
Holden Christian Academy 
Middle School Summer Reading Project ~ June 2021 
For students entering Grades 5 – 8 
Dear Students, 

Holden Christian Academy’s summer reading program is designed to 
encourage you to remain active in academics during the summer months. 
Research has shown that some skills are lost or become lax during this 
period. Our summer reading project will go a long way to reducing this 
trend and reinforce the strong academic focus of our school year. We 
strongly encourage you to make opportunities to read and write beyond 
these requirements throughout the summer to keep up your academic 
skills. 

You are asked to read Two books. Please be sure a parent/guardian 
reviews your selection to determine the appropriateness of your choice 
for grade and/or reading level. Focus on the Family provides a book 
review service for parents/guardians through its website. Visit 
www.ThrivingFamily.com for more information. After reading your 
books, complete a project from the Language Arts Summer Project 
List. There are many options. Please read through and find one that suits 
you best. Your overall goal is to prove that you read the book and under- 
stood it! 

The deadline for submitting all projects is the First Monday of 
September that school is in session. I’ve included a list of additional 
options for more reading and writing fun. I do hope you will try some of 
these opportunities as well. (You will be awarded extra credit for any 
extra writing that you choose to do over the summer! Please bring any 
writing in at the beginning of the school year.) 

Should you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at jshea@holdenchristianacademy.org . Thank you 
for your support of the summer reading program. We pray that your 
summer will be enjoyable, restful, and filled with reading. 



Blessings, 
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students entering Grades 5 – 8 
In addition to the reading, choose ONE project to complete for the book 
that you read. This assignment is due on the First Monday of September 
that school is in session. 

Language Arts Summer Project List 

! "!#Select a scene from the book and rewrite it as a play. Include 
costuming, stage directions, and a list of characters. Construct puppets 
and present a show of the scene that you have selected.  

! "!#Create a newspaper for your book. Summarize the plot in one 
article, expose two conflicts in two additional articles, cover the weather 
in another, do a feature story on one of the more interesting characters in 
another. Include an editorial and collection of advertisements that would 
be pertinent to the story.  

! "!#Create a soundtrack for the book with at least 10 songs along 
with a short paragraph explain- ing the significance and pertinence of 
each song to the novel.  

! "!#Chose one of the main characters and rewrite a scene or the plot 
from his/her point of view.  



! "!#Create a PowerPoint presentation describing the elements of 
fiction (setting, plot, characters,  
theme and mood) as they relate to your book with at least 12 slides of 
animation  

! "!#Create a board game that incorporates the characters, setting, 
and plot of the novel.  

! "!#Create a collage of at least 20 pictures. Explain how each 
picture connects to the book.  

! "!#Make a picture book of the novel; include original artwork and 
illustrations. Summarize the plot of the story in at least 10 pages (setting, 
characters, conflicts, resolution).  

! "!#Write a characterization of two of the characters in the book. Be 
sure to include a description of what the characters look like, interests, 
personality, and feelings throughout the book. Use at least four quotes 
from the book to support your characterization. Draw a portrait to 
accom- pany each description.  

! "!#Written book review for Amazon.com (Please create this review 
on a Microsoft Word or Google doc to turn in.)  

! "!#Create a video or audio book review for the HCA website (see 
additional page for instructions)!
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Additional Summer Reading and Writing Fun 

Here are a few additional activities that will bring more reading & 
writing fun to the summer: 

Keep a journal of what you do throughout the summer ( a trip journal or 
daily journal) Read through magazines that you didn’t have time for 
during the school year and write a letter to the magazine’s editors in 
response to something you read and enjoyed 
Create a game for you and your family and write out the rules and 
directions for the game Write a letter to a family member, friend, 
teacher, etc. and send it 

Create postcards for things you do this summer; take a picture, print it, 
and on the back write what you did or what’s happening in the picture 
Write a story about a creature in your backyard or an imaginary creature 
that lives in your vehicle and goes on a road trip with you & illustrate 
your story 

Note:  The Hanover Theater is sponsoring a Shakespeare in the 
Park event from August 4-22nd.  They are planning to perform 
William Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar” each day at the Worcester 
City Hall.  Check out https://thehanovertheatre.org/juliuscaesar for 
more details.

Students will be allowed to view the play and complete one of the 
projects in lieu of reading a second book over the summer.

https://thehanovertheatre.org/juliuscaesar

