
 

 

June 25, 2019 

 

Dear Parent, 

This past school year was incredible.  I was able to watch your students grow and learn at 

incredible speeds and with superb attention and interest in the materials they engaged with.  I am 

excited for next year because I know that all of these students will likely approach next year’s 

topics with the same abandon and fervor.  Nothing brings more joy to a teacher than a group of 

students that are not only willing, but excited to learn new things. 

Unfortunately, long breaks like summer vacation can cause students to forget many of the fun 

and exciting things they learned over the year.  While I believe that the break from the 

regimented school schedule is necessary (kids need time to be kids after all), I think it is equally 

important to keep their minds active. 

Each of your students, entering fifth through eighth grade, should be receiving a letter with 

Language Arts Summer Project and a list of recommended books.  Each student should read 

two books (the books do not need to be from the provided list as long as they are at grade 

level), and complete a project to express their thoughts and understanding of one of them.  

The summer assignment is due at Orientation.  Students should bring their completed summer 

work with them when they come to school that day. 

Summer work aside, I also want to make you aware of some Summer Learning opportunities that 

I am offering at the school.  During the month of July, I will be offering a Literature Boost 

course, and during August I will be offering a Writing Boost course.  These classes are 

designed to give students a head start on their Language Arts material for next year.  Each course 

is three one-hour sessions targeting basics for understanding literature and organizing writing.  

Students are welcome to come to just one or all of the sessions for each course. (The cost of each 

session and a list of topics is included with this letter.) 

I hope that you and your students have a wonderful summer break and I look forward to seeing 

you in either of my summer courses or next school year! 

God Bless, 

Jeremiah L. Shea  



 

 

Book Suggestions Grades 5-8 

Holes by Louis Sachar 

Wonder by RJ Palacio 

Auggie and Me by RJ Palacio 

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson 

Calico Captive by Elizabeth George Speare 

Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes 

Gentle Annie by Mary Francis Shura 

Tree of Freedom by Rebecca Caudill 

The War Within by Carol Matas 

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Shades of Grey by Carolyn Reeder 

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 

Old Yeller by Fred Gibson 

Number the Stars by Lois Lowery 

The Giver by Lois Lowery 

The Magician’s Nephew by CS Lewis 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by CS Lewis 

The Horse and His Boy by CS Lewis 

Prince Caspian by CS Lewis 

The Voyage of the Dawn Treader by CS Lewis 

The Silver Chair by CS Lewis 

The Last Battle by CS Lewis 

The Hobbit by JRR Tolkien 

***Note: Always double check the contents of recommended titles!  Teachers select titles based 

on age groupings and class maturity.  What is appropriate for the average 5-8 classroom may still 

contain elements you are not ready to expose your child to yet.  



 

 

Language Arts Boost Courses 
 

 

 

One Session: $25/student (HCA) $35/Student (non-HCA) 
 
Whole Boost Course:  $60/Student (HCA) $75/Student (non-HCA) 
 

• Each session will run twice per week.  Once on Tuesday and again on 

Thursday.  Please sign up for the dates that are most convenient for 

you and your student. 

• Sessions will only run if two or more students are signed up for the 

time slot.   Students are encouraged to bring friends that want to join 

them! 

• Please contact me through email 

(jshea@holdenchristianacademy.org) with any questions. 

 

 

Literature Boost 
 
Session 1: July 9th and 11th;  

 1PM-2PM, 3PM-4PM 

 

 Topic: Reading like a Professor!  

Understanding common symbols, 

foreshadowing, and themes. 

 

Session 2: July 16th and 18th 

 

 Topic:  Who’s that guy!  Understanding 

Characters and how they grow. 

 

Session 3: July 23rd and 25th 

 

 Topic: Mapping out a story!  Identifying key 

sections of a story’s plot. 

Writing Boost 
 

Session 1: August 6th and 8th 

 1PM-2PM, 3PM-4PM 

 

 Topic: Choosing a Theme or Topic to write 

about. 

 

 

Session 2: August 13th and 15th 

 

 Topic:  Organizing ideas and supporting 

details. 

 

Session 3: August 20th and 22nd 

 

 Topic:  Editing and Revising a finished work. 


