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PATHWAYS 

“SHOW ME YOUR WAYS, LORD, TEACH ME YOUR PATHS.” PSALM 25:4 
HCA’s vision is to inspire students to love learning and live lives worthy of the calling of Christ. 

Although the English language can be difficult to learn (even for the 
English speaking), we have borrowed some wonderful elements from 
other languages that are quite useful!  The prefix is one of  those 
things.  This article is brought to you by the prefix “re-”.   
“Re-” suggests the opportunity to do something again.  Currently, 
we have re-enrollment and re-accreditation happening 
simultaneously at HCA.  
Re-enrollment  
We are thrilled that almost 90% of  our students have chosen to re-
enroll at HCA for next year already!  We look forward to another 
year to build relationships with one another while we learn about 
God and His world together, and we are so pleased by your choice 
to partner with us again! 
Re-accreditation 
As a school, we are in the process of  re-accreditation.  This process 
allows us to examine our practices, our culture and our structure in 
detail so that we can be the best that we can be.  Accreditation is not 
required, and often not examined at the elementary level.  Why is it 
important to us then? 

UPCOMING 
CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS: 

February 1-28 - Read-A-Thon (read, 
read, read, and raise $$$$ for our 
amazing school!) 

February 15-19 - No School 
(Winter Vacation) 

March 12 - No Preschool (Early Ed. 
Conference) - K-8th is still in session! 

March 19 - PK-8th Grade 
Homeschool Day!  (Term 4 
Development Day for staff) 

March 21-23 - ACSI  
Re-Accreditation Team ‘visit’ 

March 26 - Term 3 ends 

April 2-5 - Easter recess (No School 
on Good Friday and Easter Monday) 

We need your feedback! 

Beginning this month, we will be launching 
a monthly survey, which we hope will allow 
parents, students, alumni, grandparents, 
donors, and anyone else who loves HCA to 
share some feedback with us on a particular 
topic.  

Our February survey is for current 
parents and is called “A Midyear Checkup”.  
If you are a current HCA parent, please 
click HERE to participate in this survey!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7Meo9YfHjC3eQcyA0xu3_AAGfoRGiPyVLjqecNIsiRCaNOA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7Meo9YfHjC3eQcyA0xu3_AAGfoRGiPyVLjqecNIsiRCaNOA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Principal’s Book of 
Excellence Recipients: 

Marin - taking initiative on an 
undesired task without being asked 

Isaac  -a committed spirit evident 
through both schoolwork and 
practicing table tennis 

Molly - remarkable dedication to her 
exposure experiment in health class 

Abigail -a hospitable attitude toward 
the entire middle school 

Kaitlin- courageous (putting on a 
brave face after getting hurt) 

Aiden -thoughtful (noticing that a 
friend needed help cleaning up a 
mess and offered his help) 

Nathan - self-governed (a great 
example for his classmates, always 
following directions and rules) 

Ethan - unselfish (always caring about 
others before himself) 

Elena, Navia, Jackson, Kemi, Tayo, 
Lydia, Abby, and Kibwe - for 
focusing their minds on God’s Word 
by memorizing Colossians 1:10-15 

Ms. Legro, Dayton, Molly, Liam, 
Will, Emma, Abby, Jocelyn, Josh, 
and Isaac - for making learning 
exciting and fun by creating an 
escape room to teach us about Paul’s 
missionary journeys.   

Honoring God through  
Creative learning and strong   

Academics in a caring, fun-filled school!   

