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Our Mission  ~    

To challenge children to a lifetime of learning, working in partnership 
with families, to integrate Biblical truth with academic pursuits. 

Dear Friends, 
  
t was great to see so many of you at Parent Night last 
Thursday. We take our partnership very seriously and 
appreciate our time together. You are a fun group and 
we all had a good time. I especially appreciated your 
heart-felt comments. Thank you!! They were so thought-
ful that we added a second page to our Annual Fund 
letter that will go out next week. It is full of new photos of 
your kids. Please remember to send in names of new 
folks who might be interested in supporting HCA. 
Thank you to all who have already provided some.  
 
Spiritual Emphasis Week is next week and we can 
hardly wait!! Every year we have the privilege of hosting 
our friends from Coastlands Consultants to lead us in a 
spiritual booster shot. It’s painless and a lot of fun.  We 
are blessed to welcome back our good friends Pam 
Brady and Matt Huffman who always connect with the 
kids and do a fabulous job.  Please pray for Pam and 
Matt this week. Pray that HCA will encourage them in 
everyway and that God would send new workers into 
this wonderful ministry.  
 
How does S.E.W. work? We begin each day, Monday-
Friday, with a special chapel at 8:30. Parents are wel-
come as always.  Our student worship teams lead us in 
worship and then the SEW team works together to do 
some fun activities to introduce and review ideas and 
topics. They perform skits, teach the kids the Jesus 
cheer, play “What’s wrong with this Picture”, and review 
lessons with Bible Ball. After worship, the group is split 
in two for the message.  K-4 is led by Pam Brady and 
5

th
-8

th
 is led by Matt Huffman.  Both groups focus on a 

theme for the week that will bring us all closer to God.  
 On Wednesday the 5

th
 -8

th
 graders will have a mini 

retreat at the beautiful and peaceful Mission E-4 in Hub-
bardston (check it out at www.missione4.com.The stu-
dents will have their regular talk by Matt Huffman and a 
time for personal devotions. Next the group will be split 
into four groups and rotate through different stations, 
learning about E4’s mission projects, helping with an E-4 
project, participating in a group building exercise on low 
ropes, and a nature walk.  

 The week is about relationships. The team visits 
classrooms, plays at recess, and eats with the kids. They 
have built lasting relationships with our students in the 
past and will do so again this year.  We choose to have 
our Spiritual Emphasis Week at the beginning of the year 
because it makes a tremendous impact that lasts for the 
entire year.  
 
Who are they?  Here’s some background information on 
these extraordinary servants whose unique faith-based 
ministry is primarily to Christian Schools.  It’s a ministry 
of encouragement and help.  Pam Brady is the director 
and founder of Coastlands Consultants.   After teaching 
in a Christian school, she completed her Masters Degree 
in Theology at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in 
1985 and earned her Doctorate of Ministry from GCTS in 
2007.  Pam spent seven years as a full-time Christian 
school administrator and answered the call to missionary 
itinerancy full-time in 1995.   Pam and I have been 
friends since the early ‘80s. She was instrumental in 
helping HCA get off the ground and has been a tremen-
dous source of encouragement (faith and fun) ever since! 
 Matt Huffman is starting his 11

th
 year with Coastlands 

and is a favorite at HCA as well. He graduated from 
Grove City College, taught at Nashua Christian Academy 
for five years and leads the Jr. and Sr. high portion of the 
ministry. He is a solid man of God and so dedicated that 
he keeps in touch with our past students and attends 
HCA events during the year when he’s in the area.  
 An intern named Cassie will be visiting HCA this year 
as well. We have seen many interns built up by this min-
istry over the years and hope someday that some of our 
own students will take the challenge to spend a few 
years being personally mentored and built up as they 
minister to Christian schools across New England.  
      
