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RADIANT GOD: BEING HIS PEOPLE
THE LETTER OF JAMES

JULY
12      James 1:1  
19      James 1:2–8  
26      James 1:9–11

AUGUST
2                       All Together Sunday
9      James 1:12–18  
16   Week 1   James 1:19–21 
23   Week 2  James 1:22–27 
30   Week 3  James 2:1–13

SEPTEMBER
6    Off Week
13   Week 4  James 2:14–26 
20   Week 5  James 3:1–12  
27   Week 6  James 3:13–18 

OCTOBER
4   Off Week  James 4:1–10 
11   Week 7  James 4:11–12  
18   Week 8  James 4:13–17 
25   Week 9  James 5:1–6

NOVEMBER
1   Off Week  James 5:7–11  
8   Week 10  James 5:12  
15    Week 11  Social or Serving 
22   Week 12  James 5:13–20 
29    Off Week        

DECEMBER
6   Week 13  Christmas as a
      Small Group



Sermon-based small groups are designed to help us 
know God, learn what He says and grow our faith 
through His truth.

In small groups, we want to study God’s Word and know 
what the Bible says. We don’t want to base our lives on 
man’s wisdom or the experience of others. We want 
to know God and press the truth of His Word into one 
another. His wisdom is beyond this world and He has the 
power to transform lives. 

Something powerful happens when we study a passage 
on our own, hear the same passage on Sunday and then 
discuss it with our small group. This style of study keeps 
God’s Word in front of us through repetition. Over the 
course of one week, sermon-based small groups are 
designed to engage the same passage three times through 
observation, interpretation and application. 

Regardless of stage of life, spiritual maturity or personal 
circumstances, sermon-based small groups provide a 
simple structure to think deeply about the Lord and 
do what He says. When members in a small group are 
devoted to growing together by sharing their lives, 
studying God’s Word, supporting one another and 
serving their community, we believe the Lord will do a 
mighty work.

WHY SERMON-BASED
SMALL GROUPS?
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HOW DOES A SERMON-BASED
STUDY WORK?

Whether you’ve studied God’s Word for years or are newer in 
your faith, this study is designed to help you read, understand 
and apply God’s Word. 

PERSONAL STUDY: What does this passage say?
Study the passage on your own before hearing the message on 
Sunday. Read slowly and look for details. Use this study guide 
to highlight or underline key words or phrases that stand out. 
Then use the notes page to write down thoughts or questions. 
As you study the passage on your own, this provides familiarity 
and leads to curiosity as you have questions about the text. We 
believe your personal study of James throughout the week will 
prepare you for Sunday’s sermon.
  

SUNDAY SERMON: What does this passage mean?
The sermon is intended to teach the meaning of the text and to 
call you to respond. Often, the sermon helps clarify the author’s 
intent and moves us from observation to interpretation. Working 
through the same passage—as a reader and listener—allows 
you to engage God’s Word on a deeper level. If you miss the 
sermon, we encourage you to listen to it or watch it on our 
website prior to small group. 

SMALL GROUP: How does this passage impact us?
The final part of this study will bring together your personal 
study and Sunday’s sermon as you discuss and apply this 
passage with your small group. The goal of small group isn’t to 
rehash the sermon but to work together to press the truth of 
God’s Word into each other’s lives. We don’t want to be hearers 
of the Word only. We want to be doers of the Word and allow 
Scripture to shape our lives. 



FEEDBACK FROM
SMALL GROUP MEMBERS 

“I am more immersed in the Word throughout the week both 
preparing for small group and anticipating the sermon.”   
                –Vicki Olson

“Sermon-based small groups connect both aspects of ministry 
(small groups and preaching) and illustrate how our church 
works together as a whole.”         
              –Kevin Hines

“Becoming familiar with the text during the week adds depth 
to the service.”          
               –Lisa Rogers

“I’ve seen really good discussion in my group. Going through 
a passage of Scripture has forced us to ask our own questions 
rather than follow questions provided for us.”      
             –Justin Biehl

“It takes a disaster to keep me from church! It’s the only way 
to start the week. Through sermon-based small groups I have 
grown in greater appreciation of the sermon and greater 
clarity in understanding the text.”             
             –Judy Roseth
 
“In a sermon-based small group there is a commitment to 
Scripture since chapter by chapter discussion builds the 
overall storyline of the Bible. This makes it easier to go back 
to earlier discussions or look ahead and not feel confined to a 
list of questions.”                   
           –Dave Carlson
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“I like sermon-based small groups because the more time you 
spend in the same passage of Scripture, the greater the sense 
of conviction will likely come out of it.”           
                              –Garrett Lowe