First and foremost, we want to honor God in everything.  Colossians 
3:23-24 says it well, ‘Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an 
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.’   Since 
God is the one we are working for, we strive to honor Him by being the 
best that we can be.  We also want to honor you, the families that 
entrust us, as partners, in the education of  their children.  We feel it is a 
high calling, worthy of  our best efforts. 
HCA has been an accredited institution through the Association of  
Christian Schools International since 2006.  Their elementary and 
secondary programs are officially recognized by the National Council 
for Private School Accreditation (NCPSA).   Accreditation with ACSI is 
a ‘vigorous, holistic process of  organizational appraisal and improvement that 
engages every school constituent.’* 
As with most educational accreditations, there is a detailed self-
evaluation of  all aspects of  the program, followed by a visit by an 
Accreditation Team.  Team members will make observations, check 
documents, and conduct focus groups.   
Although this is not our first accreditation, the process for this re-
accreditation has been different than in previous years.  We still 
completed a self-study, but it was a little less in-depth because we have 
also been reporting on the progress of  our ASP project:  Food for Life. 
An ASP project involves action research that is conducted by school personnel to 
address an area in need of  change or improvement at the school.  As such, an ASP 
project is both a practical project (a new or enhanced program, initiative, process, etc.) 
and a research project (a comprehensive assessment of  the impact of  that program, 
initiative, process, etc.)*.   
Our Food for Life program of  gardening, fitness and nutrition was 
‘cooked up’ by our founding principal, Mrs. Hayward almost 10 years 
ago now.  (See her Pathways article, Susan’s Musings, from last month)  
Over the years, we have seen the blessing it has been for our school 
community to become better equipped to live healthy lives!  As a result 
of  this program, students are learning practical skills that will be useful 
throughout their lives. 
Please be in prayer for our staff  as we prepare for these final stages of  
re-accreditation.  We will certainly keep you informed of  their 
evaluations,  and you may even be asked to participate in a Zoom focus 
group!    
Although the re-accreditation process is almost finished for this cycle, 
Food for Life is a continuous  program at HCA.  What better way to 
physically renew, rejuvenate, and revitalize than through gardening, 
fitness, and nutrition? 
*www.acsi.org	 	 	 ~Mrs. Cleveland, Interim Principal 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Council_for_Private_School_Accreditation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Council_for_Private_School_Accreditation
https://www.csmedia1.com/holdenchristianacademy.org/pathways-011421.pdf
http://www.acsi.org
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Susan’s Musings


Notes from our Founding Principal

Dear Friends,
Close your eyes and picture heaven. What do you envision? Where did that picture come from? What words would you use to 

describe heaven? How does the Bible describe heaven? Where in the Bible are the descrip?ons? Do you or others you know 

think heaven will be boring? Why? What ques?ons do you have about heaven?  If you don’t like to think about heaven, why 
not?

Right now, I am designing a school-wide unit of study about heaven. No, not because of COVID, but that is a good connec?on. I 
am doing it in conjunc?on with our Kingdom of God focus this term. I’ve had a sneaking suspicion that people, Chris?ans 
included, have an “Angel SoP” picture of heaven, yes…clouds, fat baby angels, and very soP TP. APer doing some reading it 
turns out that my suspicions are true! In fact, many people believe that heaven will be boring or just one big never-ending 
praise and worship service. No wonder they are not excited about heaven or invested in sharing their faith! 

Well, the good news is that heaven is so awesome that our words are inadequate. In 1 Corinthians 2:9, Paul quotes Isaiah 64:4 
when he wrote,  

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has imagined what God has planed for those who love Him.”

This does not mean however that there are no descrip?ons in the Bible. Check out John 14:1-6 (my personal fav), Revela?on 
21:1-27, John 3:16, John 11:25-26, and Madhew 6:20-21. These are a good place to begin but there is so much more, beyond 
our wildest dreams!!! There are many good books for kids about heaven. I’ve been reading many of them and have been 
fascinated by the illustra?ons. No two are alike, not even close, but they are all ademp?ng to illustrate the same scriptures 
and ideas. My goal is to help our students begin to develop a biblically sound picture in their heads of the goal of our lives, 
living with Jesus in heaven for ever and ever!  God gave us great imagina?ons so we can picture heaven in many ways but we 
know that not one of us will have it right. It will be much, much beder!

In His love,
Susan Hayward, Founding Principal

Books on heaven from our library you 
are welcome to borrow!
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WINTER PHOTO CHALLENGE! 

We love to see our students getting out and doing things, and learning in hands-on 
ways when they are at home just like at school!  If you do any of the following activities, snap a 

pic and email it to Ms. Graham to be considered for an upcoming social media post. 

