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Thank you for serving as a Community Group Leader at HHBC! We 
have put together this guide to share with you some important 
information concerning the purposes of our adult Community 
Groups. Of course none of this could happen without faithful 
followers who are growing in their relationship with Jesus and 
investing in His people. 

Below are the five purposes of a Community Group: 

1. Reaching people for Christ 
2. Teaching people the Bible 
3. Ministering to one another in the Community Group 
4. Serving the Lord as a Community Group 
5. Integrating the mission and vision of Henderson Hill Baptist 

Church to the Community Group 

These purposes are best accomplished through connecting people 
—both Christ-followers and others—in your Community Group. We 
believe that sharing leadership within a group is the most effective 
way to lead since leading a group is hard work, but can also be 
fruitful and fulfilling. 

Community Groups are the context for discipleship relationships, 
leadership training, community, and caring at Henderson Hills. As 
God continues to increase the number of people in our church 
family, we must grow smaller even as we are growing larger. 
Community Groups make that possible. 

My prayer is that you as leaders are equipped and encouraged 
knowing that your investment helps provide a great atmosphere for 
spiritual growth and development through Bible study, 
accountability, care, and encouragement. 

Thank you for your willingness to serve Christ through this powerful 
ministry. 

Dr. Phil Sallee 
Pastor of Discipleship & Community 



  

OUR MISSION 
Equipping one another to love Jesus and live 
sent 

OUR VISION  
To glorify God by becoming a hub for an all-ages disciple-making 
movement—seeing lives transformed in Edmond, building a network 
of neighborhood churches in the OKC metro, planting churches in 
our nation, and sending everyday missionaries to gateway cities 
among the nations. 

OUR VALUES  

Anchoring Truth 
We prioritize God’s Word in every sermon, every song, every prayer, 
every class, every group, and every decision. 

(Psalm 19:7-11; Matthew 7:24-29; Colossians 3:16; 2 Timothy 3:16-17;  
Hebrews 4:12-13; Hebrews 6:19-20) 

Life-Giving Hope 
We reflect the gospel of Jesus Christ with delight by building 
relationships and environments infused with grace and joy. 

(John 10:10; John 15:9-11; Romans 15:4-7; Colossians 2:6-7;  
Hebrews 10:19-25; 1 Peter 1:3-9) 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2019.7-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.24-29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%203.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%203.16-17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%204.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%206.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.9-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2015.4-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%202.6-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.19-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.3-9


Desperate Dependence 
We rely on the Holy Spirit to empower our lives and the church as we 
humbly abide in Jesus, recognizing that we can do nothing apart 
from Him. 

(Psalm 1:1-6; Jeremiah 17:7-8; John 15:4-5; 2 Corinthians 3:5-6;  
2 Corinthians 12:9; Ephesians 3:14-21) 

Compelling Love 
We demonstrate the love of Jesus by respecting the dignity of every 
person, sacrificing for our neighbors, and cultivating unity with our 
faith family. 

(Genesis 1:27; Matthew 22:36-40; Ephesians 4:1-6; Hebrews 13:1-3;  
1 John 3:16-18; 1 John 4:7-12) 

Reimagined Generosity 
We respond in faith to God’s provision by investing money as well as 
time, skill, effort, and resources for God’s use in accomplishing His 
Kingdom purposes. 

(Deuteronomy 15:7-8; Matthew 6:19-24; Romans 12:1-8;  
2 Corinthians 8:1-24; 2 Corinthians 9:1-15; 1 Timothy 6:17-19;  
Hebrews 13:16) 

Intentional Disciple-Making 
We share the gospel, teach others to obey Jesus’s commands, and 
design ministry approaches that lead to local and global replication. 

