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PATHWAYS
All you need to know about this month at HCA!

Principal’s Book of
Excellence
Recipients:
Scarlet - for initiating a “thank
you” on the white board for Mr.
Chips after he brought us
some chips
Elena - for initiating a card
from the 4th grade to a
younger student for their
birthday
The 4th Grade Class - for
cleaning up the 4th grade
garden and making it look
gorgeous
The 3rd Grade Class - for a
positive outlook and fl exibility
with all the COVID related
changes we are experiencing
Tayo - for responsibility: being
the fi rst in a group to act on an
undesirable request

GOOD NEW$!
A big “thank y0u” to the Kurt
family! They helped HCA make
a personal connection with the
grant program at the Walmart in
Northboro, MA, and we are the
recipients of a $1,500.00
grant! Thank you, Walmart &
thank you Kurt family for
connecting our school with this
grant money!
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
We have officially carried out our first culminating event (aka ‘Big Day’)
Covid-style! On the surface, last Friday’s Greek Olympics may have
looked like just another fun day at HCA. And it was definitely a fun day
- as school should be! However, the day was really an expression of the
learning that has taken place throughout Term 1. The re-enactment was a
vehicle to give students a context to use what they have been studying.
Research has shown that the most effective way to learn is through
immersion - the opportunity to ‘be there.’ Since we cannot be in Ancient
Greece and absorb all of the sights and sounds personally, the next best
way to solidify the information is to re-enact the experience.

1

HCA Newsletter

November 13, 2020

Last Friday, HCA students
•

organically used the vocabulary they have learned

•

created and wore the clothing that was authentic to
the place and time period

UPCOMING
CALENDAR OF
EVENTS:

•

tried some of the foods common to Ancient Greece

•

entered into a valued experience of the Ancient
Greek culture - the Olympic Games!

As with so many learning opportunities, the benefits of the

Nov. 16 - Operation Christmas
Child boxes due

day went far beyond performing running events and field

Nov. 18 - Parent Teacher
Conferences (PK-8th) via Zoom

learning was brought to life in a very purposeful way,

Nov. 20 - Archaeology Dig
Nov. 25-27 - No School
(Thanksgiving Break)

events in the sunshine (although that was super fun!). The
giving meaning to what may otherwise just be words in a
book.
When learning is actively experienced and associated with

Dec. 17 - Evening Christmas
Program (details forthcoming)

fun, the chances it will be remembered increase

Dec. 23-Jan. 1 - No School
(Christmas Break)

when our alumni come to visit, they will usually ask

January 15 - No School
(Term 3 Development Day)

Health & Safety
Reminders:
*Please remember to DRIVE
SLOWLY through all our parking
lots!
*Did you know we go outside in
all kinds of weather? Please
make sure you watch the forecast
and your student comes
prepared to be outside when the
ground is wet, snowy, and
everything in between!
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exponentially. Culminating events are so memorable, that
“which big days we are doing this year?”. The
conversation will then explore all of the big days they
experienced at HCA, which ones were their favorites, what
they wore, created, and did on that day.
Have you seen your students re-enact their learning at
home through play? Purposeful play is the most natural
way for students to solidify their learning, so why not do it
at school? Let the games begin!
~Mrs. Cleveland, Interim Principal
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From Mrs. M’s Art Cart:
ART SUPPLIES NEEDED: Our incomparable Art teacher, Mrs. M, is looking for clean, foam
egg cartons to use as paint trays. Donations may be left in the kitchen, or given to her
during Art class!
CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS: Square 1 Art makes a great Christmas gift for family, and orders
benefit our amazing school. Each student at HCA created their own original artwork,
which will be available on mugs, potholders, bookmarks, and other personalized
merchandise. A % of all sales goes right back to HCA. We expect all the student
envelopes to arrive next week, so please watch your child’s backpack for ordering
information soon!

Keeping Up with Mr. Huffman:
Do you miss Mr. Huffman or want to hear
what is happening in the life of
Coastlands Consultants? Mr. Huffman
has a newsletter to let you know more
about about his ministry to students all
over the Northeast. If you are interested
in staying up-to-date with what
Coastlands is doing, or learning how you
can support his work, please click HERE!

