
Children’s Worship Curriculum from

THIS MONTH 
         We Will...

PRAYER

   WEEK FOUR LESSON
Sing
• What a Friend We 

Have in Jesus 
• Approach My Soul 

the Mercy Seat
• The Lord’s Prayer

Read
• Luke 11:1–13
• 1 Samuel 1
• Daniel 6
• Luke 18:9–14

Memorize
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  and 
the glory, forever. Amen.           

— The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9b–13 NKJV)

Learn
Week One—Jesus Teaches Us to Pray
Week Two—Hannah Prays
Week Three—Daniel Prays
Week Four—Jesus Tells About Two Men Who 
Pray
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WEEK FOUR: Prayer

Jesus Tells About Two 
Men Who Pray

This week, Jesus shows us that the “right” things 
aren’t all he wants of us.  He doesn’t want us to be 
concerned with how our prayers sound. Instead, he 
calls us to be humble, humble to the point of just 
asking God to have mercy.  That’s where he wants 
us—ready to lay it all out.

Prayer as part of worship, especially during corporate 
worship, gets lost in the midst of everything else.  
It seems like a “required” activity rather than a 
participatory one.  But, even when someone else is 
saying the prayer, we still need to have our own hearts 
engaged in prayer.

There is so much on prayer in Scripture it can be hard 
to decipher which to study.  This curriculum was 
developed to remind kids not just to pray, but to pray 
so they can find a real connection with God.  May their 
prayer life be one of consistency, faith, confidence, 
and a complete dependency upon the God who loves 
them more than we could ever dream. 

“Prayer opens the heart to God, and it is the means by 
which the soul, though empty, is filled by God.” 

     —John Bunyan
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TO PRINT:
• Large Memory Verse to hold up 

(1 copy)*
• Kid’s Prayer Journal Sheet (1 

copy/child)

TO GATHER:
• Hymnal/lyrics for songs* 

(Optional: guitar or music to sing 
along with)

• Basket for off ering*
• Class prayer journal from Week 2
• Props for Pharisee and Tax 

Collector skit: bright coat and 
hat and dark covering/coat

• Props or Images for the Lord’s 
Prayer Activity*

OPTIONAL:
• Kid’s Activity Sheet (1 copy/

child)
• Elements of Worship Icons* 

(Found in the introduction 
section.)

*These items will be needed every week.

LEADER’S  ReviewSUPPLIES    
    Needed
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THE Lesson
Call to Worship – Psalm 95:6-7
Sing together the first verse of O Worship the King. (1 minute)

O Worship the King all glorious above, O gratefully sing his pow’r and his love; our shield 
and Defender, the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

Praise
Sing worship songs with the children. (10 minutes)

• What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
• Approach My Soul the Mercy Seat
• The Lord’s Prayer

Tithes and O� erings
Recite the following verse before passing around the o� ering basket. (2 minutes)

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.

(vs. 1 of “Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart”)

Confession of Faith
Lead the children in confessing their faith by teaching the following catechism questions.  
(5 minutes)

First Catechism—Questions 109-111

109. Q. What is prayer?
 A. Prayer is praising God, giving thanks for all his blessings, and asking him for the  
      things he has promised in the Bible.
110. Q. In whose name should we pray?
 A. Only in the name of Christ.
111. Q. What did Christ give us to teach us about prayer?
 A. The Lord’s Prayer.
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Reading of the Word
Read Scripture. (1-2 minutes)

Luke 18:9–14
9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, 
standing far off , would not even lift  up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather 
than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” (ESV)

Prayer
Thank the Lord for teaching us how to pray. (1-2 minutes)

Hearing the Word
Teach the lesson to the children using the text below as a guide.  (5-7 minutes for lesson; 
5-10 minutes for activity)

This is a story that Jesus told about two men who came into the temple to pray.  The first 
was really handsome.  He had all the right clothes.  If you saw him you would recognize him 
to be very smart, rather rich, and without any worries. He knew how to get things done and 
how to make things happen.  He was “with it.”  No one would question his dedication to 
the church of his day.  He worked for the church and he made sure that things were running 
smoothly. When he came into the temple to pray he stood up straight, seemed to have 
great honor and took a lot of care in presenting his prayer to God.  What do you think his 
prayer sounded like?

