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PATHWAYS 

“SHOW ME YOUR WAYS, LORD, TEACH ME YOUR PATHS.” PSALM 25:4 
HCA’s vision is to inspire students to love learning and live lives worthy of the calling of Christ. 

The story continues!  As we move forward in our study of Ancient 
Civilizations (from Ancient Greece → Ancient Rome → the Middle Ages 
→ the Renaissance/Reformation), students are able to see history as a 
continuous story.  This small piece of history in only part of the world, is a 
window into God’s greater story as well.  Everything we teach and learn, 
as students and adults, is a part of God’s eternal story.  How we see 
ourselves interacting with this larger picture can help us recognize our 
purpose and bring motivation to our days.  
At each stage of history, God has been working in and through the people 
of the world to accomplish His purposes.  Although we are not a part of 
the specific stories of the Bible, we are, for sure, a part of God’s 
continuing great story that began before the creation of the world.  Our 
role in God’s story is discovered when we realize who we are as image 
bearers and how these image bearing qualities are used in the world where 
God is working.
In Genesis 1:27, we are told, “So God created mankind in his own image, 
in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.” 
NIV  Although we do not know what God looks like physically, we know 
much about what He is like from the Bible.  As His ‘image bearers’, we 
can expect there are ways that we have some of the same qualities as our 
Father in heaven. 

UPCOMING 
CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS: 

March 19 - PK-8th Grade 
Homeschool Day!  (Term 4 
Development Day for staff) 

March 21-23 - ACSI  
Re-Accreditation Team ‘visit’ 

March 26 - Term 3 ends 

April 2-5 - Easter recess (No School 
on Good Friday and Easter Monday) 

April 7 - Parent-Teacher 
Conferences (via zoom; link coming 
soon) 

April 19-23 - April vacation 

We need your feedback! 

This month, our survey is a Food For 
Life Survey, and we need your help!  
This survey is for current families, 
as well as anyone who has been a 
student (or had a student enrolled) 
at HCA in the last 10 years.  Please 
take a moment to give us some 
important FFL feedback which we will 
use for our upcoming ACSI re-
accreditation visit later this month.  

Please click HERE for the survey.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_jZeCdxGpDpnSlw6xHGck-d8th0jucca2ZsEM33L6tgdYyg/viewform?gxids=7628
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_jZeCdxGpDpnSlw6xHGck-d8th0jucca2ZsEM33L6tgdYyg/viewform?gxids=7628
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_jZeCdxGpDpnSlw6xHGck-d8th0jucca2ZsEM33L6tgdYyg/viewform?gxids=7628
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Principal’s Book of 
Excellence Recipients: 

Luciana -  for being such a great helper, 
especially helping her peers with math

Caleb -  for always being so thoughtful 
of others

Katie - for always being positive and 
bringing joy to our class

May - for being a hard worker

David - hospitality for inviting a friend 
over

Andrew - being a community-builder 
for helping a young boy feel comfortable 
at his screening

Selah - having a servant’s heart toward 
all

Jackson - for demonstrating wisdom 
and steadfast faithfulness to his peers

Kibwe - for making good choices 

Honoring God 
through  
Creative learning 
and strong   

Academics in a 
caring, fun-filled 
school!   

What qualities do we have that reflect God’s qualities or character?
1. Justice-seeker: One who recognizes injustices and seeks to 

correct them (see Deuteronomy 32:4)
2. Earth-keeper: One who is motivated and inspired to care for 

God’s creation (see Genesis 1:31)
3. Servant-worker: One who notices and appreciates 

opportunities to help and serve others (see Philippians 2:3-7)
4. Idolatry-discerner: One who discerns which things of this 

world are being prioritized over God.  (see 20:3-4)
5. Creation-enjoyer: One who notices and appreciates the beauty 

and intricacies of God’s creation.  (Psalm 19:1-2)  
6. Beauty-creator:  One who loves to create and appreciates 

beauty, whether in visual form, with music, or with words.  
God has created such beauty for us to enjoy - we know this is 
from Him!  (see Ephesians 2:10)

7. Community-builder:  One who naturally draws people to 
work together, utilizing the gifts of the group for a common 
purpose.  (see Romans 12:4-6a)

8. Order-discoverer:  One who can see ways to naturally 
organize what appears chaotic, discerning purpose and place 
for each part.  (see I Corinthians 14:33)

9. God-worshipper:  One who easily and joyfully celebrates God 
without prompting.  (Psalm 96:1-3) 

Did some of these image-bearer qualities remind you of someone in 
your life?  Can you think of someone who is more passionate about 
keeping the earth?  Or someone who is particularly orderly?  We each 
have these qualities, but God may have given us a passion for some in 
particular.  What do you hear your children point out without 
prompting?  Is it something in nature?  An injustice?  Beauty of all 
kinds?  That which God has given us eyes to see, and a passion to act 
on, can be the very same things God uses for His purposes!  