• If there is snow, build a snow family or tunnel 
• Create a reading fort - indoors or outside 
• Read to a pet, stuffed animal, or family member (remember, it’s the Read-A-Thon all February!) 
• Build a castle at home with legos, Lincoln Logs, blocks, sugar cubes, boxes - use your imagination 
• Take a walk and look for animal tracks or woodland creatures 
• Cook a healthy meal together with your family 
• Use healthy food creatively to make a design or artwork on your plate (for example, can you make a 

face of fruit?) 
• Explore outdoors - either a favorite spot or a new adventure 
• Show us your active playtime indoors or outside 

All submissions may be sent to Ms. Graham’s email - agraham@holdenchristianacademy.org.   

“Do we have a delay or cancellation 
today?” 

If you are ever wondering if there is a delay/cancellation 
due to inclement weather, or you miss a ParentAlert call, 
you can use the replay #866-665-4384.  (Helpful Hint: 
Enter it as a contact on your phone so you always have 
the #!). We also post school closings on WCVB Channel 
5, which appear on their app as well as their television 
broadcast.  Please note these additional ways to learn 
whether we have school if you miss the phone call for 
any reason…..Thank you!

School-wide “Eat the Rainbow” 
Challenge coming in MARCH! 

Stay tuned for more info, but in the month of 
March, the entire school will be competing to 
see which students can eat the healthiest snacks 
& lunches!  Get ready…..and start to think of 
healthy fruits and veggies your child will eat that 
are RED, ORANGE, YELLOW, GREEN, 
BLUE, and PURPLE….

We can’t wait to ‘eat the rainbow’ together as a 
school!   

mailto:agraham@holdenchristianacademy.org
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WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL!  

#1: SQUARE 1 ART Did you know there are many ways to support our school?  You can order 
Square1Art at any time and HCA will benefit from the sales.  Maybe for Mothers Day, Fathers Day, or a 
grandparents’s birthday or anniversary?  Consider ordering your child’s artwork from this year - or even 

past years! HCA will receive 15% of all sales, so if you use Square1Art as your “go to” source for gifts, it’s a 
win-win.
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#2: THE ROYAL READ-A-THON Hear Ye! Hear Ye! HCA Parents,
The Royal Read-a-Thon is well underway! So far as a school we have logged 36,600 minutes of reading and we have raised over 
$6,500 toward our goal of $17,500! Huzzah!!!! Thank you to those of you who have sent in your sponsor sheets or emailed me 
regarding your sponsor pledges. Well done! Over the past several years, the Read-a-Thon has become one of our biggest 
fundraisers that yields both financial and educational rewards for our students and our school.  I hope you are all taking advantage 
of this “win-win” opportunity to enjoy our February focus on reading! 

The HCA Kingdom is slowly transforming to the look of Medieval Days beginning with our library. It has been taken over by our 
Knight, Sir Reads A. Lot. Students have been visiting our library which is full of treasured books for them to borrow.  The kingdom 
halls are a buzz as our kids are spending quality time at school and at home reading and listening to great books.  If you have not 
yet logged on to Reading Rewards it is not too late. Honestly, there are only a small handful of students who have not logged on. If 
you are having any trouble with logging on or validating your child’s minutes please email us to let us know how we can help.

Today, February 12, is our “Royal Rally”  to celebrate the Kingdom Kids! We are having a “Pep Rally”  to celebrate the Read-a-Thon. 
Lady Jenn (HCA parent) will be teaching us a choreographed dance to our theme song, “We Are Royals”. There will be socially 
distanced games and special “Party-in-a-box” prizes for our students whose families have met their pledge goals of $200.

Thank you again for taking part in the Read-a-Thon as we further God’s Kingdom through His school Holden Christian Academy.

Queen Lucier   dlucier@holdenchristianacademy.org 
Princess Velarde    bvelarde@holdenchristianacademy.org 

#3: BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 
Stay tuned for more detailed information about raising $ for HCA through the Box Tops for 
Education program!  Box Tops have gone digital, so either download the app to begin 
scanning receipts or begin collecting any clipable box tops….or check out their app to begin 
scanning your receipts. 

https://www.square1art.com
mailto:dlucier@holdenchristianacademy.org
mailto:bvelarde@holdenchristianacademy.org
https://www.boxtops4education.com
https://www.boxtops4education.com
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Preschool News!
Important Dates to 
know for PK: 

Through February 28th--Read to Me 
Challenge 

Feb 15-19  NO SCHOOL Mid- Winter Break  

March is Our Royal Kingdom Unit - Kings 
and queens, nursery rhymes, and fairy 
tales. The greatest Kingdom is the Kingdom 
of God! Jesus is the King of Kings! 