Socially Distant SEW with Mr. Huffman

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD boxes are due
Monday! Please fill your box, include a $9 check
to Samaritan’s Purse (or pay online!), and bring
your shoebox to chapel on Monday!
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Susan’s Musings
Notes from our Founding Principal

Dear Friends,
Welcome to our bumpy, beautiful, and Biblically-concentrated Term 2! Of all the terms in our four-year-cycle,
this one is my personal favorite! Why? Christmas falls in Term 2 and this term’s history focus is Rome, when
Jesus was born and grew up to usher in God's Kingdom. Helping children picture a specific time, a real place,
and some of the flesh and blood people who lived there (and acted very much like we do), makes their
learning meaningful and memorable. This is the year the familiar Christmas story comes to life in profound
new ways for all of us. The Bible says that when the time was right, Jesus came into the world (Galatians
4:4).
All during Term 2, we will consider what was “right” about that time and place from the perspectives of those
who lived through it. After Christmas, we will look at the expansion of God's Kingdom with a close-up study of
Paul’s Journeys all over the Mediterranean world, each of which took place in the context of the Roman
Empire! What was “right” about it? How did Rome (albeit inadvertently) enable and facilitate the spreading of
the Gospel?
So that is why Term 2 is beautifully and Biblically-concentrated… but what is so bumpy about it? In pre-Covid
years, our holiday seasons were full of parties, programs, concerts, trips and huge family gatherings. This
year of course, our challenge is how to do our favorite holidays safely and with great meaning without that! It
will feel very different in smaller groups with less travel. We will miss those we cannot visit. This may well
produce a different sort of stress for many of us. But as we have learned during the pandemic so far,
sometimes pulling back and doing things more simply and quietly can be a blessing in disguise! Could it be
that like first century Palestine "the time is right "for us to enter more fully into the Kingdom of God? Just
today, a third grader told me that she is thankful for COVID because she is able to come to HCA, and loves it
here! And we love having her.

Dear Lord,
Please help us let go of the traditions and plans that are so special to each one of us and
turn our open, empty hands to you to fill in new and meaningful ways this Christmas. Let
your Kingdom come and shine through each of us this year. We are excited to see your will
unfold and pray we will cooperate in every way.
Amen
In Him who LOVES us,
Susan Hayward, Founding Principal
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Preschool News!
Important Dates to
know for PK:

It has been a whirlwind of a fall in Preschool. We have been

Parent-Teacher Conferences
with Mrs. Cunsolo and Mrs.
McKean are next Wednesday
afternoon. These will be done
via Zoom. Please SIGN UP
HERE if you haven’t already!

staff to our Preschool team! We are happy to officially welcome

blessed to go from 17 students to 20 and to welcome additional

Mrs. Frances Queen as the three day Preschool Teacher for the
three year olds in room A and Miss Joelle Stefano as the Assistant
in Room B. The Lord is so good and has blessed our Preschool
kids with a loving, kind, and gifted staff.

Helpers Wanted:
We welcome parent
volunteers to be recess
helpers on a daily basis.
Recess for Preschool is
10:00am-12:00pm
Monday through Friday.
Please make sure you’ve
submitted your CORI
check forms (found on
our website) as well as a
copy of your license
before you volunteer.
Parents may sign up to be
on the recess monitor
schedule HERE.
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Preschool just completed their “God’s Team” unit.
This is such a fun sports themed unit that focuses
on being physically active and healthy. We played
soccer, basketball, baseball, golf and more! We also
learned about following Jesus. That’s how we join
God’s Team. Ask your kids to sing the “God’s Team”
song for you! (“God’s Team is the best team, the
greatest team, the team that lasts forever! There’s
only one way on you gotta trust God’s son, and
you’ll be on the team forever!”)
We celebrated the end of our God’s Team unit with
the Trike- A –Thon. It was a wonderful success! We
had beautiful, warm weather and many parents,
grandparents, and HCA students cheered us on!

Learning through play in Preschool!

Thank you to all who supported our Preschoolers
and HCA through our annual fundraiser.
We are now learning about woodland animals and
Thanksgiving traditions. We are exploring the
Nature Trail at school to look and listen for
animals and to observe the changes in the forest.
Today, we collected acorns and leaves. We are
enjoying our Nature Explore Playspace too!
God has given all of the woodland animals special
attributes to help them live in the forest. He
designed them all purposefully and cares for each
one. He has designed us with purpose too and cares
for us!

God is so good. We are thankful for His

goodness.
With grateful hearts for all our Preschoolers and
their families, The HCA Preschool Team
~Mrs Cunsolo, Mrs McKean, Mrs Queen,
Miss Rose & Miss Joelle

Outdoors is the perfect place to play
and practice tossing and catching!
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HCA Preschool is on God’s Team!
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Team A News!
Kindergarten Update:

Help Needed:
We are always in need of recess
monitor helpers on a daily basis.
Recess for Team A is
11:30am-12:00pm Monday
through Friday. You may sign up
to be on the recess monitor
schedule HERE.

