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“If

any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to you.”
James 1:5 (NIV)

Women Of Wisdom Series
The Pursuit of Wisdom
A four-week study on the virtue of wisdom
with an in-depth daily study of selected Proverbs

Every Good and Perfect Gift
A seven-week study of the book of James
with an emphasis on wisdom from above

Something New Under the Sun
A ten-week study of the book of Ecclesiastes
in light of Jesus Christ
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Introduction
I am so excited you are joining me on this journey to becoming Women of
Wisdom! The Pursuit of Wisdom, the first in the WOW series, is a brief but packed
four-week study that will focus on the highly prized virtue of wisdom itself. The
four sessions will be taught using scripture from all over the Bible. We will
specifically be drawing from what is considered Old Testament Wisdom
Literature…the books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of
Solomon… as well as New Testament wisdom found in James and 1 Corinthians.
The daily homework will expound on what we cover in the sessions and also
includes a section I’ve called “Wisdom in Proverbs.” This is an in-depth study of
selected Proverbs that address wisdom directly in their subject matter.
Do not get discouraged if you can’t figure out all the answers. Attempt all
the work on your own using a study Bible and multiple translations, a Bible
dictionary and concordance before just resorting to “Googling” the answer. It’s
better to come to class with unfinished homework and an intention to complete it
later, than to get the quick answer and never gain understanding.
Want to get a head start on homework? Here’s your first assignment…
Q: Is there an area of your life in which you need wisdom? Explain.
Write your answer to the previous question in the form of a prayer here…
If you feel comfortable, share your prayer request with your small group or
a trusted friend and commit to praying about this area specifically for the next
four weeks. At the end of the study I’ll give you an opportunity to reflect and
share how the Lord has moved in this area of your life.
Finally, I urge you to commit the following scripture to memory and keep it
in mind as you pray for and learn about wisdom over the coming weeks. May God
bless you as you seek Him and the virtue of wisdom!
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.”
Proverbs 9:10

Wisdom in Proverbs…
In the King James Version of the Bible, the word wisdom is used 181 times
in the Old Testament and 53 times in the New Testament. Wisdom is referred to
in 46 verses in the book of Proverbs alone. There are at least three Hebrew
words and two Greek words commonly used in the Bible for our one English
word, wisdom. You will learn more about the different uses and definitions of
wisdom throughout the study. Each day you will be focusing on two or three
verses in the book of Proverbs that address wisdom. The selected verses all have
the same Hebrew root word.
For each verse, do some research and answer the following questions:
1. Author
- Who is the author of the Proverb?
- Sometimes this is listed in a heading or the verse itself. Other times
you may need to dig a little deeper.
2. Context
- These verses were selected based on a key word, so they may be
fragments of a thought or sentence.
- Search for context. Read the verses before or after for completeness.
3. Paraphrase
- Read through the verse multiple times, in multiple translations, and
then sum it up in your own words.
- This is different than interpreting meaning, which you will do in a
future step. Focus on rewording what it says, NOT what you think
it’s “saying.”
4.

Cross reference
Look for any reference to the same idea or phrase (cross reference),
elsewhere in the Bible.
- The use of a study Bible with cross references helps tremendously!
Try that before “Googling.”
-

5. Further Research
- Look up any unfamiliar words.
- Jot down any questions that may arise and be sure to seek answers
to them.

6. Interpretation and application
- This is where you get to interpret what you think the Proverb is
teaching.
- Also note how it currently applies to your life, relationships, walk
with the Lord, etc.
7. Prayer
- Praying scripture is one of the best ways to communicate with the
Lord.
- See if you can turn the Proverb into a petition, a thanksgiving, or a
praise.

