


Introduction
Isaiah 53 strokes a sobering masterpiece around Christ’s 
betrayal and sufferings. We wince as Jesus is despised, rejected, 
grieved, sorrowed, stricken, smitten, afflicted, pierced, crushed, 
chastised, wounded, oppressed, anguished, and slaughtered.

The sheer weight of these words rightfully makes the air hang 
heavy around us. Yet, to remember Passion Week is to remember 
this part of the gospel. In this, Jesus hangs “crushed for our 
iniquities,” and “with his wounds we are healed” (Is. 53:5).

Moreover, to remember Passion Week is also to punctuate it with 
the exclamation point of Christ’s glorious resurrection. As we study  
1 Corinthians 15 together, we’ll see Paul paint his own portrait—a 
theology of resurrection that glorifies Christ and gives us future 
hope. We pray you will be blessed by God’s Word in the next  
few pages.

Beloved, He is risen!
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Who has believed what he has 
heard from us? And to whom has 
the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
For he grew up before him like a 
young plant, and like a root out 
of dry ground; he had no form or 
majesty that we should look at 
him, and no beauty that we should 
desire him. He was despised 
and rejected by men, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with 
grief; and as one from whom men 
hide their faces he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not. 

Surely he has borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten 
by God, and afflicted. But he was 
pierced for our transgressions; 
he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement 
that brought us peace, and with 
his wounds we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned—every one—to 
his own way; and the Lord has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed, and 
he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter, and like a sheep that 

before its shearers is silent, so 
he opened not his mouth. By 
oppression and judgment he 
was taken away; and as for his 
generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the 
land of the living, stricken for 
the transgression of my people? 
And they made his grave with 
the wicked and with a rich man 
in his death, although he had 
done no violence, and there 
was no deceit in his mouth.

Yet it was the will of the Lord to 
crush him; he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering 
for guilt, he shall see his offspring; 
he shall prolong his days; the 
will of the Lord shall prosper in 
his hand. Out of the anguish 
of his soul he shall see and be 
satisfied; by his knowledge shall 
the righteous one, my servant, 
make many to be accounted 
righteous, and he shall bear their 
iniquities. Therefore I will divide 
him a portion with the many, and 
he shall divide the spoil with the 
strong, because he poured out his 
soul to death and was numbered 
with the transgressors; yet he 
bore the sin of many, and makes 
intercession for the transgressors.

Isaiah 53



What did you eat for 
lunch last Tuesday? 

The answer, for me, is a total 
mystery, as it probably is for 
you. Our hearts and minds 
are leaky buckets. What is 
poured in is quickly lost. We 
are tragically quick to forget.

Moses, after 40 years of seeing 
his people forget God’s mercy 
and grace, exhorts the Israelites 
to “take care, and keep your soul 
diligently, lest you forget the things 
that your eyes have seen, and lest 
they depart from your heart all 
the days of your life” (Deut. 4:9).

Likewise, Paul writes to his brothers 
and sisters in Corinth, reminding 
them of the “first importance” of 
the gospel—nothing’s higher—so 
it won’t be lost on them. He urges 
them to hold fast to this gospel 
that is saving them. Because—

Palm Sunday - March 28

Betrayed by Gospel 
Forgetfulness

there is an echo of Moses’ speech 
here—danger lies ahead. 

The danger is that you can forget. 
The danger is that you can believe 
in vain (or toward no purpose) by 
believing in a partial, distorted, or 
false gospel. The danger is that 
forgetting, in part or in whole, 
is tragic to our very souls. 

God wired us to be drawn to the 
familiar. Because of this, again 
be reminded of the gospel that 
Paul preached to the Corinthians. 
Remain awestruck that, because of 
God’s radiating providence, you are 
hearing it today, hundreds of years 
later. So, receive the gospel, stand 
in it, and be saved by it: “Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures”  
(1 Cor. 15:3-4).

1 Corinthians 15:1-4

“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached 
to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which 

you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,”



Monday, March 29

Resurrection Proof

Prove it. 

It’s a phrase designed to flip the 
tables on your opponent, to place 
the burden of proof squarely in  
their court.

Do you fear the tables being flipped 
on you, in a challenge of your 
faith? Believer, be encouraged, 
and stand firm in the truth of God’s 
Word and in its recounting of the 
resurrection. First, zoom out to see 
all of Scripture, and you’ll discover 
that over 40 authors wrote it over 
2,000 years’ time, yet it remains a 
single, consistent story without error 
or contradiction. This is the Spirit-
inspired work of God! Next, zoom in 
to the resurrection narrative itself, 
and you’ll uncover many accounts 
that reliably and specifically testify 
to Christ’s post-resurrection reality.

