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PATHWAYS
“SHOW ME YOUR WAYS, LORD, TEACH ME YOUR PATHS.” PSALM 25:4

HCA’s vision is to inspire students to love learning and live lives worthy of the calling of Christ.

UPCOMING
CALENDAR OF
EVENTS:
January 15 - Homeschool Day
(Term 3 Development Day)
January 18 - No School
(MLK Jr. Day)
January 22 - Term 2 Ends
February 3 - Term 3 Report Cards
(will be sent via email)
February 15-19 - No School
(Winter Vacation)

Health & Safety
Reminders:
As COVID-19 cases spike in our area,
please be increasingly diligent about
the health and safety of your
student. Please do not send your
child to school if:
*Any household members have
traveled out of state;
*Any household members have
tested positive for Covid;
*Your student has been a close
contact of someone who has tested
positive;
*Your student experiences any
Covid symptoms - remember Covid
presents as mild symptoms in
children, so we take mild symptoms
seriously!
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
It’s hard to believe that we are on the cusp of Term 3 already!
You may have noticed that a week or two prior to each new
term, our teachers and staff will have a Development Day
while students have a Homeschool Day. It is on these days
that our teachers and staff develop the concepts and themes
for the term, integrating them across subject areas. They will
also coordinate with team members to plan activities and
schoolwide events. You may be wondering, however, what
the expectations are for students on "homeschool days”?
Furthermore, how are Homeschool Days different from
remote learning days?
The idea of a Homeschool Day began long before remote
learning was a part of the vernacular. Homeschool Days
originated when we were having a winter with many snow
days. Between holidays, snow days, and staff development
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Principal’s Book of
Excellence Recipients:
Michael - creativity - for creating an
experiment for show and tell with
carbon dioxide
Brady - truthfulness - for telling the
truth about an incident
Remi - courage - for trying
something new
Zeke - helpfulness - being a diligent
helper to make sure Mrs. Heenan
gets up the stairs safely
Scarlet, Kylie, and Navia orderliness - keeping her binder
organized with no prompting
Elena - thoughtfulness - initiating
birthday and thank-you cards for
others

Don’t forget to
re-enroll!
The month of January is “reenrollment” for current HCA
students. This is an exclusive
opportunity to reserve your child’s
seat in a class for next year.
Beginning Feb. 1st we will open
spots to new students, so please
log into ParentsWeb to re-enroll
by Jan. 31st. More info went out
via email on 1/4 from Ms.
Graham.
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days, students seemed to be out of school more than they were
in. In an effort to keep students moving forward academically
in the midst of a very disjointed winter, we began to institute
staff development days as “homeschool days”. We wanted to
help students continue to learn in the term that was losing time,
instead of adding days to the school year in the heat of June, as
is typical for make up days. If students are able to work
continuously, there is not a need to make up days in June,
when productivity is at its lowest.
The term “homeschool day” is just a simple way to refer to
schoolwork required to be completed at home. They are not
like a genuine homeschool, where the parents choose and
implement the curriculum for each subject area, including
activities and projects. They are also different from a remote
learning day, where teachers will have synchronous time with
students online. Instead, students will be responsible for
completing assignment(s) from their teacher that complement
or continue what they are already studying.
Homeschool Days can be used for continuing work on school
projects, completing additional skill practice, reading a novel
for school, doing an enrichment activity, completing unfinished
work, etc. Information and assignments will be provided by the
teachers and given to students in advance. They should require
minimal help from parents, other than ensuring the work is
completed.
In the years we have had Homeschool Days for our students,
we have noted a more consistent rhythm present in the
learning. We are glad for the opportunity to use staff
Development Days to benefit our learners as well as our
teachers--and we are thankful for your partnership in them!
~Mrs. Nikki Cleveland, Interim Principal

Honoring God through
Creative learning and strong
Academics in a caring, fun-filled school!
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Susan’s Musings
Notes from our Founding Principal

