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Upcoming and Ongoing Prayer Opportunities: 

 
 

 Daily: Use the enclosed bookmark verse to help us pray in one accord. Place the 
prayer reminder stickers on mirrors, dashboards, Bibles, phones…anywhere to 
prompt spontaneous prayers for God’s wisdom, provision, and guidance. Journey 
with us through the dated meditations in this book.  (August 30-October 11) 

 
 Prayer Walking: Tuesdays 8-9 a.m. Meet at the Pavilion at Stonewall Farms (More 
info under Prayer Resources)  

 
 Prayer Vigil for the “Next” Campaign:  Sign up for a 30 min. slot to pray at home 
Oct. 9 & 10  (Sign ups begin Sept. 20) 

 
 Prayer Suggestions: 

     
       1. Offer praise and thanksgiving for God’s goodness to our church and ask for the 
Holy Spirit’s leading as you pray. 
 
       2.  Request God’s guidance and wisdom for the “Next” campaign leadership. 
 
       3.  Ask for God’s blessing on the campaign and the church’s response to it.  
 
       4.  Ask God to bring those who are spiritually hungry and need hope to come and 
visit and meet Jesus. 
 
       5.  Pray for the Lord to reveal His will for your response during this special time. 
    
       6.  Use the Kingdom Prayers from Pastor Robert included in this book. Other 
aids are optional, as needed. 
 
 

Thank you for praying. 
 

 
The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 

—James 5:16b 
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Hixson Presbyterian Church 
 

Fall Devotional Prayer Guide 
 

2015 
 
 

This book is an act of daily praise and worship from members of a grateful 

congregation to our good and giving God. As we journey forward from this Vision 

Sunday to our First Fruits Offering in November, we hope these prayers and 

meditations will instruct, encourage, and unite our hearts while bringing joy to His. 

 

 

Many thanks to all who participated and to those who worked and prayed to produce 

these pages. To God be the glory. 
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Kingdom Prayers 

 

“Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will Be Done 

On Earth as it is in Heaven” 

 

A couple of years ago Pastor Robert encouraged us as a church to be praying “Kingdom Prayers.” As 

we come to this season of prayer for our church move, may these prayers kindle our hearts to be 

fervent and faithful in always asking for His wisdom, His will and His blessing to His glory: 

 

1. For bold and unashamed proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ and faithful teaching 

of God’s Holy Word resulting in saving faith and the edification of the saints at HPC. 

(Ephesians 6:17-20, Colossians 4:3,5,6) 

 

2. For HPC, as a family of believers, to grow in its commitment to following Christ and to be 

purposeful for His Kingdom. ( 2 Timothy 2:20-25) 

 

3. That God through His Holy Spirit and Word at work in the saints and ministries of HPC 

would use us as a body to illuminate His Gospel and Kingdom in our community and city. 

(Matthew 5:14-16) 

 

4.   For unity as one body, in Christ—that the Holy Spirit would empower the  

      saints at HPC to love one another in such a way that it brings honor and glory                   

      to the Father. (John 17:11,21; 1 Peter 2:10-11, 16-17) 

 

5.   That the saints in Christ at HPC would be able to withstand the schemes of     Satan and 

the powers of darkness that would come against us, our homes, our church, and our 

community. (John 17:15; Matthew 6:13; Ephesians 6:12) 

 

6.   For a generous out-pouring of God’s Holy Spirit in the lives of the saints in Christ at 

HPC and upon the  ministries in which they serve. (Acts 4:31; Acts 13:52) 

 

7.   For God by His Spirit to enable those who have been called to serve the family of 

believers at HPC through acts of leadership: pastors elders, deacons, ministry leaders.  

 

8.   God’s vision direction and provision for HPC as we plan for the future. 

 

9.   For the missionaries throughout the world who are supported by the prayers and giving 

of HPC’s body. 

 

10.  For members who, for many reasons, are unable to regularly worship together with the 

body of believers at HPC. ( military service, physical health). 

11.  For the individual ministries that are taking place at HPC. For those who are serving in 

them and for any felt needs they might have.  
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12.  Any additional scripture, hymns, worship anthems, or readings that would reorient the 

heart and mind towards the truth of God’s love for us, in that while we were yet sinners 

Christ died for us, and it is by His grace that we are invited to boldly come before the 

throne and present our requests. (weekly bulletins and inserts). 

 

13.  For God to cultivate in the hearts of His children a hunger for spiritual depth and 

authentic communion with Himself resulting in holy living. 

      (Ephesians 1:15-23; Ephesians 3:14-20) 

 

 

 

Lord, we want to be a community liberated by grace, living lives fully 

committed to Christ, and leading others to a life-transforming encounter 

with Him. In Christ. 
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Prayers for Friends, Families, Leaders and our Church 

Matt. 6:26-34 from The Message Translation: ____, relax, don’t be so preoccupied with 

getting, so you can respond to God’s giving. People who don’t know God and the way he 

works fuss over these things, but you know both God and how he works. Steep your life in 

God-reality, God initiative, God provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll find all your 

everyday human concerns will be met. Give your entire attention to what God is doing right 

now, and don’t get worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help 

you deal with whatever hard things come up when the time comes.  

