
Saturday March 14th, 2020 
 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear 
though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its 

waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.”  
(Psalm 46:1–3, ESV) 

 
To the Members of Hill City Baptist Church, 
 
For the last several days, I have been communicating with leaders and members in our church, as 
well as those from churches in the city and the province, and I have been seeking God’s wisdom 
in how we should respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. These are unchartered waters and we 
have sought to listen to the relevant and knowledgeable voices – including our government and 
health care authorities – as well as consulting the Scriptures for guidance. We have also looked 
at church history to consider how the church has responded in similar situations in times past. 
We are not the first to face such a situation, nor will we be the last. We are faced with a 
challenge, but a great opportunity as well. We can face this challenge with faith, according to 
Scripture, and truly be the “city on a hill” (Matthew 5:14) we are called to be. Thank you for 
your patience as we have sought to gather all the relevant information.  
 
In light of this, and to move forward by faith, we need to keep several biblical principles in mind:  
 
i. Do not Fear: “But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 
O Israel: ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.’” (Isaiah 
43:1, ESV)  
 
We have probably all seen examples of people, perhaps even ourselves, reacting to COVID-19 
with fear. From hording to fleeing, fear has been the emotion beneath many people’s reactions. 
The response to fear and anxiety is control. Christians, on the other hand, ought to stand in stark 
contrast to a world filled with fear. We don’t want to make any decisions out of fear or self-
preservation. This world is filled with uncertainty. The trembling earth and the roaring seas (and 
viruses!) are all a reminder that there are terrible forces outside of our control. However, the 
bible doesn’t give us the command “do not fear” because there’s nothing to fear. The bible tells 
us to not fear, despite the fact that there are many things that are frightening (1 Peter 3:6), 
because we belong to a loving God who has redeemed us (Isaiah 43:1). It is in the moments of 
uncertainty, when we are faced with what is frightening, that our faith is most on display. Our 
prayer for Hill City is that God would use this cultural moment to strengthen our faith and help 
us to fear God, and God alone.  
 



“When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, 
“‘Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive 
forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.’” (Revelation 1:17–18, ESV)  
 
ii. Pursue Love: While we ought to flee from fear, we ought to simultaneously pursue love (1 
Corinthians 14:1). Fear leads to self-preservation, and self-preservation is the opposite of love. 
Self-preservation acts at the expense of others for the good of self. Love acts at the expense of 
self for the good of others. Love acts despite the cost to oneself for others. As Christians, we 
ought to see this as an opportunity to serve our brothers and sisters, and neighbours, in love. 
 
Practically, this involves following the recommended prevention protocols that our government 
and health experts have suggested in order to protect the most vulnerable among us. Please keep 
updated from the Health Canada website on precautions you can take: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html.  
 
As a church, we have decided to pursue love practically by: 
 
i. Postponing Corporate Gatherings: Our landlord, The Villages on Argyle (TVOA), has 
recently (today) announced that they have cancelled all public gatherings in their facilities. This 
is in line with other municipal buildings, as a precaution and prevention. We are happy to abide 
by these restrictions. In the words of Russell Moore, “Prudence and precaution is not a sign of 
panic or fearfulness, but, as the Bible commands us, of bearing one another’s burdens and 
thinking more highly of others than ourselves.” We will keep you updated regarding the timeline 
of such closures, as things are changing very quickly. We will also be postponing all fellowship 
groups until further notice.  
 
ii. Livestream Preaching: We have been preparing to live-stream our services and expect to do 
so Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m.. We will livestream from our Facebook page, which you can 
access at the following link (even if you don’t have Facebook): 
 
https://www.facebook.com/HillCityPtbo/  
 
This does not replace meeting together to hear the preaching of God’s word and to worship Him 
corporately. This is done as an exception in unique circumstances. Please continue to prioritize 
listening to God’s word, by which we live (Deuteronomy 8:3).   
 
The nature of prevention of the spread of this virus means being proactive before it looks 
necessary. We will have to act before it looks necessary to act, in order to prevent further 
escalation of the virus. We don’t know exactly where that “line” is, but feel that prudence and 
love encourage us to err on the side of caution.  



 
iii. Care for One Another: We want to avoid unnecessary isolation, which is a danger in itself, 
both spiritually and physically. We want to encourage members to communicate with one 
another to share needs and prayer requests. We need to see this as an opportunity for more care 
and intentionality within our congregation, not less. Please take the initiative to reach out to 
those who may have needs. As you are able, and as appropriate, continue to meet to pray, 
encourage, and study the word together in smaller groups.  
 
If you have any needs, please don’t hesitate to reach out to the elders or deacon.  
 
iv. Prioritize Meeting Together: Meeting together is a life or death issue. Cancelling corporate 
gatherings is a dangerous thing in our day of individualism. We want to make sure we see this as 
a necessary compromise, not a matter of convenience: 
 
“not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:25, ESV)  
 
“But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that none of you may be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our 
original confidence firm to the end.” (Hebrews 3:13–14, ESV)  
 
While we are helping to avoid certain physical dangers, we are making ourselves susceptible to 
dangers more serious than a virus by cancelling our corporate service. The writer of the letter to 
the Hebrews warns against failing to meet, and explains that daily exhortation is one of the most 
important antidotes against the deceitfulness of sin. Church history has shown Christians 
believing this verse, and prioritizing meeting at great personal cost. Whether it was the early 
church in Rome, the house churches in China, or the English Christians during the London 
bombing, Christians have always prioritized meeting. Part of how we “keep our original 
confidence to the end” is through the daily encouragement of others. This shouldn’t cause us to 
panic, but should instruct us to soberly be aware of such temptations. We don’t want to become 
comfortable in isolation. I am confident that God will preserve us, and that this will only 
strengthen our resolve to meet together as we are able.  
 
In this situation, we should note that there is a difference between assuming risk to oneself and 
putting another at risk. The first ought to characterize a life of love. The second is not loving. We 
need wisdom to know the difference and to walk accordingly in this time.  
 
This situation is more like Paul’s situation while imprisoned: 
 



 “Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 
for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound!” (2 
Timothy 2:8–9, ESV)  
 
Being unable to meet is not good, and yet we take heart that the “word of God is not bound.” We 
will take every opportunity (such as livestream), to release the word of God, even while “bound” 
to our houses. Paul also, even in his isolation, never lost his dependence upon others: 
 
 “Do your best to come to me soon.” (2 Timothy 4:9, ESV)  
 
These sentiments are best articulated in Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians: 
 
“But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we 
endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face,” (1 Thessalonians 
2:17, ESV)  
 
v. Think Eternally: There are things more precious than life, and deadlier than death.  
 

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matthew 10:28, ESV) 

 
This is an opportunity for us to show where our true treasure is and where our deepest fear is. 
Christ is our great treasure and we will fear Him alone. He loves us and gave Himself for us. He 
promised to never leave us nor forsake us.  
 
Let’s live like we believe it.  
 
 
 
On behalf of the leadership, 
 
Alex 