March 12 NO Preschool- Early Ed 
Conference Day 

March 19 NO school - Staff Development 
Day 

Helpers Wanted: 

We welcome parent volunteers 
to be recess helpers on a daily 
basis.  Recess for Preschool is 
10:00am-12:00pm Monday 
through Friday.   

Please make sure you’ve 
submitted your CORI check 
forms (found on our website) 
as well as a copy of your 
license before you volunteer.  
Parents may sign up to be on 
the recess monitor schedule 
HERE.   

February in Preschool is all about LOVE! We are 
spending the month loving our neighbors by 
learning about community helpers. We have had 
video or socially distanced visits from preschool 
family members who are serving our community. 
From police and firefighters, to mail carriers, 
doctors, and dentists, we LOVE to learn about all 
the ways we might serve God through our 
community when we grow up!  

Preschool continues to explore God’s 
creation in winter!

https://www.csmedia1.com/holdenchristianacademy.org/cori-request-form---9-2012.pdf
https://www.csmedia1.com/holdenchristianacademy.org/cori-request-form---9-2012.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848acac2caafd0-volunteer
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We have also LOVED being able to ride our bikes and 
scooters in the gym. Staying healthy through 
exercise, especially when we can’t be outside as 
often due to the cold, is very important! 

Preschool has been invited to read along with HCA’s 
K-8 Read-a-thon, with the preschool Read to Me 
Challenge!  Reading in the lap of someone you LOVE is 
so important--it builds connection and creates pre-
reader skills and habits for lifelong readers!  

We celebrated Valentine’s Day by making cards for 
our friends and families, and had a party filled with 
LOVEly learning games and activities (and maybe a 
treat too!). We celebrated the greatest LOVE, that of 
our God who created us each uniquely. He loves us 
and wants us to love our neighbors, and we are so 
blessed to share that concept with our preschool 
friends on a daily basis! 

Love, The Preschool Team 
Mrs. Cunsolo, Mrs. McKean, Mrs. Queen, Miss Rose, 
and Miss Joelle

Snowball counting activity!

PK had a “drive in movie” in early Feb. 
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Team A News!
Help Needed: 

We are always in need of recess 
monitor helpers on a daily basis.  
Recess for Team A is 
11:30am-12:00pm Monday 
through Friday.  You may sign up 
to be on the recess monitor 
schedule HERE.  

 
Looking for Extra 
Outdoor Gear:

Do you have any clean 
and in-good condition 
extra outdoor gear in 
children’s sizes 5 to 9 
(boots, gloves, jacket, 
hat)? Would you be so 
generous to donate to 
Team A’s  “emergency” 
outdoor gear for children 
who may have forgotten 
their gear for the day? We 
would love for all 
students to be able to go 
outside and not be 
freezing cold or too wet! 
Thank you in advance for 
your generosity!

Kindergarten Update: 

Once upon a time there was a Kindergarten class.  Overnight this class turned 

into a medieval town, filled with lords and ladies, knights, peasants and a 

wonderful king - our God! Term 3 has started and we have begun studying the 

Middle Ages, simple machines, and the Kingdom of God. The students are really 

excited to be learning about castles, knights, kings and queens! We are learning 

about God's Kingdom and all its wonder. We also acted out the feudal system, so 

make sure to ask your child how the system works. The students have started 

learning about castle life and even created many of their own castles, featuring 

shapes that they have been using in Math.


During Term 3 we will be learning to make healthy food choices and how to “eat 

the rainbow”. I am asking that parents try to send in snacks and lunch that 

contain the wonderful colors of the rainbow.  Students will be tracking the 

different colors they eat on a chart.  We will learn how to make “Ants on a Log”. 

We will use these as a healthy snack for our Team A Valentine’s Day gathering.


