
Hixson Presbyterian Church
December 16, 2018

Prelude          
                                    
Greetings                                                                                                                                                 Greg Baney

Lighting of the Advent Candle                                                                                          Don & Carol Pierce
        
Call to Worship Luke 1:68-79

Prayer of Preparation & Confession

 †Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Come behold the wondrous mystery

In the dawning of the King
He the theme of heaven’s praises

Robed in frail humanity
In our longing, in our darkness
Now the light of life has come

Look to Christ, who condescended
Took on flesh to ransom us

Come behold the wondrous mystery
He the perfect Son of Man

In His living, in His suffering
Never trace nor stain of sin

See the true and better Adam
Come to save the hell-bound man

Christ the great and sure fulfillment
Of the law; in Him we stand

Come behold the wondrous mystery
Christ the Lord upon the tree
In the stead of ruined sinners

Hangs the Lamb in victory
See the price of our redemption

See the Father’s plan unfold
Bringing many sons to glory

Grace unmeasured, love untold

Come behold the wondrous mystery
Slain by death the God of life

But no grave could e’er restrain Him
Praise the Lord; He is alive!

What a foretaste of deliverance
How unwavering our hope
Christ in power resurrected

As we will be when he comes

†Angels, from the Realms of Glory
Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o’er all the earth;

Ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the fields abiding, 
watching o’er your flocks by night,

God with man is now residing, yonder shines the infant Light:



Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King.

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen His natal star:

Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King.

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending, in His temple shall appear:

Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King.

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son;
Evermore your voices raising to th’eternal Three in One:

Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King.

 
Responsive Reading  Zephaniah 3:14-20

†It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold;
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, 

from heav’n’s all-gracious King”;
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, 
whose forms are bending low,

Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow,
Look now! For glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing:

O rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing.

For lo, the days are hast’ning on, by prophets seen of old,
When with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold,
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,

And the whole world give back the song 
which now the angels sing.

Prayer of Intercession

God’s Tithes and Our Offerings
*Please fill out the friendship folder found at the end of the pew*
Children Pre-K through 1st grade are invited to Children’s Church

Offertory  O Holy Night        

Sermon                                                    “I Will Send You Elijah”                                             Robert Johnson    
Luke 1:14-17 & 76-79

†Go Tell it on the Mountain
Go tell it on the mountain

Over the hills and ev’rywhere
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born

While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night

Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light



The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo above the earth

Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed the Savior’s birth

Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation

That blessed Christmas morn

Benediction

Postlude 

† Congregation Standing                                                                                                                   CCLI#540356                                                                                       
*Please feel free to sit as necessary

Why do we do that?

Advent:
Advent is the season which anticipates the birth of Christ. The tradition of this remembrance goes back 
hundreds of years, before the reformation, and is a part of the larger observance of the church calendar. 
Easter, Good Friday, Christmas, Lent, and Advent have been special times of remembrance and worship for 
the church at large throughout the centuries. When we celebrate Advent we remember that the coming of 
Christ is the event to which all history points. For each Sunday leading up to Christmas, as well as Christmas 
Eve, we will read passages which point us towards the work God did surrounding the birth of Christ. We 
also light candles to point to Christ as the light of the world, the light which shines into the darkness and 
overcomes it (John 1:5).



 Sermon Notes - Robert Johnson
“I Will Send You Elijah”    
Luke 1:14-17 & 76-79

First, Birth of Elijah 2.0 (14-17)

Second, Voice of Elijah (76-79)

Finally, Preparing the Way



Announcements for the week December 16

• Uganda Mission Trip Special Offering: A special offering will be taken this Sunday to support the work at Kiroba 
Community Presbyterian Church in Uganda. This is a church plant of HPC in partnership with the Presbyterian 
Church of Uganda (PCU).  Three years ago, HPC sent teams to do some of the initial outreach to start this church. 
Since then HPC has provided funds to install the foundation for their building and a roof for one part of it. Now 
the congregation made of mostly new believers has outgrown the roofed part of the building. While some of 
the donation will be used to pay for the expenses of the team from HPC, we are hoping to raise enough to assist 
in roofing another portion of the building so the congregation can all have shelter for their meetings. The HPC 
team will meet with local leaders to review the progress of the church and do long range planning, encourage the 
congregation, and lead a bible conference for the church. While the team will also do a medical outreach as an 
evangelism project, all funds in this offering will be used for the work at Kiroba Community Presbyterian Church.