Dear friends,
We are quickly approaching the halfway point in the school year and are grateful for God’s presence and
direction every step of the way. I am thankful for our leadership team who faithfully sought God’s will, and
chose to follow His leading even when we could not see the next step! Despite all the changes and restrictions
this has been a great year as we trust God day by day, step by step, decision by decision.
Now, we are looking ahead and refocusing on our vision, mission, and the programs that promote them.
Tomorrow (our Development Day) the staff will be doing a review and reboot of our Food for Life program,
especially for our newer teachers. We thought perhaps our entire HCA family would benefit from a review as
well. So here it goes:
The genesis of the Food for Life program was two-fold, passion and conviction. Several of us were passionate
gardeners who experienced God’s presence most fully when outside immersed in His creation. I believe that
the ‘naturalist’ gift functions much like the other gifts- musicians connect with God through music, artists
through art, writers through words, etc. We wanted to offer opportunities that enable everyone at HCA to
connect in the way God designed for them. Just as we all benefit from music, literature, and the arts, so too
we all benefit from experiencing God’s creation. For many, working in our garden is a healthy and fun part of
school, but for some it is a passionate spiritual need as well. We want to satisfy both.
The conviction to steer our Food For Life program toward healthy eating happened the day I greeted students
who were bringing food for class Christmas parties. As much as I love parties and party food, I was
overwhelmed by the amount of candy, cakes, goodies and unhealthy snacks that came through our door. I
knew we were doing a disservice to our students by encouraging it all. I met with the teachers and together we
sought God’s leading. We wanted to help our students make healthy choices in their lives and be good
stewards of all God’s gifts, including their bodies. Then they would be able to say “yes” to anything God has
planned for them to do. And so, Food for Life was established.
Our Food for Life program integrates gardening, nutrition and fitness into every grade, in each year of our
four-year cycle. It has been developed by our own educators over the past 12 years and it continues to grow,
change, and become even more useful in every way. FFL is “our baby” and we love it! Our Food for Life
program is nationally recognized and is a defining element of our curriculum.
Our largest garden consists of twenty raised- beds. They were constructed in 2010 by an enthusiastic group
of students, staff and families. Check out our FFL Power Point on our website for photos). It has been lovingly
planted, tended, harvested and used by all grades for learning, reflection, and recreation. It has provided a
visually beautiful, nutritionally beneficial and spirit-building focal point for our learning.
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After twelve years of use, the original garden boxes are falling apart and require some major and immediate
attention. We have learned a great deal in these years about gardening, composting, permaculture, the food
cycle, beneficial insects, sustainability and irrigation. We’ve decided to “renovate” our garden plan to
incorporate these ideas as well as inspire the current teachers. We anticipate greater understanding,
participation and buy-in for the entire program. Naturally, we have lots of ideas and the enthusiasm is
mounting every time it is discussed.
You will be hearing more about it as well and as soon as the weather turns more favorable for outdoor
service opportunities. I hope that you will choose to be a part of the project. Please pray for favor on the
grant we just submitted. It includes a large request to renovate/refresh our 20 raised-beds as well as
beautify our entrance with butterfly and bird gardens. We also asked for funds to provide better venues for
outdoor learning spaces by providing such things as a gravel base, benches or stump seats and perhaps
even a pavilion to provide shade. Please pray we can re-energize our determination to encourage one
another to be good stewards of our bodies and land. Our prayer is that our students will be equipped in
every way possible to do the work that God prepared in advance for them to do.
Joyfully in Him,
Susan Hayward, Founding Principal

From Mrs. M’s Art Cart:
Do you want to know how much
Square1Art paid us for our orders?!
HCA reaped the benefit of a
Our garden in full bloom!

$561.95!

Thank you to each and every family
who purchased items.

LOOKING FOR RED WIGGLERS!
Do you have a compost bin? A manure
pit? We are looking to collect red wigglers
for our classroom worm bins. If you have
some wiggly friends to donate, we’d
appreciate you sending them along (in a
bag or container of course!)!
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Hear ye! Hear Ye! HCA families The Royal Read-a-thon !
Packets with all the details will be
handed out in chapel to students
on Monday, January 25, 2021. The
packets will contain: a Letter to
Families with Login info, a
Sponsor Sheet, Dates to
Remember, a sample fundraising
email letter to use and a handy
Read-a-thon FAQ sheet.

