
INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(15-20 MINUTES) 
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Unit 29 • Session 1 
Ananias,and 

Sapphira 

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Acts 4-5 

STORY POINT: 
Ananias and Sapphira 

pretended to be generous. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Romans 12:5 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the church? The church is all 

Christians everywhere. 

TEACH THE STORY 
(10-15 MINUTES) 
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20-25 MINUTES) 

PAGE76 

Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on 
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or Life Way's Digital Pass: 

ministrygrid.com/ gospelproject I gospelproject.com/ podcasts 
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LEADER Bible Study 
Something amazing was happening among believers in the early church. 
Not only was the Holy Spirit changing people's hearts to believe in Jesus, 
He was empowering them to live differently. We see the evidence of God's 
grace among the believers in Acts 4:32-35. The believers shared everything 
they had. If one person had a need, someone else gladly gave what he had 

h " to meet that need. As a result, "there was not a needy person among t em 
(Acts 4:34). 

Joseph (also known as Barnabas) was one of the disciples living in this 
way. He sold a field and gave the money to the apostles. But trouble 
arose when Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, sold some land. Perhaps they 
wanted to appear as generous as Barnabas without feeling the full cost of 
such generosity. They secretly kept back some of the money, and Ananias 
brought the rest to Peter. 

When Peter confronted Ananias, he didn't tell him he was wrong to only 
bring part of the money. In fact, Peter said Ananias could have been 
honest about how the money was divided. Ananias and Sapphira's sin was 
in pretending to be generous when they were actually greedy. They had 
tried to deceive the apostles, but Peter pointed out that they were guilty 
of trying to deceive God. Ananias dropped dead, and a few hours later his 
wife did too. 

As you teach this story to preschoolers, avoid using Ananias and Sapphira 
as a warning to be generous or die. As sinners, we struggle with the 
temptation of greed. Point preschoolers to Jesus, who forgives our greed 
and changes us through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit changes our 
hearts to want to share with those in need because Jesus generously gave all 
He had so we can share in His riches and have forgiveness and eternal life. 
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Ananias and Sapphira 
Acts 4-5 

The Holy Spirit gave Jesus' disciples power to tell others that Jesus 
is alive! More and more people trusted in Jesus. The believers met 
together in Jerusalem, and they shared everything they had. No one 

said, "This is mine!" Everything they had belonged to all 
of them. No one was needy because the other 

believers would sell what they had to 
make sure everyone had enough. 

One man, Barnabas, sold a field 
and gave the money to Jesus' 

disciples. They used the money 
to help other people. Ananias 
and his wife, Sapphira, sold 
some land and pretended to 
give all of the money to the 
disciples. But they actually 
kept some of the money for 
themselves. 

When Ananias gave the 
money to the disciples, Peter 

asked him, "Why are you lying 
about what you gave? You are 

lying to God." When Ananias heard 
this, he fell down, died, and was buried. 

The people who heard what happened were 
afraid. 

A few hours later, Sapphira came to the disciples. 
She did not know what had happened to her husband. Peter asked 
her, "Is this all the money you got for the land?" 
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Sapphira said, "Yes, that's all of it." 
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Peter told Sapphira he knew she was lying to God. 
1 

Then Sapphira fell dead too, and everyone in the church was 
afraid because of what happened to Ananias and Sapphira. 

Christ Connection: Ananias and Sapphira pretended to be 
generous, but they wanted to keep money for themselves. The 
Holy Spirit changes us so we want to share with others. Jesus gave 
up everything He had to share His riches with us and give us life 
with God forever. 
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Bible ti 
Storytelling Tips , 

t 

• Share the 
storytelling: 
Demonstrate sharing 
for preschoolers 
by telling the story 
alongside a second 
leader. Each time 
you say share, give, 1 

or help, pass your 
Bible, notes. and 
the st()rftelling 
responsibility to your · 
fellow leader. 