“I’ve enjoyed the depth of discussion and the variety of 
sharing has been refreshing and different each week. I’m sure 
this is the Holy Spirit at work.”
              –Matt Matlik

“As a leader in the 20s small group, it has been awesome to 
see growth in our group making daily time in the Word while 
processing what Scripture says rather than just reading to 
check the box.”   
                –Hannah Swarens

“Discussing the passages with our small group has not only 
opened my heart to look at the Word from other perspectives, 
it has allowed me to get to know my small group members in 
different ways as they walk us through their thought process.”   
                   –Kristen Milharcic

“I’ve enjoyed reading the passage prior to Sunday because I 
feel more equipped to dive deeper into God’s Word. I come to 
church excited to hear the passage.”           
                     –Laura Ray
  
“Sermon-based small groups have helped drive the sermon 
home each week.” 
            –Jody Findley
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RADIANT GOD: BEING HIS CHURCH

Radiant Bible Church,
 
These are unprecedented days. These are providentially-
provided days. These are days for us to gather together around 
God’s Word to deepen our understanding of what it looks like to 
BE God’s people.

If someone were to ask me, “Pastor Doug, could you point me to 
three or four pages of Scripture that talk about what it looks like, 
in a practical way, to BE God’s people living in a broken world? 
And don’t give me a checklist of to-do’s for Jesus! I want real-deal 
direction on what it looks like to BE God’s people.”  

My answer would be, “Dig into the letter of James!”

James knew what it was to have doubts about Jesus. He knew 
what it was to be radically changed by Jesus. He knew what it 
was to live in and lead others through difficult times of life. And 
James wrote a letter. He wrote a letter from God to uprooted, 
scattered, struggling, trying-to-figure-it-out followers of Jesus 
living in unprecedented, providentially-provided times… just like 
us. A letter filled with practical direction on what it looks like to 
BE God’s people. 

As you and your small group gather around the letter of James 
over the coming months, I would ask that you commit to mining 
its depths. Don’t be satisfied with scratching the surface of 
the text looking for self-help tips. Instead, sit with the text, dig 
into it and go deep. Yes, mine for the what-to-do’s, but more 
importantly, mine for the what-to-BE’s.

Let’s pray that God does a life-changing work in our lives and in 
our church as we learn and put into practice what it looks like to 
increasingly BE His people.

Together! 
Pastor Doug
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INTRO TO THE LETTER OF JAMES

Who is James?
James was the son of Mary and Joseph, and the half-brother of Jesus. 
Like many in his family, James doubted Christ and thought Jesus was 
“out of his mind” for claiming to be the Messiah. But after Jesus rose 
from the dead, He appeared to James. This changed the course of 
James’ life as he believed in Jesus and became the lead voice for the 
Jerusalem church. James was a servant of God who held a position 
of influence as the early church spread from Jerusalem to the ends of 
the earth. 

Who is he writing to? 
James wrote this letter to Messianic Jews scattered among the 
nations. These Jews were on the fringe of society. They were 
despised by Gentiles. Because they believed that Jesus was the 
Messiah, they were shunned by other Jews. Many were marginalized, 
living in poverty, enduring persecution and had no social standing 
in the community. They were foreigners displaced from Jerusalem. 
Some of these early believers were losing their way and this led 
to conflict with one another. Adjusting to their new faith, these 
believers were hurting, confused, struggling and suffering. 

When is he writing?
The events in the letter of James took place 15 years after the 
resurrection of Jesus and before the missionary journeys of the 
Apostle Paul. This places James as the earliest writing of the New 
Testament around the mid 40s. 

Why is he writing?
As God’s people were scattered and living in a broken and angry 
world, James wrote to help those believers figure out what it looked 
like to be God’s people. James encouraged the early church to live out 
the words of Jesus. The letter of James is not about a checklist to do, 
but a people to become.
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HOW TO STUDY THE LETTER OF JAMES

Read the Whole Letter Each Week
Imagine receiving this letter in the first century. Just like a letter, 
read James in one sitting from beginning to end. The goal in reading 
this letter all the way through is to grasp the bigger picture. As you 
read, don’t focus on specific words or phrases, try to follow the flow 
of the letter and make connections to how the teaching of James 
applies today.

Ask Questions of the Text
One of the best ways to study the Bible is by asking questions. As 
you read, look for action words and repeated words as these are 
often the main points of the passage. Use your study guide to 
underline or highlight words and take notes of the passage. Asking 
questions will help you uncover the meaning of the text and how 
these truths apply today.