Kindergarten continues to work on their fine motor skills, often using playdough 

and clothespins to help strengthen the small muscles in their hands and wrists. 

When these muscles are strong, it becomes easier and more comfortable to hold 

pencils and cut paper.  Let’s not forget that our gross motor skills are just as 

important as our fine motor skills.  These are especially important when we are 

not able to go outside because of temperature and/or weather.  So we have 

been practicing our gross motor skills in the classroom with some medieval 

moves!!


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848acac2caafd0-volunteer
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                                             First Grade Update: 
 

(I recommend reading this with some epic music playing in the background)

Once upon a time… First grade began to study Europe in the Middle Ages. They worked very 
hard and began to learn many things about the feudal system, life in a castle, simple machines, ways to 
measure using different units of measurement, and about the greatest Kingdom of all - God’s eternal 
Kingdom. But their educational quest was not over yet. They had to persevere and work together 
through many exciting adventures in the classroom to achieve academic glory. To reach the end of their 
quest, they had to “eat the rainbow” and learn how to make healthy choices. They had to learn about 
what seeds need to grow, and why worms are so amazing. Throughout the journey, their reading skills 
greatly improved due to the Royal Read-a-Thon and they helped their school raise money through 
many sponsors. Huzzah! Their quest will hopefully continue long after their studies during Term 3 
because the search for academic glory will never really end - there is always something new and exciting 
to learn when you are a life-long learner!

Second Grade Update: 
It has never fully “clicked” with me until recently how exciting it is for children to be a part of history. Several events have taken place in our 2nd 
grade classroom that opened my eyes to the perspective of my students. One event was the skits we acted out for the HCA student body, retelling 
some of Paul’s Journeys. I heard numerous children say how “they accomplished their dreams” or “had the best day ever” simply because they got 
to be a character (or help set-up the scenery). I was blown away by their ability to imagine, create and perform! Another event that took place was 
while 2nd grade was enjoying lunch on Jan. 20. During lunch, I put on the audio for the Presidential Inaugural Ceremony. While we were 
listening to the poetry, speeches and songs, one of the musical performers asked the audience at home to join in singing “Amazing Grace”.   As I 
sat at my desk watching the grinning eyes of the students singing and smiling with their masks on, I was struck at that particular moment in time. 
How eager children are to take part in an important event! After we had finished singing with the performer, I told my students “they had just 
participated in history!.”   They were smiling even more at this point.  

My prayer for Term 3 is that I will have the eyes to see more from the wonder-filled perspective of my students. I pray I find opportunities for my 
students to interact with history in meaningful ways that will build up their confidence to take part in history and deeper learning. To be bridge-
builders, peace-sharers and Gospel-walkers. As we learn about the Middle Ages, we’ll see many aspects of how the church was connected to 
government, therefore impacting the everyday life of every kingdom citizen. 2nd grade will also be reading some of the parables Jesus told about 
God’s Kingdom. I’ve found some wonderful picture books to emphasize the beauty of these parables, and the hope they give us as children of 
God. I’m excited to read these together as a class! 
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Team A Together:  

Team A is already in motion to transform the Team A hallway into a working Castle. There will be art, 
simple machines and even a dungeon. Please keep in mind we may be sending home emails asking for 
regular household supplies to help create our castle over the course of Term 3. We are looking forward to 
continuing our studies of the Ancient Civilizations with some tangible recreations we’ve made 
ourselves. 

We encourage a visit to the Worcester Art Museum over the February vacation. In previous years, Team 
A would have taken a field trip to WAM to identify art and artifacts that we’ve touched on over the 
course of the year. Another fun family activity would be reading, or listening to, books on the Middle 
Ages. “Wishbone” is a fun beginner chapter book series with several retellings of Medieval writings. Or 
have a dinner of roasted chicken and eat it like you were the nobles of your castle (eat with only your 
hands!). 