Term 1 was full of new experiences and eventful days! We ended the term
learning about the Trojan Horse - things aren't always what they seem to be!
We finished our dinosaur unit and are looking forward to the Archeological Dig
on November 20th. We persevered through the Greek Olympics and had a very
experiential learning day.
I want to say how very proud I am of how far the kindergarteners have come
over the course of Term 1. They have grown in character, responsibility, kindness
and knowledge. They are still continuing to grow, learn and adjust to being back

Looking for Extra
Outdoor Gear:
Do you have any clean
and in-good condition
extra outdoor gear in
children’s sizes 5 to 9
(boots, gloves, jacket,
hat)? Would you be so
generous to donate to
Team A’s “emergency”
outdoor gear for children
who may have forgotten
their gear for the day?
We would love for all
students to be able to go
outside and not be
freezing cold or too wet!
Thank you in advance for
your generosity!
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in school with a structured schedule. With that being said, I’d like to remind you
that a big part of their success in the classroom begins with their morning at
home. Please only send the necessary supplies needed for school to school with
your child. While at school, our behavior chart is working well and will continue
to be used as a tool to remind and redirect students of their behavior and
choices. This tool is a quiet, simple and visual reminder that behaviors have a
positive or negative impact.
I cannot wait to see how this wonderful group of students grows as
we learn more about he Christmas season and the world around us. Ancient
Rome here we come!

8

HCA Newsletter

November 13, 2020

First Grade Update:
I am so proud of each of the students in 1st grade! They began the year strong and they
continued to go through the term with excitement and endurance. I love to see the ideas clicking and the
wheels turning in their heads as they grasp new concepts. We had an amazing day for the Greek Olympics
and it was the perfect way to sum up what we had learned in the 1st term!
As we move into Term 2, we will take what we have learned from Ancient Greece to further our
understanding of the Ancient Rome civilization. It will be so
exciting to look at the Christmas story, during the season of
Advent, while learning what life was like under Roman rule.
There are so many new and exciting things we will learn this
term and I can’t wait to start!

Second Grade Update:
We’re off to Ancient Rome! Each week of Term 2 we will cover an

Mrs. Caron helps the students
prepare souvenirs for the Olympics

aspect of Ancient Rome having to do with the everyday life of a child
who would have lived during Roman rule. This will be particularly fun
while celebrating Advent. In science (archaeology), we will literally be
digging into the past on November 20th during our school-wide

Archaeology Dig. I wonder what we’ll find as we use the skills we have learned in term 1 having to do with being professional
scientists?
I am looking for ward to beginning the holiday season with your children! They are a wonderful group who will be such great
examples of thankfulness and encouragement during the next couple of months. Please be on the lookout for information on
our class’s Christmas celebration plans.

Still need to sign up for a Parent-Teacher Conference?
Click these links to reserve a spot!
Kindergarten with Mrs. Coombs
Grade 1 with Mrs. Velarde
Grade 2 with Mrs. Penza
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Team A Together: We had a wonderful time at the Greek Olympics! Such a fun way to end Term 1
and grasp so much of what we learned in the classroom in a “real life” way!
We would like to remind parents/guardians to send in outdoor winter gear, as well as wet weather
gear, for the upcoming winter weather. We will be spending as much time as possible outside, even
in rain, cold temperatures and snow. Please send your child(ren) with boots to leave at school during
the week, as well as an extra pair of gloves and a hat (maybe even extra socks to be kept in their
backpacks). Teachers will send outdoor gear home every weekend to be washed.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership with us!
Mrs. Amanda Coombs, Mrs. Bridget Velarde, & Mrs. Kaylyn Penza

Helen of Troy and her Greek minions :-)

Painting tiny Trojan horses!
Riding at the Trike-A-Thon!
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Team B News!
Class
Announcements:
If you haven’t signed up for
your Parent-Teacher
Conference yet, please click
the link to reserve a spot with
Ms. Rennie or Mrs. Heenan:

Grade 3 Updates:

What a fun-filled last few weeks it’s been: paleontologists cookie dig,
making beautiful Greek vases, and getting ready for the Greek
Olympics! We are so blessed to be able to express our learning in many
different modalities!
We go outside as often as we can…and what a beautiful outdoor space we
have!! Please look for an email that I will send to you this week regarding

Grade 3 Conferences

the best attire to wear and be ready for the approaching cold weather.