Extra Credit: Identify any literary devices used in the Proverb. Hebrew poetry
often employed parallelism for example. Specifically, in three forms:
synonymous, antithetical, and synthetic. One exercise for those of us who love
studying, would be to research those and see if you can identify when they are
used.
**Be prepared to share your personal insight and application of the
wisdom in Proverbs with your small group.**

Session One Notes-Becoming a Woman Of Wisdom
Characteristic
Motivated

Scripture References
Job 28:12
Proverbs 4:5
Proverbs 2:1-7
Psalm 37:4

Prayerful

James 1:5
2 Chronicles 7:14
Malachi 3:10
Mark 11:24

Reverent

Proverbs 9:10
Psalm 111:10
Ecclesiastes 8:12
Job 28: 28

Studious

Description

2 Timothy 3:15
Psalm 199:11
2 Timothy 2:15
Psalm 119:98-100
Psalm 119:130

Confident

James 1:6-8
Proverbs 3:5-6
John 14:13-15
Luke 11:9-13

Humble

James 1:9
Proverbs 3:7
Proverbs 11:2
1 Corinthians 1:19

Believer

Colossians 2:3
1 Corinthians 1:30
Revelation 5:12
1 Corinthians 4:10
Luke 2:40
Proverbs 3:19

Week One Group Discussion Questions
How have you defined wisdom in the past?

Why is it important to understand the difference between wisdom and knowledge
or intelligence?

Can you think of an example of a Woman Of Wisdom in your life?

What characteristics does your WOW example possess that confirm your opinion
of her?

Week Two, Day One

CLASSIFYING WISDOM IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
In the Old Testament, there were basically three kinds of wisdom. Look up
the following references and see if you can arrive at the classifications and the
specific way that wisdom was employed. (Consult a study bible and Strong’s
concordance if you need help).
Exodus 35:25-26
Exodus 35:30-36:1
Jeremiah 10:9
First classification of wisdom: _________________________________________________

Proverbs1:7
1 Kings 3:1-15
2 Samue14:17
Deuteronomy1:16
Second classification of wisdom: __________________________________________________

1 Kings 4:32-34
Proverbs 8:1
Third classification of wisdom: ___________________________________________________
Why do you think it would be important to clarify different types of wisdom?

Week Two, Day One

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 1:7
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 2:2
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Two, Day Two

DEFINING WISDOM IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
Yesterday, in order to classify wisdom, you read the story of Solomon’s
encounter with God in 1 Kings. Today, let’s zoom in a little more to see what the
wise king really wanted and what God actually gave him.
Read 2 Chronicles 1:9-10 in the ESV
For which classification of wisdom is Solomon asking?
Skill/Craftsmanship
Practical/Judicial
Godly insight/Reflective
To underscore this, cross reference Numbers 27:16-17
What does it mean to have knowledge to “go in and out?”
The mirror account in the book of 1 Kings gives even more insight into the
reasons for Solomon’s request and beautifully illustrates God’s response.
Read 1 Kings 3:7-9 in the ESV
In this account, for what does Solomon ask? (verse 9)
What does Solomon call himself in verse 7?
What do you think that means?

Why would this influence his request?

God himself reaffirms what Solomon is asking when he says it pleases him
that Solomon didn’t ask for long life or riches etc., but instead asked for
“understanding to discern what is right.” (vs. 11) The Hebrew word used here is

Week Two, Day Two

“shama” (Strong’s 8085). It means to hear intelligently, often with the
implication or intention of obedience. It’s most often used in a judicial
context…when one is in need of discerning right from wrong…particularly from a
legal standpoint.
Solomon clearly understood that he was the fulfillment of God’s promise to
his father, David and took the responsibilities as King very seriously. So
seriously that, when asked by God himself what he would like to have, he was
most concerned with ruling justly. He asked God for “shama” wisdom.
Read 1 Kings 3:12
What does God say he is giving Solomon?
The Hebrew word used here is “chokmah” (Strongs 2451). It is a higher
classification of wisdom. One that entails the ability to discern wisely…in this
instance, in such a way as to view things through the lens of God. Because of this
gift from God, Solomon was deemed almost other worldly in his wisdom.
What can you conclude about the character of God by his response to
Solomon’s request?

Can you find support in scripture for your conclusion?

Has there ever been a time that you asked God for something but he gave
you something else?

Was it better or worse than your original request?

