
SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Week of February 27 & 28, 2021

Please use these questions to stay connected as a church to meditate on the same sermon preached
from God’s Word this week.  May this be a fruitful time for the building up of our church and for the spread
of the gospel.

Sermon Text

Matthew 9:35-38

If you were not able to listen to this week’s sermon, then please refer to this link to listen prior to
answering these questions, http://hawaiikaichurch.org/sermononline

35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every
disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”.

Summary

In Pastor Amel’s last weekend with Hawaii Kai Church, our sermon gives us a
portrait of Jesus’ heart for the lost as well as a charge to Pastor Amel and to all
Christians in the work of ministry.  We are to have Christ-like compassion for the
lost, prioritize the preaching of the Gospel above all else, be secure in Christ’s
love for us, and pray for God to send more laborers into the harvest.

Discussion Questions
1. Jesus went into the smallest towns to preach.  He visited with and touched

the outcasts, the lepers, and the prostitutes.  It was often amongst the
broken of humanity that He found the greatest faith. As we seek to minister

http://hawaiikaichurch.org/sermons/page/1


to people, why do we find it hard to minister to the broken and
downtrodden?  What will it take for you to share Jesus’ heart for the lost so
that you are willing to “smell like the sheep”?

2. Jesus ministered to the sick and poor in very tangible ways, but He knew
that healing diseases and feeding empty stomachs were not man’s
greatest problems. The root problem in all of creation is sin.  Not only did
Jesus heal the sick and feed the hungry, but His primary ministry purpose
was to proclaim the Gospel (Mark 1:38).  Why do you think some churches
would rather focus most of their effort on social justice issues, or feeding
the hungry, or helping the poor, rather than preaching the gospel?  How
should mercy ministries (feeding the hungry and helping the poor) fit into
the life of the church?

3. When Jesus viewed the crowds of people, he saw them as harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd and He had great compassion for
them.  Jesus’ ministry was one of “self forgetfulness”. He was able to
ignore the people’s rejection of Him and still love and care for them with
great compassion.  How does this picture of Jesus help you to minister to
people who do not treat you well?

4. In our sermon we heard that to have a Jesus-like love and compassion for
others, we must first be secure in Jesus’ love for us. Your compassion and
drive to love and serve others will only happen as you dive deeper and
deeper into His love for you.  Do you believe this? Why or why not?  How
can a person become more secure in Jesus’ love?

5. Not every Christian will be sent as a missionary to the mission field or to
pastor a pastorless church.  But in our passage today, Jesus is telling all
believers to pray for more laborers to be sent into the harvest.  How often
do you pray for God to send more laborers into the harvest? How often do
you hear others pray for this?  Why do you think praying for more laborers
isn’t a higher priority in our prayer life?  How can it become so?


