
SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Week of September 4, 2022

Please use these questions to stay connected as a church to meditate on the same sermon preached from God’s Word
this week.  May this be a fruitful time for the building up of our church and for the spread of the gospel.

Sermon Text: Luke 10:38-43
38 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha
welcomed him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet
and listened to his teaching. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went
up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her
then to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and
troubled about many things, 42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion,
which will not be taken away from her.”

Discussion Questions
1. In this week’s sermon, we heard that the story of Martha and Mary reveals the core of Christian

discipleship - i.e. Mary sitting at Jesus’ feet and listening to His teaching. When you think of the term
“discipleship”, what ideas, concepts, practices, and methods come to mind?  How does this week’s
message either coincide with or contradict your concept of discipleship?

2. It is easy to criticize Martha because she was so distracted but as we learned in our sermon, Martha
was a godly woman who truly loved her Lord.  In what ways were Martha’s actions good and worthy to
be emulated?  Why do you think it’s important to realize that Martha’s actions were good?  And yet in
spite of this, Jesus gently rebukes her and tells her that Mary has chosen the good portion. What does
this tell us about Mary’s response to Jesus?

3. In what ways are you distracted in your own life?  What kinds of things in your life are pushing Jesus to
the margins?

4. What does sitting at the Lord’s feet and listening to His teaching look like in our current day and age?
In other words, how are Christians supposed to choose the “good portion” today?  How can you prevent
yourself from using “sitting at Jesus feet” as an excuse for laziness?

5. How do you think your life would be different if you were to become more like Mary and less like
Martha?  Describe some of the changes in your life that you envision.  Is this something that is
appealing to you?  If so why, and if not, why not?