We want to ask you to help your child(ren) make healthy choices for snack and lunch. Part of our 
curriculum is our Food for Life program which encourages students to think of their bodies as temples 
created for God’s purpose. If our bodies do not have the right things to fuel them, they cannot live up to 
their full potential to serve in the ways each of us are called to serve. Help us help your child(ren) by 
providing choices to give their bodies the strength and energy they need to learn and live. We are the 
body of Christ and we should treat our bodies as such. On special days, we will have some “sometimes 
foods” but we want to promote healthy eating on a daily basis. That is why some of our classes will be 
doing an “Eat the Rainbow” challenge in the upcoming weeks/month(s). Be on the lookout for 
something sent home from the teachers about this in the next few weeks. 

We would like to remind parents/guardians to send in outdoor winter gear for your child(ren) for the 
current winter weather. We will be spending as much time as possible outside, even in rain, cold 
temperatures and snow. Please send your child(ren) with boots and snowpants to leave at school during 
the week, as well as an extra pair of gloves and a hat (maybe even extra socks to be kept in their 
backpacks). Teachers will send outdoor gear home every weekend to be washed. 

“Stained Glass” sun catcher in the 
Grade 1 window

Working on a drawing of a kingdom
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From	Ms.	Rennie’s	Desk:  

I	am	SO	proud	of	3rd	&	4th	grade.		They	have	been	working	extremely	hard	in	math	with	
multiplication,	division,	fractions,	and	geometry.		I	am	happy	to	say	that	we	are	all	right	on	
schedule;	another	reason	why	we	thank	God	to	be	on	campus	and	in-person!!		Thank	you,	
Lord!!		

We	are	also	excited	to	be	learning	about	Simple	Machines.		We	went	on	a	scavenger	hunt	for	
simple	machines	throughout	the	school	and	were	able	to	identify	the	six	simple	machines	that	
we	have	been	studying	and	some	compound	machines,	as	well.		Make	sure	you	ask	your	
children.	☺			

Some	of	the	students	have	taken	advantage	of	the	fun	book	rooms	(see	below)	I’ve	posted	on	
Google	Classroom,	but	if	you	didn’t	know….please	check	out	the	homerooms	for	3rd	&	4th	
grade.		It’s	a	great	and	safe	way	to	have	access	to	a	plethora	of	books	for	the	Read-a-thon.	I	will	
continue	to	post	these	rooms	for	February	vacation.		

            

To	highlight	Black	History	Month,	the	students	have	been	reading	about	some	amazing	Black	
people:	athletes,	artists,	scientists,	to	name	a	few.	

We	are	looking	forward	to	celebrating	Valentine’s	Day	today,	during	snack	time!			

I	pray	that	you	all	have	a	wonderful	and	restful	February	vacation.		Keep	reading	&	keep	
practicing	those	multiplication	facts.		

	 	 	 	 	 	 ~Ms.	Rennie

Team B News!
Class 
Announcements: 

Mrs. Heenan is looking for 
Pringles containers for an 
upcoming project.   If you 
have any, please send cleaned 
containers in to Grade 4!  
Thanks!    

Help Needed: 

We are always in need of 
recess monitor helpers on a 
daily basis.  Recess for Team B 
is 12:00-12:30pm Monday 
through Friday.  This is a role 
for HCA parents to fill.  Please 
make sure you’ve submitted 
your CORI check forms (found 
on our website) as well as a 
copy of your license before 
you volunteer.  You may sign 
up to be on the recess monitor 
schedule HERE.   

https://www.csmedia1.com/holdenchristianacademy.org/cori-request-form---9-2012.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848acac2caafd0-volunteer
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From Mrs. Heenan’s Desk: 

We have been building a kingdom on our bulletin board. The children's research has guided this 

project. Our kingdom is that of a medieval kingdom in Scotland.  The best part of this kingdom 

includes your children! Be on the lookout for pictures; they will be posted as soon as it is completed. 

In LA recently, we read a Medieval story called "Manwick Goes to Town" in both grades 3 and 4. The 
kids were pretty excited to learn that this story came out of my fourth-grade textbook! In Bible, we 
have been studying the Parables; this week is "The Prodigal Son." 

After vacation, we will be starting a read-aloud classroom book “Knight at Dawn”, which the children 
are quite excited about, to enhance our medieval studies. On Wednesday, the 24th, the students will 
be taking a grammar test on everything they have learned this year; they should study everything 
from their binder's grammar section. We will also be taking a look at some Fables.  Our focus will be a 
"light" look at the crusades and The Hundred Years War in History.  