The Royal Read-a-thon will soon be upon us! What is the Royal Read-a-thon you
ask? Each February, the HCA staff and students are asked to drop everything,
read, and raise money along the way.
Why have a Read-a-thon? There are so many positive reasons:
•

Students & Staff put down their screens & spend a whole month
focused on reading

•

Money is raised for our school!!! We use this money to enhance our
school and keep our tuition affordable.

•

Student Reading Levels get a boost every year during/after the Reada-Thon.

•

Many students discover or rediscover a love for reading! :)

•

The Read-a-thon is great for all ages. Being read to by parents or
others, or listening to audiobooks count, so even our youngest students can
participate.
(The Read-a-thon is optional for Kindergarten, because they
participated in the Trike-a-thon, but is highly encouraged!)

It’s easy to get started.
Your child will be given a username and password
(see letter in packet that will be sent on Monday, Jan. 25th)
and you will keep track of their minutes on Reading-Rewards.com.
You may even want to download the Reading Rewards app for easy logging.
If you have any questions feel free to contact Mrs. Lucier or Mrs. Velarde.

Happy Reading and Raising $ for HCA!
Deb Lucier, Literacy Specialist
Bridget Velarde, Teacher, Grade 1
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dlucier@holdenchristianacademy.org
bvelarde@holdenchristianacademy.org
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Preschool News!
Important Dates to
know for PK:
Wednesday, Jan. 27th-Decorate a box at home
(big enough to sit in as a
car!) and bring it in by
this day for our drive-in
movie day!

Helpers Wanted:

If you come into the Preschool classroom at HCA this
January, you will notice our Preschool friends having
“snow” much fun! Together the Preschoolers have been
celebrating how God has created us each in a unique way
and we can all work together to show our love for Him
and each other! This reminds us of snowflakes, how they
are unique and special just by themselves, but if all the
snowflakes come together, they make a beautiful
snowfall! Preschoolers have also been reading many
books about snow and wintertime, the animals that
hibernate and the ways God cares for nature, even in
winter.

We welcome parent
volunteers to be recess
helpers on a daily basis.
Recess for Preschool is
10:00am-12:00pm
Monday through Friday.
Please make sure you’ve
submitted your CORI
check forms (found on
our website) as well as a
copy of your license
before you volunteer.
Parents may sign up to be
on the recess monitor
schedule HERE.
Preschool having “snow” much fun!
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The preschoolers were so excited to learn about
Epiphany at the beginning of the month. Just as the
Magi followed a star sent by God to Jesus, we
followed our “stars” (glow sticks!) in our classroom
with a game of Hide and Seek. They also loved
creating a special gift for their families, and
brought those gifts home, just as the wisemen
brought gifts to Jesus. Our Food for Life program
was hard at work as we used dried sage that we had
picked from our Preschool Garden during the fall.
The children were able to tear the sage and add wax
flakes to their candle jars, all on their very own.
What a memorable way to give a meaningful gift!

Glow sticks (aka “stars”) were a hit!

We will be wrapping up January learning about
Transportation. We will celebrate with a “drive in
movie”, with our very own created box cars and
snacks! We love to learn these things through songs
and games, and acting out special roles like doctor
or police officer.
We are looking forward to joining HCA’s focus on
reading in February, with our preschool “Read to
Me” family calendar. More information will be sent
home soon.
As preschool teachers, we have loved seeing how your
children are growing in their faith and curiosity
about how God loves them. We can see their
independence evolving in their self help skills and
confidence (especially putting on snow gear daily)!
They are learning so many new things through
play and interaction with their peers, and we are so
grateful for every day we have in person in our
classroom. We always remember to thank God for
this gift of time together!
~Love, The Preschool Team: Mrs. Cunsolo, Mrs.
McKean, Miss Rose, Mrs. Queen, and Miss Joelle

Making the wise men for Epiphany.