Week Two, Day Two

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 2:6
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 3:13
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Two, Day Three

GET WISDOM
Maxwell Smart wasn’t exactly the brightest agent in the world of
espionage. But the star of the 1960’s spy parody had the latest gadgets, like his
trusty shoe phone, and the help of the ever-competent Agent 99. Together they
would battle the evil forces of KAOS in the name of Control. And despite his
bumbling along the way, he always knew how to come out on top. “Get Smart” is
remembered as one of television’s best classic comedies.
Haven’t we all at one point or another, felt as if we are bumbling our way
through life like Maxwell Smart? Wouldn’t we like to just “get smart?” Or better
yet, “get wisdom.”
Write Proverbs 4:5 here…

Don’t you love how simple that statement is? Just, get wisdom. Good
thing it doesn’t stop with just that command. In the verses that follow, we are
given special tools in the form of instructions through a list of conditional
statements and the results they produce.
In Proverbs 4:6-9, wisdom is personified as a woman. The pronoun “she” is
used throughout to represent wisdom itself. Use these verses to fill in the chart
below to get a visual of what “she” (wisdom) will do for us if we meet the following
conditions.

Which of these conditional statements is the most difficult for you to fulfill?

Week Two, Day Three

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 3:19
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 4:7
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Two, Day Four

SPIRITUAL PRECEPTS FOR GAINING WISDOM
One birthday when my daughter was a preschooler, all she wanted was a
bicycle. She watched her older brother and sister ride theirs and she begged for
one of her own. Ever the fearless, independent child, she wanted nothing to do
with “baby wheels,” just the two big ones like her siblings had on their bikes. She
was thrilled when she discovered she had gotten the exact gift for which she
asked…sparkly streamers flowing from the tips of the handle bars and all. But
she was less thrilled when she hopped on and quickly realized that while she had
the gift, she lacked the skills to properly use it.
Today we will see that, like my daughter’s bicycle without training wheels,
the gift isn’t useful unless we possess the skills to use it. In the case of wisdom,
skills come in the form of spiritual precepts. The root from which we get the word
precept, gives the idea of intervention by a superior for the good of the subject.
Read Philippians 2:12-13
We are to work out our salvation with fear and trembling. But ultimately,
who is it that does the work?
Precepts are another way of describing our sanctification process. We
should not however, confuse this with formulaic legalism. We should think of
these as beneficial behaviors or guiding principles rather than mandates. What
we are talking about here are practices or attitudes that grow a believer into a
mature Christian. One able to possess both knowledge and the ability to aptly
apply it in a godly manner…which is the very definition of wisdom.
Look up the following verses and write down a word (precept) that can be
gleaned from the passages:
Proverbs 9:10, Proverbs 1:7, Ecclesiastes 12:13
Proverbs 11:2, Proverbs 15:33

Week Two, Day Four

Proverbs 9:9, Proverbs 15:31, Proverbs 19:20
Proverbs 8:17, Matthew 7:7, Jeremiah 29:13
Proverbs 2:7, Psalm 84:11
James 1:5-8, Mark 11:24, Matthew 21:21
Did this exercise in cross referencing help your understanding of precepts?
In which of these areas do you feel you have the most room for growth?

Week Two, Day Four

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 4:11
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 8:1
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer

Week Two, Day Five

WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?
Earlier this week you read Proverbs 3:13. That verse clearly states that
the one who finds wisdom will be blessed. Who doesn’t want to be blessed? But
we have a tendency to throw that word around very easily these days. Being
from the South, I can attest to the fact that the word is used in a multitude of
ways… “Y’all have a blessed day,” “Well, bless her heart,” “Don’t eat yet, we
haven’t blessed the food!” As if we are the ones doing the blessing!
So, what does the blessing look like that comes for the one who finds
wisdom? Today we will answer the question, “what’s in it for me?”
Read Proverbs 3:13-26

(In Proverbs 3 we see wisdom once again personified as a woman with the use of the pronoun she.)

What specifically does true wisdom produce? (vs. 13-15)

What does wisdom hold in her hands? (vs. 16)
According to verse 17, what kind of life will be experienced with wisdom?
What is the metaphor used in verse 18? (Cross reference Genesis 2:9)
Look up Revelation 22:2. For what will the tree of life be used?
What can be concluded about creation in verses 19-20?