Looking Back
James wrote to real people in real places and addressed real 
problems to new Christians scattered across the country in house 
churches. James rebuked his readers for living like the world and 
challenged them to seek wisdom in working out their problems and 
getting right with God. There are over 50 imperatives in the book’s 
108 verses. This abundance of commands is a signal that James has 
a practical bent and is interested in action rather than mere belief as 
the distinguishing characteristic of Christians. 

•  What problem was James addressing?

•  Why might this have been an issue among the first 
century Church? 
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Bring it Forward
The letter of James is filled with timeless truths that extend 
beyond the believers of the first century. James is not telling these 
Christians what to do, he is instructing them with wisdom and 
challenging them to be the kind of people who God has made them 
to be. As God’s people, these same timeless truths are relevant and 
relate to us today.

Ask a Question
Though some questions will be answered by the sermon, bring 
one question to your small group each week. These questions will 
help you interact and learn from other members of your small 
group while guiding the conversation of your group. Remember, 
preparation leads to participation. 

•  How have you seen this same issue impact God’s people or 
you personally?

•  What kind of people is James challenging us to be today? 

•  From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?  
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THE LETTER OF JAMES

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:
Greetings.
 2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But 
let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like 
a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that 
person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the 
Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
 9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich 
in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass 
away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the 
grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich 
man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.
 12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for 
when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which 
God has promised to those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he 
is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, and he himself tempts no one.
14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his 
own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 
18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
 19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick 
to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger;  20 for the anger of man does
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not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all 
filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he 
is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For 
he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was 
like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, 
and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he 
will be blessed in his doing.
 26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his 
tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. 
27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: 
to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world.

2 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and 
fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby 
clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who 
wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while 
you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my 
feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and 
become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has 
not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love 
him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the 
ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are 
they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you 
were called?
 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if 
you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the 
law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in 
one point has become guilty of all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not



commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit 
adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 
12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of 
liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no 
mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
 14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith 
but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or 
sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving 
them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also 
faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
 18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” 
Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my 
faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even 
the demons believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you 
foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son 
Isaac on the alter? 22 You see that faith was active along with his 
works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture 
was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see 
that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the 
same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when 
she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 
For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from 
works is dead.

3 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.
 2 For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble 
in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole 
body. 3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, 
we guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships also: though 
they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by 
a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the 
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. 
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 How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among 
our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire 
course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and 
bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by 
mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless 
evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and 
with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From 
the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these 
things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same 
opening both fresh and salt water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, 
bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield 
fresh water.
 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good 
conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But 
if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not boast and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that 
comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For 
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder 
and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, 
impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in 
peace by those who make peace.

4 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it 
not this, that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and 
do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you 
fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask 
and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 
passions. 4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to 
be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do 
you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns 
jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he 
gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
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Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
 11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one 
who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil 
against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are 
not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver and 
judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge 
your neighbor?
 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go 
into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and 
make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. 
What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and 
then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will 
live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All 
such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and 
fails to do it, for him it is sin.

5 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are 
coming upon you. 2 Your riches have rotted and your garments are 
moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion 
will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have 
laid up treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the wages of the laborers 
who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out 
against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of 
the Lord of hosts. 5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-
indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You 
have condemned and murdered the righteous person. He does not 
resist you.
 7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. 
See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being 
patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You 
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
at hand. 
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 9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you 
may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10 As 
an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those 
blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness 
of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful.
 12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven 
or by earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your 
“no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.
 13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone 
cheerful? Let him sing praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let 
him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer 
of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him 
up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, 
confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you 
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power 
as it is working. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he 
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six 
months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and 
heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.
 19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth 
and someone brings him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings 
back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and 
will cover a multitude of sins.

Scripture quotations are from The ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved.
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JAMES 1:1
SERIES INTRO

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:
Greetings
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JAMES 1:1
SERMON NOTES



JAMES 1:2–8
IN OUR KNOWING

 2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But 
let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like 
a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that 
person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the 
Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
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JAMES 1:2–8
SERMON NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.21



JAMES 1:9–11
IN OUR BOASTING

9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his 
humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass away.
11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its 
flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade 
away in the midst of his pursuits.
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JAMES 1:9–11
SERMON NOTES
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JAMES 1:12–18
IN OUR REMAINING

12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when 
he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God 
has promised to those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he is 
tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, and he himself tempts no one.
14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his 
own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 
18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.24



JAMES 1:12–18
SERMON NOTES
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       JAMES 1:19–21
IN OUR xCHANGING

 19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be 
quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man 
does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away 
all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness 

the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
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JAMES 1:19–21
STUDY NOTES

Looking Back. James wrote to real people in real places and addressed 
real problems to new Christians scattered among the nations. 