• Pass the Bible 
story picture: 
Invite a child to 
hold the Bible story 
picture. fts you 
tell the story, stop 
periodically and invite ' 
the child holding the 
picture to pass it to 
another child to hold. 
Allow each child a 
chance to hold the 
picture. 
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~NTRQP~ CE the Stor! 
SESSION TITLE: Ananias and Sapphira 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 4-5 

8J 
STORY POINT: Ananias and Sapphira pretended to be generous. 
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 12:5 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the church? The church is all Christians 

everywhere. 

Welcome time 
· "One Foundation" Play a theme song in the background as you greet 

song preschoolers and follow your church's security procedures. 
• offering basket 
· Allergy Alert 
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme 

Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a , 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks. 

• "Share What You 
Have" activity page, 
1 per child 

• crayons or markers 

• small items: buttons. 
small blocks, cars. 
crayons 
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Activity page 't( 
Invite preschoolers to circle the children sharing with one 
another and draw an X on those who are not sharing. 
SAY • In today's Bible story, we will hear how the early 

church shared with each other. They didn't just share 
one or two things, they shared everything they had! 
A man named Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, were 
not very generous, but they pretended to be. Listen 
to the story to find out more. 

Play a sharing game 
Form a circle on the floor. Ask a child to hold out her hands 
together in front of her. Fill her hands with as many of the 
small items as she can hold. Encourage her to turn to the 
child next to her and gently dump all the items into his 
hands without spilling any onto the floor. Guide children to 
continue to pass all the items from one child's hands to the 
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next, without spilling them. If the items spill, start the game 
over with another child going first. Repeat until the items 
successfully make it around the circle without being spilled. 
SAY •We played a fun game where we had to share 

everything that we had with everyone in the circle. 
In our Bible story today, we will hear about how the 
early church was generous and shared everything 
they had with each other. One couple was not so 
generous, thougl,.. We will hear about them too. 

Make a people collage -,f 
Before the session, cut out faces of people from magazines 
or advertisements. Draw a simple church outline on a large 
piece of paper. Invite preschoolers to fill the church outline 
with people by gluing the people faces onto the church, 
creating a collage. 
SAY • In our Bible story today we will hear how Jesus' 

disciples told more and more people that He is alive. 
The number of people following Jesus grew, and the 
believers ~ et together. They shared everything that 

' they had, and no one was needy. 

Transition to teach the story 
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite children to hold hands and to form a snake-like line. 
Lead the line around the room a couple of times, going 
around furniture, before leading them to the Bible story 
area. 

• magazines or 
advertisements 

• scissors (adult use) 
• large sheet of paper 
•marker 
• glue sticks I 

• countdown video 
(optional) 



SESSION TITLE: Ananias and Sapphira 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 4-5 
STORY POINT: Ananias and Sapphira pretended to be generous. 
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 12:5 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the church? The church is all Christians 

everywhere. 

·Bible 
·bookmark 
• Giant Timeline 

• Story Point Poster 
• • Ananias and 

Sapphira" video 
(optional) 

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster 
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Introduce the Bible storyf' 
Place a bookmark at Acts 4 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. R'everently display the open Bible. 
SAY • Today's Bible story comes from the New Testament 

Book of Acts. Remember that the Bible is God's Word 
and God's words are always true. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible flt together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Watch or tell the Bible story 'I 
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers. 
SAY • Early church believers met together and shared 

everything they had. No one was needy. Everyone 
had enough. One man named Barnabas sold a field 
and gave all the money to Jesus' disciples. Ananias 
and Sapphira pretended to be generous, but they 
lied about what they gave. Jesus gave up everything 
He had to share His riches with us and give us life 
with God forever. When we trust in Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit changes us so we want to share with others. 
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Practice the key passage '1 
Place the key passage marker at Romans 12:5. Invite a child 
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 

· reate motions ror preschoolers to use as they say the aloud C · c 
key passage. Use the key passage song video for inspiration. 
SAY • People who believe in Jesus are like one family that 

cares for each other. Like the early church believers 
shared everything that they had with each other, we 
can share wha~:we have with the body of Christ. 