In verse 21, discretion is added to the wisdom equation. List below what
wisdom and discretion yield. (vs. 22-26)

Week Two, Day Five

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 8:11
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 8:12
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Two Group Discussion Questions
Day One-Classifying Wisdom in the Old Testament
What were the three classifications of wisdom in the Old Testament?

Day Two- Defining Wisdom in the Old Testament
Has there ever been a time that you asked God for something but he gave you
something else?

Was it better or worse than your original request?

Day Three- Get Wisdom
Which of the conditional statements is the most difficult for you to fulfill?
(If needed, spend time in your group going over the chart for clarification.)

Day Four- Spiritual Precepts for Gaining Wisdom
In which of these areas do you feel you have the most room for growth?

Day Five- What’s in It for Me?
Explain the metaphor used in Proverbs 3:18 and cross referenced in Genesis 2:9

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Which Proverb did you connect with most?
In what ways were you able to apply that wisdom to your life this week?

Session Two Notes…

Week Three, Day One

The Fear Factor
“Imagine a world where your greatest fears become reality. Welcome
to Fear Factor.”
And so began every episode of the popular TV show that pitted contestants
against one another in a competition to complete three fear-inducing tests of
physical, mental, and emotional prowess. They challenged them to not let fear be
a factor in their ability to accomplish the goal and win the prize. While the show
was purely an entertaining and sometimes creepy competition, it proved a good
point. Fear is a factor. For the Christian, though not necessarily the visceral
type, we need fear to be a factor.
There are few admonitions more prevalent throughout the Bible than to
“fear the Lord.” Job 28:28 and Proverbs 9:10 tell us specifically that the fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Later this week we will dig deeper into
defining the type of fear we are to have as Christians. For now, let’s focus on
establishing the motivation to live a set apart life in pursuit of wisdom and the
central component of it.
What truly motivates us to do difficult, sometimes scary things?

Much like the contestants of Fear Factor, we have to believe there is
something in it for us that is greater than the task at hand.
Read the following scriptures and list the benefits these verses promise for
the one who fears the Lord.
Psalm 25:12-14

Proverbs 3:7-8

Week Three, Day One

Proverbs 10:27

Proverbs 14:26-27

Proverbs 19:23

Proverbs 22:4

Which benefit of fearing the Lord brings the most assurance to you personally?
Why?

Week Three, Day One

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 9:10
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 10:13
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Three, Day Two

Hurt vs. Harm
Now that we have established the benefits that come from a fear of the
Lord and therefore given ourselves adequate motivation for obedience, let’s
spend some time fleshing out what it means to fear the Lord. The first step in that
process is understanding the meaning of the word fear.
Based on yesterday’s research of all the benefits we receive from a healthy
fear of the Lord, what can you deduce about the type of fear we are to
have?

What is a contextual synonym for fear of the Lord?
Write Jeremiah 29:11 here:

When taken in context, this verse was not written to an individual but to
the nation of Israel. Read Romans 3:29-30 and explain why we can apply
the truth in Jeremiah to our own lives as well.

In light of all of that, should we be fearful of harm from the Lord? What
assurance can we have about God based on that verse?

How do you differentiate between hurt and harm?

Can you think of an example in your life when hurt occurred but ultimately
it allowed you to avoid harm?

Week Three, Day Two

Read Hebrews 12:11
How willing are you to surrender to the Lord’s discipline in order to spare
yourself the harm of walking in unwise ways?

What is the correlation between an appropriate fear of the Lord, discipline,
and wisdom?

Week Three, Day Two

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 10:23
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 10:31
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Three, Day Three

Beware the “Only”
King Solomon. Oh, how we want to make him a knight in shining armor.
Someone we could place on a white horse, trust to make wise decisions and be a
man after God’s heart like his father, David. Sadly, we all sin and fall short of the
glory of God. Let’s revisit a passage we studied last week, and see if we can figure
out what went wrong for the once wise king.
Read 1 Kings 3:1-15
Overall, the story is a beautiful display of loyalty to the Lord and a strong
sense of duty. Verse 3 says, “Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of
David his father…” However, there are two relatively subtle things happening in
this passage that are actually indications of a faulty foundation. And we know
what happens when a foundation isn’t solid…cracks form and eventually the
whole thing falls apart.
Look up Deuteronomy 7:1-11 and Exodus 34:12-16
Based on the passage in 1 Kings and these references, how did Solomon
first compromise God’s word?