 

1 Chronicles 4:10 Now ____ called on the God of Israel saying, “Oh, that Thou wouldst bless 

me indeed, and enlarge my border, and that Thy hand might be with me, and that Thou 

wouldst keep me from harm, that it may not pain me. And God granted _____ what she 

requested. 

 

Ps. 5:3 In the morning, O Lord, You will hear _____’s voice; in the morning he/she will pray to 

You and eagerly watch. 

 

Is. 30:21-And when ___ turns to the right or when____ turns to the left, his/her ears shall hear 

a word behind her saying, “This is the way; walk in it.” 

 

Heb. 10:23 Let ___ hold fast the confession of his/her hope without wavering, for He who 

promised is faithful. 

 

I Peter 1:23 _____ has been born again, and this new life did not come from something that 

dies, but from something that cannot die. _____ was born again through God’s living 

message that continues forever. 

 

Psm. 112:7 ______ will not be afraid of evil tidings; _____’s heart is steadfast, trusting in the 

Lord. 

 

Col. 2:6-7 As _____ received Christ Jesus the Lord, may he/she continue to live in Him.  

Keep his/her roots deep in Him and have his/her life built on Him. 

 

Phil. 1:9 This is my prayer for ____ that his/her love may abound still more and more in real 

knowledge and all discernment. 

 

Heb. 12:1 Let _____ run with endurance the race that is set before him/her.  

 

James 1:19 Let _____ be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger. 

 

James 1:4 Let patience have its perfect work, that ____ may be perfect and complete, 

lacking in nothing. 
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2 Tim. 2:5 ____ will be diligent to present himself/herself approved to God as a workman who 

does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth. 

 

Heb. 13:21 Equip _____ in every good thing to do God’s will, working in him/her that which is 

pleasing in God’s sight through Jesus Christ. 

 

Phil. 2:13 For it is God who is at work in ____ both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 

 

Psm. 94:19 When anxious thoughts multiply within _____, God’s consolations delight his/her 

soul. 

 

Eph. 1:17 May God give ______ a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 

 

Luke 1:28, 30 The Lord has blessed ____ and is with ____…Don’t be afraid ____, God has 

shown you his grace. 

 

Psm. 40:3 He put a new song in ____’s mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see 

and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. 

 

Psm. 4:8- Thou, Lord, only makest ____dwell in safety. 

 

Ecc. 7:18-____, tackle every task that comes along, and if you fear God you can expect His 

blessing. 

 

Psm. 101:2- _____, will behave wisely in a perfect way….____will walk within my house with 

a perfect heart. 

 

Gal. 2:20-And it is no longer ___ who lives, but it is Christ who lives in ____. 

 

I Kings 4:29-And God gave ____wisdom and understanding beyond measure, and largeness 

of mind like the sand on the seashore. 

 

Eph. 3:16-Out of his glorious unlimited resources He will give ____ the mighty inner 

strengthening of His Holy Spirit. 

 

Is. 31:5- Like birds hovering overhead, so the Lord of hosts will protect _____; He will protect 

and deliver ____, He will spare and rescue ____. 

 

Psm. 23:3-He leads ____ in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 

 

Rom. 8:4- ___walks not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 
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2 Tim. 2:22b-That ____will enjoy the companionship of those who love the Lord and have 

pure hearts.  

 

Hos. 10:12-_____, plant goodness, harvest the fruit of loyalty, plow the new ground of 

knowledge.  ______, look for the Lord until He comes and pours goodness on you like water.  

 

Phil 4:19-And my God will meet all ____’s needs according to His glorious riches in Christ. 

 

Isaiah 41:13-For I, the Lord your God, hold ____’s right hand; it is I who say to ____, “Fear 

not, I will help you.” 

 

Job 23:5-____would know the words which He would answer him/her, and understand what 

He would say unto him/her. 

 

2 Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be given to _____more and more, because _____ truly knows 

God and Jesus our Lord. 

 

Micah 7:9-He will bring about what is right for ____.  Then He will bring____ out into the light, 

and ____will see Him set things right. 

 

Eph. 1:17-19—I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory may give ____ 

a spirit of wisdom and revelation as he/she comes to know Him, so that with the eyes of 

____’s heart enlightened, he/she may know what is the hope to which He has called ____, 

what are the riches of His glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of His power for us who believe according to the working of His 

great power.  

 

Phil 4:6-Let ____’s speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that ____ may know 

how he/she ought to answer everyone.  