At HCA, we have begun introducing these image-bearer qualities to 
students, for two reasons:
1. To help them recognize ways God has made them with His 

qualities - what a great identity! 

2. To empower them with purpose by encouraging them to look 
for ways God can use those things in His great story, for His 
purposes. 

When we come to recognize that certain character qualities we see in 
others are from God, we can appreciate them for who God made them 
to be as well, and honor God’s purpose for them.  
What an honor it is to reflect God’s image and be a part of His eternal 
story, serving Him with the very qualities he endowed us with!  

~Mrs. Cleveland
Interim Principal
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Susan’s Musings


Notes from our Founding Principal

Hold on, hold on, hold on…. Spring, daylight savings, and vaccines are right around the corner!
Woohoo! Thank You, Lord! 

Everyone is talking about it…from the biggest decision makers in the country to liBle children in our 
classrooms. In almost every interview I’ve watched on TV, what folks have missed the most is hugging family 
members. The grandparents are parGcularly expressive and anxious to get their hands on the kids. When it 
all comes down, all other interests, values, work, travel and stuff don’t compare to family, connectedness, 
and love. Why? Because we are made to crave one another, to love, to serve, to appreciate because we have 
been created in God’s image and we reflect Him in the deepest areas of our souls (see Mrs. Cleveland’s piece 
above). It is how He draws us to Himself.

The world is going to be processing ‘the COVID years’ for a long Gme. God is somehow able to use everything 
for good in our lives, even within pain, grief and loss. Our enGre planet has had a wakeup call from God and 
as believers we have new opportuniGes to inject God’s loving plan into conversaGons. Just by asking others 
what they’ve missed the most during these long months, a conversaGon can quickly turn to the true cry of 
our hearts. Let’s all pray that together we can hear the sGll small voice of God bubbling up within our hearts 
and team up with our Creator to help turn hearts of pain, anxiety, and need to Him!

Meanwhile, we are sGll “in it,” growing weary and wanGng to unwind the knots of anxiety and fear from our 
hearts and minds. Just yesterday I heard neuroscienGst, Judson Brewer, talking about how to unwind anxiety 
in our brains. Because I realize that all truth is God’s truth, I already know that if his theories are true they are 
from God. This scienGst believes that kindness is the anGdote for anxiety. Kindness to yourself and kindness 
toward others can be helpful in overcoming our anxious thoughts!  Sounds familiar doesn’t it?  

37 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your 
mind.’[e] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’[f] MaIhew 22:37-39 

And remember what Paul related to the Philippians in chapter 4:6-7 

6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all 
he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace 
will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 

        ~Hanging on to Jesus,
Susan Hayward, Founding Principal

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23884e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23886f
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LOOKING FOR SUPPLY DONATIONS! 
Back at the beginning of the year, we asked each family to bring 3 containers of Clorox 
wipes.  We know they were scarce in September, bur our current “stash” is out.  If you 
find some Clorox wipes, or never donated them with your student’s school supplies, 

please send in wipes to the Office.  Our school is also running low on tissues and 
paper towels, and would appreciate any donations.  If every HCA family brought just 1, 

it would really make a difference. Thx so much! 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION and AmazonSmile! 
You can support our school by downloading the Box Tops for Education app and 

scanning receipts to benefit Holden Christian Academy, or using smile.amazon.com to 
generate donations to benefit HCA!  Please use our parent-ministry “Holden Chapel, 

Inc.” when searching AmazonSmile for a benefitting organization! 

NEED SERVICE HOURS? 
We are looking for someone who is computer-savvy who can help us with the 

archiving of some digital photos from home.  If this piques your interest, please email 

ITS SPRINGTIME!  
…. and that means MUD!   