What word in verse 3 is a hint of an undercurrent of another compromise
despite being an otherwise righteous man?
Was it wrong for Solomon to worship God at the high places? Why? List
scripture references to support your answer.

How might Solomon’s life has turned out differently if he had feared the
Lord more than the scorn or disappointment of his wives?

Is there an “only” in your otherwise righteous life? Could it be hindering
your pursuit of wisdom?

Week Three, Day Three

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 11:2
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 13:10
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Three, Day Four

The Way of Wisdom
Solomon turned out to be quite the cautionary tale. But just because he
had his faults doesn’t mean we can’t learn from the wisdom he first possessed
then lamented. Most scholars attribute the book of Ecclesiastes to Solomon
though the author refers to himself as simply “the Preacher.”
Ecclesiastes is basically the field journal in his life’s social experiment. We
see him chase after “everything under the sun” in pursuit of fulfillment. In the
process, he writes beautiful poetry and proverbs that give the reader wise
nuggets despite the fact they are usually enveloped in a blanket of “vanity.”
Read Ecclesiastes 10:2
What is being contrasted in this verse?

What do you think it means that a person’s heart “inclines him to the right
or left?”

When words or phrases carry similar meaning side by side, they are
parallel. When the words or phrases contrast each other, they are antithetical.
This verse is an example of antithetical parallelism. Let’s look at another
example that employs the same rhetorical device and also addresses the nature
of a fool vs. a wise person.
Read Proverbs 1:7
What does it say is the beginning of knowledge?

What does it say about fools?
Based on these two verses, what key piece of information do you think
Solomon is trying to highlight by using antithetical parallelism?

Week Three, Day Four

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 14:8
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 14:16
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Three, Day Five

Fear in Sanctification
Hopefully by now you have picked up on the theme of this week’s
homework. I spent an entire week focusing on this one thing because I don’t
think its importance can be overstated. Fear is a critical component not just in
our pursuit of wisdom, but in our sanctification process as a whole. To be
sanctified is to be set apart for God and for use in His kingdom work.
Read 2 Timothy 2:20-21 in the ESV
What does the analogy and its subsequent explanation teach us about
holiness in the sanctification process?

Read Psalm 111:10
Fill in the blank: The fear of the Lord is the _______________ of wisdom.
Read 2 Corinthians 7:1 in the ESV
Fill in the blank: The fear of God brings ________________to completion.
Define holiness in your own words.

Look up the following verses and write out what the Bible says about
holiness:
Hebrews 12:14

1 Peter 1:14-16

Week Three, Day Five

Romans 12:1

Psalm 119:9

1 Thessalonians 4:4

Must a person be holy to be truly wise? Explain your answer here.

Week Three, Day Five

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 14:33
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 15:33
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Three Group Discussion Questions
Day One-The Fear Factor
Which benefit of fearing the Lord brings the most assurance to you personally
and why?

Day Two-Hurt vs. Harm
Can you think of an example in your life when hurt occurred but ultimately it
allowed you to avoid harm?

What is the correlation between an appropriate fear of the Lord, discipline, and
wisdom?

Day Three-Beware the “Only”
Is there an “only” in your otherwise righteous life? What are some modern day
idols we tend to worship?

Day Four-The Way of Wisdom
Based on Ecclesiastes 10:2 and Proverbs 1:7 , what key piece of information do
you think Solomon is trying to highlight by using antithetical parallelism?

Day Five-Fear in Sanctification
Must a person be holy to be truly wise? Explain

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Which Proverb did you connect with most?
In what way were you able to apply that wisdom to your life this week?

Session Three Notes…

Week Four, Day One

Fear Is Just the Beginning
All last week we focused on fear…the reverent fear of God that, according
to scripture, completes the holiness component of our sanctification process. If
you aren’t convinced that one can only be truly wise if they possess a healthy
fear of the Lord, return to last week’s homework and dig deeper. But if we are to
move forward in our pursuit of wisdom, we cannot stop at the beginning. If
believers camp out in the fear of God and never fully understand God’s other
equally important attributes, the depth of God’s character cannot be fully
appreciated or experienced.
Read 1 John 4:18
How do you reconcile the Bible’s instructions to fear God with this passage
in 1 John?