In our passage today, Paul proves 
it. He lays further resurrection 
evidence in front of us like cards 
on a table. He records that the 
risen Christ appeared to Cephas 
(Aramaic for Peter), then to Jesus’ 

twelve, then to 500 believers at 
once (most of whom were still 
alive and therefore able to verify), 
before appearing to James (Jesus’ 
brother), then to the larger group 
of apostles, then lastly in an 
appearance to Paul himself during 
his journey to Damascus. By way 
of side comment, Paul writes that 
he was “untimely born” (or born 
at the wrong time) because he 
was converted after Jesus had 
already ascended to heaven. 

The Christian faith stands unique 
among the major world religions 
in that it rises and falls on its own 
historicity. In a few verses, we’ll 
see Paul make this point very clear. 
But, because it has to be true, Paul 
demonstrates painstaking care 
here to drop a trail of verifiable 
breadcrumbs. Thank you, Paul!

Give thanks to God for His reliable 
Word and for our risen savior in 
Christ Jesus! “The law of the LORD 
is perfect” (Ps. 19:7); “This God—
his way is perfect; the word of the 
LORD proves true” (Ps. 18:30).

1 Corinthians 15:5-8

“...and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then 
he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 

Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last 
of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.” 



Paul was the bottom of the barrel.

Have you ever felt inescapably low 
in your sin? Paul probably would 
have understood your plight, since 
he described himself the world’s 
“foremost sinner” (1 Tim. 1:15-16).

In today’s passage, Paul 
understands his God-given 
station in life. He assumes a 
least-of-these posture among 
the apostles, and further makes 
the case that he is altogether 
unworthy of apostleship because 
he was a persecutor of the church.  
In  1 Timothy 1:13, he continues 
the litany of self-incrimination; 
he was a “blasphemer,” an 
“insolent opponent,” and “had 
acted ignorantly in unbelief.” The 
depths of his betrayal of God is 
scandalous and unprecedented. 
The weight of evidence stands 
against Paul. Unworthy, indeed!

Yet, even as he stood betraying 
God, he was the beloved recipient 
of divine grace.

“But by the grace of God I am what 
I am,” Paul says in our passage. 

It’s vital to recognize that when he 
says, “I am what I am,” this isn’t a 
stubborn surrender to his sinful 
core, as in a phrase that might 
roll off in a moment of weakness. 
Rather, he is declaring that he 
stands as an apostle by God’s 
grace alone; he doesn’t deserve a 
crumb of this blessing. Moreover, 
God’s grace toward him “was not in 
vain” (or, without purpose). From our 
vantage point today, we are witness 
to the massively purposeful work of 
Christ accomplished through Paul.

This grace that was given to 
Paul was scandalous. And it had 
purpose. And this same purposeful 
grace is available to sinners of all 
stripes and severities—to you, and 
to me.

This week, we understand the 
depths of our sin as measured 
against an infinitely holy God. 
Each of us has betrayed Him, 
infinitely. With joy and gratitude 
we see, receive, and confidently 
stand in the scandalous gift of 
grace given through the gospel 
of His beloved son, Jesus Christ.

Tuesday, March 30

Scandalous Betrayal, 
Scandalous Grace

1 Corinthians 15:9-11

For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was 

not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, 
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether 

then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.



Wednesday, March 31

Resurrection, the Hinge

D.A. Carson tells the story of a 
reporter who recently asked a 
prominent Anglican archbishop, 
“Say we discovered the tomb 
of Jesus, and we opened it up. 
Imagine if we found bones inside 
that we verified to be those of 
Jesus—how would this affect 
you?” The archbishop responded 
that this wouldn’t impact his 
faith at all, because he’s had an 
encounter with the living Christ.

Be careful, because the 
archbishop’s answer might 
sound fine. Of course, we haven’t 
discovered Jesus’ bones, nor will 
we. But, the reporter’s question 
is a valid question, and we must 
be solid on the answer: The 
implications of a non-historical 
resurrection are massive; our 
faith completely hinges on Jesus’ 
resurrection. Paul is clear on this 
truth, and the archbishop is not; 
the archbishop, in his answer, is 
teaching a “gospel contrary to the 
one [he] received” (Gal. 1:9), and the 
consequences of this are grave.

Paul can’t emphasize it enough: the 
resurrection has to be a historical 
reality. His emphasis here is enough 
for the spike to be driven in, and, 
therefore, it should be enough for 
the archbishop to tremble. Paul 
writes that “if Christ has not been 
raised, then our preaching is in 
vain and your faith is in vain” (1 Cor. 
15:14), and “if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile and you 
are still in your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17), 
and if “in Christ we have hope in 
this life only, we are of all people 
most to be pitied” (1 Cor. 15:19).

