
 

 

    Community Group Discussion Guide 
Palm Sunday – March 28, 2021 

 

I. Starter Question: 
 

• What in your life have you most joyfully anticipated?  
 
II. Discussion of Scripture: 

 
Palm Sunday is here! For context, Jesus has just raised Lazarus (John 12), which stirs the people’s hearts 
toward this King who might rescue them from the Romans. Because of this hope, the people 
breathlessly converge to celebrate his arrival into Jerusalem. Jesus, in fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9, enters 
the city on a young donkey–scarcely regal splendor. The people “spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others cut branches from the [palm] trees and spread them on the road” (Matt. 21:8), and they cry, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” (John 12:13; see 
also Ps. 118:25-26)  
 
Devastatingly, these shouts of adoration rapidly turn to betrayal, as this celebration ushers in what we 
know to be the final week of Jesus’ life. Indeed, Jesus in this moment is “like a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter” (Isa. 53:7). 
 
Let’s read Isaiah 53 together. In it, we see the depth of Christ’s betrayal and sufferings. And, in it, we 
see the gospel more clearly than anywhere else in the Old Testament–a full 700 years before Jesus’ 
arrival into Jerusalem. 

 

Isaiah 53 (ESV)  
 

1 Who has believed what he has heard from us? 

     And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

     and like a root out of dry ground; 
   he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

     and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, 

     a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 

 and as one from whom men hide their faces 

     he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs 

     and carried our sorrows; 

 yet we esteemed him stricken, 

     smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

     he was crushed for our iniquities; 

 upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

     and with his wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 



 

 

     we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

 and the LORD has laid on him 

     the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

     yet he opened not his mouth; 

 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

     and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

     so he opened not his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 

     and as for his generation, who considered 

 that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 

     stricken for the transgression of my people? 
9 And they made his grave with the wicked 

     and with a rich man in his death, 

 although he had done no violence, 

     and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 

     he has put him to grief; 

 when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 

     he shall see his offspring;  

he shall prolong his days; 

 the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 

 by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

     make many to be accounted righteous, 

     and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 

     and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 

 because he poured out his soul to death 

     and was numbered with the transgressors; 

 yet he bore the sin of many, 

     and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

For Discussion: 
 
1. As we described earlier, Jesus humbly lands in Jerusalem atop a donkey. And, in Isaiah 53:1-

2 we see that Jesus, or the “servant” here, isn’t of any “form or majesty” that would attract 

our eyes, and he held “no beauty.” Why would God choose for his appearance and his 

manner of arrival to be in such contrast from what you might expect from a king? 

2. In Isaiah 53:3, we see that the servant is “despised”, “rejected”, and is a “man of sorrows” 

who is “acquainted with grief.” Who despised him? Who rejected him? How was he a man 

rife with sorrows and grief? 

3. Verses 4-6 are the heart of Isaiah 53. Christ atoned for our sins! 



 

 

a. What does it reveal that Christ was “smitten by God” in verse 4? See also Acts 4:27-28. 

How is it that Herod, Pilate, and the people are responsible for Jesus’ death, yet it was 

by God’s hand and plan? How do you sort this out? What implications does this have 

for your life, this both-and of human responsibility and a trust in God’s goodness 

through his sovereignty over all things? 

b. Take a look at each of the verbs in verses 4-6. Meditate as a group on the meaning of 

each as you reflect on Christ’s work on the cross for us. 

c. Verse 6 says that “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to 

his own way.” What is it to go astray, or to go your own way? How is this “like sheep?” 

In what ways have you gone your own way? How do you see rebellion play out in the 

world? 

d. Verse 6 continues on to say that “the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (See 

also Leviticus 16:21–22 and 2 Corinthians 5:21.) How does this strike you that, despite 

our wanderings in our own ways, Christ bore our sins?   

 

4. Despite the servant’s sufferings, we read: “Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be 

satisfied” (Isa. 53:11). What is the outcome that he will see and be satisfied in? 

5. What does it mean that he “makes intercession for the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12)? 

6. Peter alludes to Isaiah 53 when he describes how we should rightly respond to Christ’s 

bearing of our sins. Read 1 Peter 2:21-25. How are we to respond to Christ’s work? 

Our brand-new Passion Week 

Devotional is out! Grab a printed one in 

the church lobby, download a digital 

copy from our website, or view it 

through the HHBC app. Start each day 

off this week reading along with your 

Henderson brothers and sisters, as we 

joyfully anticipate and rehearse the truth 

of Christ’s resurrection through our 

reading of 1 Corinthians 15. 

III. Responding in Prayer: 
 

1. Pray for the many people and families in our church body as each continues to feel out the 
new normal. Pray for wisdom for all, and that the joy of Christ’s resurrection would shine 
the light of hope into each situation. Pray for the Lord to draw many to himself in this time! 
 

2. Pray for this Holy Week to land fresh on your heart and mind this week. Praise God for Jesus 



 

 

and his sacrifice for us, even while each of us were going astray in sin, that we might “die to 
sin, and live to righteousness” (1 Peter 2:24). Pray for boldness in our testimony to others as 
we seek to live sent! 
 

3. Pray for our elders, pastors, staff, and leaders, as they seek to reflect the glory of the risen 
Christ in everything they do. Praise God for their faithfulness! 


