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HighView Families, 

Advent is the time of year leading up to Christmas.  

Its purpose is to prepare our hearts to celebrate the 

birth of Christ. To help in your family’s preparation, 

we offer this 5-week devotional for you and your 

family.   

Christmas . . . it is the most wonderful time of the 

year for family.  It is also a time when the busyness 

of life can interfere with real family experiences.  

We recommend that you use this advent devotional 

to schedule weekly family times of being together.  

Use this time to connect or even re-connect with 

each other and ultimately with God.   

Today, families and friends celebrate so many 

unique things from birthdays to anniversaries to 

accomplishments.  It’s not too difficult to find a 

reason to celebrate!  Our desire is to help you and 

your family celebrate God’s Greatest Gift of all and 

to all . . . JESUS!  

 Let’s celebrate God’s Greatest Gift . . . Jesus!  

 

HighView Kids Ministry 
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Isaiah 9:6-7 ESV 

For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
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Week of December 2 

Season of Hope 

Light the first candle.  The lighting of the first 

candle reminds us of the HOPE we have in Jesus. 

Read Isaiah 9:6-7  

Read Genesis 2:15-17   

God gave Adam and Eve a wonderful home in 

which to live, but Adam and Eve sinned (disobeyed 

God). They ate from the tree that God said not to.  

As a result they brought sin into God’s perfect 

world, but God did not leave Adam and Eve (and 

us) in sin.  He gave us hope!  He promised that one 

day He would send His one and only Son, Jesus, to 

destroy sin’s power forever! 

Throughout the Old Testament, God reminded His 

people of this hope.  He promised again and again 

to send a Savior to rescue us! 

Read Genesis 12:2-3 

God promised that all the earth would be blessed 

through Abraham’s family.  Abraham would have 

more children in his family than stars in the sky 

and, one day, one of Abraham’s great-great-great-

great grandchildren would be God’s Son Jesus! 
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God’s people hoped for 2,000 years that Jesus 

would soon come.  God used prophets to tell people 

about the coming of Jesus! (Read Isaiah 7:14)   

God even told the prophets where baby Jesus would 

be born (Read Michah 5:2) 

When it was almost time, God used His angels to 

tell the good news! (Read Luke 1:30-31)  When the 

time was right, God even used the Roman emperor 

to carry out His plan to give us hope! (Read Luke 

2:1-5) 

Mary and Joseph walked to Bethlehem.  (Read 

Luke 2:6-7) Jesus was born – the hope of all nations 

and people!  Jesus lived a perfect life – died on a 

cross to take our punishment. He arose on the third 

day so that we could have the promised hope of 

eternal life spent in heaven with Him! 

 

Song of Reflection:  

“When Hope Came Down” ~ Kari Jobe 

 

Prayer 

Oh Father, thank you for the gift of Your Son, 

Jesus, and the hope He brings.  Help us to keep our 

eyes and hearts focused on You this season. Amen.   
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Week of December 9 

Season of Peace 

Light the first and the second candles as a reminder 

of the HOPE and the PEACE we have in Jesus. 

Read Isaiah 9:6-7 

Throughout the Christmas season, we will hear the 

phrase "Peace on earth, good will toward men" and 

the baby Jesus described as "the Prince of Peace." 

How do we model true peace while chaotically 

trying to conquer the holiday checklist? 

We begin by understanding the difference between 

“peaceful” and “peace.” It is one thing to live a 

“peaceful life” without stress or conflict. It is quite 

another to experience a sense of “peace” while 

being in a right relationship with God, even during 

trying circumstances.  As we attempt to model true 

peace to those around us, let us do so in light of the 

following. 

Winning peace: Real peace is not won by avoiding 

conflict. Conflict may be necessary to achieve 

peace. That is why Jesus Christ fought and defeated 

Satan, freeing us to live at peace with God. (Read 

Ephesians 2:14)  
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Receiving peace: Jesus told His disciples that He 

gives peace of a different quality than the world 

gives (Read John 14:27). The world can achieve a 

temporary absence of conflict through a change in 

circumstances. But lasting peace is received as a 

free gift from the One who defeated death and sin. 

It is neither something we can obtain through our 

own efforts, nor something that can be taken away 

by life's difficulties or conflicts. In Jesus' words: "In 

this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 

have overcome the world" (John 16:33). 