 

Isaiah 61:3—Father, I pray that You would “bestow on ____ a crown of beauty instead of 

ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of 

despair.  That ____will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display 

of his splendor.” 

 

Psm. 32:8—I will instruct ____ (says the Lord) and guide him/her along the best pathway for 

his/her life; I will advise and watch his/her progress. 

 

Rom. 4:3--____believed God and it was accounted to him/her for righteousness. 

 

Psm. 119:105 Your word is a lamp that gives light wherever ____ walks. 

 

Acts 2:28—You have made known to ____ the ways of life; You will make ____ full of joy in 

Your presence. 
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                                                                                                     August 30, 2015 
 
 
 

Help! I Can’t Pay My Bills 
 
 
Proverbs 3:9-10: Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the first of all your produce; So 

that your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will overflow with new wine.   

 

“I’m sorry; I just can’t pay that bill.  We just don’t have the money right now.”  I wish we had 

the money to tithe and to pay our bills.” 

 

Did you ever have that conversation at your house?  We did.  It seemed that we just barely 

made enough money to pay the bills.  Giving a tithe to the church wasn’t a priority.   We just 

didn’t have the money.   

 

But before the foundations of the earth were set in place, God had His plan for us.  The Holy 

Spirit began to convict me that I couldn’t say that I believed the Bible is the inspired Word of 

God, when I only believed and practiced parts of it.  The Holy Spirit started to show me areas 

of my life that He wanted to change.  Tithing was one of those areas of unbelief.  God showed 

me as head of my house, that we would never be able to pay our bills if we didn’t tithe.   We 

decided to tithe before anything else was paid.  That was 35 years ago.   God has honored 

our tithe with the ability to pay all our bills. 

 

Prayer: We praise you God for creating all things, and blessing us so abundantly.  Help us to 

honor you with our first fruits.                   

 
—Rich Wagner 
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August 31, 2015 

 
 
 

To God Be the Glory; Great Things He is Doing!!! 
 
II Corinthians 4:16—Therefore we do not become discouraged—utterly spiritless, exhausted, 

and wearied out through fear. Though our outer man is decaying and wasting away, yet our 

inner self is being renewed day after day. (Amplified version) 

 

On July 25, 2015, I was asked to write something for a devotional book for Hixson 

Presbyterian Church. This was the anniversary date of my wife, whom God had given me for 

58 years, going home to live with our best friend, Jesus. 

 

Back then, on a trip to see my son on the west coast, I was talking to a lady sitting next to me 

on the plane.  She asked me where my wife was. I told her that she had gone off to live with 

my best friend. Her reply was “O MY GOD!” loud enough for people to turn around and look at 

us. My reply was, “You are correct, Jesus Christ is our best friend and is the same yesterday, 

today and forever.”  Shortly after that I was reading in II Corinthians 4 and verse 16 jumped 

off the page at me. I said “that’s me” and for the last 10 years when people ask me “How are 

you?” my reply is “II Cor. 4:16. Do you know what that says?”  If the answer is, “no,” I ask if 

they would like for me to tell them. If that answer is “yes,” then I have the great joy of sharing 

my amplified version with them. If they are interested, I also share verses 17, 18 & 5:1. 

 

I regret the years when people asked me how I was and I lied and answered ‘fine’ and kept 

on going. Charlotte, my wife, was always after me to slow down and smell the daisies.                                                                                                               

 

How is your inner self today? Jesus can renew it. 

 
—Ed Averett 
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September 1, 2015 
 
 
 

Increased Blessing 
 
Philippians 4:17: Not that I seek the gift but I seek the fruit that it increases to your credit. 

 

Sometimes we approach giving of our money as a duty, but this verse teaches us that giving 

is a blessing God provides to us. 

 

When I was a senior in Bible college a friend of my mother's gave me a monetary gift as a 

graduation present. In my thank you note back to her, I quoted this verse. When she read my 

note, she called my mom to tell her how much this verse had meant to her. She had never 

thought of giving in this way. Then she asked if I needed any help paying my student loan off. 

In turn she wrote a check for the full amount I owed. Needless to say I was humbled by God's 

provision, but she counted it as blessing. 

 

Our loving Father wants to bless us. Giving generously is a way God uses to provide this 

blessing. 

Prayer: Father help me to give, not out of duty, but generously to further Your Kingdom. 

                                                                                                                     —Doug Jones 
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September 2, 2015 
 
 
 

An Unexpected Gift  
 

Ephesians 3:20-21:  Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or 

think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus throughout all generations, forever, and ever. Amen. 

 

One summer I was teaching summer school at Orchard Knob Elementary trying to earn some 

“extra” money.  One day after class my cell phone rang.  Although I cannot remember the 

exact words, my good friend Julie blessed me with the surprising news that she would like to 

give my twins, Mary and Charles, five thousand dollars for their upcoming college education.  