What might a believer be tempted to inappropriately fear?

Why is it important that the believer not stop at the “beginning” but couple
reverential fear with an understanding of God’s love?

Read 1 John 3:16 and 1 John 4:9-11
How do we truly know God’s love?

True love casts out any fear of God’s judgement because our sins have
already been judged and their penalty paid by Jesus’ finished work on the cross.
What love! If we are to be women of wisdom, just as we needed to have an

Week Four, Day One

appropriate understanding of the type of fear we are to have, so must we have of
love. Love is another essential component to the wisdom equation.
Read 2 Timothy 1:7 in the ESV or NIV
Along with love, what qualities from God should the believer embody?

Read 2 Timothy 1:7 in the KJV
What word relating to wisdom is used in this translation?
What do you think it means to have a sound mind?

Describe your understanding of the power mentioned in verse 7 of 2
Timothy 1.

Why is it important for a believer to feel empowered by the Lord?

Week Four, Day One

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 16:16
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 17:16
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Four, Day Two

Ask with Confidence
We have been given not a spirit of fear of judgement, but of love and
redemption by the blood of Jesus. This gives us power and confidence to go
boldly before the throne of God with our requests. Today we will see how this is a
crucial step in the pursuit of wisdom.
Read James 1: 5-8 in the ESV
Do we automatically possess wisdom?
Wisdom comes from ______________.
What adjective describes the way God gives wisdom?
Define reproach.

Can you think of any request that God may reproach?

What words in verse 5 gives us assurance in our request for wisdom?

Draw the word picture James gives his readers in verse 6.

Verse 6 says we must ask in faith without doubt. What might cause a
believer to doubt when asking God for wisdom?

Week Four, Day Two

What does verse 7 say a doubting person should expect to receive from the
Lord? Why?

Can you think of an example from scripture of a time when someone
mentioned unbelief when making a request of the Lord? Hint: Mark 9

Why is it important to banish unbelief when praying? Support your
answer with scripture.

Look back at the introduction page in the workbook. What was the specific
area in which you needed wisdom? Has anything changed in that area?

Write out a new, more confident prayer of petition that is void of unbelief.

Week Four, Day Two

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 17:24
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 23:23
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Four, Day Three

Act with Humility
When viewed through a secular lens, Christian humility is often
misunderstood. Humility is considered counterintuitive in a culture that esteems
self-glorification, autonomy, and fame. As Christians, we are called to gentleness
and service before self. The very things that we consider evidence of healthy
“fruit” in our lives, are frequently viewed as weakness and timidity by the world.
Is there an example of Christian humility in your life or the life of someone
you know, that has been misunderstood?

Just for clarification, explain the difference between humility and
humiliation.

Yesterday we studied a passage of scripture in which James encourages
his readers to confidently ask for wisdom. With confidence ascertained, it’s no
accident immediately thereafter he addresses the issue of humility. If one is to be
wise, they must also be humble.
Read James 1:9-10 in the NIV
In what should the believer in humble circumstances take pride?

Which of Jesus’ teachings does this assertion support?

The greatest example of servant leadership and a beautiful display of
wisdom in humility is Jesus himself. Even He, being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something to be grasped…but humbled himself even
to the point of death on a cross. (Philippians 2:6-8)

Week Four, Day Three

Read Philippians 2:13
Can humility be attained by our own doing? Why?

Read 1 Peter 5:6
What role do we play in the act of humility? To what end?

Humility isn’t just modesty or the absence of pride. Humility is truly
holding others in higher esteem than yourself. This does not equate self-loathing
or demoralizing your own character. Humility in the pursuit of wisdom is the
ability to envision everyone, including ourselves, at the foot of the cross where all
fall short of the glory of God.