A worker is worthy of his wages Because the ministry 
is faith-based, a collection will be taken on their be-
half. We are suggesting a $15 or more donation per 
family. Please send in a check made out to HCA for 
their support by next Wednesday, Oct. 2nd.  We pray 
that the students will want to give generously of their own 
money in response to the blessing they have received 
from the entire team. The gift will be given to them on 
Friday. In the past  
     Continued on page 2 



 
 
 
 
 

September 27  Food for Life cookbook recipes due 
Sept. 30-Oct. 4 Spiritual Emphasis Week 
October 1  Parent Teacher Council 3 p.m. 
xxxxx  Family Fellowship eve rescheduled to Nov. 

October 14  NO SCHOOL—Columbus Day 
October 17-18 NO SCHOOL—Development Day,  
  ACSI Conference; office open. 
October 17-18 Parent “work day” at HCA 
October 25  NO SCHOOL—Term 2 Development Day 
November 7  Open House cancelled (Billy Graham event) 
November 8  Term 1 ends 
November 14  Family Dinner Theater (Ping) 5:30 p.m. 

May 31  Save the date! HCA 20th birthday  
  party! (Rain date June 7) 
 
Fridays: ice cream sales after lunch, $1 each, starts Sept. 27. 

                    HCA Calendar 
PRAYER (Psalm 68:19) 

• For HCA family members dealing with illness, that they will be 
healed in God’s timing, hear God’s wisdom for treatment, and 
are comforted and encouraged through Christ in all of us. 

• That God would make a way for families who struggle to pay 
their tuition, as they trust in His provision, whether it be 
through employment or surprising, unexpected ways. 

 

PRAISE & THANK YOU 
• Join us in giving praise to God for many new students this 

school year!  

• Thank you to our parents coordinating Box Tops, ice cream, 
and our Parent Teacher Council. You’ve all been busy! 

• Thank you to anonymous donors helping families stay at HCA. 

Principal’s Book of Excellence celebrates… 
 

Grade 2 
Adriana, for her faithfulness in praying for others. 

Carlie, for being a servant and quickly helping her teacher 
clean up a mess. 

Liam and Matthew, for being peacebuilders 
and comforting a classmate. 

 
Grade 4 

Breanna, for her servant heart and compassion to all. 
Daniel, for always being willing to help others. 

Isabella, for her wisdom beyond her years  
and Godly compassion toward all. 

 

Grade 5 

Bethany, for her fearless handling of Mrs. Reed’s  
violin spider ~ yikes! 

KK, for showing kindness to her classmates  
when they need help. 

Matthew B. and Sam, for superb tech support in tech class. 

School Service Opportunities 
• Dismissal help, Wednesdays 2:25-3:00. See page 1. 

• Sign up with Parent Teacher Council for Oct. 17-19 Parent 
work days. http://tinyurl.com/HCAworkdays 

 
Please call  the office at 508-829-4418 or send in a note if you 
can help with these opportunities: 

• 20th Birthday Party committee members needed. 

• Recess Monitors 

 

 

Box Tops for Education & Labels for Education 

Last year we submitted Boxtops for Education 
that totaled $549.75.  We get two checks per 
year (Dec. and April) so Mrs. Jensen will be 
doing two major submissions - one next week 
(for a Nov. 1 deadline) and one in February 
(for a March 1 deadline).  No special instructions this year - just 
rip off the labels, throw them in a bag and send it in - she’ll take 
care of the rest. Thank you Mrs. Jensen! 

 
We submitted 1447 Labels for Education .  When 
added to previous year submissions, we now have a 
total of 2377 points.  These points do not expire, so 
we can continue to accumulate points until we have 
enough to purchase something the school really 
needs. 

Principal’s Corner continued… 
HCA has always been incredibly generous and I pray that this year will be no exception.  
 
Please pray with us that God richly blesses our students, staff and guests during the week. Let’s pray the same for the 
team and expect great things from God! Who knows, maybe one day an HCA grad will join their team. 
 
Joyfully in His service,  
Susan Hayward 
 

Help Needed: There is an immediate need for help with dismissal on Wednesday afternoons from 2:25-3:00. If you are 
willing to be a dismissal helper on a regular basis, please contact April Goodell at 508-832-0140. This is a fairly easy way 
to earn some hours toward your School Service requirement. 