HCA PATHWAYS NEWSLETTER
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Team A News!
Kindergarten Update:

Help Needed:
We are always in need of recess
monitor helpers on a daily basis.
Recess for Team A is
11:30am-12:00pm Monday
through Friday. You may sign up
to be on the recess monitor
schedule HERE.

Hello Kindergarten families!
I hope everyone enjoyed a fun and relaxing Christmas break,
celebrating Jesus’ birth with your family. Kindergarten is
continuing to work hard on our handwriting and letters. We
even took a break from the old pencil and paper routine, to
practice our letters in shaving cream!

Shaving cream is one of

the many ways that can help children build their fine motor
skills and coordination. Not only is it fun to use, it also is

Looking for Extra
Outdoor Gear:

great for cleaning surfaces - aka desks :).
We also recently took a look into cause and effect. The class
enjoyed reading Sneezy the Snowman and making some

Do you have any clean
and in-good condition
extra outdoor gear in
children’s sizes 5 to 9
(boots, gloves, jacket,
hat)? Would you be so
generous to donate to
Team A’s “emergency”
outdoor gear for children
who may have forgotten
their gear for the day? We
would love for all
students to be able to go
outside and not be
freezing cold or too wet!
Thank you in advance for
your generosity!
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snowmen of their own. Make sure to ask your child, what
would happen to their snowman if he got too close to
something that was hot! :-)
Play is important to healthy brain development. Classroom play
allows children to use their creativity and develop their
physical, cognitive and emotional strength. As Term 1 came to
a close and Term 2 began, I decided that Kindergarten needed
more time to play. As Term 2 now closes, Ms. Angel and I have
noticed that the children are beginning to have a better
understanding of what it means to play cooperatively and use
their imagination.
Term 3 is just around the corner and I know this is the Term
that Kindergarteners have been waiting for.

It is the Term that

our castle toys finally get to make an appearance!

Love, Mrs. Coombs

8

HCA Newsletter

January 14, 2020

First Grade Update:
Greetings from the roads of Rome! As we travel toward the end of the second term, we
are finishing up our studies of the Earth (science), Rome (history), Paul’s journeys
(Bible) and the roads that tied them together. We are learning about the four layers of
the Earth and how they cause changes in our world (Volcanoes and Pompeii). We
learned about Christ’s birth during the advent season and why it was important that He
came at that time in history. We are also learning about a man named Paul and why he
was so important to the story of God’s mercy and love. We studied how the Romans built
their roads and why/how they are still standing today!
As we look toward next term, we will be studying the Middle Ages - castles,
knights, kings and queens. The staff members are already working hard to prepare for
next term and make sure it is a memorable learning experience! Starting in February,
we will begin the royal Read-a-Thon! First grade is the grade with the most growth
between the beginning of the year and the end of the year. The Read-a-Thon is the
perfect time to help your children get really excited about reading. Help them find
stories on topics they are interested in, read to them at night, or let them see you
reading for fun! I have seen so much growth already in all of them as readers and I am
so excited to see where they will be by the end of the year.
Second Grade Update:
Hello Parents!
I hope you had a refreshing and memory-making Christmas break. Even if this year looked different, we continue to have
hope in the One who has come and will come again. It’s fitting we were able to walk through the Advent Season together
because we’ll now be learning about those who were sent out by Jesus to share the Gospel to the world. One of the main
missionaries from the early Church we’ll be hearing about is Paul. Paul’s 180 degree testimony is just the beginning of his
story. There are just as many crazy stories about how God used him for the Church. We’ll be able to tie in Roman road
making, Roman soldier armor, healthy eating (Eating the Rainbow) and more, through the lens of Paul’s story because of
where he so boldly brought the Good News of Jesus!
I’ve already had a couple of the 2nd graders ask me, “is it a new term yet?”. I have responded with, “not yet, but we’ll be
doing some really cool learning in the new term”. I’m actually glad to be hearing this question since we returned from
Christmas break because it’s another way I know these students are excited for learning!
I’m already preparing for Term 3’s time period: Medieval/Middle Ages. The staff is in the beginning stages of planning a safe
“Medieval Feast” for all of the students at HCA, as well as learning about castle life. My hope is that as the students continue
to learn about these ancient civilizations they will make more and more connections between the different civilizations, as well
as seeing their own role in OUR CURRENT CIVILIZATION. How can they make an impact in God’s Everlasting
Kingdom?
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love,
in faith and in purity. Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.”
- 1 Timothy 4:12-13