Week Four, Day Three

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 24:3
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 24:14
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Four, Day Four

Wisdom from Above
Who among you is wise? If that question was asked of your circle of
friends, who would raise their hands? Would you? What if you were put on trial
and accused of being wise…would there be enough evidence to convict you? Now,
what if I asked if the evidence proved you possess an earthly wisdom or wisdom
from above? As we near the completion of our study of the virtue of wisdom, my
prayer is that you are feeling equipped to discern the difference.
Thankfully, the book of James gives a valuable passage of scripture that
lays it all out for us. I found six descriptors of earthly wisdom and eight of
wisdom from above. Conclude today’s study with determining the two outcomes
each type of wisdom yields.
Read James 3:13-18 and complete the chart below.
EARTHLY

FROM ABOVE

Earthly wisdom yields ______________________________________________________
Wisdom from above yields ___________________________________________________

Week Four, Day Four

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 28:26
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 29:15
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Four, Day Five

Christ, the Wisdom of God
Well friends, we have come to the last day of our journey together. In our
pursuit over the last few weeks we have defined and classified wisdom,
determined its value, and observed wisdom and folly in the life of Solomon. We
delved into what it means to fear the Lord as the beginning of wisdom in our
sanctification process, were reminded to dwell on the love of God, and learned
how to discern earthly from heavenly wisdom. We were admonished to pray in
confidence and to act in humility. Yet with all of that, if we stopped right there,
we would still be fools.
There will be a lot of reading today. I want you to read each scripture
passage in one sitting. If you do not have time to do that now, put this away until
you do. The impact of the message is diluted if it is chopped up and your
attention divided.
Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16 in the ESV
Paraphrase verses 1:18-31

What do you think it means that “through the folly of what we preach” it
pleased God to save those who believe?

What does verse 25 say is stronger than men? Explain.

According to verse 30, what have those in Jesus Christ been given?

Paraphrase verses 2:1-5

Week Four, Day Five

Why do you think Paul felt the need to include this section in his letter to
the Corinthians?

Paraphrase verses 2:6-16

What is the wisdom imparted to the mature…the “secret and hidden”
wisdom?

Cross reference Colossians 1:24-29 in the ESV
The mystery hidden for the ages, now revealed, is _________ _____ _______,
the __________ ______ ___________. (vs. 27)
What does that mean to you?

In chapter 2 of Colossians, Paul goes on to say that his purpose for writing
the church at Colossae is that their hearts would be encouraged, that they would
be knit together in love, and that they would reach all the “riches of full
assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery.”
What does Chapter 2, Verse 3 say is hidden in Christ?

I hope you didn’t miss the indefinite limiting adjective in that phrase. Go
back and circle it. Just in case you aren’t a nerd like me, it’s the word all. He is
all. Our pursuit of wisdom begins and ends with Him. If we are to be Women Of
Wisdom, we must pursue Christ. In Christ is hidden ALL.

Week Four, Day Five

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Proverbs 30:3
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:
Proverbs 31:26
1. Author:
2. Context:
3. Paraphrase:
4. Cross references:
5. Questions/Further Research:
6. Interpretation/Personal application:
7. Prayer:

Week Four Group Discussion Questions
Day One-Fear is Just the Beginning
Why is it important that the believer not stop at the “beginning” but couple
reverential fear with an understanding of God’s love?

Day Two-Ask with Confidence
Why is it important to banish unbelief when praying? Support your answer with
scripture

Day Three-Act with Humility
What role do we play in the act of humility? To what end?

Day Four-Wisdom from Above
Do you see more earthly wisdom or wisdom from above in your life? Society?

Day Five-Christ, the Wisdom of God
What do you think it means that “through the folly of what we preach” it pleased
God to save those who believe?

Wisdom in Proverbs…
Which Proverb did you connect with most?
In what way were you able to apply that wisdom to your life this week?

Session Four Notes…

“Make your ear attentive to wisdom,
incline your heart to understanding…”
Proverbs 2:2
NEED

HAVE

1 Peter 5:10
Proverbs 4:11

James 1:5
Psalm 143:10

Proverbs 2:6
Proverbs 3:5-6

Job 28:28
Proverbs 15:33

2 Timothy 1:7
Philippians 2:13

1 Peter 5:6
Micah 6:8

1 John 4:16-18
1 Peter 5:7