Team C ~ Grades 5 & 6 
In Team C we have moved beyond expectations and procedures and are diving in to seriousness and fun of our content learning!  The 
students have gotten a flavor of the continent of Asia by studying the physical and political geography, then completing Cool Country 
Reports on a select country.  As students shared their reports, they were intrigued by the comparisons among Asian countries and the 
United States.  It was wonderful to hear the students draw connections between the countries’ climate and land formations and the 
plants, animals, foods, and populations.  These reports will be posted in the upstairs hallway for anyone who would like to view them. 
At a time when many gardens are dying down, ours is getting ready for a seasonal makeover!  We will be clearing out the beds and 
preparing them for some winter crops.  We will have cabbage, red choy, beets, kale, and lettuce.  These vegetables will be used to 
make recipes related to our specific country studies of South Korea and Russia.  (Kimchi and borscht!)  Through the process, we will 
also learn about growing a winter crop using row cover to protect from the frost.   In the raised beds that are 
not being planted, we will be putting in a cover crop of oats and field peas to boost the soil quality and provide 
us with some mulch hay for the spring.   
The 5th grade students were able to make some nice connections between Food for Life and their country stud-
ies last week with a nice surprise from Mrs. Torres.  They learned about staple crops, specifically the staple 
crops of South Korea.  They were able to see and sample white rice, brown rice, and a traditional Korean dish 
called kimbap.  Gimbap or kimbap is a popular Korean dish made from steamed white rice (bap) and various other ingredients, rolled 
in gim (sheets of dried laver seaweed) and served in bite-size slices. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gimbap - cite_note-
gimbap_doosan  Gimbap is often eaten during picnics or outdoor events, or as a light lunch, served with danmuji or kimchi.    
To be sure it was authentic, Mrs. Torres got the kimbap (it looks like sushi) from a Korean restaurant.  What a memorable way to learn 
about Korean food! 
The highlight of Mrs. Torres 5th grade class was getting their new class pet, their brand new beta fish!  So far he has remained name-
less, but he is happily swimming in his new home.  ☺ 

~ Mrs. Cleveland and Mrs. Torres 

          Classroom Happenings 

Team A ~ Grades K-2  
Ni hao (Hello) from Team A! We just finished studying  the won-
derful  culture we have  as Americans and are beginning to high-
light the great country and culture of China! Next Tuesday we will 
be sampling some foods from China (rice, noodles, dried sea-
weed); please send in a substitute food for your child on that day 
if he/she is allergic to those foods. Thank you!  
Over the past two weeks we've been enjoying exploring the gar-
den and learning some new things about God's creation. We've 
learned more about our biome (forest) through leaf collecting/

identification and lessons on our Nature Walk. 
Following our field trip to Brookfield Orchard 
last Friday, Kindergarten made Apple Squares 
(letter S), 1st Grade made Apple Crisp, and 
2nd Grade made Mini Apple Pies following 
the reading of Amelia Bedelia's First Apple 
Pie.  We also learned about dehydration and 
dried some apples overnight in a dehydra-

tor...tasty!! We've also been seizing "teachable moments" to glo-
rify and praise our majestic Creator during this beautiful season as 

autumn in New England begins. ~ Mrs. Poirier for Team A 

Grade 3 ~  
The entire third grade is cruising through cursive!  Some of us 

have even begun writing uppercase letters! We are learning more 

about Japan and learned about the Takino Hillside Park in Hok-

kaido, Japan, which was designed by the artist Toshiko Horiuchi 

MacAdam. Check out her work on the internet if you get a 

chance http://www.archdaily.com/297941/meet-the-artist-

behind-those-amazing-hand-knitted-playgrounds/.  We have also 

begun to use chopsticks.  Some chil-

dren have even been eating their 

lunches with chopsticks.  Our rice 

growing experiment continues and 

we have discovered that long grain 

organic wild rice will not germinate 

but ferment if one attempts to grow it 

in the conditions that we are using in 

third grade!  However, team “Kids of 

God” has at least five brown rice sprouts so far.  Therefore, we 

have discovered that the growing conditions we have established 

in our classroom are compatible for sprouting brown rice.  Fi-

nally, the worms have arrived and are ready to join our 

class.  They like to eat paper so it may be tricky to get them to 

turn in their assignments!  

