
WEEK 2 

Day 1: Genesis 38 When Er died, did Tamar have any sons with him? What 
then was the responsibility of Onan upon Er’s death? What did Onan do to 
Tamar? God’s command for a brother to dutifully provide his brother’s widow 
a son was to help her survive in her cultural climate at that time. Back then, 
women couldn’t inherit their husband’s land and without an heir had no 
financial means of survival. Thank God for how He has always loved and 
cared for His daughters even when culture did not.

Day 2: Genesis 38 What did God do to Onan, who was meant to help Tamar 
have a son after Er died? Why did God deal with Onan so harshly? We’ll study 
this in more detail in the days to come. For now, pray and ask God to prepare 
your heart for this study of rape in the Biblical context.

Day 3: Deuteronomy 22:25-29, Genesis 34 According to Deuteronomy 
22:25-29, how does God punish rape? How did Dinah’s brothers deal with 
her rape? Did God punish them? Based on your reading of these texts what 
can you discern is God’s attitude toward rape? Today, pray for those who are 
in abusive situations and ask God to liberate them and give them justice.

Day 4: Read 2 Samuel 13:1-39. What is King David’s daughter’s name? Who 
raped her? Who avenged her? In every passage we’ve read regarding rape 
this week, what has been the outcome for the man who raped a woman? 
God is a God of justice, and we praise Him for that today in prayer.

Day 5: Genesis 38 Onan’s job was not to find pleasure in his relations with 
Tamar, but to fulfill a law put in place by God for her protection. She was 
used by him for his purpose and pleasure. Rape is not God’s design for sex 
or for women. It’s a violation. Pray for women who are victims of this 
violence. *See note on back.   

 

WEEK 1 

Day 1: Read Matthew 1:1-17. After you read this genealogical account of 
Jesus, write down the names of the five women whose names appear. Do 
you know their stories? Pray today and ask God to help you better under-
stand His plan and His character through these.

Day 2: Read Deuteronomy 25:5-10. This text will help us understand the 
context of Tamar’s story. What was this law outlined in the passage? Why do 
you think God would have needed to command such a law? Pray a prayer 
of thanksgiving for our being under a new Law (Jesus!). Thank God for 
placing you in this time in history and geographical location.

Day 3: Deuteronomy 25:5-10 List the following today: What was the 
responsibility of the living brother? What is the responsibility of the elders 
in this situation? What will he do if he doesn’t wish to take her? Spend some 
time today in prayer for those who are widowed. Thankfully, we do not 
abide by these kinds of laws, but widows are still people in our society who 
need care. Is there a widow you know you could bless in some way?

Day 4: Read Genesis 38. Today, you’re reading the story of Tamar. Meditate 
on the passage. Thank God for Tamar even if her story is confusing and 
thank Him for what He will reveal through her about His character.

Day 5: Genesis 38 List the following today: Who is Tamar? Is she an Israel-
ite? Who was her husband? What questions do you have about the story? 
What is hard about this story? What is redemptive in this story? Let’s ask 
God for eyes to see and understand this woman in the weeks ahead.
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WEEK 4

Day 1: Genesis 38 Review all the men listed in this passage. Beside each of 
their name, write about what they did that was evil and what they didn’t do 
for Tamar. What sin struggle do you see these men wrestling with? Selfish-
ness? Pride? Ask God today to reveal to you your own sin struggles so you 
may avoid the snare of acting out in sin.

Day 2: Genesis 38 When Tamar went to Judah as a prostitute, she made a 
decision that could have isolated her socially from both her in-laws and her 
blood family. The cost of doing what was right could have cost her relation-
ships. Have you made a decision as a Christian that has isolated you from 
friends or family? Is the cost of following Christ worth being neglected by 
those you love?

Day 3: Genesis 38 What people group did Tamar come from? Was this group 
of people part of God’s chosen people? What does it say about God’s heart 
for the world that He included this woman in the line of Christ? Thank God 
today for His heart for all to know Him.

Day 4: Read John 3:16. Remembering God’s heart for people we discussed 
last week, but what does this passage say God wants for all people? How 
has He made a way for us to return to Him? Who paid the price for our sin? 
And who is the great, great, great, great, great... Grandma of Jesus? Thank 
God again for Tamar today.

*If what Tamar experienced is also a part of your story, please know God 
loves you and He is not okay with how you’ve been violated. Find a trusted 
sister in the Lord to talk to today. The Women’s Ministry sta� can also help 
connect you with counseling. Do not hesitate to reach out.

WEEK 3

Day 1: Genesis 38 What did Judah do to Tamar after Onan died? Did he give 
her his next son to fulfill his brotherly duty? Why do you think Judah did this? 
Why do you think Tamar left and went home? Have you ever felt taken advan-
tage of or neglected by people you trusted? Spend time in prayer taking that 
hurt to the Father’s throne of mercy and grace.

Day 2: Genesis 38 Which woman died in this section of Scripture? Who was 
she to Judah? Why do you think Tamar waited until after Judah’s wife died to 
attempt to claim what was owed to her through Judah? What does this tell us 
about the character of Tamar? Thank God today for the character of the 
women in the line of Christ.

Day 3: Genesis 38 Today we’ll look at Tamar’s character again. How does 
her character challenge you today? Could you be bolder and braver for God’s 
glory? Spend time praying for boldness and bravery like Tamar to do what is 
right not just for yourself, but for the Kingdom of God.

Day 4: Genesis 38 Today, list out the details of the story of Tamar and 
Judah’s encounter. What does he do? What does she do? Is there wisdom in 
her decisions? Why? Today, pray for wisdom in decisions you need to make 
and that you would pursue Godly and not worldly wisdom.

Day 5: Read Proverbs 10:9. What was Judah’s response to learning what 
Tamar had done? Deception and lying are sinful, but what can we discern 
from Tamar’s deception within the context of Scripture? What does this 
Proverb tell us about integrity? How does Tamar show integrity in this 
encounter? How does Judah reveal his lack of integrity? Ask God how you 
might grow in integrity as His daughter and pray for discernment as you do.
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