Over vacation, please remind your children to work on their book report and read, read, read; we 
are currently in 2nd place school-wide for the Read-a-Thon! 

Blessings, 

Mrs. Heenan 

Any day is a good day to be on Team B
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Middle School News!
What's New in Mrs. Gordon’s  Science Class(es)? 

We are living in a time when information is 
cheap, skill is often unnecessary, and technology 
provides lots of instant gratification. These things 
are not all problematic on their own, however 
certain gifts can be lost along the way. It seems 
God wired us to experience deep satisfaction 
through patient steady work: studying problems, 
developing good questions, and learning by trial 
and error through careful observation.  

The goal of science is to understand and explain. 
This work is done in human brains with the use of 
technological tools (not the other way around). 
Through HCA's 2021 Science Fair, the 5th 
through 8th grade students are beginning to 
participate in the patient work of scientific 
discovery. I am praying each student's curiosity 
and wonder will multiply through participating in 
this experience.  

This month's scientist spotlight paired perfectly 
with the start of our science fair. She works for a 
biological engineering company, and encouraged 
us saying, "Science isn't really about being a 
genius. It's about hard work day in and day out, 
and you get good at it. Most of us [scientists] are 
just normal people with normal intelligence and 
we just work at it. It's about dedication."

Middle School 
Announcements: 

The middle school students 
must come to school 
prepared to go outside 
everyday in almost any 
weather throughout the 
Winter. We will continue to 
take advantage of active 
outdoor learning 
opportunities in Food For 
Life, Outdoor Education, 
and sometimes Science. You 
may send in layers/boots/
gloves to leave at school if 
you have extras or they 
can bring things back and 
forth everyday. If you 
need help acquiring 
items, please reach out to 
Mrs. Gordon and we will 
help you hunt something 
down! 

“When a few 
students are 
unprepared it can 
mean the whole 
class misses out 
on an 
opportunity.”
-Mrs. Gordon
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What’s New in L.A. with Mr. Shea?!
Hello Team C&D Parents! 

I pray that everyone has been able to take some time to rest during the snow days that 
we’ve had over the last few weeks!  As we have been working around New England’s 
weather schedule, the middle school has been focusing on historical and Biblical 
symbols in the stories that we read.  One of  the most important themes throughout 
Medieval writings is a desire for unity and togetherness, a topic that is especially 
important in our modern culture.  As we work through some tough reading during term 
three, I hope that students will start to see these themes and symbols on their own. 

The middle school is also starting work on their science fair projects with Mrs. 
Gordon.  Students will be earning credit in other classes from their Science fair project 
to help them cope with the project’s work load.  Students should have chosen their 
project at the end of  last week.  They are being asked to visit local libraries for sources 
of  information on their topics.  I highly recommend having them use some of  their time 
over the Mid-winter Break next week to find their research materials. 

After the Mid-winter Break students can look forward to working through some 
literature about King Arthur and the Knights of  the Round Table in Language Arts, 
creating and performing science fair experiments in Science, and building and 
defending their own castle in Hands-on-History.  We are not yet sure what materials 
they will need for that last project, but we will be sure to let you know! 

Have a wonderful break!! 
God Bless! 

A WORD from Mr. HayWARD

7/8 Bible: We have completed Paul’s journeys and he has reached his  final imprisonment in Rome. Now 
we will retrace his steps to look more  closely at the letters he was writing to the churches during his 
travels (and  confinements!) We will do this more or less chronologically, starting with the 
Thessalonians.  

5-8 History: Our bridge unit from Term 2 to Term 3 is the early (post New Testament)  church. It’s 
called "Rome against the Christians", an onslaught that lasts until 325 AD or so in varying degrees of 
ferocity and organization. We look at some of the more famous martyrs of the church and take some 
time to  pray for Christians who are suffering today for no other reason than their  association with 
Christ. Next up, we dive into the dissolution of the  Roman Empire, the consequent changes in 
Western Europe, and the emergence of Byzantium (i.e. Constantinople) as the next center of Western 
Civilization.  

HAVE A GREAT FEBRUARY VACATION EVERYONE!
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