~ Mrs. Mikol 

Preschool ~ Lions and tigers and clowns, oh my! I heard circus music from my office today and upon investigation, found lions 

and tigers and clowns in the Small Chapel! Mrs. Younger, Mrs. Steward, and Mrs. Cunsolo were leading these young circus members 
with ribbons, jumping with them and roaring like lions together! I think the teachers were having just as much fun as the students! ~ 

Mrs. Bleau (for Mrs. Younger) 

Classroom Happenings continued on next page... 

Grades K-4 Library Please remember that students in 

Grades K-4 should bring their orange library bags with their li-
brary books every Thursday. 



K~8 Visual and Performing Arts 
 
Greetings! In Theater class Team B, C, D 
are doing Japanese stick puppets and 
writing their own scripts; performance 
will be determined as time progresses. 
Team A is working on "Ping" to be per-
formed at our Family Dinner Theater 
on November 14th. 
 
In Visual Arts class Kindergarten is get-
ting used to working with paint brushes, 
mixing primary colors, and tracing a shape from a template. 
Grade 1-2 began working on an imaginary underground insect 
home. 4-8 Students began the year painting Asian ink paintings 
some of which are displayed in the first floor hallway. 
Currently all grades are working very hard on their Square 1 Art 
pictures which are themed to go along with the New England 
Biome project. Be on the look out in October for their art on the 
free stickers and the opportunity to order a wide variety of prod-
ucts with your child's art imprinted on them. These make great 
Christmas gifts, and HCA earns a percentage of all items ordered. 
 
Thank you to parents for the generous donations of "junk" for the 
art room. However, I am running out of storage space, so if you 
have other items to bring in, please call to leave me a message in 
the office or send in a note to see if this is something I will need 
this year. As always- foam and plastic egg cartons are 

used constantly! I used over 50 yesterday with team A and B! 

 
~ Mrs. Lundergan and Mrs. Mikolajczyk 

Classroom Happenings continued... 

Grades 6 - 8 Language Arts   
 
What fun we are having with Seedfolks and Project Mulberry!  
The characters are teaching us so much about perspective, par-
ticularly in how we view people of other cultural backgrounds.  
Additionally, the connections to FFL are endless.  In 7th grade, to 
connect with 2 of our Seedfolks characters, we have done a 
study of peppers.  On Wednesday, we discussed methods of dry-
ing peppers and set up ‘experiments’ to test the best methods of 
drying.  Our trials include: 1) the use of a dehydrator, 2) air dry-
ing by stringing and hanging them in the classroom, and 3) sun 
drying on a tray on the dashboard of my car.  We did a little 
taste-testing of a hybrid pepper and some of us felt a little bit of 
heat  ☺.We’ll let you know how the drying projects turn out!  
We have jumped into grammar as well, with some fun activities 
that make grammar come alive.  Thanks for sending such great 
learners to HCA.  
 
~ Mrs. Campbell 

Nature Scavenger Hunt, Grades 1-8 
Now is the time to be sure you have all the flowers you need for 
the Nature Scavenger Hunt! Staff members have been sharing 
some great walking trails they have found, with wildflowers 
galore.  If you have some favorites, email them to 
jbleau@holdenchristianacademy.org so we can share them as 
well.   
 
Check out Sibley Farm and Burncoat Pond Trails off of 
Greenville Street in Spencer, or the Rail Trail, with many loca-
tions throughout the state! 

Who do you know that might like to support HCA? Fill this out and return to the office by September 24, or email this infor-

mation to jbleau@holdenchristianacademy.org.  We will add these names to our mailing list for our Anuual Fund. No need to 

re-submit names if you have given them previously.  

 
Name:  ____________________________________ Name:  ____________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________  Address: __________________________________ 
 
  ____________________________________  ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
Name:  ____________________________________ Name:  ____________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________  Address: __________________________________ 
 
  ____________________________________  ____________________________________ 
 
 
Your Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 




