
Hixson Presbyterian Church
December 10, 2017

Prelude          
                                    
Greetings                                                                                                                            Greg Baney

Call to Worship From Psalm 18

Advent Candle Lighting Bethlehem, Suffern Family

Prayer of Preparation & Confession

†O Come, All Ye Faithful  
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem!
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels!

Refrain:  O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, 
All ye citizens of heav’n above;

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; (Refrain)

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; (Refrain)

†Behold Our God
Who has held the oceans in His hands? 

Who has numbered every grain of sand?
Kings and nations tremble at His voice. 

All creation rises to rejoice.

Chorus: Behold our God, seated on His throne. 
Come, let us adore Him.

Behold our King, nothing can compare, 
come, let us adore Him!

Who has given counsel to the Lord? 
Who can question any of His words? 

Who can teach the One who knows all things? 
Who can fathom all His wondrous deeds? (chorus)

Who has felt the nails upon His hand,
 bearing all the guilt of sinful man?

God eternal humbled to the grave, Jesus, 
Savior, risen now to reign! (chorus)

Men: You will reign forever! You will reign forever!
You will reign forever! You will reign forever!

Women: Let your glory fill the earth! Let your glory fill the earth!
Let your glory fill the earth! Let your glory fill…



Responsive Reading Apostle’s Creed

 †What Child Is This? 
What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  
While shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary.

Why lies He in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; 
For sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear, shall pierce Him through, 
The Cross be borne, for me, for you:

Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, The Babe, the Son of Mary!
 

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, 
Come, peasant, king, to own Him;
The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song of high, the virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary.

Prayer of Intercession

God’s Tithes and Our Offerings
*Please fill out the friendship folder found at the end of the pew*

Children Pre-K through 1st grade are
 invited to Children’s Church 

Offertory O, Come Emmanuel                                      

Sermon                                               “Wise Men Still Seek Him”                               Robert Johnson
Matthew 2:1-12

†Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free.

From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Joy to those who long to see Thee, 
Dayspring from on high, appear;

Come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, 
Of Thy birth we long to hear.

O’er the hills the angels singing news, glad tidings of a birth:
“Go to him, your praises bringing; 

Christ the Lord has come to earth.”

Come to earth to taste our sadness, 
He whose glories knew no end;
By His life he brings us gladness, 

Our  Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend
Leaving riches without number, born within a cattle stall

This the everlasting wonder, Christ was born the Lord of all.



Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

Communion
     Bread in Unison Behold the Lamb 
     Cup Individually

Benediction

Postlude

†Congregation Standing                                                                                                CCLI#540356                                                                                       
Please feel free to sit as necessary

 Why Do We Do That?

Communion

Advent is the Communion, or “The Lord’s Supper,” is a sacrament given to the church by 
Jesus Christ which calls us to remember his death on the cross for we who believe. It is a 
unique and beautiful way of preaching the gospel as the broken bread symbolizes his 
broken body, and the cup symbolizes his shed blood. We do this together as a church, 
and in doing so we are preaching the gospel to ourselves and one another as we await 
His return. At HPC we celebrate communion each month to regularly remind ourselves of 
Christ’s sacrifice. This is a meal that has continued in the church for two thousand years, and 
it is a foretaste of the meal that will be eaten one day in the New Jerusalem at the wedding 
feast of the Lamb. (Luke 22:7-20; 1 Cor.11:17-34)



 Sermon Notes - Robert Johnson
“Wise Men Still Seek Him”

Matthew 2:1-12

Introduction

First, Wisemen & Women Follow God’s Leading

Second, Wise Men Respond to God in Faith

Finally, Wise Men Worship Jesus Christ



Announcements for the week December 10, 2017 

• Good Samaritan Fund: As we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, the congregation is encouraged to be 
prepared to give a special offering in support of HPC’s Good Samaritan Fund for the ministry of mercy. 
In this practical way we demonstrate our belief in the Communion of Saints, as these funds are used to 
assist Covenant family members and others who are in need.

•Thank you: Trail Life Troop TN-1967 is so grateful for the tremendous support of the congregation in 
helping us bust way past our fundraising goal at the Bake Sale last Sunday. Words cannot express 
our sincere appreciation for your help and enthusiasm. This will help defray some of the expenses for 
boys who otherwise might not be able to fully participate in the program. Praising our God for your 
faithfulness.

•Ornaments for Orphans: Sponsored by Hope for Little Feet We had a great response to this last year, 
and this year we have new selections for you to choose from. Please stop by our table, in the foyer. 
Today is the last day to purchase an ornament. 

• Christmas Past Concert: Today at 6pm. We’ll be having a special time remembering many of our 
favorite carols and learning a few of the stories behind these cherished songs. The whole family is 
welcome to come and worship with us as we look back, and look forward, to Christmas.

