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PATHWAYS 

“SHOW ME YOUR WAYS, LORD, TEACH ME YOUR PATHS.” PSALM 25:4 
HCA’s vision is to inspire students to love learning and live lives worthy of the calling of Christ. 

Thank you all for your prayers and support for our re-
accreditation last month.  It was a grueling process, but not 
without reward--we have been reaccredited for another 5 
years!  I’m sure you know that evaluations can be tough.  
Whenever judgements are being made, we know we will hear 
about what is going well, as well as what needs 
improvement--which can be a little intimidating!  We are 
always so proud of our school though.  There were praises for 
the culture of our school, the support of our parents, and the 
happiness of our students.  (“Are they always like this?”) 

There were recommendations to update some of our 
documentation and our strategic plan.  (We will share the 
formal report with you when we receive it in May.)   It is all 
important for the refinement of our school and we are thankful 
for it!  Proverbs 21:5 says, “The plans of the diligent lead to 
profit, as surely as haste leads to poverty.”  We want to be 
diligent and honor God with our efforts. 

UPCOMING 
CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS: 

April 19-23 - April vacation 

May 10 - No school - Professional 
Development Day 

May 13 - Middle School Science 
Fair and K-8 Art Show (info 
forthcoming, 7-8pm) 

May 31 - No school (Memorial Day) 

June 10 - Preschool Graduation 
(AM) and 8th Grade Graduation 
(7PM) 

June 11 - Last Day of School (1/2 
day, 11:30am dismissal); 
Thankfulness Chapel 8:45am. 

We need your feedback! 

This month, our survey is a 
Student Spiritual Development 
Survey.  As a Christian school, we 
are deeply invested in your 
child’s spiritual health and 
development.  

Current parents, please click 
HERE for the survey.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQrYabkizRVREM8xI2e2XEHEcte_BtDb3KRPDY5cDkRVy58A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQrYabkizRVREM8xI2e2XEHEcte_BtDb3KRPDY5cDkRVy58A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQrYabkizRVREM8xI2e2XEHEcte_BtDb3KRPDY5cDkRVy58A/viewform?usp=sf_link
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As you know, our students in grades 2 through 8 have been 
participating in their own evaluations.  Terra Nova 
standardized testing has taken place this week.  Although I 
realize that testing can make some students a bit nervous, it 
yields helpful information for both individual students and our 
school.  Just as with accreditation, we typically look for 
overall trends that indicate strengths and weaknesses in our 
program, in order to adjust aspects of the program 
accordingly.  Given the varied amounts of school students 
experienced last year due to the pandemic, the standardized 
testing this year will be very helpful on an individual level to 
give parents and teachers an idea of current grade level 
performance.  

It is important to understand what the tests are telling us, but it 
is also important to know what they are not telling us.  Terra 
Nova standardized tests are norm referenced achievement 
tests, not criterion referenced tests.  Criterion referenced tests 
are similar to a class science test, where the score received is 
the percentage of questions the student answered correctly.  
Norm referenced tests will tell us how a student did on the test 
compared to the normative group of students their age.  If 
they score in the 85th percentile, they have scored the same or 
higher than 85 percent of the students in the normative group.  
This can be particularly helpful this year, when the score can 
be an indicator of how well students are performing compared 
to other students in their grade level in a typical year. 

I have to say that your students have all been very cooperative 
and helpful in creating a testing environment that is conducive 
to valid scores.  I am so proud of them for taking the tests 
seriously, working hard, and being considerate of others.  To 
recognize their hard word and consideration, the students each 
received a frozen treat (juice pop or ice cream) after lunch.  It 
was a great way to end a week of hard work and head into 
vacation week!  I pray you are blessed with fun, relaxation, 
and time with your families next week - and maybe even 
some warmer weather!
Blessings to you and your family,
Mrs. Nikki Cleveland

Principal’s Book of 
Excellence Recipients: 

Elliana - for being a servant-worker 
and helping a friend in need

Stacey - for being generous and willing 
to share the field with older students so 
others could safely play

Jonathan - for being generous and 
willing to share the field with older 
students so others could safely play

Landen - for being generous and 
willing to share the field with older 
students so others could safely play

Lydia - for diligently memorizing 
Colossians 1:10-20

Kibwe - for truly living a life of 
extending forgiveness to others and 
living in grace