I was blown away.  Furthermore she offered to match any money they earned that next 

school year.  God provided Mary with a job at Ace, which earned her an additional three 

thousand dollars.  Charles earned some scholarships.  

 

What a mighty God we serve! 

 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father.  We love you.  We thank you that you are a faithful God who 

is able to do far more than we ask or think.  Please continue to work in the life of our church 

and its members.  Guide us in this move process as we seek Your will.  In His name, Amen. 

 

                                                                                                               —Marie McCall 
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September 3, 2015 

 
 
 

Always Faithful 
 

Psalm 121:1-2: I lift up my eyes to the hills, from whence does my help come from? My help 

comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth. 

 

To quote from the title of Ruth Graham’s book, Fear Not Tomorrow, God is Already There: 

This title reminds me of one way, years ago, God had been working behind the scene. I was 

determined that a job I had interviewed for was going to work out.  After a couple of weeks of 

waiting and at the prompting of my husband, I began faxing resumes.  That same day I 

received a call from the employer for the job God had planned for me.  It was better than I 

could have ever imagined. I am thankful God is patient and faithful to those who trust Him, 

even though we may be trying to control the situation. 

 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, with the beautiful mountains surrounding me, I am reminded 

that my help comes from You. I am thankful that You are always working behind the scene. I 

pray for Your guidance and provision as we, Your church, enter this new season. In Jesus 

name I pray, Amen.                                  

 

—Daphne Cooper Todd 
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September 4, 2015 
 
 
 

Prayer Walking 101 
 

Ephesians 5:8-10: for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk 

as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true.) And try to 

discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 

 

The pink radiance of a new sun burns away morning mist. Jeweled webs decorate dewy 

grass. Aromatic freshness infuses everything and bird notes punctuate the dawn. How can we 

help but praise our Creator! It is good to be alive. 

 

God’s purposes for this day wait to be written, as early risers collect yesterday’s news lying 

damp in driveways. They wave as we walk by—those prayer ladies from the new church—yet 

to be built. Often they greet us and ask, “When will construction start?” We happily respond 

“soon.” And we ask if we can pray for them.  

 

“The world could use more of that,” says a retired vet in a lawn chair watching bricks mortared 

across the street. Around the corner we meet Elaine grooming pink and purple petunias. The 

garage door opens and she introduces her husband Carey on his way to physical therapy. 

We promise to pray for his knee. They’re new to Stonewall Farms. They left South Carolina to 

be near the grandkids. 

 

At the end of the street, a young mom plays with her pre-schoolers in the driveway. “We have 

enough houses,” she says. “I’m glad they’re building a church. Will there be a playground? 

Will the church be pretty?”  

 

None of our neighbors have been negative. We walk the sidewalks because the grass is wet, 

seeding whispered prayers for those who may have heavy hearts and little hope. Just like the 

new day, we are pregnant with hope because there is an answer. It’s on the way. Yes, we’d 

love to pray—“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done.”  

 

Feel free to join the joy and get to know our neighbors, Tuesday mornings, 8-9 a.m. Bring 

your favorite verses and a lawn chair—we pray at the pavilion in case of rain.  

 

Prayer: Lord, You sent Your disciples out two by two, not in their own strength but with Yours. 

May we, like them, be amazed as we deliver the Good News that never gets old. 

In Jesus. Amen.                                                                              

 

 —Marcia Swearingen 
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September 5, 2015 
 
 
 

God’s Love 
 

John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son so that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
This is a promise that God loves us so much that he sent his only son so that he could die for 
us and to have eternal life with Him. 
 
Prayer: Lord it is amazing the amount of love that you have for us that you would send your 
son to bear our sins on the cross and die for us. Amen. 
 

—Faith Isbell 
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September 6, 2015 

 
 

Good and Faithful Servant 
 
Matthew 25:14-30:For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted 
to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to 
his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with 
them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. But 
he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money.  Now 
after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more….His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 
into the joy of your master. And he also who had the two talents came forward saying…”here I have 
made two talents more.” His master said to him, “Well done good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” He also who had 
received the one talent came forward saying, “Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where 
you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master answered him, “You wicked and 
slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 
Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and24 at my coming I should have 
received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the 
ten talents. For to everyone who has will more be given and he will have an abundance. But from the 
one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 
In the familiar parable of the talents, the Scripture describes three servants who are given 

talents by their master.  The master entrusted to them his property.  A talent was a monetary 

unit worth about 20 years’ wages for a laborer.  The first and second servants doubled their 

talents for their master.  The third is afraid of the master, so he digs in the earth and buries his 

talent.  When the master returns to settle his accounts with them, the servants who doubled 

their talents were found faithful and received praise from the master.  When we use our 

talents faithfully, we get to share in our Master’s joy.  The servant who buries his talent is 

called wicked, slothful and worthless for not doing anything with the master’s talent.  The 

warning is sobering; so what can we learn?  First, we have a gracious and loving Master.  We 

do not need to be afraid.  He is a merciful and generous King.  Second, pray and ask God to 

help us to be faithful with all that He has entrusted to us.  Are we burying our talents by 

investing them in the wrong things?  What would it take to release those talents to be used by 

God? 