•Anniversary Books for sale: We will be selling the HPC Anniversary Books throughout December for 
$10. Please stop by the table in the foyer to purchase one.

•Primetimer’s Christmas Lunch: Tuesday, December 12 at 12:00 pm. Primetiemers (HPC Senior Adult 
Group) is having a scrumptious Christmas Dinner with ham and many sides. (free of charge) We’re 
having former ministers of music, Kelley Stultz and Sigrid Luther entertain us. Greg Baney will give a 
Christmas devotional. Please bring hats, gloves, and scarves to donate to Hope for Inner City. Hope to 
see you for a great time!

•Women’s Ministry Christmas Event: Wednesday, December 13 at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. This 
year our gift theme is things that start with “C” so be creative and have fun. Your gift should cost $7 
or less. We will also have an opportunity to help serve our community by collecting new socks, hats, 
scarves, and gloves to be donated to a local hospital that provides clothes to homeless patients when 
they are discharged. We will have child care available if requested by today. Please sign up using the 
tear-off in your bulletin or you may stop by the table in the foyer. 

•Sending Christmas Wishes to our Missionaries around the world: We usually sign Christmas cards and 
send them to our missionary friends but this year we have a unique opportunity to send our Christmas 
greetings using the Mission Wall in the people street. Feel free to share a memory or a message of 
appreciation for them or just to let them know you are  praying for them. You will find the instructions 
on the mission wall.

•Christmas Eve Service: We are not able to offer any childcare for this service. The service will be family 
friendly so please bring your whole family for this special evening.

Upcoming Events

• Dec 12  Primetimer’s Lunch 12:00pm
• Dec 13  Women’s Ministry Christmas Event 6:30pm
• Dec 15  Youth - MS Christmas Party - 6:30-9:30pm 
• Dec 17  No Evening Ministries
• Dec 24  No SS, Christmas Eve Service 6:00pm
• Dec 25-26  Office Closed - Merry Christmas
• Dec 31  No SS, No Evening Ministries
• Jan 1 & 2  New Year’s Day, Office is closed
• Jan 7  SS & Evening Ministries Resume



Contributions Report

General:          Dec  3, 2017     Missions:             Dec  3, 2017
Contributions      20,719.00    Contributions           4,413.00
Budget                13,515.00     Budget                     1,828.00

Month to Date    Month to Date
Contributions      20,719.00   Contributions        4,413.00         
Budget                13,515.00        Budget                  1,828.00

Building Fund Weekly 10,025    Month to Date      10,025
Weekly Goal                  5,303    Monthly Goal       21,212

                     Weekly Calendar
                        
               Sunday, December 10         
     9:30 am Sunday School

 10:45 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Christmas Concert

Monday, December 11

                 Tuesday, December 12
6:30 am Men’s Bible Study

12:00 pm Primetimer’s Lunch
3:30 pm TASK

6:00 pm Trail Life
7:00 pm Deacon Meeting

  Wednesday, December 13
6:30-8:30 pm Women’s Ministry 

Christmas Event

Thursday, December 14
3:30 pm TASK

Friday, December 15
           

    
2018 Sunday School Classes

Coming up this Spring…  

Minor Prophets – What makes certain prophetic books minor? Are they less important? What message did they share and to 
whom? What is their relevance and meaning for the church today? If you have ever asked any of these questions, join us 
for an in-depth exploration of this important genre of Biblical literature. (January 7th through May 27th) Rm M-1. Taught by 
Greg Baney

The Sacraments –Why are the Lord’s supper and baptism called sacraments? Are there sacraments in the Old Testament? 
Why do we baptize babies? Why can’t babies take communion? Will unbaptized believers go to heaven? Come learn 
about this most critical aspect of our church life, the proper administration of which is crucial to the true marks of the Church. 
(January 7th through March 11th) Rm. M-2. Taught by Jeff Siren, Steve Hutchings, and Don Carver.  

Developing Christian Character – In an age and time when cultural moral standards compete with and are antagonistic 
towards the teaching of scripture, it is more important than ever to practice and develop true Christian (Christ-like) character. 
Come participate in a video-facilitated discussion taught by R.C. Sproul on the topic of developing Christian character. Each 
segment is approximately 25-30 minutes followed by a facilitated discussion. (January 7th through April 8th) Conference Rm.

                          Adult Sunday School Classes

Current Classes:

Women’s Sunday School Class: Teaching Ladies for 
Christ (TLC)
Room M2 Aug 20 – Dec 31st (Taught by Leigh Anne 
Grant)

The End of the Ages: The Book of Revelation 
Room M1 Aug 20 – Dec 17th (Taught by Floyd 
Richardson). 

Using Your Gifts: Church and Your Unique Personality!
Conference Room M4 Oct 15th – Dec 17th (Taught by 
Greg Baney)


