
 

 

    Community Group Discussion Guide 
Advent: Peace 

 December 4, 2022 | Ephesians 2:11-22    
 

I. Starter Questions: 

• Have you ever felt intentionally excluded from a group? How did it make you feel? 

• Can you recall a time when you felt the most hopeless you have ever felt? How was it resolved? 
 
II. Discussion of Scripture: 
 

Ephesians 2:11-22 (ESV) 

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called  “the uncircumcision” by what 
is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at that 
time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants 
of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has 
made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the 
law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place 
of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to 
those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens,[d] but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of 
the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 
being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the 
Spirit. 
 
III. Context of Scripture  
 
In Ephesians 2:11-22, Paul explained the vital importance of God’s divine redemption. People without 
hope, who have been separated from the people of the covenant have been brought to salvation 
through the blood of Christ. Peace and unity is accomplished through Him. In the cross of Jesus Christ, 
He brought peace and provided access to God through the one Holy Spirit. Believers are joined 
together in Christ's church built on the foundation of the apostles and serving as the residence of God 
the Spirit. This good news is a mystery, a mystery God calls people to share with other people through 
His grace and a mystery which allows all people to approach God in confidence and freedom. 
 
IV. Discussion Questions: 

 
1. (Read Ephesians 2:11-12) Which of the consequences of being separated from Christ is the most 

disturbing for you and why?  

• “Alienated from the commonwealth of Israel”  



 

 

• "Strangers from the covenants of promise”  

• "Having no hope”  

• "Without God in the world” 
 

2. (Read Ephesians 2:13) When were you brought near to Christ Jesus? Do you feel like you can 
approach Him without fear? 

 
3. (Read Ephesians 2:14-16) Our current culture is poisoned and polarized with conflict. How can we 

experience the unity and peace purchased by Christ on the cross? 
 
4. (Read Ephesians 2:17-19) What does it feel like to be a “fellow citizens with the saints and members 

of the household of God?” What do we do to hinder the peace and unity of our family of faith? 
 
5. (Read Ephesians 2:20-22) How is God building you? How do you know that the Holy Spirit is leading 

and guiding you? 
 

V. Responding in Prayer 

• Thank God for the cross and what Christ did for us upon it.  

• Thank God for promising the Holy Spirit to dwell in us - His Temple.  

• Pray that we can grow to experience the peace and unity described in this passage.  

 
 