There was another man who came into the temple to pray.  He wasn’t dressed all that 
well.  He was not someone you would want to hang out with.  He cheated people, he lied 
to people, and he was not someone whose job you wanted to have. He was a tax collector.  
They were not nice to other people.  When telling you how much to pay, he would double 
the amount just to keep some of the money himself!  He didn’t care that you didn’t have 
the money; that was what the government told him to “collect!” When he came into the 
temple he couldn’t get far away from the door in case he needed to run out and hide. He 
couldn’t stand up straight and he beat his chest in frustration.  What do you think his prayer 
sounded like?
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The first man’s prayer sounded like this: “God, I thank you that I am not like other men 
—robbers, evildoers—or even like this tax collector.”  Do you notice what he says about 
himself?  He tells God he is very good and should be seen as righteous because he isn’t like 
the other man. “I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.”  We all know that we are 
supposed to follow God’s laws.  But, does God love us or listen to us more because of the 
things we do?  Or does he listen to us because he is our God and we are his people? This 
man was very proud of his accomplishments and all that he had done.  But, God doesn’t 
look at that stuff .  What does he look at? That’s right, the heart.  Our hearts need to be 
aware of what God has done for us.  He has loved us more than we could possibly dream.  
That’s why we pray.

Let’s see if the second man’s prayer is more along the lines of how we should pray.  His 
prayer went like this: “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”  His prayer is quite simple isn’t it?  
He doesn’t proclaim all that he has done to get God to listen to him.  He doesn’t broadcast 
things about himself.  Instead, he asks for help from the one who can give help and he 
pleads to be shown mercy. Do you know what mercy means?  It means that the one in 
charge should give a punishment, but instead they decide to let it go and not punish the 
one who has done wrong.

The tax collector was well aware of his own sin.  We must remember that no one is good; 
we all need God to show us mercy.  We are all sinners, but we have a beautiful, loving God 
who loved us enough to send us his very own Son!  Jesus took the punishment that we 
deserved for our sin.  God has given us mercy. Jesus explained this story to those in the 
crowd one day.  He said that the tax collector was justified—made right that day in the eyes 
of God—but not the first man.  Even the little child who knows that he has done wrong and 
needs mercy is welcomed by God.  

Throughout this month, we have seen that God wants to hear from his people.  His people 
talk to God through prayer.  He is ready to listen to us if we will acknowledge that only he 
makes it possible for us to know him.  There isn’t anything we can do that will make God 
love us, because he already does!

In our Scripture memory, the Lord’s Prayer, we learn all we need to say to God. With 
Hannah, we saw that we need to pray with great faith that God will hear us and answer 
what is best for us. When we studied Daniel, we found that having confidence in God’s 
ability to save is very important.  He has the power and strength to rescue us from any 
situation.  We pray because we believe his promise.  And with the story of the two praying 
men, Jesus shows us that it doesn’t matter what we do, but what God has done for us 
through Jesus Christ that makes a diff erence.  We need his mercy every day.

How are you praying?  Is your heart aware of what your mouth is speaking?  Are you more 
concerned with what you are doing on the outside than what is on the inside? As we 
worship God, we need to remember that our prayer is very important for God to hear us 
and listen to us.  He will listen and he will continue to keep his many promises to us: “I will 
be your God and you will be my people.”

(Hearing the Word Continued)
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ACTIVITY: Act out this story of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector several times, giving 
each child the opportunity to be the proud man or the humble man.  Props Needed: a nice, 
bright coat and hat for the proud man and a dark covering for the tax collector.  

Line for thePharisee:  “God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, 
evildoers— or even like this tax collector.” 

Line for the Tax Collector:  “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”    

Lead each child in praying, “Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.”  Remind them each by name 
that they have mercy through Christ Jesus.

Give each child a prayer journal page. Help them write their words on the page or they can 
draw their requests and thanksgivings on them. You may want to use this page throughout 
the year to update your prayer journal.

Continue to review and pray through your class prayer journal—requests and 
thanksgivings. 

Benediction
Recite the following verse. (1 minute)

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before 
the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. 
Amen.   (Jude 1:24–25)

(Hearing the Word Continued)
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