Without the resurrection, we are 
still in our sins, we are without 
future hope, and we are pitiable! 

Praise God that Christ Jesus was 
raised from the dead, that He put 
on our sins at the cross, and that 
we who believe have been “born 
again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead!” (1 Peter 1:3) 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can 
some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But 

if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 
has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our 

preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found 
to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God 

that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the 
dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even 

Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in Christ we have 

hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.

1 Corinthians 15:12-19



There is no vaccine for 
death; death’s spread is 
indiscriminatingly total. 

The good news is found precisely 
in the gospel; the gospel of grace 
is the all-powerful antidote that 
cleanses us of the contagion 
of death. Truly, Paul writes in 
today’s passage that just as 
death has infected all of mankind 
through Adam, so has life spread 
to those who are Christ’s. 

What’s more, Christ’s power isn’t 
just over the sin disease, but is 
itself total. Christ is all-powerful 
over all things. “God has put all 
things in subjection under his 
feet” (1 Cor. 15:27)—under Christ’s 
feet. To be subject to someone 
is to be under their authority, and 
to be “in subjection under his 
feet” is Scripture’s way of doubly 
emphasizing Christ’s rule over 
everything in the universe.

Once and for all, after His conquest 
and reign, Christ will deliver 
everything under His authority 
to God the Father, that “God may 
be all in all” (1 Cor. 15:28). God’s 
reign is supremely over all.

Praise God for the riches of grace 
poured out through Jesus Christ, 
who brings life to a death-riddled 
world! Praise God for Jesus and 
His authority over everything! 
Praise God that He is all in all. 
“Therefore God has highly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father”  (Phil. 2:9-11).

Thursday, April 1

Death’s Antidote
1 Corinthians 15:20-28

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a 
man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 

all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong 
to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to 

God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and 
power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under 
his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For “God has 
put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all 

things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put 
all things in subjection under him. When all things are subjected 

to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put 
all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all.



Brokenness blankets the 
world, and no place as tangibly 
as in our own bodies. 

Perhaps sharp back pain has 
insidiously crept in to where our 
daily reality is agonizing. Or, 
cancer has blindsided us, and 
in one breath, our picture of the 
world forever changed. Or, our 
hearts ache to have been able 
to hold our loved one’s hand, 
one more time. Yes, pain’s thorns 
wrap around us, disease sweeps 
over us, and death surrounds us. 
Our bodies have betrayed us.

Rejoice, because those who belong 
to Christ will be raised from the 
dead, into new bodies. New bodies! 

As we saw yesterday, Paul writes 
that when Christ was resurrected, 
He was the “firstfruits” (1 Cor. 15:20), 
as the first to be raised. The word 
firstfruits speaks not only of the best 
of a crop, but also a sampling of it. 
In this, we see the hint toward our 

bodies being new and improved, 
as Jesus’ was. And, similar to how 
Jesus had some recognizable 
continuity between His earthly body 
and his glorified body, so will we.

In today’s passage, Paul calls our 
new bodies heavenly, or spiritual 
bodies, as bodies that are physical 
but animated by and controlled by 
the Spirit. And, these bodies are 
much more than just pressing the 
reset button back to our 18-year-
old glory days. Paul writes of our 
earthly bodies being of one kind, 
and our resurrection bodies being 
of another altogether; specifically, 
our resurrection bodies are 
imperishable (v. 42), glorious (v. 43), 
powerful (v. 43), and spiritual (v. 44).

The Beloved (Eph. 1:6) sets the 
stage for His beloved through His 
resurrection. Though our bodies 
betray us today as we bear “the 
image of the man of dust, we 
shall also bear the image of the 
man of heaven”  (1 Cor. 15:49). 

Good Friday - April 2

We, too, will be Raised 
from the Dead

1 Corinthians 15:35-49

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of 
body do they come?” You foolish person! What you sow does not 

come to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body that is 
to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 

But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed 
its own body. For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for 

humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 
There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the 
heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 

There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; 
what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised 
in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a 

natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, 
there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man 

Adam became a living being;” the last Adam became a life-giving 
spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then 
the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the 
second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are 

those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are 
those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the 
man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.