Please remember that ALL 
STUDENTS will be going outside 
regularly.  Please pack appropriate 

clothing and footwear, especially 
knowing that some days may be more 

muddy than others!  Students are 
welcome to keep a bag at school with 

extra shoes/muckboots/etc. 

Food for Life Challenge! 
For the entire month of March, our 

students are competing to see which 
class can eat the healthiest snacks & 

lunches!  We are counting fresh fruits and 
veggies at snack and lunch for a 

classroom competition, and any colors 
students eat will help to color in our big 
rainbow bulletin board - RED, ORANGE, 

YELLOW, GREEN, BLUE, and 
PURPLE….it’s not too late to participate 

in this FFL Challenge!   
So what are YOU packing for lunch 

http://www.holdenchristianacademy.org/summer
http://smile.amazon.com
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Royal Read-a-Thon Results
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! HCA Parents,
The Royal Read-a-thon has concluded. We have raised just over $16,000! HUZZAH! 
HCA has logged 108.085 minutes of reading!  To put that in perspective, that would be like sitting down and reading 
for 1801 hours or 75 days or for 2.5 months straight!  HUZZAH!

Congratulations to Our Top Readers and $ Raisers per grade. They are:
Gr K Ethan Aiden 
Gr 1 Alexis Ella
Gr 2 Zuri-Hannah Seth
Gr 3 Kemi Jackson
Gr 4 Luciana Elena
Gr 5 Tayo Jeremiah
Gr 6 Wesley Alexi
Gr 7 Jocelyn Abigail
Gr 8 Molly Liam

We will be honoring our winners on Medieval Monday , March 15 by having a “Knighting/Princessing” Ceremony 
in chapel which begins at 8:45am.

In the past several years, Read-a-thon winners have been treated to a limo ride and a shopping trip at 
Scholastic Books. This year our winners will be receiving their royal ride from a horse of course!  Each child will 
receive a gift certificate to Cornerstone Ranch (owned and operated by an HCA Alum family). Cornerstone offers 
wonderful opportunities for families including sleigh rides, wagon rides, trail rides, horse lessons, and even birthday 
parties.   
Also honored that day will be our 2020 Read-a-Thon winners who were unable to be properly celebrated last year in 
March due to our school Covid closure. Those winners are: Navia, Selah, Eliza, Alexi, David, Jonathan, Tayo, Kemi, 
Jackson, Ella, Micah, Scarlet, Eleanor, Zuri-Hannah, Jocelyn, Jeremiah, Luciana, Saidah, Liam, and Emma.

All students and staff are encouraged to dress up that day in Medieval costumes (knights, princesses, kings, queens, 
jesters, troubadours, peasants…). We will be handing out medieval prizes and free ice cream after lunch.  

Thank you for your enthusiastic support for our Royal Read-a-thon and for HCA!
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Preschool News!
Important Dates to 
know for PK: 

March 19 NO school PK-8th 
(Staff Development Day) 

March 25 - Royal Ball in PK 
(details TBA) 

Helpers Wanted: 

We welcome parent 
volunteers to be recess 
helpers on a daily basis.  
Recess for Preschool is 
10:00am-12:00pm Monday 
through Friday.   

Please make sure you’ve 
submitted your CORI check 
forms (found on our website) 
as well as a copy of your 
license before you volunteer.  
Parents may sign up to be on 
the recess monitor schedule 
HERE.   

This month, HCA Preschoolers join the big kids in learning about 
kingdoms! We explore kingdoms through fairy tales and nursery 
rhymes, but most of all, we celebrate who we are in the Kingdom 
of God!  

So far, our Preschoolers have loved using their vivid imaginations 
to play princes and princesses in castles, building castles with 
blocks and shapes, and exploring stained glass creations with 
tissue paper (always a hit in Preschool!).  King Bidgood (Mr. 
Matt) visited us in a socially distant “castle” to read us the classic, 
King Bidgood in the Bathtub, and greet the children. They loved 
introducing themselves to the king and being in the presence of 
royalty (to them it was very official!), and what a parallel we can 
draw to how our hearts should be before the King of Kings, 
humble and in awe of Who He is. 

We observed many nimble preschoolers jumping over their 
candlesticks, even if from home for some remote learning time. 
Jack be Nimble was so catchy and fun to act out together on 
Zoom. Other tales we have loved are Old King Cole, Hickory 
Dickory Dock and The Queen of Hearts.  