Sing the key passage song, "One Body in Christ" and the 
theme song, "One Foundation." 

Learn the big picture question t 
SAY • Our big picture question asks: What is the church? 

The-church is all Christians everywhere. The 
church is like a big, huge family all across the world 
put together by Jesus. When anyone turns from sin 
and trusts in Jesus, he becomes part of the church. 

IA~...._.., Missions moment •••• ~;; SAY • Did you know that being a follower of Jesus 
is more than just being nice? Many people who don't 
know Jesus are nice. Christians love Jesus and do 
what He says. The next few weeks we are learning 
about two cities in the United States. They are called 
the Twin Cities. The people who live there are very 
nice, but many of them do not know Jesus. Let's 

watch this video. 
Play the missions video. Pray for more believers to move to 

. the Twin Cites and more churches to start. 

Pray and transition to experience the story 

The Early Church 

-Bible 
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster 
• ·one Body in Christ 

(Romans 12:5)" song 
• "One Foundation" 

song 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster 

· "All About the Twin 
Cities" video 
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EXPERIENCE The Story -
SESSION TITLE: Ananias and Sapphire!· .. 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 4-5 
STORY POINT: Ananias and Sapphira pretended to be generous. 
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 12:5 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the church? The church is all Christians 

everywhere. 

LOW 
PREP 

Suggested 
Statements: 

• The sun is warm. 
• Grass is purple. 
· Jesus gave up all He 

had to save us. 
-Dogs meow. 
• Jesus is alive. 
-Cats meow. 
· Jesus gives us life 

with God. 
• Airplanes fly. 
• Jesus is King over 

everything. 
• God loves you. 

• pennies, 4 or 5 per 
child 

• lemon juice 
• plastic container 
• paper towels 
• offering envelope or 

basket 
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Play a truth-telling game t 
Invite preschoolers to stand in a circle. Explain that you 
will make a statement. If the statement is true, they should 
jump up. If th~ statement is false, they should sit down. 
Make several ~ious true or false statements. Use the 
statements in the margin or create your own. Avoid making 
false statements about God. Play as time allows. 
SAY• Ananias and Sapphira pretended to be generous. 

They lied to God. They wanted to keep some of 
the money for themselves. When we trust in Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit changes us so we want to share with 
others. Jesus gave up everything He had to share His 
riches with us and give us life with God forever. 

Clean pennies 
Invite preschoolers to take turns dropping four or five 
pennies in a plastic bowl of lemon juice. Make sure all the 
pennies are covered by about an inch. Allow pennies to soak 
for three minutes. Give each preschooler two paper towels. 
Allow a child to take four or five pennies out of the lemon 
juice and place them on one of his paper towels. Encourage 
him to use his second paper towel to wipe the penny clean. 
Especially dirty pennies may need to soak longer. Once 
all the pennies are clean, lead children to place them in an 

Preschool Leader Guide 
Unit 29 • Session 1 



offering envelope or in an offering basket. 
SAY •Weare giving these pennies to our church. Ananias 

and Sapphira sold some land and pretended to give 
all of the money to the disciples. But they actually 
kept some of the money for themselves. Ananias and 
Sapphira pretended to be generous, but when we 
trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit changes us to be truly 
generous. We want to share with others because Jesus 
shares everything He has with us. 

Match people pictures 
Print the "People Picture" cards on heavyweight paper. Cut 
along the dotted lines to create two pieces of each picture. 
Mix up the pieces and place them face up on a table. 
Invite a preschooler to select a piece and to match it to its 
corresponding piece to complete the picture. When all the 
matches have been made, mix up the pieces and play again. 
SAY • We put together groups of people. Jesus' disciples 

told many people that Jesus is alive. More and more 
people trusted in Jesus. These believers met together, 
and they shared everything that they had with each 
other. No one was needy because other believers 
would sell what they had to make sure everyone had 
enough. They set an example of how God's church 
should care for one another. What is the church! 
The church is all Christians everywhere. 