HCA PATHWAYS NEWSLETTER
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Team A Together:
Team A is on a “cruise” through the Ancient Roman Empire to see, taste and smell where Paul walked as he shared the
Good News of Jesus. The cruise directors (Team A teachers) have so many fun activities and hands-on learning
experiences to help each child get a better understanding of what the world looked like at that time. We’ll even be making
videos to share with the rest of HCA highlighting some of God’s power through Paul.
We would like to remind parents/guardians to send in outdoor winter gear for your child(ren) for the current winter weather.
We will be spending as much time as possible outside, even in rain, cold temperatures and snow. Please send your
child(ren) with boots and snowpants to leave at school during the week, as well as an extra pair of gloves and a hat (maybe
even extra socks to be kept in their backpacks). Teachers will send outdoor gear home every weekend to be washed.

Kindergarten made “melted
snowmen”!

Writing in shaving cream is fun!

HCA PATHWAYS NEWSLETTER

Team A had an Ancient Roman food
tasting!

A is for Apple!

10

HCA Newsletter

January 14, 2020

Team B News!
Class
Announcements:
Mrs. Heenan is looking for
Pringles containers for an
upcoming project. If you
have any, please send cleaned
containers in to Grade 4!
Thanks!

Grade 3 Updates:
I thank all of you for your generous gifts and contributions to our fun Christmas party. I
am very grateful to be back on campus after a wonderful and restful vacation.
Third grade is knee deep in multiplication and division.
Both 3rd & 4th grades: PLEASE practice those facts everyday - even if it’s for 5 minutes in
the car.
3rd grade is getting ready to transform our classroom into a Jewish synagogue in Berea
for Paul’s journey. Because we can’t mix cohorts, we will be videotaping this celebration
and sharing it with other classes the week of January 19-22nd.

Help Needed:
We are always in need of
recess monitor helpers on a
daily basis. Recess for Team B
is 12:00-12:30pm Monday
through Friday. This is a role
for HCA parents to fill. Please
make sure you’ve submitted
your CORI check forms (found
on our website) as well as a
copy of your license before
you volunteer. You may sign
up to be on the recess monitor
schedule HERE.

Fourth grade finished up geometry and is now building on our multiplication/division
knowledge with double and triple digits. WOOHOO!!! Fun stuff!!!
Both 3rd and 4th grades have been learning about structures/layers of the earth, volcanos,
and earthquakes.
In Term 3 we learn about Simple Machines -pulleys, levers, wedges, screws, wheels &
axles- and the ever-cool catapult, as we start our studies of the Middle Ages/Medieval
Times.
Thank you and blessings for your continued love and support!!
~Ms. Rennie

Grade 3 working on a Berea flag.
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Did you hear?

Rome Archaeologists in Pompeii, the city buried
in a volcanic eruption in 79 AD, have made the
extraordinary ﬁnd of a frescoed hot food and
drinks shop that served up the ancient

equivalent of street food to Roman passersby.

Known as a termopolium, Latin for “hot drinks
counter”, the shop was discovered in the

archaeological park’s Regio V site, which is not
yet open to the public, and unveiled on

Saturday, December 26, 2020. The traces of

nearly-2,000-year-old food were found in some
of the deep terra cotta jars. The shopkeeper

would lower these jars into circular holes in the
counter. The front of the counter was decorated
with brightly colored frescoes, some depicting

animals that were part of the ingredients in the
food sold, such as a chicken and two ducks

hanging upside down. Archaeologists also

found a decorated bronze drinking bowl known

as a patera, ceramic jars used for cooking stews
and soups, wine ﬂasks and amphora.