What problem is James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. The letter of James is filled with timeless truths that 
extend beyond the believers in the first century as these same truths 
still apply today. 

How have you seen this same issue impact God’s people or
you personally? 

What kind of people is James is challenging us to be as we live out 
our faith?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?
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       JAMES 1:19–21
SERMON NOTES
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       JAMES 1:19–21
GROUP NOTES
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RADIANT GROUPS WEEK 1



     JAMES 1:22–27
IN OUR RELIGION

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, 
he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 
24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what 
he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law 
of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer 
who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.
 26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his 
tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. 
27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: 
to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 

unstained from the world.
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     JAMES 1:22–27
STUDY NOTES

Looking Back. What problem was James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. How have you seen this same issue impact God’s 
people or you personally? 

What kind of people is James challenging us to be today?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?
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     JAMES 1:22–27
SERMON NOTES
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     JAMES 1:22–27
GROUP NOTES
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RADIANT GROUPS WEEK 2



         JAMES 2:1–13
IN OUR IMPARTIALITY

2 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold 
ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man 
in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the 
one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good 
place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” 
or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions 
among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, 
my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are
poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, 
which he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you have 
dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress 
you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones 
who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called?
 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the 
Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing 
well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the 
whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 
11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 
murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have 
become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as those 
who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is 
without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs 
over judgment.
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         JAMES 2:1–13
STUDY NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.35

Looking Back. What problem was James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. How have you seen this same issue impact God’s 
people or you personally? 

What kind of people is James challenging us to be today?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?



         JAMES 2:1–13
SERMON NOTES
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         JAMES 2:1–13
GROUP NOTES
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RADIANT GROUPS WEEK 3



     JAMES 2:14–26
IN OUR WORKS

 14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has 
faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a 
brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 
and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” 
without giving them the things needed for the body, what good 
is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show 
me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith 
by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the 
demons believe—and shudder! 
 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that 
faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the alter? 
22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith 
was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled 
that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see that 
a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the 
same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works 
when she received the messengers and sent them out by another 
way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith 
apart from works is dead.
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     JAMES 2:14–26
STUDY NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.39

Looking Back. What problem was James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. How have you seen this same issue impact God’s 
people or you personally? 

What kind of people is James challenging us to be today?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?



     JAMES 2:14–26
SERMON NOTES
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     JAMES 2:14–26
GROUP NOTES
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RADIANT GROUPS WEEK 4



JAMES 3:1–12
IN OUR TALK

3 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 
2 For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in 
what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 
3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we 
guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships also: though they 
are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a 
very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the 
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.
 How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among 
our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire 
course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and 
bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by 
mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless 
evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and 
with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From 
the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these 
things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same 
opening both fresh and salt water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, 
bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield 
fresh water.
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     JAMES 3:1–12
STUDY NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.43

Looking Back. What problem was James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. How have you seen this same issue impact God’s 
people or you personally? 

What kind of people is James challenging us to be today?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?



JAMES 3:1–12
SERMON NOTES
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     JAMES 3:1–12
GROUP NOTES
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RADIANT GROUPS WEEK 5



JAMES 3:13–18
IN OUR WISDOM

 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good 
conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But 
if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not boast and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that 
comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For 
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder 
and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is 
sown in peace by those who make peace.
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JAMES 3:13–18
STUDY NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.47

Looking Back. What problem was James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. How have you seen this same issue impact God’s 
people or you personally? 

What kind of people is James challenging us to be today?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?



JAMES 3:13–18
SERMON NOTES
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JAMES 3:13–18
GROUP NOTES
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RADIANT GROUPS WEEK 6



JAMES 4:1–10
IN OUR PASSIONS

4 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it 
not this, that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and 
do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you 
fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask 
and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 
passions. 4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to 
be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do 
you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns 
jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he 
gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he 
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.
10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.
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JAMES 4:1–10
STUDY NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.51

Looking Back. What problem was James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. How have you seen this same issue impact God’s 
people or you personally? 

What kind of people is James challenging us to be today?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?