Dayton - regularly filling this place 
with his wonderfully wild laugh

Abby - for encouraging others to use 
their gifts and delighting in their 
successes

Scarlet - for seeing a friend alone and 
offering to go play with him

Caleb - for inviting a new friend to the 
swings

Elena - for always taking a leadership 
role in an appropriate way

David and Kylie -  for keeping their 
desks organized with no reminders

Honoring God through  
Creative learning and strong   

Academics in a caring, fun-filled 
school!   
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Susan’s Musings


Notes from our Founding Principal

Dear friends, 
  
Having just completed our Food for Life project for our successful re-accreditation, 
today I received this video from one of our HCA Alumni who is serving God with his 
family in South Korea. Please take the time to watch this short summary of the 
horticultural work he is doing to help promote the Kingdom of God! I hope it will 
also give our current students a vision for taking our Food For Life/Gardening 
objectives so much further by applying great science and sharing methods in the 
real world.  In an email to me this alum shared, “I really feel that HCA gave me the 
experience and tools for where I am in life today.”  Praise God! 
      ~Fondly,  
      Mrs. Hayward, Founding Principal

Some of our Team C students 
defending their castle during the 
Middle School “seige” last week. 

Team D warriors on the field last week.  We 
had perfect weather for this event, which 

culminated their medieval studies.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqXkUsNWzyY
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NEED SERVICE HOURS? 

We are looking for someone who is 
computer-savvy who can help us with 
the archiving of some digital photos 

from home.  If this piques your 
interest, please email 

jbleau@holdenchristianacademy.org 

2021-2022 School Calendar  

The 2021-2022 academic 
calendar for HCA has been 

approved by our School 
Committee!  School calendars 

can be found HERE. 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION and AmazonSmile! 

You can support our school by downloading the Box Tops for Education app and 
scanning receipts to benefit Holden Christian Academy.  All you need to know can be 

found on their website.   
Certain products are worth bonus box tops this month - click here.  

Did you know you can also support HCA as you shop on Amazon?! Use 
smile.amazon.com to generate donations to benefit HCA!  Please use our parent-

ministry “Holden Chapel, Inc.” when searching AmazonSmile for a benefitting 
organization! 

Dirt + Water + Preschoolers = an 
adorable learning opportunity

https://www.boxtops4education.com/How-To-Earn
https://www.boxtops4education.com/Find-Offers
http://smile.amazon.com
https://www.holdenchristianacademy.org/calendar
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A Middle School Art student creating her 
stained glass

Some adorable Kindergarteners 
showing off their castle

Priscilla the Bunny visited Preschool as part of a unit on “springtime”

Type to enter text

What’s Happening Around HCA…
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Preschool News!
Important Dates to 
know for PK: 

Preschool Graduation  will be 
on the morning of June 10th 
(more information will be 
coming after April Vacation) 

Helpers Wanted: 

We welcome parent volunteers 
to be recess helpers on a daily 
basis.  Recess for Preschool is 
10:00am-12:00pm Monday 
through Friday.   

Please make sure you’ve 
submitted your CORI check 
forms (found on our website) 
as well as a copy of your 
license before you volunteer.  
Parents may sign up to be on 
the recess monitor schedule 
HERE.   

Rain, Rain, Go away…...wait a minute! There has barely been 
any rain yet this spring season! God has truly blessed us 
with some amazingly warm, sunny days for outdoor learning 
in the HCA Preschool! Even if it not actively raining, the 
Preschoolers have certainly been learning about rain! Our 
April has been filled with learning about God’s plan for things 
to have an order, and we have explored some amazing cycles 
in His creation, like RAIN and CHICKEN/EGGS (no, we didn’t 
ask them which came first :) )  The preschoolers loved our 
rain experiment and journaling about the Chicken Life Cycle. 
We even had some special furry friends visit our school!


Mrs. McKean teaching a lesson on rain in our Nature 
Explore Playspace 

https://www.csmedia1.com/holdenchristianacademy.org/cori-request-form---9-2012.pdf
https://www.csmedia1.com/holdenchristianacademy.org/cori-request-form---9-2012.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848acac2caafd0-volunteer
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Spring is full of so much growth and new life, and we spend many moments of our 
outdoor time exploring the changes in our environment (buds emerging, new flowers we 
discover, looking for birds when we hear them singing their songs--the woodpecker and 
Mr. Cardinal are our 2 favorites so far!), and experiencing spring time through play, like 
making mudpies and building forts with sticks and fundangles (an HCA original tool!).  
Preschoolers have been developing their pre-reading & writing skills as they journal 
their observations (in an age appropriate way of course).  This has given students an 
opportunity to learn self-regulation skills and fine-tune their 5 senses as they soak in 
the nature around them.