This is an extraordinary ﬁnd. It’s the ﬁrst time
we are excavating an entire termopolium,” said
Massimo Ossana, director of the Pompeii
archaeological park.

Being able to view this living history is
so exciting!!
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Grade 4 update:

Last week the students all worked
very hard writing business letters to
potato chip companies explaining
how they invented their own kind of
chip for our Greek Olympics. Of
course we had to cook them again
so we could take pictures. Eating
them was definitely the highlight of
the week. We also made tea from
our harvest. This week we are
finishing up our “Civilization”
essays, posters, standards, shields
and mosaics. We are also working
on a puppet show depicting Paul’s
Journey as portrayed in Acts
17:16-33.
I cannot wait to see everybody’s
book report, which is due on the
19th. (We are closed on MLK day). I
am working very hard with your
students to keep their binders
organized. This will be a skill they
need for grade 5. Please feel free to
ask them to show you their binders
and if they are organized.
~Blessings, Mrs. Heenan
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Middle School News!
Middle School
Announcements:
The middle school students
must come to school
prepared to go outside
everyday in almost any
weather throughout the
Winter. We will continue to
take advantage of active
outdoor learning
opportunities in Food For
Life, Outdoor Education,
and sometimes Science. You
may send in layers/boots/
gloves to leave at school if
you have extras or they
can bring things back and
forth everyday.

Know a scientist?
Mrs. Gordon is looking
for scientists in a
variety of disciplines to
share with students
over Zoom. If you
know someone who
could help with an
upcoming “scientist
spotlight” please pass
on their contact
information to Mrs.
Gordon!

What's New in Mrs. Gordon’s Science Class(es)?
Outdoor Education - Many students thoroughly enjoyed
building and maintaining fires; it was not as easy as many of
them previously thought without flammables! We created
Winter Bucket Lists of things we can do to spend time
outside throughout the season inspired by the Norwegian
idea of "fruliftsliv" (pronounced free-loofts-leave) which
roughly translates, "open air living." The idea is that our
mental and physical health benefit greatly from fresh air
everyday despite the weather. How will your family make
time for getting plenty of fresh air this winter?
Science -PJ Bleau, an HCA alumni, joined us for this
month's scientist spotlight, and taught us about the scientific
and mathematical side of athletics. It was fascinating and
inspiring! The 5th and 6th grade students are learning a lot
about fossils and how scientists use them to learn about the
past. In 7th and 8th grade, we dove head first into
Chemistry, and I am really enjoying it! We are learning to
make sense of the periodic table and even made our own in
the hallway.
Health - After choosing foods they did not like, almost all of
the 7th and 8th students were able to improve their opinion
of a food by exposing themselves to it in a variety of forms
for 30 days! Their dedication paid off and they discovered
just how much preferences and exposure are tied together.
We are considering our attitudes and family cultures around
food and working to interact with this amazing gift in healthy
ways.

HCA PATHWAYS NEWSLETTER
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What’s New in L.A. with Mr. Shea?!

Welcome back! I hope the Christmas break was both restful and enjoyable!
As we begin wrapping up Term 2 and our work on the Roman Empire and
Paul’s Missionary Journeys, we will be focused on creating our final projects
(A video on Paul’s time spent in Ephesus and a well thought out research
paper). Students will be finishing up these assignments in class, but may
need your help prioritizing the parts that need to be completed at home.
Looking forward to Term 3, we will be cramming a lot of literary development
into a short period of time. We are planning to use literary works from the
Medieval time period to get a feel for how cultural thinking has changed both
from the time of the Romans and the Greeks to the Middle Ages and from the
Middle Ages to the Modern Day. Seeing how ideas have evolved and
developed over time can help us understand how to read and interpret God’s
Word in new ways.
Some of the genres we will be covering include Epic Poems, Folk Tales,
Fairy Tails, and Legends. There is a lot of material to cover during this time
period, so please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or
updates on how your students are doing! It’s going to be a fun term!
God Bless!
Mr. Shea
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