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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                      
  
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                           Children’s Ministry 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                           Steven Edging  
 
SONG OF WORSHIP                               Let the Nations Be Glad                                 Worship Team 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                                                       

        
GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY     My Jesus I Love Thee                  Worship Team 
                                                                        
SERMON                      “Lift Up Your Eyes”                    Rev. Dr. Dennis E. Johnson 
       Acts 1:1-8 
 
SONGS OF RESPONSE                           Let Your Kingdom Come                                Worship Team 

Your glorious cause, O God, engages our hearts.   
May Jesus Christ be known wherever we are. 

We ask not for ourselves, but for Your renown.  
The cross has saved us so we pray, “Your kingdom come.” 

 
Chorus: Let Your kingdom come, let Your will be done,  

so that everyone might know Your Name. 
Let Your song be heard everywhere on earth,  

till Your sovereign work on earth is done.  
Let Your kingdom come. 

 
Give us Your strength, O God, and courage to speak.  

Perform Your wondrous deeds through those who are weak. 
Lord, use us as You want, whatever the test. 

 By grace we’ll preach Your Gospel till our dying breath. (Chorus) 
 

Let Your will be done, so that everyone might know Your Name. 
Let Your song be heard everywhere on earth, till Your sovereign work 

on earth is done. Let Your kingdom come! 
 
 
 
 
 



By Faith 
By faith we see the hand of God in the light of creation’s grand design, 

in the lives of those who prove His faithfulness, who walk by faith and not by sight. 
By faith our fathers roamed the earth with the pow’r of His promise in their hearts, 

of a holy city built by God’s own hand, a place where peace and justice reign. 
 

Refrain:  We will stand as children of the promise; we will fix our eyes on Him,  
our soul’s reward. 

Till the race is finished and the work is done, we walk by faith and not by sight. 
 

By faith the prophets saw a day when the longed-for Messiah would appear 
with the pow’r to break the chains of sin and death and rise triumphant from the grave. 

By faith the church was called to go in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost 
to deliver captives and to preach good news in ev’ry corner of the earth. (Refrain) 

 
By faith this mountain shall be moved and the pow’r of the Gospel shall prevail, 

for we know in Christ all things are possible for all who call upon His name!  
(Refrain twice) 

 
Benediction  
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Sermon Notes – Rev. Dr. Dennis E. Johnson 
“Lift Up Your Eyes” 

Acts 1:1-8 
 
 

1. Surprising Scope (3, 6, 8) Not confined to Israel (aka “people like us, near us”) but 
embracing “the end of the earth”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Surprising Strategy (8) Not driven by political action or military coercion, but 
working through the church’s words of witness (testifying to the gospel of God’s 
grace in Christ). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3.  Secret Weapon (4-5.8) Turning enemies into loyal subjects through the heart-
transforming power of God’s life-giving Spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements for Sunday, March 21, 2021 
 

PLEASE VISIT THE HPC VIRTUAL FRIENDSHIP FOLDER. We ask that you please visit the HPC 
virtual friendship folder to let us know you are worshiping with us.  
To hixsonpres.org/friendship to sign the Virtual Friendship Folder. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER time has resumed. Please join us EVERY Sunday at 8:45 am.  
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TODAY following the worship service to elect the Nominating 
Committee. The candidates being offered are: LuAnne Kessel, Brooke Edging and Suzanne 
Vineyard. 
 

WE WELCOME REV. DR. DENNIS E. JOHNSON to our pulpit this Mission Sunday morning. He is 
professor emeritus of practical theology at Westminster Seminary California and associate 
pastor of New Life Presbyterian Church. Rev. Dr. Johnson, author, and preacher, has taught 
in various countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America. Other affiliations are 
Evangelical Homiletical Society, Evangelical Theological Society, and Institute for Biblical 
Research. 
Darlene Johnson, featured in Missions Minute today, is from Knoxville and has been part of 
the Hixson Presbyterian Church missionary family since she first left for Japan in 2000.  She 
is a member of Mission to the World’s church-planting team in Nagoya, Japan.  She teaches 
English, leads evangelistic Bible studies, and participates in the planting and nurture of 
Japanese churches. For fun she enjoys walking, biking, and meeting friends at coffee 
shops.    
 

HPC EASTER SCHEDULE: COME AND WORSHIP WITH US! INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY! 
Outside worship (mask optional) and In-person (mask required). 

Good Friday Service – Friday, April 2 at 6:00 pm in sanctuary 
Easter Sunday, April 4 – Two worship services  

9:00 am In-person  
10:45 am Outside 

Egg Hunt – 10:15 am back fields by the pavilion 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY: We are excited to announce two opportunities to engage with God’s 
word with other women!  
1st Opportunity: On Zoom with Audra Payne (audralynnpayne@gmail.com or 423-785-
7418) leading. On Monday evenings April 12 - May 17 from 7:50-9:15 pm. Topic: Guided 
Bible Study on “Worship: from Eden to Eternity”.  
2nd OPTION: In-Person at HPC with Laura Davis (bodedavis@gmail.com or 704-615-0464) 
leading. On Thursday mornings, April 15 – May 13 from 9:15-10:45 am. Childcare: We may 
be able to provide childcare to young children, but this option is subject to finding an 
available childcare worker. Topic: Guided Bible Study on “Preaching the Gospel to 
Yourself” https://thedailygraceco.com/collections/topical/products/preaching-the-
gospel-to-yourself 
Time Commitment: Homework for each week will be approximately 20 minutes per day 
or 1.5 hours per week in addition to our weekly meetings. We look forward to learning and 
growing in Christ together! 
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CAMP NATHANAEL IN KENTUCKY each summer shares God's Good News with children, many 
who have earned their way to camp by memorizing scripture. Don Pierce's parents were 
missions members. This is a way for the church to have the opportunity to serve in 
Amilena, Kentucky.  Don is organizing a group and looking for volunteers to help (painting, 
cleaning, repairing) May 24-28 preparing the facilities. Lodging and meals are free. For 
more information on this mission, please contact Don Pierce at 423-645-3888 or 
https://www.campnathanael.org/.  
 

SPRING SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SPRING 2021 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES: We are expanding the course offerings, which will be 
both in person and online. Email Pastor Thad with any questions at  thadd@hixsonpres.org. 
 

· BIBLE TRACK: Continue with 1-2 Corinthians: Writing to a church embroiled in 
controversy, the Apostle Paul gives gospel wisdom to various aspects of life. This Spring 
come be a part of this class that examines Paul's letters and interactions with the church in 
Corinth.  Class begins at 9:30 am January 10.  The class will be recorded and posted online. 

 

· MARRIAGE CLASS: Growing in Grace not just coping in Covid  
We are excited to have you join us in person for this class, but if you decide to attend 
virtually, we still hope you are able to participate for the benefit of the class discussions. If 
you are interested in the link for the virtual class, please email: thadd@hixsonpres.org. 
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