Grade 4 Conferences

Both 3rd and 4th grade are onto multiplication in Math. Try to practice
those facts everyday…even if it’s five minutes a day! Mastering those
facts will help build strong math skills!

Help Needed:
We are always in need of
recess monitor helpers on a
daily basis. Recess for Team B
is 12:00-12:30pm Monday
through Friday. This is a role
for HCA parents to fill. Please
make sure you’ve submitted
your CORI check forms (found
on our website) as well as a
copy of your license before
you volunteer. You may sign
up to be on the recess monitor
schedule HERE.

In Science we will continue to prepare for our archeology dig that is
coming up November 20th, but we will also begin our studies of Earth
Science and layers of the earth.
Thank you all for your continued support and for your amazing
children. SO grateful!!

~Ms. Rennie

Team B Girls at the Olympics!
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Grade 4 update:
Fourth Grade is moving on from Greece to Rome this week. We have lots of exciting
activities planned. This term, 3rd and 4th graders will be writing formal business letters to
potato chip companies in the country to see if they are interested in our “Greek chip”
recipe. This is a great idea from the students themselves - what a great student-led
activity!
We will be learning about Paul’s Journeys from the book of Acts. We will be creating a life
size diorama that depicts an episode from one of Paul’s adventures.
Students will also be comparing and contrasting civilizations using our concept statements
for the year. They will have the opportunity to create their very own civilization using at
least three concept statements.
All students will need one piece of cardboard measuring 3ft by 1 ½ ft for constructing
Roman shields. Please have your student bring this in by November 30th. Thank you!
Blessings, Mrs. Heenan

Grade 4 cleaning up their garden beds!

Team B shopping at the Agora at the
Greek Olympics!
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Middle School News!
Middle School
Announcements:
The 7th and 8th graders will be
studying nutrition in Health
during Term 2, and will be
participating in two
experiments around their own
eating habits.
The middle school is preparing
to create and lead the younger
grades through the upcoming
Archaeological Dig!
We continue to look for
scientists to interview for our
spotlights, so if you have a lead
or are interested in
participating, please reach out
to me
at agordon@holdenchristianac
ademy.org. Thanks!

What's New with Mrs. Gordon’s Science Class?
Nature journaling enlivened our studies on architectural
drawings in 5th and 6th grade and sound-waves in 7th and
8th. Designing simple machine traps, paper pillars, and
posters on the physics of various olympic events helped
students to apply and extend their knowledge. In Outdoor
Education, we are learning about fire as a fascinating, useful,
and dangerous chemical reaction.
We were encouraged during our second Scientist Spotlight
with HCA alum, Jake Mikolajczyk, to think outside the

box. He shared about the development of his love for
math and science throughout his school years, and
inspired us through his passion for software engineering
as it applies to our lives.

Help Needed:
As always, help with recess
(our recess is 12:30-1:00pm
daily) is wonderful. You can
sign for recess, or other
volunteer opportunities by
clicking HERE.

Parent Teacher
Conferences
Please click HERE for a 5th/
6th grade conference. Please
click HERE for a 7th/8th
grade conference.
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Grade 7/8 represented Athens well at the
Greek Olympics!
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What’s New in L.A. with Mr. Shea?!
I want to start by thanking everyone that attended and helped pull off our Olympia Day! The kids looked to have
had a fantastic time showing off what they learned during the first term, as well as competing for gold medals
throughout the day. The fifth and sixth graders put so much effort into bring the day together, I hope it was
enjoyed by all. I am especially proud of the final product they presented on stage Friday afternoon. Everything
from the humor to displaying the most important details of Odysseus’s journey was created by our middle school
students. If anyone has a recording of their performance, I would love to get my hands on it! I would love to be
able to show future students what they could do when Olympia Day comes around again in four years.
As we begin our second term, I want to remind everyone that Term 2 tends to be a bit chaotic and disjointed due
to the many holidays and breaks woven throughout it. This means that students may have long term projects to
remember to work on over a break, or a feeling that topics are changing more often or more quickly than you
expected them to. If your student is feeling confused or overwhelmed, please encourage them to speak up about
it!
Term 2 focuses on Rome and the adventures of the Apostle Paul as he worked and mentored many cities
throughout the Roman Empire. We are also preparing for Archaeology Day on November 20th! We are hoping
to allow students an opportunity to learn about one of the most important methods through which we have
learned about Ancient cultures! I can’t wait to see what the next couple of months will bring. God bless!

The Middle School wrote and performed their own dramatic
interpretation of The Odyssey at the Greek Olympics.

HCA PATHWAYS NEWSLETTER

14

