
 

SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Week of February 20 & 21, 2021 

Please use these questions to stay connected as a church to meditate on the same sermon preached 
from God’s Word this week.  May this be a fruitful time for the building up of our church and for the spread 
of the gospel. 

Sermon Text 

1 John 4:16b-21 

If you were not able to listen to this week’s sermon, then please refer to this link to listen prior to 
answering these questions, http://hawaiikaichurch.org/sermononline   

God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in 
him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence 
for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We 
love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates 
his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment 
we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.  

Summary 

Truth and assurance come together and result in the overarching purpose of 1 
John, which is true joy that comes from knowing the love of God.  We experience 
and grow in God’s love through our relationship with Him and with His bride the 
church.  Christians have both the challenge and the joy of growing in our love for 
one another in the context of the church.  
 
Discussion Questions  

 

http://hawaiikaichurch.org/sermons/page/1


 

1. God is not only a God of love, nor is He a God who simply does loving 
things.  Rather God is love (1 Jn 4:16). One could say that true love is 
defined by and through everything that God is.  Why is it so important for 
people to understand that true love is defined by the eternal qualities and 
essence of God, rather than by our own definition?  How does it comfort 
you to know that EVERYTHING God does is initiated, impelled and 
influenced by love? 
 

2. To abide means to stay, remain, or to live, so, to abide in Christ is to live in 
Him or remain in Him.  In John 15:10 Jesus teaches “If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father's commandments and abide in his love.” How would you answer 
a person who falsely claims that Jesus loves you only if you obey Him?  Do 
you ever believe this?  That God only loves you when you are doing well, 
and that His anger burns against you when you mess up and sin?  How 
does the Gospel dispel these false notions?  Why do you obey God?  How 
does obedience and love go hand in hand?  
 
[John 15:9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in 
my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 
11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be full.] 
 

3. 1 John 4:17&18 speaks of a “love perfected with us”, a “perfect love”, and 
us being “perfected in love”.  How does a proper understanding of God’s 
love: 1) give us confidence in the day of judgment, and 2) cast out all fear?  
 
How is love perfected with us? (see 1 John 4:16 & 17) How does 
obedience to Christ lead to love being perfected in us? (see John 15:10 
and from our sermon we learned that obedience to the Lord is how we 
experience relationship with God.) 
 

4. In 1 John 4:19 it says, “We love because he first loved us.”  How have you 
found this to be true in your life?  
 



 

5. From 1 John 4:16b-21 and from everything we learned in this week’s 
sermon, why is it impossible for someone to say they love God, but hate 
his brother?  Have you ever “hated” a brother or sister in Christ? (Note: 
hatred is synonymous with resentment, hostility, ill will, dislike, and 
animosity)  If so, what does this say about your love for God?  How does a 
proper view of God’s love help the Christian overcome their “hatred”?  