JAMES 4:1–10
SERMON NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.52



JAMES 4:1–10
GROUP NOTES
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RADIANT GROUPS OFF WEEK



       JAMES 4:11–12
IN OUR JUDGING

11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who 
speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against 
the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a 
doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, 
he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge 
your neighbor?
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       JAMES 4:11–12
STUDY NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.55

Looking Back. What problem was James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. How have you seen this same issue impact God’s 
people or you personally? 

What kind of people is James challenging us to be today?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?



       JAMES 4:11–12
SERMON NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.56



       JAMES 4:11–12
GROUP NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.57

RADIANT GROUPS WEEK 7



JAMES 4:13–17
IN OUR PLANNING

 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will 
go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade 
and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will 
bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little 
time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord 
wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your 
arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right 
thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.
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JAMES 4:13–17
STUDY NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.59

Looking Back. What problem was James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. How have you seen this same issue impact God’s 
people or you personally? 

What kind of people is James challenging us to be today?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?



JAMES 4:13–17
SERMON NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.60



JAMES 4:13–17
GROUP NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.61

RADIANT GROUPS WEEK 8



           JAMES 5:1–6
IN OUR TREASURING

5 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are 
coming upon you. 2 Your riches have rotted and your garments 
are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver have corroded, and their 
corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like 
fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the wages 
of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by 
fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters 
have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 5 You have lived on the 
earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your 
hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered 
the righteous person. He does not resist you.

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.62

RA
DI

AN
T G

RO
UP

S W
EE

K 
9



           JAMES 5:1–6
STUDY NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.63

Looking Back. What problem was James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. How have you seen this same issue impact God’s 
people or you personally? 

What kind of people is James challenging us to be today?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?



           JAMES 5:1–6
SERMON NOTES
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           JAMES 5:1–6
GROUP NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.65

RADIANT GROUPS WEEK 9



JAMES 5:7–11
IN OUR WAITING

 7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the 
Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, 
being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 
8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, 
so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at 
the door. 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we 
consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard 
of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the 
Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.
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JAMES 5:7–11
STUDY NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.67

Looking Back. What problem was James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. How have you seen this same issue impact God’s 
people or you personally? 

What kind of people is James challenging us to be today?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?



JAMES 5:7–11
SERMON NOTES
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JAMES 5:7–11
GROUP NOTES
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RADIANT GROUPS OFF WEEK



                           JAMES 5:12
IN OUR OATHING

12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by 
earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” 
be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.
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                           JAMES 5:12
STUDY NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.71

Looking Back. What problem was James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. How have you seen this same issue impact God’s 
people or you personally? 

What kind of people is James challenging us to be today?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?



                           JAMES 5:12
SERMON NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.72



                           JAMES 5:12
GROUP NOTES
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RADIANT GROUPS WEEK 10



                  JAMES 5:13–20
IN OUR TOGETHERING

 13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone 
cheerful? Let him sing praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let 
him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer 
of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him 
up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, 
confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that 
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great 
power as it is working. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, 
and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years 
and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed 
again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.
 19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the 
truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him know that whoever 
brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from 
death and will cover a multitude of sins.
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                  JAMES 5:13–20
STUDY NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.75

Looking Back. What problem was James addressing? 

Why might this have been an issue among the first century Church? 

Bring it Forward. How have you seen this same issue impact God’s 
people or you personally? 

What kind of people is James challenging us to be today?

Ask a Question. From these verses, what is one question for your 
small group?



                  JAMES 5:13–20
SERMON NOTES
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                  JAMES 5:13–20
GROUP NOTES

R A D I A N T  G R O U P SP.77

RADIANT GROUPS WEEK 12



EIGHT COMMITMENTS OF SMALL GROUP
We want every small group member to embrace eight commitments. 
These commitments are based on the biblical mandate of mutual 
ministry, which is the driving force behind small groups. While each 
group has its own dynamic, these commitments are intended to 
set clear expectations and increase ownership among each small 
group member. Since healthy groups thrive on participation, clear 
commitments are a critical starting point. Healthy small groups consist 
of members who strive to live out all eight commitments. 
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1. SPIRITUAL GROWTH
I will pursue spiritual growth and encourage my group as they 
grow in their walk with Christ. 

2. CULTIVATE RELATIONSHIPS 
I will be present and make it a priority to know and stay 
connected with the people in my group. 

3. ACCEPT OWNERSHIP 
I will look for big and small ways to contribute and care for 
needs that come up in my group 

4. BE AUTHENTIC 
I will trust, be transparent and strive to be open while 
maintaining respect and confidentiality in my group.  