We are greatly looking forward to our Royal Ball at the end of 
March. Preschoolers and teachers will be able to come to school 
dressed in their regal best for an afternoon of dancing, fancy 
treats and goblets, royal games and celebratory music. Children 
will be reminded of their place in God’s Kingdom, as His precious 
beloved sons and daughters of the King of Kings! 

https://www.csmedia1.com/holdenchristianacademy.org/cori-request-form---9-2012.pdf
https://www.csmedia1.com/holdenchristianacademy.org/cori-request-form---9-2012.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848acac2caafd0-volunteer
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Remote Preschool “Morning Meeting”…..can’t wait to see you all next week!

Giving our bodies rest in order to stay 
healthy!

Learning about healthy bodies and 
bones!
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Team A News!
Help Needed: 

We are always in need of recess 
monitor helpers on a daily basis.  
Recess for Team A is 
11:30am-12:00pm Monday 
through Friday.  You may sign up 
to be on the recess monitor 
schedule HERE.  

 
Looking for Extra 
Outdoor Gear:

Do you have any clean 
and in-good condition 
extra outdoor gear in 
children’s sizes 5 to 9 
(boots, gloves, jacket, 
hat)? Would you be so 
generous to donate to 
Team A’s  “emergency” 
outdoor gear for children 
who may have forgotten 
their gear for the day? We 
would love for all 
students to be able to go 
outside and not be 
freezing cold or too wet! 
Thank you in advance for 
your generosity!

Kindergarten Update: 

 God is so wonderful!  We are so blessed to be able to 
attend school in person.  I pray everyday that God continues to 
keep our school, students, and staff safe and healthy, and that we 
can continue to keep our school doors open.  It is so important 
that our little ones are able to remain in-person and are able to 
interact with other children.  I have seen such growth from the 
beginning of the year with  Kindergarten.  We have become a 
great family; everyone is always willing to help their friends 
when needed.

  

      As the Read-a-Thon has come to an end, I want to say how 
proud I am of the entire Kindergarten.  Everyone did a fantastic 
job reading and recording minutes. Even though the Read-a-Thon 
has ended, we need to continue to keep reading.  Remember it is 
just as important for children to be read to, as it is for children 
to practice reading on their own, so I ask that you keep reading 
at home!


     We continue to learn about The Middle Ages.  So far, we 
have learned about the different parts of the castle and have 
practiced labeling them.  We are still continuing to make a castle 
wall in our classroom, where we will be displaying our stained 
glass.  We created castles and dragons out of the 2-D shapes 
we’ve  learned.  We even took advantage of the beautiful 
weather God blessed us with, and went outside to search for the 
different shapes that are in our everyday world. 

      
 There is still so much to learn before Term 3 ends.  Next 
week we will be jumping into large numbers for Math.  We will 
finish learning about simple machines (pulleys, inclined planes).  
We will continue to learn about the importance of following God’s 
word and reading more of the Adam Raccoon series.   
      ~Love, Mrs. Coombs


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848acac2caafd0-volunteer
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                                             First Grade Update: 
Our class has been working so hard over the past few weeks (and the year). I am so 

proud of and amazed by these students. Their enthusiasm for learning and doing new things is 
infectious and has been so uplifting to me during these past few very cold months. First grade 
did a wonderful job reading and raising money for our school! I have noticed growth in 
everyone’s reading skills and fluency since the beginning of February. I pray they continue to 
grow throughout the rest of the year. 

Our studies of simple machines and the middle ages have combined to help us 
transform our classroom into a castle! Be on the lookout for pictures in the upcoming weeks. I 
love the way our school integrates the subjects together. It allows for much deeper learning of 
all of the subjects and allows students to make connections on their own.  

As Pathways is being published, 1st and 2nd grade are completing a time of remote 
learning. The transition was smooth and I am grateful to all of the parents and family members 
who assisted during this transition. The first grade students were given a simple machine 
project to “catch a Leprechaun”. They have to design and create a trap for him using simple 
machines (pulleys, levers, inclined planes, wheels, axles, etc.) and write about how it will 
work. I love to see their individuality and creativity shine through on projects like this!  
 As we continue through the rest of Term 3, I want to encourage our class to continue to 
have endurance for the rest of the year. Taken from Hebrews chapter 12:1-2 “And let us run 
with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith.” We are so blessed to be together in person and to be a part of such a 
wonderful community of faith. Let us continue to run that race to the finish! 