Share an art project 
Before the session, cut out shapes from construction paper 
to use in assembling a church building. Suggested shapes 
include a large rectangle for the building, a triangular roof, 
a steeple, windows, doors, and so forth. Cut enough shapes 

1he Early Church 

• "People Pictures" 
printable 

• heavyweight paper 
• scissors (adult use) 

• construction paper 
· sci~rs (adult use) 
• poster board 
·mar1<er 
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-large, empty boxes 
or bins 

• construction paper 
-markers 
• blunt-tipped scissors 
-tape 

Option: If you live in 
a city that is warm 
in the winter or are 
covering this lesson 
in a warmer part 
of the year. collect 
other appropriate 
clothing like new 
t-shirts or toiletry 
items. 

for each preschooler to have one. Write The church is all 
Christians everywhere at the top of a sheet of poster board. 
Give each preschooler their cut out. Help preschoolers 
take turns gluing their pieces in order to create the church 
building. 
SAY • To make this church building picture, we had 

to share what we had. That is what early church 
believers in Jerusalem did. Everything the believers 
had they shared with other believers. What is the 
church? The church is all Christians everywhere. 
The Holy Spirit changes Christians to want to share 
with one another. Jesus gave up everything He had to 
share His riches with His church and give us life with 
God forever. 

~.., Collect warm clothes 
~~;; Explain to preschoolers that you all will work 
together the next few weeks to collect hats and gloves for a 
homeless shelter in your city or a clothes closet at a church. 
Guide preschoolers to decorate the boxes with construction 
paper, markers, and tape. 

Talk with your church leadership about the best places 
in the church to put the collection boxes. Encourage 
preschoolers to bring items for the boxes. Check the boxes 
each week as a group to collect and sort the donations. 
SAY • Winters in Minnesota can be very cold and snowy. 

Sometimes it is hard for people who come from 
warm temperatures to get used to the cold weather. 
Churches there collect warm clothing to give to 
people who have just moved there and can't afford 
to buy new hats and gloves. Let's pray for the people 
who will get these hats and gloves. 



I Snack and review 
Play the countdow 'd . 

n v1 eo to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and th h l . . ga er presc oo ers for snack time. Pray, thanking God for the snack. 

I . h 
nvue presc oolers to serve one another prepackaged 

snacks. Talk about how each child had to share what he 
had in order to make the snack for everyone. Ananias and 
Sapphira pretended to be generous, but they wanted to 
keep money for themselves. The Holy Spirit changes us so 
we want to share with others. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following f 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What did those who believed in Jesus share with 
other believers? (everything they had) 

2. Who sold a field and gave all the money to Jesus' 
disciples? (Barnabas) 

3. Who sold some land and pretended to give all the 
money to the disciples? (Ananias and Sapphira) 

4. What happened to Ananias and Sapphira because 
they lied? ( God punished them; they fell down dead) 

5. What is the church? The church is all Christians 
everywhere. 

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color ~he 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 

passage or theme song. . . 11 
. king up their children at this time, te 

I If parents are pie . d'd 11 
! th ometh1' ng that their child enjoyed domg or I we 
, ems h I b' . 

during the session. Distribute the presc oo ig picture 

cards for families. 
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• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
• paper cups and 

napkins 
•snack food 
· Bible Story Picture 

Poster 
• B~ Picture Question 

Poster \ · 
• prepackaged snacks 

(optional) 

· Bible Story Coloring 
Page 

-crayons 
• Ke-/ Passage Poster 
• B~ Picture Question 

Poster 
• "One Body in Christ 

(Romans 12:Sr song 
. ·one Foundation" 

song 
• Big Picture Cards 

frK Families: Babies. 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers 
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