
 

 

    Community Group Discussion Guide 
Advent: Joy 

 December 11, 2022 | Luke 2:8-20    
 

I. Starter Questions: 

• What do you do when you hear good news? Call a friend? Post on social media? Tell your 
family? All of the above? 
 

II. Discussion of Scripture: 
 

Luke 2:8-20 (ESV) 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying,14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning 
this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured 
up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
III. Context of Scripture  
 
Luke's purpose was to present a historical work “in order” (Luke 1:3 ). Most of his stories fall in 
chronological sequence. Beyond the immediate purposes of the author, the Holy Spirit has chosen 
Luke's Gospel to reach all nations with the beautiful story of God's love in Christ. Many claim that 
Luke’s birth narrative (Luke 2:1-20 ) is their favorite. 
 
IV. Discussion Questions: 

 
1. (Verses 8-9) Have you ever experienced the “Glory of God?” Can you briefly share that 

experience? How did it change you?  
 

2. (Verse 10) Has fear ever caused you to miss experiencing God’s glory? 
 

3. (Verse 10) Why does this “good news” cause such “great joy?” 
 

https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=lu+1:3&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
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4. (Verse 10) For whom is this “good news” intended? Who is this reflected in our church’s 
mission and vision statement?  
 

5. (Verse 12) Why does the Son of the Most High, Christ the King of Kings, now lay in a cattle 
trough?  
 

6. (Verses 13-14) How does God revealing His glory result in peace on earth? 
 

7. (Verse 15) Why do you think these disengaged and disconnected shepherds immediately 
wanted to return to the town and tell their story?  

 
8. (Verses 16-18) Do you think we ever lose our awestruck wonder and motivation to share the 

Good News? Why?  
 

9. (Verses 19-20) Mary treasured up these things and pondered them in her heart. The Shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. What does the good news 
of Jesus Birth do inside of you? 
 

V. Responding in Prayer 

• Thank God for sending His Son to all types of people, like us.  

• Thank God for revealing His glory to you. 

• Ask God to help you experience His joy this Christmas season.  

• Ask God for the gift of awestruck wonder and motivation to share the Good News. 

 
 


