
Elementary Lesson Plan Cheat Sheet: January 10 (Unit 29-1) 
Thank you for serving our Holy Cross children today! Feel free to use this simple guide for 
today’s lesson plans or the handbook is still available on the counter. 
 
1. First few minutes:  Introduce yourself. Allow children to talk quietly at their seats about 
this discussion question: What are some reasons people tell lies? While the countdown on 
the DVD is playing during this time and take attendance. Use this time to interact with the 
children & welcome newcomers. Tell kids when the countdown is over, it will be time to begin 
the first activity. 
 
2. Group Activity: Fact or Fiction (page 93 in handbook) Select a child to start the 
game by making three statements about themselves. Two of them must be true, and one must 
be false. The other kids must determine which statement is not true. (You may choose to model 
this first before selecting a child.)  Continue playing until each kid has a chance to offer three 
statements.SAY,  In a game, we might say something untrue to be silly or entertain one 
another. Today, we will learn about two people who wanted to seem very generous without 
behaving very generously. They told a lie to trick church leaders. 
 
3. Story - Show the children where today’s story comes from (Acts 4-5) in the Bible. Remind 
them that God’s Word is true. Play “Ananias & Saphira ” on the DVD. (If the DVD ever has 
difficulty, you can read the story on pages 90-91 in the handbook.) 
 
4.Questions for after the video lesson (from page 101) Ask these questions. Kids can look up 
the answers in the Bible using Scripture verse references you provide if they do not remember.  
 
1. Who sold his land and gave all the money to the church? (Joseph, also called Barnabas; Acts 
4:36-37) 
2. When Ananias and Sapphira sold their land, did they give all the money? (No, Acts 5: 1-2) 
3. Why did Ananias and Sapphira die? (They lied toGod, Acts 5:3-4, 8-9) 
4. Why does God want us to give money to the church? (Help kids see that God doesn't need 
our money. Remind them that all of creation belongs to Him. He created us and needs 
nothing.from us. Help them see that God's desire for us is to experience the joy that comes 
from generous giving. He allows us to be a part of His wonderful mission to save sinners, and 
He wants us to be cheerful in the way we participate, including by giving generously.) 
5. What are some ways we can give generously? (Guide kids to think beyond just giving money. 
Help them think about ways they can give time or talent by serving the church. Explain that 
generosity is not about the amount you give but the attitude of your heart when you give.) 
6. Do you think we should give even if we don't want to? (Encourage kids to answer this 
question honestly. Remind kids that sometimes the act of giving can help change our hearts to 
want to give. Help them see that refusal to give usually reveals sin in their hearts, even though 
not giving isn't itself sinful.) 
 
5. Lesson Points (pg 96) Say: A couple of things to remember: Ananias and Sapphira were not 
sinning by keeping some of the money from the land they sold. Peter even told them the money 
was theirs to do with what they wanted. Their sin was lying about the money they gave. They 
said they were giving all the money from their land, while secretly keeping some of it for 
themselves. That brings us to the next idea: What does it mean to fear God? When the Bible 
speaks about fearing God, it's not the kind of fear you might be thinking of, where you dislike 
something and don't want to go near it ever. Fear of the Lord is about understanding His power 



and holiness. We fear the Lord when we love and respect Him, and desire to honor Him with our 
lives. God is powerful and hates sin; people who try to oppose Him will fail and be separated 
from Him. God will  protect His people from their enemies. Fearing God means understanding 
how dangerous it is to be an enemy of God. Fearing God means we want to be His children by 
having faith in Jesus. Ananias and  Sapphira lied to God, and their deaths spread fear of God 
through the early church, strengthening believers. 
 
6. Christ Connection (pg 97)- Say:  Ananias and Sapphira wanted to look generous, but they 
were greedy. The Holy Spirit changes our hearts to want to share with those in need because 
Jesus generously gave all He had so we can share in His riches and have forgiveness and 
eternal life. Giving generously is an honor and a great source of joy. God isn't interested in 
forcing us to give away money that we don't want to give away. God wants us to see the beauty 
of His generosity and understand that He will provide for all our needs. God wants us to be 
generous as the Holy Spirit grows us to be more like Jesus. Our generosity should come from 
our love of God and our desire to see His mission fulfilled. 
 
7. Activity - Have To or Want To? (pg 102) 
Give the kids the suggested examples of activities and ask them to stand up if it’s something 
they have to do and sit down if it’s something they want to do. 
Suggested ideas: Clean your room; eat a candy bar; wash dishes; fold laundry; play a game 
with friends; play outside; give generously to others; do your homework; obey God. 
 
8. Big Picture Question Review (pg 95) Use the poster to review the question and answer. 
Also say, The church is all Christians everywhere, who gather together in their communities to 
worship and serve God. That means the church is people! People who love God and want to 
obey Him. There are local churches who gather together in specific communities where the 
members live, and there's also the global church, which is every single believer across the 
world-and even throughout history! 
 
9. Scripture Verse Review (pg 98) Use the poster to review the verse Romans 12:5. Practice 
more than once by asking them to say it using whisper voices, loud voices, robot voices, etc.. 
 
10. Reflection Questions - Have the children think on these questions. Allow individuals to 
share if they want to. Pause after each question. If needed, model by giving an answer. 
*What does this story teach me about God or about the gospel - the good news of Jesus? 
*What does this story teach me about myself? 
*Whom can I tell about this story? 
 
11. Remaining Time - If time allows, play the Questions from Kids clip on the DVD, pass out 
take-home papers, allow students to work on them if time allows while listening to the songs on 
the DVD. Please try to see that the papers go home with each child. Encourage/remind 
parents about the paper at pickup. Please make sure each child is picked up by his/her 
parent/guardian.  
 
 
 