5. EMBRACE ACCOUNTABILITY 
I will invite my group to speak into my life while extending 
grace to my group.  

6. CELEBRATE GROWTH 
I will encourage and celebrate when God is working in the lives 
of my group.  

7. SERVE TOGETHER 
I will serve with my group and look for ways to be a witness 
for Christ. 

8. MULTIPLY MINISTRY 
I will be open to new members and as we grow, we will multiply 
to advance God’s work so more people can experience what we 
have experienced. 
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Boldness – not afraid to 
share your faith with 
gentleness and conviction

Compassion – empathy for 
someone and the courage to 
act on their behalf

Contentment – being at peace 
rather than given to worry, 
anxiety, fear, jealousy, envy 
or the desire for more

Even-Tempered – not 
reacting with sinful anger 
or a quick temper

Faith – unswerving 
confidence in God and His 
promise of good regardless 
of present circumstances

Forgiveness – releasing 
someone from a wrong that has 
been done and not being bitter 

Honesty – being truthful and 
above reproach in all things; 
not deceptive, hypocritical or 
slanting the truth

Initiative – inviting people 
into your life and taking an 
interest in others through 
hospitality and service

Joy – supernatural delight in 
the Lord that overflows into 
a love for others

Kindness –putting the needs 
and well-being of others first

Patience – a spirit of mercy, 
humility and trusting that 
God is in control 

Peace – a sense of fulfillment 
and confidence that comes 
from being rightly related to 
God and others

Purity – thinking and acting 
in godly ways while fleeing from 
sexual immorality

Self-Controlled – bringing 
thoughts, emotions and 
actions under the control of 
the Holy Spirit 

Truth in Love – willingness to 
speak what’s right while not 
being harsh 

Wholesome Speech – quick 
to build others up with words 
that edify; not given to 
vulgarity, gossip, slander, lying 
or demeaning sarcasm

WHAT IS ONE CHARACTER QUALITY YOU WANT TO GROW IN THIS YEAR?
HOW CAN WE SUPPORT YOU AS A SMALL GROUP?
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CHARACTER QUALITIES FOR
SPIRITUAL GROWTH

“



Accountability – inviting men or 
women into your life so you can be 
honest with yourself, honest with 
others and honest before the Lord

Bible Study – desire for God’s 
Word; regular time of reading, 
studying, meditating and
applying Scripture 

Corporate Worship – engaging 
with God and other believers by 
participating in weekend worship 

Fasting – routinely fasting from 
food, media or activity to meet 
with the Lord through prayer, 
focus and dependence on Him

Giving – cheerfully and 
generously giving to the Lord 
and others through your time, 
talents and treasure

Prayer - a regular time of praise, 
confession and intercession

Rest –setting aside time to slow 
down and stop the busyness of 
life as a reminder that our final 
rest is in heaven

Scripture Memory – hiding 
God’s Word in your heart and 
reflecting on Scripture

Serving – looking for big and 
small ways to care for the needs 
of others

Spouse  Parent  
  
Son  Daughter 
   
Sibling  Friend

Neighbor Co-Worker

Accept, admonish, bear the burdens, 
build up, care for, comfort, confess 
your faults, encourage, forgive, be 

honest, greet, honor, be hospitable, 
be kind, love, pray for, be of the same 

mind, serve, spur on, submit to and 
be devoted to one another.
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SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES FOR
SPIRITUAL GROWTH

WHAT AREA OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH DO YOU WANT TO FOCUS ON THIS SEMESTER?
HOW CAN WE SUPPORT YOU AS A SMALL GROUP?“

WHAT IS ONE RELATIONSHIP YOU WANT TO FOCUS ON THIS SEMESTER? 
HOW CAN WE SUPPORT YOU AS A SMALL GROUP?“



WEEKLY GAUGE: 
1. This week was great. My high was…

2. This week was bad. My low was…

3. This week was the same. I am stuck in a rut…

VICTORY AND FAILURE: 
1. What is one victory from this past month?

2. What is one failure from this past month?

3. How are you being recharged?

4. What has been most draining?

5. How can we pray for you or support you?

MORAL GUARDRAILS: 
1. Am I aware of any unconfessed sin in my life?

2. Do I have anyone I need to forgive or ask for forgiveness?

3. Have I been caught in gossip, jealousy, lying or complaining?

4. Have I been with a man or woman in an inappropriate way? 

5. Have I exposed myself to any explicit materials this week?

6. Have I looked for opportunities to share Christ with others?

7. How have I demonstrated love and respect to my spouse?

8. How have I sought to have spiritual input with my family?

ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONS FOR 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH
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