We look forward to continuing our exploration of farm animals and bugs, and are 
continually grateful for our opportunity to grow and develop together in our Nature 
Explore area. We continue to pray for lots of opportunities to be in nature (yes, even 
the rain, as it has great purpose!) 


Our Preschool scientists investigating their 
“rain” experiment

‘Clouds’ and ‘rain’ in a measuring cup

Rain also helps make….one cute 
muddy face

Always a good day to play outside
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Team A News!
Help Needed: 

We are always in need of recess 
monitor helpers on a daily basis.  
Recess for Team A is 
11:30am-12:00pm Monday 
through Friday.  You may sign up 
to be on the recess monitor 
schedule HERE.  

 

Kindergarten Update: 

 Each day I am thankful that God continues to allow 
us to be healthy and come to school to be together.  It is 
so important for all children, especially our little ones, to be 
around each other, playing and learning.  Some days can be 
challenging having to wear masks all day and safely 
distance, but the students have done a wonderful job and I 
am blessed to have my Kindergartners on campus 
everyday.    

 Spring is finally here and our Kindergarten class has 
taken full advantage of the warm weather.  Any opportunity 
we have, we are outside; either learning, extra recess time 
and/or enjoying a nice picnic lunch.  We have loved being 
able to use our bodies outside because we are learning 
about the human body this term! We have been going 
outside to explore and use our five senses. Over April 
vacation, ask your Kindergartener to use their senses to 
smell the growing grass, their sight to see what new is 
growing or flying around, their hearing to hear some 
insects buzzing about, their touch to tell you what they 
feel now that the ground is thawed out, and their taste 
to try a new, healthy food! I can’t wait to hear what 
they explored in God’s world with their five senses!

 Spring brings us plants and butterflies, which are 
some of our main FFL learning objectives for Kindergarten.  
Our class will be heading out to work on our garden, clean 
it up and make it ready for planting. We have already 
started some seedlings in the classroom that we will replant 
once it is a little warmer.  We will be planting an herb 
garden, as well as a butterfly garden, with the hopes of 
attracting some butterflies for our class to study.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848acac2caafd0-volunteer
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                                             First Grade Update: 
I cannot believe we are in the final stretch of the year. We made it to Term 4! 

As I look at the students in 1st grade I see so many changes that have taken place since 
the beginning of the school year. We have learned so many new things, and each of us 
has grown in many ways. I am so proud of the work my class has put in each day to get 
to this point. I am amazed and encouraged every day by their resilience, enthusiasm 
and continuous joy. God has been working in and through these students! It is a 
beautiful thing to see and be a small part of.  

Recently, we learned about the 5 things seeds need to grow. With that 
knowledge, each student created a unique project and presentation to share with their 
classmates. I was blown away by the details and the quality of work that was 
presented. I am proud of each of them for stepping out of their comfort zones and 
presenting and creating something amazing! As we move through the final term of the 
year, we will be outside as much as we can. We will be planting and tending our 
classroom’s garden and exploring God’s beautiful creation. I am looking forward to 
being in the season of rebirth and experiencing God’s new mercies every day. Please 
be on the lookout for emails regarding our Labyrinth theme garden and the plants and 
materials we will need to make it amazing.  

Being outside is great news but it comes with some reminders. Please see the 
‘Team A Together’ section for those.  

Second Grade Update: 
God is STILL at work in our 2nd grade classroom! As we approach the end of the school year, the students are 
getting more and more wiggly, jiggly and ready to be outside and move. It’s a beautiful time for us to be working 
on our knowledge of fitness and how God created our bodies to move, not only just to wiggle and jiggle, but to 
move with purpose. I would love to invite any parents with a special fitness, athletic or professional skill set 
related to the human body to reach out if you’d be interested in spending some with the 2nd grade - teaching us 
how to move the bodies God gave us with purpose. (Guest teachers will be teaching 2nd grade outside, with the 
help of Mrs. Penza).