(Matthew 9:36-38; Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; Romans 10:14-17;  
Colossians 1:28-29; 2 Timothy 2:1-2) 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%201.1-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2017.7-8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.4-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%203.5-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2012.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%203.14-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2022.36-40
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.1-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.1-3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%204.7-12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2015.7-8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%206.19-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1-8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%208.1-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%209.1-15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%206.17-19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%209.36-38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2028.18-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2010.14-17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%201.28-29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%202.1-2


 


FIVE PURPOSES OF A COMMUNITY GROUP 
1. Reaching People for Christ  

It’s been said that “the church exists for mission as fire exists for 
burning.” Henderson Hills’ mission statement is “We equip one 
another to love Jesus and live sent.” Most assuredly, Henderson Hills 
Baptist Church exists for God’s mission. Our church’s “Living Sent” 
mandate is clear. But that might be easier said than done. Experience 
shows that not everyone who attends church once will return. 

Reaching people for Christ is two-fold. The first and most obvious is 
inviting people to enter into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
by sharing the gospel with them. 

The second is to welcome newcomers into your Community Group.  
Newcomers arrive at Henderson Hills’ doorstep for a variety of 
reasons. There are disgruntled people from other churches, 
newcomers to town, recent converts, and spiritual prodigals 
returning to God, and unsaved people genuinely seeking either 
spiritual or material help. Each person comes with a different set of 
fears and expectations. All must be handled carefully if they are 
going to return and eventually belong. We can fail to realize how 
intimidated newcomers feel when attending our church.  

Below are a few “Best Practices” for helping newcomers feel 
welcome: 

• Utilize the “open chair” principle. (Leave at least one chair 
available for a guest to sit in when they arrive). 

• Regularly and consistently talk with your group about the need to 
reach out to others. 

• Call guests that recently visited the church and invite them to 
attend your group. 

• Make use of Community Group social gatherings. Challenge 
members to bring unchurched friends and family with you to 
expose them to group life.  

• Pray for the unchurched family and friends of those in the group. 



• Regularly and consistently have group members share their 
testimonies/faith stories. Sharing testimonies will help keep 
reaching people for Christ as a focal point in the group and it will 
equip believers to share.   

• Continually think and plan toward the vision of reaching out to the 
point of multiplying a new group. 

Community Groups are our best solution to welcoming newcomers. 
Group members are familiar with Henderson Hills’ history, traditions, 
worship, programs, ministries, and the layout of our facilities. But 
there is a more important role for Community Groups. People who 
stay and join our church tell stories about their warmth and 
friendliness. They also speak of how people from Community Groups 
meticulously followed up with them and cared for them. They speak 
of how Community Groups worked to assimilate them into the group 
and make them feel like they belong. 

2. Teaching People the Bible  

Teachers who are gifted and called to work at providing spiritual 
nourishment for God’s people from His Word are a gift to the 
Community Group. The following are important characteristics of a 
good Bible teacher: reverence for God, respect for the dignity of 
teaching, good sense, sound judgment, clear and deep thinking, a 
love of reading, and a commitment to diligent study. Bible teachers 
are called to defend the truth against opposers. 

As Teachers we get to share the most important message ever given: 
Because of God’s love and Christ’s sacrifice for us, we can have new 
life, complete forgiveness, and real hope for every day ahead! We get 
to share this life-impacting message and we need to do it to the best 
of our ability. 



3. Ministering to One Another in the 
Community Group  

One of the most fulfilling aspects of Community Group involvement 
is loving and sincerely caring for one another.  A loving Community 
Group is united with Christ by obeying Jesus’ command to love one 
another (John 13:34-35). Community grows through mutual sharing 
and exchanging of deep relational bonds with one another and is a 
uniquely Christian experience and way of life. It is possible only due 
to God’s grace and His work through Jesus Christ. It is a spiritual 
experience and only achievable in the Holy Spirit. 

Every Community Group member must know with certainty that the 
church cares. We know that we are cared for if people who love us 
will stand with us in times of emergency and crisis. Further, we feel 
cared for when a brother or sister in Christ will celebrate with us 
during significant life experiences.  

Opportunities to care for one another: 

• Model active group interaction and affirm one another. 
• Pray with and for one another. 
• Seek practical ways to serve one another (Matthew 20:26-28).  
• Build relationships in your group apart from the group 

meeting.   
• Go to lunch with one another after church. 
• Send a card, text, or email to people that miss the group 

meeting.  
• Share resources to meet needs (Acts 2:45).   
• Recognize significant milestones of group members 

(birthdays, anniversaries, birth of child, job loss, death, etc.) 
  

