
Holden Christian Academy 

Middle School Summer Reading Project ~ June 2019 

For students entering Grades 5 – 8 

 

Dear Students, 

Holden Christian Academy’s summer reading program is designed to encourage you to 

remain active in academics during the summer months.  Research has shown that some skills are 

lost or become lax during this period.  Our summer reading project will go a long way to 

reducing this trend and reinforce the strong academic focus of our school year.  We strongly 

encourage you to make opportunities to read and write beyond these requirements throughout the 

summer to keep up your academic skills. 

Next year’s theme is “An Unchanging God in a Changing World.”  Everyone has 

experienced change.  This year’s theme will show us that despite all the changes we experience, 

God is always the same and is always faithful!  I would encourage reading books that reflect that 

new theme.  However, don’t forget what we have just learned about “Our Heritage,” as well.  

Make connections as you read and explore materials about how our heritage and God’s 

unchanging nature are closely linked.   

Now, on to your summer task…  You are required to read Two books.  Please be sure a 

parent/guardian reviews your selection to determine the appropriateness of your choice for grade 

and/or reading level.  Focus on the Family provides a book review service for parents/guardians 

through its website.  Visit www.ThrivingFamily.com for more information.  After reading your 

book, you are required to complete ONE project from the Language Arts Summer Project 

List.  There are many options.  Please read through and find one that suits you best.   

The deadline for submitting all projects is the First Monday of September that school 

is in session.  This will be the first Reading & Writing grade of the school year.  I’ve also 

included a list of additional options for more reading and writing fun.  I do hope you will try 

some of those opportunities as well.   

Should you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 

me at jshea@holdenchristianacademy.org . Thank you for your support of the summer reading 

program. We pray that your summer will be enjoyable, restful, and filled with reading.   

 

Blessings, 

Mr. Shea 
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In addition to the required reading, you must choose ONE project to complete for the book that 

you read. This assignment is due on the First Monday of September that school is in session. 

 

Language Arts Summer Project List 

✓ Select a scene from the book and rewrite it as a play. Include costuming, stage directions, and 

a list of characters. Construct puppets and present a show of the scene that you have selected.  

✓ Create a newspaper for your book. Summarize the plot in one article, expose two conflicts in 

two additional articles, cover the weather in another, do a feature story on one of the more 

interesting characters in another. Include an editorial and collection of advertisements that 

would be pertinent to the story.  

✓ Create a soundtrack for the book with at least 10 songs along with a short paragraph 

explaining the significance and pertinence of each song to the novel.  

✓ Chose one of the main characters and rewrite a scene or the plot from his/her point of view.  

✓ Create a PowerPoint presentation describing the elements of fiction (setting, plot, characters, 

theme and mood) as they relate to your book with at least 12 slides of animation  

✓ Create a board game that incorporates the characters, setting, and plot of the novel.  

✓ Create a collage of at least 20 pictures. Explain how each picture connects to the book.  

✓ Make a picture book of the novel; include original artwork and illustrations. Summarize the 

plot of the story in at least 10 pages (setting, characters, conflicts, resolution).  

✓ Write a characterization of two of the characters in the book. Be sure to include a description 

of what the characters look like, interests, personality, and feelings throughout the book. Use 

at least four quotes from the book to support your characterization. Draw a portrait to 

accompany each description.  

✓ Written book review for Amazon.com (see additional page for instructions) 

✓ Create a video or audio book review for the HCA website (see additional page for 

instructions)  
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Amazon Review Instructions 

You or a family member must have an Amazon.com account in order to submit a review.  

Follow these steps, once you have read your book: 

1) Write a rough draft (or 2 or 3) summarizing and giving your opinion about the book.  Be 

sure to use good supporting evidence.  Read the tips for a good review given below.  

Make sure you have checked for grammatical and spelling errors.  Make a final copy 

using a computer.  This will make it easy for cutting and pasting when it’s time to add it 

to Amazon.com.   

2) Log in to Amazon.com.  Search for your book title in the ‘search’ line. 

3) Once you find the book, scroll down to the book reviews.  Typically, you will find some 

reviews there already.  Take some time to read those reviews (if available) and make note 

of anything that you find missing.  Be sure to include good information in your review. 

4) Click on the Write a customer review  tab.  (It’s a bluish-purple color) 

5) Create a pen name.  Indicate that you are over the age of 13 and give the book a rating.  

Remember a “5 star” rating is the best.  Give your review a title that is catchy and 

interesting. 

6) Proceed to “Share your opinion on this item.”   

7) Place your review in there.  Remember this is a written review, not video. 

8) Be sure to preview your review before you submit it and agree to the Terms and 

Conditions of the Amazon.com website. 

9) Once you have submitted your review, please send a message to me at 

jshea@holdenchristianacademy.org  with your pen name, so I can go on the site and read 

what you’ve submitted. 

 

What makes a good review? (from Amazon.com) 

 Be detailed and specific. What would you have wanted to know before you purchased the 

product?  

 Not too short and not too long. Aim for between 75 and 300 words.  
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Book Review for HCA Website Instructions 

 

1) Write a rough draft (or 2 or 3) summarizing and giving your opinion about the book.  Be 

sure to use good supporting evidence.  Read the tips for a good review given below.  

Make sure you have checked for grammatical and spelling errors.  Make a final copy 

using a computer.  This will make it easy for you to read as you record yourself.  Make 

sure to use words and phrases that are vivid and paint a picture in the mind of your 

viewers. 

2) Record yourself several times reading your review.  As you practice, try to work on 

knowing your script well so that you only need to glance at it from time to time.  Keep 

eye contact with the camera.  Use good facial expressions to enhance the viewer 

experience of watching your review. 

3) Watch your practice reviews and make notes about your presentations.  Are you speaking 

too quickly?  Is your diction clear?  Are you speaking loudly enough to be heard clearly?  

Do your word choices indicate comfort with what you are saying?  Have you given 

credible information for your viewers to make an informed decision about this book? 

4) Once you are satisfied with your video recording.  You may submit it to me at 

jshea@holdenchristianacademy.org or bring it on a flash drive to Orientation.  

 

 

 

For video reviews 

• Make it fun! Who says you can't be informative and entertaining?  

• How about a little action? If it makes sense, cut to the product in use as you describe your 

experiences with it.  

• Video projects may be submitted to me through email (jshea@holdenchristianacademy.org), 

flash drive, or airdrop before/after orientation. 
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Additional Summer Reading and Writing Fun 

Here are a few additional activities that will bring more reading & writing fun to the summer: 

• Keep a journal of what you do throughout the summer ( a trip journal or daily journal) 

• Read through magazines that you didn’t have time for during the school year and write a 

letter to the magazine’s editors in response to something you read and enjoyed 

• Create a game for you and your family and write out the rules and directions for the game 

• Write a letter to a family member, friend, teacher, etc. and send it 

• Create postcards for things you do this summer; take a picture, print it, and on the back 

write what you did or what’s happening in the picture 

• Write a story about a creature in your backyard or an imaginary creature that lives in your 

vehicle and goes on a road trip with you & illustrate your story 