Experiencing peace: We can, however, rob 

ourselves of the peace that Christ offers. That's why 

we are commanded to let the peace of Christ rule in 

our hearts (Read Colossians 3:15). How? By 

replacing anxiety with prayer and thankfulness. 

(Read Philippians 4:6-7). 

Song of Reflection: 

“His Name Shall Be” ~ Matt Redman 

Prayer:  

Oh Father ~ Thank you for Christ’s sacrifice that 

brings us peace.  Help us to replace our anxiety with 

prayer that we may experience true peace in the 

midst of our trials. Amen. 
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Luke 2:7-14 ESV 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in 

the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  

And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 

great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you 

will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 

God and saying, 

 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 

among those with whom he is pleased! 
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Week of December 16 

Season of Joy 

Light the first, second, and third candles.  These are 

reminders of the HOPE, the PEACE, and the JOY 

we have in Jesus! 

Read Luke 2:7-14 

Share a memory of a day when something out of the 

ordinary happened and it brought you excitement 

and joy. 

With Christ, the extraordinary starts out in the 

ordinary.  

We usually expect life-changing moments to make 

their grand entrances into our lives after being 

marked on a calendar, but some do not.  There are 

days we can remember when everything started out 

the same as always, but didn’t end that way.  Maybe 

it was a special announcement, a special visitor, or a 

piece of mail.  Life changed without asking us 

permission.  Imagine that! 

We usually don’t think about how the people in the 

Christmas story had no clue that Christmas was 

coming.  None of them had any warning that things 

were about to change.   
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The shepherds had no Advent Calendar!  This was 

just an ordinary day at their work; the shepherds 

were watching their sheep at night, and God 

changed their world! 

We tend to have this idea that ordinary things, 

places, and people are somehow disconnected from 

God; however, in Scripture most of the time God 

makes His biggest appearances in people’s lives are 

while they are in their homes, at their workplaces, 

in fields, and on the roads.  It’s there where God 

often gets our attention to point us in His direction 

and challenge us to follow Him!  It’s there where 

the shepherds received divine direction.  Perhaps it 

is in our ordinary that God wants to get our 

attention with the Greatest Gift Ever!!! 

Song of Reflection: 

“Adore” ~ Chris Tomlin 

Prayer:  

Let’s pray each day that the joy we know, the joy 

that is in our hearts, will be reflected in our faces. 

“Happy are the people whose God is the Lord!” 

(Psalm 144:15, TEV). 
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Christmas Day 

Season of Love 

Light the first, second, third, and fourth candles.  These 

are reminders of the HOPE, the PEACE, the JOY, and 

the LOVE we have in Jesus! 

(You will need 3 Christmas stockings, the baby Jesus 

from your Nativity set, a heart-shaped cookie cutter, and 

a small cross.  Ahead of time, place one of the items in 

each stocking so no one knows what’s inside the 

stockings) 

Read Luke 2:7-14 

Have you ever tried to guess what was inside a 

present by shaking the box or trying to feel the 

shape of the gift? 

(Pass around the Christmas stocking with baby 

Jesus and have each person try to guess what is in 

the stocking. Reach into the first Christmas stocking 

and pull out the baby Jesus.)   

ASK: “What makes Jesus the Greatest Gift Ever?  

Without Jesus, there would be no Christmas trees, 

no candy canes, and no other Christmas presents.  

But why did Jesus come?”   

(Pass around the heart-shaped cookie cutter in its 

stocking)  Here is one part of the answer.  Can you 
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guess what it is? (Show the heart) God gave us 

Christmas because He loves us so much!  God made 

a perfect world for us.  But when Adam and Eve 

disobeyed God, they brought sin into the world.  

You and I sin, too, just like Adam and Eve.  

Romans 5:8 says, “. . . while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us.”  God loves us so much, He sent 

His only Son as the Greatest Gift from Him to each 

one of us!! 

(Pass around the cross in its stocking)  For many 

years, God promised to send a Savior.  Then, at just 

the right time, God sent Jesus to be born.  Jesus 

grew to be a man.  He taught people about God and 

showed them His love ~ even to the point of 

willingly dying on the  cross for our sin ~ Three 

days later, Jesus arose from the dead and is now in 

heaven preparing a place for you and for me!! 

Today celebrate God’s Greatest Gift to us ~ Jesus! 

 Song of Reflection: 

“Savior’s Here” ~ Kari Jobe 

Prayer:  

Thank you for the hope, peace, joy, and love you 

have given us through Your Son, Jesus Christ, the 

Greatest Gift ever! 

 