As a teacher, I just love how the Bible and our faith as Christians naturally lend themselves to all of our learning 
objectives for the year. As we are learning about the human body systems, we’ve learned that not only does God 
intend His children to physically move with purpose, but He also calls us to move as a Church community with 
purpose and vision. For our Bible class, we’re digging into how God has called us to BE as believers in His 
eternal Kingdom. God calls each one of us to act, live and hope in specific ways, and the Bible tells us how to do 
these things well! I’m looking forward to growing and walking in how to be good citizens of God’s Kingdom. 
After all, our time here on earth is just an added bonus of the time we’ll get together in heaven.   

One way we will be integrating the Bible, Food For Life, and Science is through planting our 2nd grade garden. 
We will be planting a “BEE-ATITIUDES” garden. Please be watching for an email regarding the specific plants 
we’ll need to attract pollinators, as well as beautify some of the land God has given us to tend. 
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Team A Together:  
We will be spending as much time as possible outside, even in rain and cooler spring 
temperatures. Please send your child(ren) with rainboots.  If you would like your child to have 
sunscreen/bugspray, please apply it before school as we cannot apply these during the day.  
We’ll be learning how to identify ticks and how to locate them on our bodies. Please do regular 
tick checks at home during the spring season.  

Thank you for your continued support and partnership with us! 
Mrs. Amanda Coombs, Kindergarten 
Mrs. Velarde, Grade 1 
Mrs. Penza, Grade 2 

Mrs. Velarde outside with Team A 
students watching the Middle School’s 

“siege” last Friday!

Kindergarten learning about the the Beatitudes 
with Mrs. Coombs outside…Sermon on the 

Mount style!  
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From	Ms.	Rennie’s	Desk:  

WAAAHHHH!!  That’s what I have to say about this being the last term I have 
with my 3rd/4th grade students.   We are cherishing our time together and continue 
to thank the Lord for keeping us safe and on-campus this year.

Eating the Rainbow winners…..THIRD GRADE 1st place …FOURTH GRADE 
2nd place!!  YAHOOO!!   Let’s keep eating healthy 😊

In Science, 3rd & 4th grades 
have been learning about the 
human body which integrates 
into our study of Leonardo 
DaVinci.  We started with our 
eyes, ears, nose, taste, and 
touch, then started our 
respiratory systems.  After 
vacation we will continue on 
with our hearts, stomach, and 
skin.  As we learn about the 
different parts of our body, 
we add body parts onto our 
skeleton, that 4th grade 
affectionately named 
‘Jimmy’, that is located 
outside of the 3rd grade 
classroom, on our interactive 
bulletin board.

After vacation, third grade 
will start decimals in math 
and fourth grade will finish 
up with elapsed time and then 
onto multi-digit division.  

Have a wonderful & restful 
vacation.  Thank you for your 
continued love & support!!!  

Team B News!
Class 
Announcements: 

 Drinking tea is all the rage in 
Team B!  Mrs. Heenan is 
looking to replenish her stock 
of DECAFFEINATED tea.  
Please send in a box or two of 
individual teabags: lemon, 
cranberry, and mint are the 
students’ favorite flavors.  

Students should bring their 
own honey packets or a 
container with their own 
honey - we can not share a jar 
of honey this year!  

Help Needed: 

We are always in need of 
recess monitor helpers on a 
daily basis.  Recess for Team B 
is 12:00-12:30pm Monday 
through Friday.  This is a role 
for HCA parents to fill.  Please 
make sure you’ve submitted 
your CORI check forms (found 
on our website) as well as a 
copy of your license before 
you volunteer.  You may sign 
up to be on the recess monitor 
schedule HERE.   

“Jimmy” has been spotted hanging 
around outside Grade 3 lately….

https://www.csmedia1.com/holdenchristianacademy.org/cori-request-form---9-2012.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0848acac2caafd0-volunteer
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From Mrs. Heenan’s Desk: 

With the new term beginning as Spring is simultaneously ‘springing’, the students are all anxiously 
asking to work in the garden! Our “Birds and Bu?erfly Garden” has bloomed into a delighCul sea of 
daffodils. Thanks to some hard-working 4th graders, this space welcomes every student to school each 
morning with God’s beauty surrounding them. The students are very proud to have made the garden 
look so a?racLve. We even planted a resurrecLon plant and asked God to bless it.