  

Prayer: Father, we long to hear you say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.  You have 

been faithful over a little.  I will set you over much.  Enter into the joy of your Master.”  Help us 

to be wise and faithful as we seek to know how you want us to use all that you give us?  Lord, 

help me to release my talents and not bury them. 

 

                                                                                                             —Lynne Johnson 
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September 7, 2015 
 
 
 

Moving Time 
 

 

Exodus 35:29—All the men and women, the people of Israel, whose heart moved them to 

bring anything for the work that the Lord had commanded by Moses to be done brought it as 

a freewill offering to the Lord. 

 

Can there really be anyone who actually enjoys moving? When I was in the military, I moved 

frequently and I must confess that I never enjoyed the actual moving experience. It's stressful, 

it's tiring, and it's leaving something known for something unknown. But...sometimes it's 

necessary; and sometimes it's even commanded.  

 

In the scripture verse above, Israel is moving into an entirely new situation. God had 

commanded Moses to create a tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, that was to be the center of 

Israel's worship of Yahweh. In fact, God's very presence would be in the tabernacle. It was 

the place where God was present. And, it traveled with the Israelites wherever they went. 

Moses invited the people to participate in providing for the building of the tabernacle, and the 

verse above records the result. As you can see, there was another "moving" involved: the 

people of Israel, whose heart MOVED them...." So, God moved the hearts of the Israelites 

and their hearts moved them to give. 

 

Our church is committed to moving. We believe God has commanded that move, and He has 

given us, like He gave the Israelites, the privilege of giving to this sacred purpose. When God 

is ready to move, one of the first things He does is move the hearts of His people. So, as we 

all prayerfully consider our contribution, let us not forget to first thank Him for the privilege of 

giving to accomplish His mission for our church. 

 

Prayer: Father, we love because You first loved us. We give because You first gave to us. As 

you move in our midsts to accomplish Your purpose, strengthen our hearts and enable us to 

freely share in what You're doing. In the name of Your Son, Jesus, the gift of Life itself. Amen. 

 

                                                                                  —Steve Kesler 
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September 8, 2015 

The Habit of Cheerful Giving 
 
1 Corinthians 16:2: On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and 
store it up, as he may prosper. 
 
2 Corinthians 9:7: Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
28 
Malachi 3:8-10: Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, 'How have we 
robbed you?' In your tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are 
robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the full tithe into the storehouse. 
 
In First Corinthians, Paul says to lay aside money on the first day of every week in order to 
give regularly to the needs within the church.  This should be done he says, "as he may 
prosper."  In other words, we should give regularly an amount that is appropriate to  
the way God has provided for and blessed us.  Sounds an awful lot like tithing. 
 
In Second Corinthians, Paul says that each of us should give what "he has decided in his 
heart."  This means our giving should be a calculated and deliberate action that we do out of 
love and gratitude to a generous and gracious God.  Generosity and giving are habits of the 
heart and life that take time, conviction, and consistency to develop.  Unclenching our fists 
and learning to give is a deep part of our sanctification because we cannot serve both God 
and money.   
 
And God says clearly in Malachi chapter three that when we do not develop this gracious 
habit, we are robbing Him, stealing His rightful due.  Lynne and I are grateful for challenging 
teaching early in our Christian lives that convicted us to write our tithe check before we pay 
any other bills.  It is literally our first fruits, and it reminds us that we want to seek first God's 
Kingdom and righteousness. 
 
It has been a blessing to us to have a consistent habit of giving to God out of the abundance 
of his grace to us.  It’s a no-brainer, we don't even have to think about it.  We have calculated 
our tithe and offering amounts and give it off the top of what God provides.  God has always 
taken care of us and provided all that we need and more.  Sometimes we are tempted and 
find ourselves dreaming about what we could buy if we skipped a month, or a few months, but 
God's questioning of Israel reminds us that the habit of giving is not meant to be optional, but 
an essential habit of Christian life and character: "Will a man rob God?” 
 
Prayer: God, please help me to have a heart for your kingdom that is so full of your love and 
grace that I may become a genuinely cheerful giver, just like you.  Help me to develop this 
habit of gracious generosity so that I may faithfully and regularly give back to you the first 
fruits of all you have given to me.  I have a hard time letting go, so please, set me free to be 
generous.                                               
 

—Rev. Robert Johnson  
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September 9, 2015 

 
 
 

Where Do We Go Lord, Where Do We Go? 
 