TV shows love dramatic reveals 
of change: this home remodel, 
his weight loss, her heart 
transformation. And, back when I 
was in school, kids loved to paint 
a bullseye on the summertime as 
the appointed time for changing 
everything about themselves—
they’d enter the three-month break 
and squeeze out on the other 
side unrecognizable. As adults we 
yearn, too, for this change away 
from singleness, for this change 
in career, or for this change in 
family unity, that we believe will 
finally settle our racing minds and 
satisfy our unfulfilled hearts.

Simply—we are tailor-made 
to crave lasting change.

In our passage, Paul passionately 
addresses something that is 
somewhat of a mystery to even him. 
He’s writing about the mystifying 
moment that is set off when “the 
Lord himself [descends] from 
heaven with a shout of command, 
with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet of God” (1 Thess. 
4:16), in which all of His people, both 
dead and alive, instantly and forever 
change to our glorified, heavenly 
bodies. And, even better, it will be in 

this physical-and-spiritual body that 
“we will always be with the Lord” 
(1 Thess. 4:17). Always! This is the 
lasting change that quells the race 
in our minds and fulfills our hearts.

It is in this “twinkling of an eye” 
(1 Cor. 15:52), when God flips the 
switch on us from perishable 
to imperishable, that death is 
“swallowed up.” Paul recalls this 
as the fulfillment of Isaiah 25:8 
and Hosea 13:14, whereby death 
and the effects of man’s sin have 
been “swallowed” (1 Cor. 15:54)—or 
drunk, gulped, devoured—and 
death’s sting has been banished. 
He traces back the logic in verse 
56: sin is the sting that produces 
death, and the law is what reveals, 
empowers, and even motivates 
sin (Rom. 7:9). In other words, 
without the law, sin exists (Rom. 
5:13) but is powerless by itself to 
bring death. This resulting picture is 
clear: Christ has given us full, final, 
permanent victory over death!

In gratitude to Christ, and toward 
His glory, let’s pray this: “Thanks be 
to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ”  
(1 Cor. 15:57).

I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell 
you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and 

we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When 
the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 

immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
“O death, where is your victory?
    O death, where is your sting?”

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Saturday, April 3

O Death, Where is
Your Sting?

1 Corinthians 15:50-57



He is risen!

Do you need a refresher of 
the weight of this Easter-time 
declaration, as I do?  
1 Corinthians 15 was written 
for us! So then, see with fresh, 
reminded eyes the significance 
of all we’ve read this week.
Paul, in finishing out the chapter, 

Easter Sunday, April 4

Beloved & Empowered 
by Victory Over Death

1 Corinthians 15:58

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your 

labor is not in vain.

answers our next question: 
Now what? Or, less succinctly: 
Therefore, or because Christ is 
the victor over death (1 Cor. 15:57), 
how then should we as believers 
respond? Paul gives us four ways.

First, know that you are beloved. 
Paul writes this letter to his brothers 
and sisters in Corinth, and to all 

future readers who are in Christ. 
He cherishes them, just as Christ 
does His church, in a way that 
transcends mere friendship; it’s 
a familial relationship centered 
in Christ. Witness also that Christ 
Himself carries the affectionate 
title of Beloved (Eph. 1:6).

Second, be steadfast, immovable, 
rooted. Don’t be tossed around 
by the wind and waves of the 
world (Eph. 4:14, Jam. 1:6) and 
its temptations toward prestige, 
money, or comfort. Let your 
rootedness and satisfaction come 
from glorifying Christ as you 
anchor your hope in the gospel!

Third, abound in, or go over and 
above in, your work for the Lord. 
What work? Jesus specifically 
directs us toward disciple-making 
and obedience of His Word in 
Matthew 28:19-20. And, widely, His 

Word guides us to understand that 
everything done in Jesus’ name, 
toward His glory, is the Lord’s 
work (1 Cor. 10:31, Col. 3:17). Teach! 
Raise kids! Design! Operate! Build! 
All toward His ultimate glory.

Fourth, know that your work 
is never in vain, wasted, or 
purposeless, because He gets the 
glory (1 Cor. 10:31), it is fruitful (John 
15:1-5), and “you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the just” (Luke 14:14).

Pray: Father, you are all in all. You 
have shown your great love to us 
in your immeasurable grace, yet 
we are quick to forget. Help us 
to see the grace of your gospel 
and the inseparable glory of your 
resurrection in it. Thank you for 
your son, Jesus, and how, through 
His life, death, and resurrection, 
death has been defeated. In 
Christ’s name we pray, amen.



Good Friday Experience
April 2 | 7 am - 7 pm

Childcare available for birth-2 years
3:30-5:30 pm

Easter Sunday
8:30, 10, or 11:30 am

Childcare available for birth-PreK at 8:30 & 10 am
birth-2 years at 11:30 am


