
Hixson Presbyterian Church
December 24, 2017

Prelude          
                                    
Greetings                                                                                                                                                   Greg Baney

Call to Worship Psalm 27:1, 3, 5, 13-14

Advent Candle Lighting Shepherds, Meyer Family

Prayer of Preparation & Confession

†Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o’er all the earth;

Ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the fields abiding, 
watching o’er your flocks by night,

God with man is now residing, yonder shines the infant Light:
Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King.

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen His natal star:

Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King.

Saints before the altar bending, 
watching long in hope and fear,

Suddenly the Lord, descending, in His temple shall appear:
Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King.

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son;
Evermore your voices raising to th’eternal Three in One:

Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King.

†The First Noel 
The first Noel, the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Refrain:  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, 
beyond them far,

And to the earth is gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. (Refrain)

And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country far;

To seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. (Refrain)

This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest,

And there it did both stop and stay, 
right over the place where Jesus lay. (Refrain)



Then entered in those wise men three, 
full rev’rently upon their knee,

And offered there in His presence their gold, 
and myrrh, and frankincense. (Refrain)

Then let us all with one accord 
sing praises to our heav’nly Lord,

That hath made heav’n and earth of naught, and with His blood mankind hath bought. (Refrain)

Responsive Reading  Psalm 8

 †Angels We Have Heard on High 
Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains.

Refrain:  Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be, 

which inspire your heav’nly song? (Refrain)

Come to Bethlehem, and see Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, 

the newborn King. (Refrain)

Prayer of Intercession & Offertory

God’s Tithes and Our Offerings
*Please fill out the friendship folder found at the end of the pew*

There is no Children’s Church today. 

Offertory Instrumental                                     

Sermon                                                      “A Savior Accessible to All”                                   Robert Johnson
Luke 2:1-7

†Lift Up Your Head And Raise Your Voice
Lift up your head and raise your voice

Look to our Savior and rejoice
O praise Him! Alleluia!

Let us sing praise this Sabbath morn
Our Lord and Savior has been born

O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Lord help us worship on this day
And with the angels join to say

O praise Him! Alleluia!
Come, sing your praises at His birth

The word made flesh
Has come to earth

O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The lowly shepherds stand in fear
Kings of the earth in homage kneel

O praise Him! Alleluia!
The angels voice the Father’s plan

A gift of love, the Son of Man
O praise Him! O praise Him!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Glory to God in highest heav’n



Peace, hope, and life have come to men
O praise Him! Alleluia!

So, with one voice we raise this theme
And worship Christ our Savior King

O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia!

Benediction

Postlude

†Congregation Standing                                                                                                                                                      CCLI#540356                                                                                       
Please feel free to sit as necessary



 Sermon Notes - Robert Johnson
“A Savior Accessible to All”

Luke 2:1-7

First, Glitter & Lights

Grinch “Maybe Christmas…doesn’t come from a store. Maybe Christmas…means a little bit more.”

“Christmas is a good feeling and sense of community that lives inside all the Whos.”

Col 2:9—“In [Jesus] the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily”

Second, Rome Under God (1-2)

Micah 5:2-5—“You, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days…And 
he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his 
God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.”

Prov 21:1—“The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will.”

Piper—“All the mammoth political forces and all the giant industrial complexes, without their even knowing 
it, are being guided by God, not for their own sake but for the sake of God’s little people”

Third, A Humble Birth (3-7)

Finally, A Humble Messiah

Phil 2:6-8—“Though he [Jesus] was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross.”



Announcements for the week December 24, 2017 

•Christmas Eve Services:  There will be no Children’s Church for this morning’s service but we will have 
nursery for children ages 4 and under. We are not able to offer any childcare for the evening service. 
The service will be family friendly so please bring your whole family for this special evening.

•Sending Christmas Wishes to our Missionaries around the world: We usually sign Christmas cards and 
send them to our missionary friends but this year we have a unique opportunity to send our Christmas 
greetings using the Mission Wall in the people street. Feel free to share a memory or a message of 
appreciation for them or just to let them know you are  praying for them. You will find the instructions 
on the mission wall.

•Anniversary Books for sale: We will be selling HPC Anniversary Books throughout December for $10. 
Please stop by the table in the foyer to purchase one.

•The office will be closed this Monday and Tuesday for the Christmas Holiday. 

• Men’s Ministry Movie Viewing - The Men of HPC will be viewing the “Calvinist” movie in the high school class 
room on Saturday, January 13th at 6:00 PM. Please bring a snack, and come ready to view and discuss this 
fascinating movie with the men of our church!

Upcoming Events
 
• Dec 31  No SS, No Evening Ministries
• Jan 1 & 2  New Year’s Day, Office is closed
• Jan 7  SS & Evening Ministries Resume
• Jan 13  Men’s Ministry Movie Night
• Jan 12-15  Youth Ski Retreat



Contributions Report

General:       Dec  17, 2017       Missions:          Dec  17, 2017
Contributions      21,339.00     Contributions          1,568.00
Budget                13,515.00   Budget                    1,828.00

Month to Date    Month to Date
Contributions      56,131.00   Contributions        6,886.00         
Budget                40,545.00        Budget                  5,484.00

Building Fund Weekly   8,697    Month to Date      36,722
Weekly Goal                  5,303    Monthly Goal       21,212

                     Weekly Calendar                        
                                 
                 Sunday, December 24 

 10:45 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Christmas Eve Service

Monday, December 25
Merry Christmas

Office Closed

                Tuesday, December 26
Office Closed

  Wednesday, December 27

Thursday, December 28

Friday, December 29

           

    
2018 Sunday School Classes

Coming up this Spring…  

Minor Prophets – What makes certain prophetic books minor? Are they less important? What message did they share and to 
whom? What is their relevance and meaning for the church today? If you have ever asked any of these questions, join us 
for an in-depth exploration of this important genre of Biblical literature. (January 7th through May 27th) Rm M-1. Taught by 
Greg Baney

The Sacraments –Why are the Lord’s supper and baptism called sacraments? Are there sacraments in the Old Testament? 
Why do we baptize babies? Why can’t babies take communion? Will unbaptized believers go to heaven? Come learn 
about this most critical aspect of our church life, the proper administration of which is crucial to the true marks of the Church. 
(January 7th through March 11th) Rm. M-2. Taught by Jeff Siren, Steve Hutchings, and Don Carver.  

The Marks of a Healthy Church - The church wasn’t our idea—it was His. Jesus established the church as the natural arena for 
our spiritual growth, and our health depends on it. In this series, Dr. Mark Dever and Dr. Jonathan Leeman survey the marks 
of a healthy church, where we are called to display God’s glorious character in unity, holiness, and love. We can’t do it 
alone. Each segment is approximately 25-30 minutes followed by a facilitated discussion led by Thomas DeMoss. (January 
7th through April 8th) Conference Rm. 