Matthew 11:28-30: Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

 

For me, this is exactly right. God is where to go when our minds and souls are consumed with 

burdens and our hearts are heavy laden with the darkness and evil that have stricken this 

fallen world. It is interesting to see that through the years, as the trials and tribulations 

increase and unbelievers of this world descend into greater sin and death, the gathering of 

believers in Christ grows, and the love of Christ resonates into Glory to the Father in worship, 

songs, and praise. How wonderful it is to see a worship service explode in deep love for 

Jesus! God created the church to be a place of worship and a place where the followers could 

learn the gospel, and become farmers of souls (disciples), spreading and sewing the seeds of 

truth in the Gospel to all men.  

We have faith and love in Jesus Christ, that He will answer all our prayers. When we 

surrender our burdens and hardships to Him, He takes all that is negative, evil, and contrary 

in this world, and transforms it into the good. Good for the Glory of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  

Prayer: I pray that we, as followers of Christ, will be able to humbly sew the seeds of truth in 

the Gospel to all the peoples of this world. I pray that Your church would fill up and overflow 

with believers in Christ, worshipping, singing, and proclaiming Your name to the world for all 

to hear. It is through Your love and grace that we are able to proclaim Your name. Blessed be 

Your glorious name! Amen. 

 

                               —Richard Isbell 
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Band-aids and Cough Drops  

 

Mark 2:16-17: When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that He was eating with the sinners 

and tax collectors, they said to His disciples, "Why is He eating and drinking with tax 

collectors and sinners?” And hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not those who are healthy 

who need a physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners.” 

  

At bedtime, we read the Jesus Storybook Bible to our 3 year old son, James. Last week, we 

were reading about God's "letter to Isaiah." It talked about how we needed healing. I asked, 

"James, are you sick?" He said, "No! I'm all better, my boo-boos don't need band-aids and my 

throat doesn't need cough drops." At that point, I explained to him that my heart, Daddy's 

heart, everyone's heart...even James' heart is sick. It is sick from sin...when we make God 

sad. I said, "God can heal your heart. He just wants you to love Him and ask for forgiveness." 

He sat there for a few seconds in silence (which is rare). Then he said, "I want my heart to be 

all better."  

 

As we start to build our new church, we will be entering into a new community that is full of 

people with "sick hearts." As the body of Christ, we can share God's love with them and show 

them how our sick hearts were healed by Him. God can use us to spread His hope, His 

peace, and His abounding love. Ask God to help you keep your eyes open for opportunities to 

share with others what God has done in your life. This can be hard, but Jesus actively sought 

after those who were spiritually sick...so isn't that what we should also be doing? God will give 

us the words to say, we just have to step out in faith and share! 

 

Prayer: Dear Father, thank you for sending your Son for the sick and helpless, like me. I 

know that I don't have it all together, and I mess up daily. But Father, please use me for Your 

perfect will. Thank You for healing my heart and calling me Yours. Use me to share Your love 

with others so that they too can be forgiven by You. Give me courage to reach out to others, 

especially in our new church home. You are amazing and I love You. In Jesus' Name, Amen.                                                                            

 

—Leigh Anne Grant 
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A Faithful Servant 
 

1Peter 4:10 (NIV)-Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 

faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.  

 

As Christians, we are all given gifts from the Holy Spirit. In our daily lives opportunities 

present themselves to use these gifts. Often it is very easy to plug into a need or request, 

especially if we are approached when it is convenient to "answer the call.” The call may be 

presented in many forms...our time, our money, our commitment to a long term situation, etc. 

 

As we pray about whether or not to proceed, let's ask ourselves if we are serving out of 

convenience or if we are serving out of sacrifice. Perhaps our hearts can more often begin to 

serve out of sacrifice, or denying ourselves, as our Savior served us out of sacrifice. To do 

this, God's grace will be abundant. 

 

Prayer: Father, as You have gifted us in various ways, may we learn to use them through 

sacrificial giving, not when it is just convenient or when we have surplus, be it time or money, 

but when the need is presented and Your leading is strong. Thank you, Lord, that You will 

provide the means by which to accomplish Your purposes. Amen 

 

                                                                                                              —Nancy Monroe 
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A Missional Community 
 

 

2 Corinthians 5:20a: Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal 

through us. 

 

We typically think of missionaries as those whom God specifically calls to spread the 

Gospel in foreign lands. Yet, as Christians, we're all called to be missionaries: 

ambassadors representing our King Jesus where we live and within our everyday 

relationships. All Christians are called by Jesus to share our faith to a broken world: 

people in need of change helping people in need of change. 

 

Changes starts with our own hearts. Our hearts are idol factories; we constantly battle our 

natural bent to worship anything but Christ. We know we need to change, so our natural 

inclination is to try to bring about this change in our own strength (i.e., trying harder). 

Eventually we realize that the same faith and repentance that brought us to salvation in Christ 

is the same faith and repentance that sees us through our daily growth through sanctification. 