           ~Mrs. Velarde 

Second Grade Update: 
It	feels	like	we	have	only	just	begun	learning	about	the	Medieval	Ages,	even	as	the	end	of	Term	3	is	
drawing	near.	As	a	teacher,	I	feel	as	if	I	have	taught	a	whirlwind	of	information,	but	still	haven’t	even	
gone	near	to	everything	I’d	like	to	teach.	There’s	so	much	to	learn,	and	it’s	all	so	fun!	
HCA	had	its	annual	Read-a-Thon	in	February	and	2nd	grade	came	through	in	big	ways!	Not	only	did	
2nd	grade	earn	a	pizza	party	for	being	the	Jirst	class	in	the	school	to	have	every	student	register	for	
the	Read-a-Thon,	they	also	came	in	2nd	place	for	total	minutes	read	in	February.	Thank	you	for	
supporting	our	2nd	grade	class	with	your	prayers,	Jinancial	gifts,	and	encouragement	to	keep	
reading!		
As	we	send	out	this	Pathways,	2nd	grade	will	be	wrapping	up	on	a	week	of	remote	learning.	We	made	
it	over	half	way	through	the	school	year	in-person,	and	with	this	small	break	behind	us,	we	are	aiming	
to	make	it	the	other	half	in-person,	too.	Our	time	with	remote	learning	had	a	smooth	transition	thanks	
to	the	awesome	students	and	their	families.	Our	class	continued	to	learn	multiplication	with	egg	
cartons,	parables	of	a	knight	and	a	prince	from	theologian	R.C.	Sproul	and	experiment	with	everyday	
objects	on	how	simple	tools	make	work	easier-all	virtually.	I	am	thankful	my	gifts	of	teaching	and	
nurturing	are	being	used	in	God’s	Kingdom	for	my students.	As	we	approach	spring,	the	season	of	
newness	and	redemption	after	a	long	winter,	will	you	join	me	in	prayer:	that	I	would	have	a	new	
brightness	brought	to	my	eyes,	speciJically	on	how	to	best educate	and	guide	these	sweet	students.	

~Mrs.	Penza	
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Team A Together:  
Team A is enjoying all the ways we are able to celebrate our learning together. We’ve done 
some beautiful Medieval Art, as well as Medieval engineering over the past 7 weeks. We are 
going to be putting on a small play for each other for the end of the term about a dragon. 
What better way to create historical fiction than a play?! The students’ learning will continue 
as we enter into Term 4 which focuses on the Renaissance, where drama was brought to the 
forefront with William Shakespeare.  

We would like to remind parents/guardians to send in outdoor winter gear for your 
child(ren) for the current winter weather (hopefully not much longer). We will be spending 
as much time as possible outside, even in rain, cold temperatures and snow. Please send your 
child(ren) with boots and snowpants to leave at school during the week, as well as an extra 
pair of gloves and a hat (maybe even extra socks to be kept in their backpacks). Teachers will 
send outdoor gear home every weekend to be washed.  

Thank you for your continued support and partnership with us! 
Mrs. Amanda Coombs, Kindergarten; Mrs. Velarde, Grade 1; Mrs. Penza, Grade 2 

Kindergarten is building a castle wall 
in their classroom! 

Kindergarten on the hunt for shapes 
outside!  
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From	Ms.	Rennie’s	Desk:  

I love seeing what color fruits and vegetables the students are bringing in 
for our Food for Life Challenge.  YAY to healthy eaGng!!!  

In Math, third grade is half-way through our unit on Measurements.  
Comparing the Customary Standard to Metric System can be a challenge.  
We are sGll not sure why the U.S. is only one out of three places in the 
world that sGll uses the Customary System.  Can you guess which three 
countries are the only ones in the world who do not use the Metric 
System?

......The United States, Liberia, and Burma (aka Myanmar) 

Fourth grade is doing so well in understanding decimals, raGos, fracGons, 
and probability.  It is so exciGng to see how at the beginning of a lesson 
the students feel like they’ll never get it…and then by the end of the 
lesson, they are proficient 
and have gained a 
beauGful confidence.  

Keep pracGcing those 
mulGplicaGon facts, both 
3rd & 4th grades! ☺

All my students created an 
amazing bulleGn board of 
simple machines.  They 
received a box of 
miscellaneous items and 
did an amazing job 
creaGng.  No paBerns, no 
direcGons,  just their 
engineering minds.  Very 
exciGng.   

