
Pastor Ryan Abbott, wife Abby and children,  

Claire, Rose, Kate, Winston and Theo 

 

My Testimony 

I was raised by my Christian mother and attended a local Baptist Church regularly.  I 

decided to follow Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior when I was 13 after hearing the 

Gospel preached, and was baptized shortly after. For the remainder of my time at 

home, I shared the Gospel with my friends and began praying and reading the Bible 

regularly.  It wasn’t until college, however, that I began to understand what it meant to 

walk with Christ and depend on His strength daily.  By His grace, He showed me my 

own weakness and my need for Him in all aspects of my life.  He has continued to work 

in and through me since then. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 
God has been so faithful in my family’s life to lead us to this church, to become part of 

this church body, and to allow us to serve in various ways these past 7 years.  And I am 

even more humbled and thankful that God has called me to serve as one of your 

pastors for the past 2 years.  I thank God for each of you and praise Him for how He 

has called you to serve as well.   

 

In 2009, Abby and I both independently felt God calling our family into ministry.  At that 

time, we did not know what that would look like or when that would take place.  

However, we both knew it could not be accomplished while serving in the military.  So, 

for the next 4 years, we began praying and asking God to lead us wherever He desired 



us to serve.  I began taking online seminary courses and also started taking steps 

toward separating from what I once thought would be a career in the Army.   

 

God continued to faithfully lead us, not where we expected He would (to the 

international mission field), but to our church family in Ohio.  Through affirmation from 

God’s Word, the Holy Spirit, and counsel from brothers/sisters in Christ, I now 

understand this is where God was calling us 12 years ago and am so thankful for His 

faithfulness.    

 

I have never considered myself worthy of the calling or especially gifted and was very 

hesitant to accept the nomination for elder 2 years ago.  And so, it is with the same fear 

and trembling, trusting that it is God Who is working His will, calling me to obey, for His 

purposes, that I accept the nomination of our search team to the full-time Minister of 

Discipleship position.   

 

I know that God has not called me to serve because of my giftedness, eloquence of 

speech, or depth of knowledge.  And I know that my experience as a pastor is limited 

and only spans a few years.  And so, I can only give God the glory for how He has used 

me and how I trust He will continue to use me for the good of the body, in whatever 

capacity He sees fit.   

 

Nevertheless, I wanted to express what a joy it has been for me to serve this church.  It 

has certainly been a very challenging and busy 2 years, and I’m sure our family’s 

personal circumstances have played a part in that, but I have never been so thankful 

and satisfied than in these past 2 years.  I’ve flown helicopters, been on the success 

fast-track in the business world, and had multiple opportunities to pursue the “American 

Dream”, but the Lord has been kind enough to show me those aren’t my calling – His 

church is. 

 

When I think about this position, I’m immediately overwhelmed by the responsibility and 

weightiness, but I’m also excited about what an absolute joy it will be to serve you with 

all my time, not just what’s available in the evening and on weekends.       

For His Glory, 

 

Pastor Ryan Abbott 

Huber Heights First Baptist Church 

691 Berwyck Place, Fairborn OH 45324 

(937) 999-1290 

RyanA@hhfbc.com 

 

 