 

It’s that genuine faith and repentance that moves us away from ourselves and into the lives of 

others. We begin to put the needs of our family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, and even 

strangers that God puts in our lives, ahead of our own desires as He changes our hearts to 

conform to His image. The Lord uses us as His instruments to accomplish His redemptive 

work when we exemplify love and speak truth into the relationships in which God places 

us…right where we are. 

 

Prayer: Lord, make us ambassadors of Your grace here in the Hixson community. Help us to 

see every relationship You give us as both an opportunity for personal spiritual growth and a 

mission field for helping others experience Your love through us. 

 

                                                                                         —Dan & Denise Jennings 
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The Next 50 
 
 

Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own 

understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. 

 

What will our church and our families put our trust in for the next 50 years? The heart of our 

church body must not forget our first love. Our heart needs to drive us to an 

acknowledgement of our need for God’s leadership.  If we trust in God, we will have eternal 

significance, but if we trust in what is temporal we will not be a light to those without Christ. 

 

Prayer: Lord God, help us to not lean on our own understanding, but to trust in You and You 

alone. Guide us as we seek Your direction for our next 50 years as a church family.  May our 

hearts return to our first love and may we always find our significance in You and in nothing of 

this world.  

 

                                                             —Andrea Whitaker 
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Revealing the Heart - Part 1 
  

Matthew 15:19: For out of the heart, proceeding from the heart come evil thoughts, murders, 

adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. 

 

Once, early in my days as a Pastor, I heard a respected speaker say these words: 

“circumstances and people reveal our spirits, they do not cause them.” He went on to talk 

about Galatians 5 and the fruit of the Holy Spirit in a believer's life. He asked, "would you 

rather be a person walking in the way of the Holy Spirit with the fruit of your life revealing the 

attributes of God, namely, love, joy, peace, faithfulness, self-control, etc., or not?" He then 

discussed the choice we often make in lives to allow anger, jealousy, envy, and arrogance to 

build up in our hearts. 

 

Often when we "blow up" at someone or respond in an envious or jealous way to a situation 

or person it is because that response is issuing from a heart that is clouded by emotions we 

choose to suppress. The Christian Life is, by many, played out so that it is designed to 

impress others with spirituality rather than to walk with integrity of heart before God. I am 

convinced that the heart is one of the most important themes in the Bible. 

 

Prayer: May we who are "imitators of God as beloved children" be kind to one another, 

tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven us. (Ephesians 

4:32)                      

 

                                                     —Herbert Broadwater 
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Revealing the Heart-Part 2 
 

Ephesians 4:32:You must practice being kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 

another, just as God through Christ has graciously forgiven you."  

 

I remember some years ago being absolutely angry at a person in the community. I was on a 

committee with him and I was as silent as I could be when at the meetings. I smiled and 

played as if I was just fine. After hearing this great message, as I was sitting in a crowd of 

pastors in Atlanta, tears began streaming down my face and I realized that my heart problem 

was sin (anger and bitterness) and that the solution was to confess it to God based on I John 

1:9* and to seek His forgiveness. Very few knew of the radical transformation that took place 

inside me that day, but I have never forgotten that the other person didn't cause my sin, I did. 

 

I have found over the years this lesson to be true: circumstances and people reveal, not 

cause, your spirit. A healthy time of reflection will bring to the surface any harbored issues; 

then you can deal with them through prayer and confession and move ahead with God and 

others. 

 

*If we confess our sins, He is just and may be trusted to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from every kind of wrong.—I John 1:9 

 

Prayer: Thank You, God for Your example as our Father of living in love. Thank You, Christ 

for loving me too and giving Yourself as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 

5:1)                                                                         

 

       — Herbert Broadwater 
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“Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
 

 

Ephesians 3:20- Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 

think, according to the power at work within us. 

 

Early on July 24, a group of moms arrived at a church where we have prayed together for 

many years. This day the parking lot was cordoned off with ropes. Police cars flashed blue 

beside a media truck. The church administrator, a friend, hurried out to explain that the area 

had been secured for the funeral of one of the marines killed recently.  

 

“Can we pray for you?” we asked. “Yes,” he said, but a call from the Governor’s office chimed 

on his phone. We quickly excused ourselves and caravanned to a member’s home to pray.  

 

At the house, I reached for my Bible on the front seat, but it was gone. One of the gals said 

she’d seen something on the side of the road that could have been a Bible. I jumped in the 

car. Ten minutes later, I saw the familiar green cover opened, face down, on the side of the 

road—relatively intact. My papers were strewn in a grassy ditch. 

 

Rejoining the group, I realized I’d put the Bible and my purse on the trunk of my car when we 

got out to pray. Panic threatened but I pressed into faith. My pocket vibrated. Thank you God 

that my phone’s in my pocket! Thank you it’s Jim! 

 

“The water company called and they’ve got your purse. What has happened? A meter reader 

found it on Gadd Road!”  