Team B News!
Class 
Announcements: 

1) Don’t forget to pack 
appropriate footwear for all 
kinds of outdoor learning 
opportunities as the snow 
thaws!  

2) Mrs. Heenan is looking for 
the plastic mesh “bags” that 
lemons, clementines, and 
other produce comes…she’s 
working on a project and 
needs some so please send 
what you to have Grade 4.  

Help Needed: 

We are always in need of 
recess monitor helpers on a 
daily basis.  Recess for Team B 
is 12:00-12:30pm Monday 
through Friday.  This is a role 
for HCA parents to fill.  Please 
make sure you’ve submitted 
your CORI check forms (found 
on our website) as well as a 
copy of your license before 
you volunteer.  You may sign 
up to be on the recess monitor 
schedule HERE.   

https://www.csmedia1.com/holdenchristianacademy.org/cori-request-form---9-2012.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848acac2caafd0-volunteer
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From Mrs. Heenan’s Desk: 

During the last two weeks, Grade 3 and 4 have been learning about so many different topics. From Medieval 
Kingdoms to castle construcGon, grammar, parables, medieval literature, and the Apostle’s Creed. 

Another exciGng thing that happen is our hamsters, Snowball and BuBerscotch, became parents! The students 
are incredibly excited to watch the process of the 10+ babies grow up. They have now started growing fur but 
have not opened their eyes yet. If anyone wants to adopt one in a few weeks,  grades 3 and 4 get the first choice.

The bulleGn board of our Scomsh kingdom is looking fabulous!  The students have been adding to it as they learn 
more about medieval Scotland.  This unit has captured the interest of every single student. We are starGng to 
build a “brick” castle, and it is being constructed as if it were a real castle in medieval Gmes! It is a lot of work 
and not easy, but the students work as a team and do a great job!

In Bible, we have also been learning about all the different parables.  The students first hear the parable, then 
talk about it in order to increase understanding, then do a cran that symbolizes the parable.  So far, we have 
worked on The Lost Sheep, The Sower, The Workers in the Vineyard, and the Prodigal Son. We sGll have at least 
four more to go!  

           ~Mrs.Heenan

This week we’ve been enjoying their presentaGons of their simple machines assignment to create a 
compound simple machine that could “trap” a stuffed animal.  Their creaGvity is so great!!  They are 
displayed under the stair across from our EaGng the Rainbow (see picture below!). AMAZING!  
           ~Love, Ms. Rennie 

Grade 4 welcome hamster babies! Team B Inventors with their simple 
machines
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Middle School News!
What's New in Mrs. Gordon’s  Science Class(es)? 

Science - Our science fair projects are underway! The students 
are busy researching and will begin experimenting soon. Though 
this process can, at times, feel laborious, there is so much for all 
of us to learn through practicing perseverance. Reminder: Please 
help your children order, find, and/or arrange whatever is needed 
in order for them to complete their experiment by 4/1/21. 

Mrs. Foose, an HCA mom and clinical pharmacist, inspired our 
students during this month's Scientist Spotlight. The students 
were surprised by how much the scientific method is a part of her 
everyday work, and we all learned a bit more about what 
pharmacists actually do (ask your students about this to learn 
something you may not know). 

Health - The 7th and 8th grade students are exploring both the 
fascinating body of growing research on sleep, as well as their 
own sleep habits and patterns through sleep logs. 

Outdoor Education - Can you feel it? Spring is beginning to 
spring, and what could be more exciting? There will be no 
complaining about some days being too cold, the snowfall that 
may still lie ahead of us, or the mud. We will fixate on the beauty 
of the season and seize every opportunity to be outside. We will 
nature journal, eat 
our lunches 
outside when we 
are able, and take 
muddy walks. 

The Food For Life 
Challenge has led 
to lots of healthy 
eating here at 
school and we 
want to keep up 
the good work! 
Encourage 
students to bring 
two or more 
servings of fruits 
and vegetables to 
eat at school each 
day. 