The theme for this term is Renaissance and ReformaLon; once again, the students are delighted to be 
learning about such an exciLng period of history. In grades 3 and 4, we are working on individual 
research projects that the students picked themselves. They will be working on this in class, and will 
present their work to the class. This is a fun way for students to learn about a variety of interesLng 
topics, from the Black Death to the Gutenberg Press to Robert the Bruce.

I hope everyone has a resCul and fantasLc Spring Break! Get ready for the next theme… Cathedrals! 

          ~Mrs. Heenan

Forget Covid, how about the  
Bubonic Plague?  

(Alternate caption: Got a vax for that?)

Grade 4 and their Birds & Butterfly 
Garden
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Middle School News!
What's New in Mrs. Gordon’s  Science Class(es)? 

Science Fair - Have you ever wondered if your Alexa is 
listening to you when she's not activated or if you can improve 
your reaction time based on certain preparation activities? 
How do hovercrafts work? And, is sewer sludge a possible 
source of energy? These are just a few of the questions our 
budding scientists are seeking to answer through their 
experiments right now. All students should finish their 
experiments and begin working on their poster 
boards over April vacation. We look forward to celebrating 
their hard work and discovery at the science fair night on 
Thursday, May 13th. 

Scientist Spotlight - Dr. Gilchrist, an HCA parent and family 
practice physician, shared pieces of his life story and 
explained how he 
uses the scientific 
method not only to 
treat his patients, 
but also to improve 
the way we do 
medical care. His 
example inspires 
us to notice things 
that need fixing 
and work for that 
change rather than 
expecting others to 
do something 
about it. 

Testing Week - 
With my homeroom, 
we used the TerraNova testing week as an opportunity to 
practice stress reduction techniques and prepare for other 
tests these students will take in life both educationally and 
professionally. They were surprised to learn that people 
actually pay money to take tests! 

Middle School 
Announcements: 

Ultimate Frisbee - We 
played our first game of 
frisbee after school last 
Friday, and it was loads 
of fun! I am looking 
forward to gathering 
after school each Friday 
until the end of the 
school year to play, 
improve our game, and 
bond. All middle school 
students are welcome! 

Earth Day - God has 
given us this planet as 
an incredible home. It 
provides for many of our 
needs, and we are 
instructed to steward 
and care for it. It is also 
extravagantly beautiful! 
With this in mind, we will 
celebrate Earth Day 
(actual date: Thursday, 
April 22) together and 
thank God for the Earth!   

Be Prepared - The 
middle school students 
must come to school 
prepared to go outside 
everyday in almost any 
weather throughout the 
Spring. We will continue 
to take advantage of 
active outdoor learning 
opportunities in Food 
For Life, Outdoor 
Education, and 
sometimes Science. 

Scientist Spotlight with Dr. Gilchrist
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What’s New in L.A. with Mr. Shea?!
Hello Parents! 

It was a pleasure speaking with all of you through zoom for Parent/Teacher Conferences!  I am very 
proud of our students and hope that they are able to finish the year as well as they have weathered the 
winter!  We are looking forward to some fun events at the end of the school year to help us celebrate 
what we will be learning about the Renaissance and Reformation during the fourth term.  The biggest 
event will be our Renaissance Day on May 28th.  We are hoping to share student work and learning 
through a Renaissance Fair style event showcasing our students as characters and historical figures 
from the time period!  Students will be choosing and studying one of the many Renaissance and 
Reformation leaders in order to play them at the Fair. 

We are looking forward to Spring Break and the completion of our Science Fair projects over the next 
couple of weeks as well.  Students should be working on completing their Science Fair Experiments 
and Poster Boards over the break. 

I hope we all enjoy a restful April Break! 

           

A WORD from Mr. HayWARD
 
7/8 - Bible:  For the remainder of the year we will continue working 
through various letters in the New Testament (we can't cover them all!) 
with an eye towards Term 4's theme - living in the kingdom of God.  What 
should that look like?  How do we "see" this invisible government?  What 
are our "rights" as citizens of His kingdom (Philippians 3.20)?  The epistles 
ask, and answer, such questions.  

5-8 History:  As we round the corner from our tour of the Middle Ages in 
Term 3 and begin to enter the so-called "Modern" era, we will glance at the 
Renaissance but spend most of our time exploring changes in 
Christendom, namely the 200 year period known as the Reformation, 
simultaneous with but separate from the Renaissance.  The repercussions 
of both movements remain very much with us and we will be highlighting 
those connections throughout Term 4. 

Team D enjoying outdoor lunch!
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