 

I left the gals rejoicing and jumped in the car, explaining as I drove and giving thanks for yet 

another notation destined for the margins of my battered Bible. 

 

Prayer: Lord, Your sovereignty in all things remains a mystery. Yet, even as we grieve the big 

things and sweat the small stuff, the promise of Your unfailing Presence is for today and all 

our uncertain tomorrows. Kindle our hearts to reflect Your generosity of Spirit at every 

opportunity that others might know You and have hope.                                  

 

            —Marcia Swearingen 
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Faith Giving 
 

Hebrews 11:4: By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was 

commended as righteous, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still 

speaks, even though he is dead. 

 

Mark 9:24: believe Lord, help my unbelief!  

 

Our faith is such a priceless gift from God, yet it alone, is really all we have to offer back to 

God, the owner of ALL things! Our faith, however, given and established by Him, is lived out 

and evidenced in our gifts back to the great Giver! It is also the legacy that we leave, as Abel 

did. How much we give of our time and treasures, is a measure of our faith! What a convicting 

thought! How does that match up with my life? Would a stranger, and those who come after 

I’m gone, know my level of faith by how much time, talent and treasure I am offering back to 

the great Giver? I believe Lord, help my unbelief! 

 

When we look into His loving face, and see Him, not just for all that He has given, but WHO 

He is, His presence filling us up, and realize in return THAT is all He wants from us… our 

presence, our whole being basking in His… isn’t this what He died to restore? Our garden-

walking and talking relationship with him! So, when he asks for what’s in our wallets, it is 

because He knows that it’s these things that keep us from that intimate relationship with Him. 

What a Love! What a cost! What a Giver! Christian faith-giving is the ultimate oxymoron; the 

more we empty ourselves, the fuller and richer we become. This is His heart for us.  

 

I believe Lord, help my unbelief! 

 

Prayer: O generous and merciful Father, help me, help all of us to stop believing the devil’s 

lies that are attached to what’s in our wallet, and see Your loving, merciful, restoring face as 

You call to us to give. I believe Lord, help my unbelief!                                                

                                                                                                       

        —Becca Johnson  
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Thanksgiving 

 

Philippians 4:6-7: Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

  

"Remember to thank Him as much as you ask Him." That quote was from Elise Payne, a dear 

friend to many of us and a long time member of Hixson Presbyterian. It's true, you know. I so 

often come to God with my prayers and petitions, but forget to come to Him with my 

thanksgiving. 

 

When I thank God, I am acknowledging His sovereignty in my life. He is the creator of 

everything. All that I have is from Him. Thanksgiving to God changes my perspective, reminds 

me of His goodness and mercy in my life, and gives me His peace. 

 

As we enter this building program in our church, I hope we remember to thank Him. Thank 

Him as much as we ask Him. Thank Him for redeeming us, for being faithful to us, for loving 

us and for blessing us abundantly in our personal lives and in the life our church.  

 

Prayer:Thank You God for saving me. Thank You for every good and perfect gift that is from 

Your hand. Thank You for our church and the community that You have blessed us with. May 

we always remember Your faithfulness in our lives and in the life of our  church.         

 

                                                                                                 —Paula Card 
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Following God with My Whole Heart 

  

Numbers 14:24: But My servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has 

followed Me fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, and his descendants shall take 

possession of it. 

 

Crying. Why? Good, but. Fear. Unbelief. Not listening. Complaining. Not able. They are 

stronger. Evil report. We are grasshoppers. 

 

Go up. Possess. We are able. Conquer. Good land. The LORD is with us. The LORD is 

abundant in lovingkindness. Forgives. Pardons. He will. 

 

Choices of the paths of our hearts..believing Your presence and power in spite of what I see. 

Needing the cross often for guilt, pride, fear. Living by promise. Walking by faith with You and 

Your wild heart. Living by grace. I know You and trust You are able. Living by faith. Your 

loving heart delights to do me good. Living by the wells of salvation.  

 

O Holy Spirit, 

As the sun is full of light, 

the ocean full of water, 

Heaven full of glory, so may my heart be full of thee. 

Vain are all divine purposes of love 

and the redemption wrought by Jesus 

except thou work within, 

regenerating by thy power, 

giving me eyes to see Jesus,  

showing me the realities of the unseen world. 

Give me thyself without measure, 

as an unimpaired fountain, 

as inexhaustible riches.—Valley of Vision, page 50. 

 

Prayer: We want You to give and keep for us a heart like Your servant Caleb.  

We want You to give and keep for us a heart like Your Servant and Son, Jesus. 

                            

                                                                        — Carolyn Hays  
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He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he 

commanded to our fathers to teach to their children, 

that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, 

and arise and tell them to their children, 

so that they should set their hope in God 

and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments. 

 

 

-Psalm 78:5-7 

 