Middle School 
Announcements: 

DON’T FORGET our “Food 
For Life Challenge”!  Middle 
School students should pack 
2 or more servings of fruits 
and vegetables 

The middle school students 
must come to school 
prepared to go outside 
everyday in almost any 
weather throughout the 
Spring. We will continue to 
take advantage of active 
outdoor learning 
opportunities in Food For 
Life, Outdoor Education, 
and sometimes Science. You 
may send in layers/boots/
gloves to leave at school if 
you have extras or they 
can bring things back and 
forth everyday. If you 
need help acquiring 
items, please reach out to 
Mrs. Gordon and we will 
help you hunt something 
down! 

Don’t forget to pack your veggies!
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What’s New in L.A. with Mr. Shea?!
Hello Team C Parents! 

The last few weeks have felt like a blur between February Break and the good weather finally breaking down the 
spell that winter always seems to hold on us.  I hope that you have all been able to take advantage of the warm 
weather that we are experiencing!  As spring starts to settle in, please encourage your students to be on the lookout 
for the different natural signs of spring (things like budding trees, greening grass, and animals returning from 
hibernation/migration).  Spotting and describing this return-to-life can only help them in their studies! 

In Hands on History, students have begun designing and building castles for an end of the term capture the flag/
dodgeball style game to simulate how and why people of the Middle Ages lived in and around castles.  Students are 
hard at work creating and building their defenses!  Please be aware that all of the middle school students are very 
excited about the game they are preparing for, and their ideas match their excitement.  My plan is for this project to 
cost next to nothing to complete.  So, any cardboard, scrap materials, or supplies that you are looking to get rid of 
are welcome!  And, don’t let you students attempt to purchase an expensive supply item for the project.  Part of 
castle building is using the materials available and not necessarily “importing” the best/most costly materials. 

In Language Arts, students will be starting a new novel this week!  CS Lewis’ “The Voyage of the Dawn Treader.”   We 
have spent the week preparing for the story and will begin reading shortly.  Students will have nightly reading 
assignments that they should complete in order to keep up with classroom activities and discussions.  The story 
focuses on God’s purpose and desires for our lives. 

Science Fair continues to move forward as well.  Students have been asked to ignore due dates on the Science Fair 
Project Grid if they relate to work on the Science Fair Essay.  Mr. Shea is taking a different approach on the essay 
than the one used by Science Buddies.  Please watch Google Classroom and Student Planners for details and due 
dates for the essay. 

I hope everyone is having a wonderful start to their spring season!  Please feel free to contact Mr. Shea by email 
(jshea@holdenchristianacademy.org) with any questions! 

God Bless!

A WORD from Mr. HayWARD
 

7/8 Bible Class: 
Having tracked Paul through his missionary journeys, we are now looking  at some of the letters he 
wrote back to some of the churches he helped start. What were the problems and questions they had 
in the first century regarding how to faithfully follow Jesus? How did Paul advise them? And most 
importantly, how should we address the same kinds of questions and issues today? For instance, if 
Paul said women should wear hats in church (1 Cor 11.5), how come we don't (except by choice)? Or 
if women are to be silent in worship (1 Cor 14.34), why had Paul just  instructed them on the proper 
way for women to speak in church (1 Cor  11.5)? Fun debates! 


5-8 History Class: 
This week with the warmth streaming back in (for awhile,  anyway), we're already beginning to look 
forward to getting back outdoors for class, just like we did for Term 1 and the beginning of Term 2.  
But until then, as we finish up Term 3 later this month, we continue our exploration of the Middle Ages 
with the monastic movement, largely  responsible for maintaining literature, music, education and 
hope during  those dark centuries when so much was lost. Without monks diligently  copying 
whatever manuscripts they could find, it is unlikely we would have  a Bible, never mind know much of 
anything about ancient history and  literature. We give them their due.

Next we will spend some time on a typical English manor at the turn of the  first millennium. What was 
life like for them? Food, drink, work, leisure,  worship? How did they go about their daily lives, 
spending virtually all  their time in that one place? What was different in 1000 AD, and what was  the 
same?

Then its' on to the beginning of "Christian" Europe's clash - ongoing to  this very day - with Islam. 
Students will learn the basics of the Islamic  faith and how it spread throughout northern Africa and 
into southern  Europe, comparing and contrasting its' tenants with those of Biblical  Christianity. That 
takes us up to the later middle ages and the ravages of  the Bubonic Plague in the mid 1300's. For 
those who survived it, a new  kind of world would open up...but that's for Term 4!

mailto:jshea@holdenchristianacademy.org
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