• The Building Fund is Open! We have capped the fund’s reserve and now every penny given will go directly to 
reduce the principle we owe on the mortgage. Watch the mortgage shrink week by week. We will build a new 
sanctuary in no time!

• Women’s Christmas Event: This Wednesday at 6:30 pm. Ladies, please join us for a fun evening as we 
celebrate the Christmas season. Please bring a wrapped Christmas ornament for a gift exchange (no more than 
$10). Today is the last day to request childcare and transportation to and from the event.

• Christmas Eve Service: Please join us for our annual Christmas Eve candlelight service Monday, December 
24 at 6:00 pm. We will be singing together, listening to the beautiful music of the season, and hearing from 
God’s Word about the birth of our Savior. This is a family friendly service.

• Calling Men of God - Are you interested in serving the men and brothers of the church? Do you have a 
passion for coordinating events or planning discipleship activities for men? Come be part of the HPC Men’s 
Ministries Leadership Team and help “facilitate the development of Christ-like men”. For more information or 
volunteer to serve, contact Greg Baney or Josh Hamblin

• Reserved Seats: Please leave the “Reserved Seats” in the back of the sanctuary empty for late comers and 
visitors. 

• Men’s National Football Championship Viewing: Men of HPC, join your fathers and brothers for a time of 
fellowship and entertainment on January 12th at 4PM. We will meet in the youth room. Please bring a snack 
to share. For more information contact Josh Hamblen.

 Spring Sunday School Classes

Psalms, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes - In this class we will explore the books of the Bible known as Wisdom 
Literature and see God’s redemptive purposes revealed throughout. Our hearts will be moved to worship as we 
see Christ in the Psalms and learn of His ways in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. Join us for this very exciting journey! 
January 6th - May 27th - M1. Taught by Greg Baney and Steven Edging. 

Three Generations - 20s, 30s, 40s, (3G) Class: This class will be guided by the book, The Imperfect Disciple 
by Jared Wilson. Purchase of the book is optional for participation. A copy of the book may be obtained at the 
front desk. Come join us as we learn together how to triumph as an imperfect disciple! Facilitated by Thomas 
& Cindy DeMoss. January 6th - May 27th. Conference Rm. 

Women’s Sunday School Class - Join the ladies of the church as we discover together the attributes of our 
great God. This class will be reading together, Wisdom of God by Nancy Guthrie and will be led by Leah Dean 
and Carolyn Hays. You can order the book on your own or contact the church office and we will order a copy 
for you. Once a month, there will be coffee and conversations with Nancy Monroe. You don’t want to miss it! 
January 6th - March 30th - M-2.

Prayer Walkers:  We will resume January 22, 2019 and will continue to meet inside at Sourdough Cuppa Joe’s 
until Spring.



Contributions Report

General:          Dec. 9, 2018    Missions:       Dec. 9, 2018
Contributions        17,572.00     Contribution                786.00
Budget                   15,200.00    Budget                   1,876.00

Month to Date    Month to Date
Contributions        44,976.00   Contributions       3,192.00         
Budget                   30,400.00     Budget                  3,752.00

Building Fund:
Weekly Contributions   7,375
Month to date             10,276
Mortgage Balance  2,174,996   

                     Weekly Calendar
                                                
                    Sunday, December 16

9:30 am Sunday School
 10:45 am Worship Service

5:00 - 6:30 pm Youth Underground

Monday, December 17
6:15 pm Trail Life

  Tuesday, December 18

  Wednesday, December 19
6:30 pm Women’s Christmas Event

  

Thursday, December 20

Friday, December 21

Important Dates

December
19  Women’s Christmas Event
19 & 26 No Wednesday Evening Ministries
23 & 30 No Sunday School
24  Christmas Eve Service (6:00pm)
24-25 Christmas Holiday - Offices are closed
31     New Year’s Eve - Offices are closed

January
 1  New Year’s Day - Offices are closed
 6    Sunday School resumes
 9  Wednesday Evening Ministries resume
11  Faith & Fun Night for 4th and 5th graders
12  Men’s National Football Championship Night 
(4:00pm)
18 - 21 Youth Ski Retreat
22  Prayer Walk Ministry Resumes


