the eternal God has made Himself known. Filling the void of darkness, God stepped
down from heaven and took on flesh in Jesus. When Jesus came to the earth, He revealed
the greatness and the glory of God. From the first star that hung over the manger to the light
that came bursting out of the empty tomb, the invisible God became visible for the world to
see. In Jesus, the glory of God became public to silence scoffers and save sinners; He is the
radiance of the glory of God (Hebrews 1:3).
While Jesus walked the earth, He reflected and radiated the glory of God. Only in a few
special moments was His humanity pulled back and His radiant glory revealed. Peter, James
and John were eyewitnesses to the unveiling of His majesty in the transfiguration (Matthew
17:2, Mark 9:2–34, Luke 9:28–36). Like these disciples, Saul also encountered the glory
of Jesus shining brighter than the mid-day sun when Jesus confronted him on the road to
Damascus. Here, the radiating glory of Jesus was so bright that Saul was blind for three days
until his vision returned (Acts 9:3–9).
Though His whole life manifested the glory of God, the death of Jesus was the greatest
display of God’s glory. Here, the cross brought together God’s attributes: His holiness,
righteousness, justice, power, wisdom, goodness, love, jealousy, grace and mercy were on
display for all to see. In these darkest hours, God’s glory was just as bright as the first day
when He spoke light into existence and lit up the universe.
God’s glory transcends what we know on earth. In heaven, His glory will radiate so bright
that it will replace the sun. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory
of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb (Revelation 21:23). Until this day when we are in
the presence of God, you are called to be the light of the world.
Like Christ, you are called to be radiant and to let your light glow and shine before others so
they may glorify God (Matthew 5:14–16).
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RADIANT

VERSES TO STUDY
Exodus 33:17–23
Exodus 34:29–35
Psalm 34:1–5
2 Corinthians 4:1–6
Hebrews 1:1–3

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
What do you think about when it comes to the radiance of God?

What makes the attribute of God’s radiance challenging? How have you wrestled through
this doctrine?

Is there a time you can think of when you have seen evidence of God’s radiance in your life?
How does this attribute give you hope?
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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.”
A. W. Tozer

NOTES ON GOD’S RADIANCE

TRUTH TO REMEMBER
In light of what God says and reveals about Himself in Scripture, what is one truth you want to
remember about God’s radiance? How does this truth impact your life?
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