People who are destitute and disenfranchised can become a drain on 
a lone leader, but sharing the burden of caring for others with the 
entire Community Group is vital. Community Groups share the 
burden of pastoral care provided by the elders, deacons, and paid 
ministerial staff. The effective Community Group will be the group 
that mobilizes, equips, empowers, and supports its members to 
provide sincere care in times of need. 



4.  Serving the Lord as a Community Group  

Serving together builds camaraderie within the Community Group. 
Community Groups will rally around a cause, share an adventure, 
and begin living out the biblical love and compassion they've been 
studying. In a way, service projects are the "lab" to small group's 
"lesson." If you are studying the Bible, serving together allows you to 
live out what you are learning. It provides some space to show the 
love and compassion of God to those in need. 

The Bible says that faith without works is dead. And it has plenty to 
say about ministering to the needs of the poor. For example, 
Proverbs 22:9 says: "The generous will themselves be blessed, for 
they share their food with the poor." And Proverbs 19:17 says, "Those 
who are kind to the poor lend to the LORD, and he will reward them 
for what they have done.” Serving those in need is part of what it 
means to be a Christian.  
Performing that service together with your Community Group can be 
a life-changing experience—if you approach it the right way.  

Here are some examples of service opportunities for you 
Community Group: 

• Boys Ranch Town-Edmond  
(405) 341-3606; obhc.org 

• Project 66 Food and Resource Center  
(405) 341-1353; project66.org 

• Hillside Kids on Sunday Mornings 
(405) 341-4639; jburkholder@hhbc.com 

• Celebrate Recovery on Monday nights 
(405) 513-7472; cr@moj.com  

• Assist the Mission Team in caring for the Afghan community 
(405) 341-4639; stacy@hhbc.com 

https://www.obhc.org
https://www.project66.org
mailto:stacy@hhbc.com


5.  Integrating the Mission and Vision of 
Henderson Hills Baptist Church  

Our leadership has taken the time to develop a powerful mission 
statement that articulates the church’s central message and 
priorities. The purpose of the mission statement is to help set the 
church’s trajectory and distinguish it from other churches. 

Henderson Hills mission and vision will be a great overarching 
banner for your Community Group. If you can’t explain how your 
group is fulfilling that statement, then it would be good to think and 
pray about what it would look like to live and serve together better 
under that banner.  

  

WE EVALUATE OUR FRUITFULNESS 

In order for any ministry to be healthy, it must be accountable to 
discover a clear and compelling evaluation. With that in mind, we 
have attempted to define how a Community Group, its members, 
and leaders are growing. 

1. COMMUNITY GROUP MEMBER 
The member of a Community Group is growing and fruitful if he or 
she is personally experiencing authentic community and spiritual 
growth. Specifically, the member should ask: 

Am I growing in my intimacy with God? 
Am I growing in authentic community with members/other 
believers? 
Am I growing in my influence and eternal impact with 
unbelievers? 
Am I growing in my understanding and utilization of my spiritual 
gift(s)? 
Am I investing in an intentional, relational discipleship micro-
group? 



2.  COMMUNITY GROUP LEADER 
The leader of a Community Group is fruitful if he or she is facilitating 
authentic community and spiritual growth in their group. Specifically, 
the leader should ask: 

Am I becoming more and more like Jesus? In other words, am I 
living  the way I am encouraging others to live? 
Are members prioritizing our Community Group meetings in 
their schedules? 
Are members experiencing accountability, a sense of belonging 
and love? 
Are members’ priorities becoming more aligned with Scripture? 
Are the members sharing Christ and pointing others to Christ 
more and more? 
Are members finding ways to use their spiritual gifts? 
Am I multiplying myself into other leaders? 

3. COMMUNITY GROUP 
The Community Group is being fruitful and purposeful when our 
values are fulfilled: 

Do we study God’s Word together? 
Do we love people like Christ? 
Do we pray together and for each other? 
Do we share the love of Christ with others? 
Do we serve people like Christ? 
Do we disciple people to live like Christ? 




