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New homes tear down
area’s bad reputation

A West Greenville
neighborhood that
Marilyn Stephens at
one time would never
drive through at night
has become the place
where she joyfully re-
sides.

Stephens lives in one
of the 20 new Charles-
ton-style duplex ren-
tals built in the Queen
Street area as part of a
revitalization effort re-
sulting from a partner-
ship between the
Homes of Hope and
the city of Greenville.
Along with the du-

gang-related crimes
that had cast a dark
shadow over the com-
munity.
Before, it “was not a

place I would consider
living,” Stephens said.
That is one reason

why Homes of Hope

plexes are new streets
lined with sidewalks
and trees and seven
new single-family
houses for affordable
homeownership op-
portunities.
Gone are all traces of

former duplexes that
some say were an
anchor to the drug and

By Angelia Davis
STAFF WRITER
adavis@greenvillenews.com

See HOPE on page 7B

HEIDI HEILBRUNN / Staff
Marilyn Stephens has been living in her new Homes of Hope house on Kings View Street since August.
Stephens said she feels part of a community now.

Once-blighted neighborhood finds hope
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■ Superintendent of
Education candidates clash
over tax credits for private
school, early childhood
education
■ Legislators want to know
how people feel about the
state’s old gaming laws.

Rich photo galleries, including:
■ Fall for Greenville
■ USC, Alabama football
■ Furman football
■ Area high school football
■ Home run for healthy kids
■ Greenville Road Warriors
■ Field of Dreams Gala

GreenvilleOnline will be photographing the First Tee Pro-Am
and producing galleries with hundreds of images. Activate
your login at GreenvilleOnline.com for this and other exclu-
sive photo galleries.

COMING THIS MONDAY:

uninsured people with an-
nual incomes between 133
percent and 400 percent of
the federal poverty level, or
$14,400 to $43,300 for an in-
dividual and $29,325 to
$88,200 for a family of four
in 2010, according to a new
report byTheLewinGroup
for the nonprofit Families
USA.
That translates into about

Nearly half a million
South Carolinians will be
eligible for tax credits to
help pay for health insur-
ance under the new health
reform law, a consumer
group says.
Beginning in 2014, the

credits will be provided to

The plan provides a slid-
ing scale of assistance
based on income. A family
of four with an annual in-
come of $33,075—150 per-
cent of poverty — would
pay no more than $1,323 a
year, or $110 a month, for
family coverage that costs
$15,000, Families USA re-
ports. The remainder of the
costwould be in the formof
a $13,677 tax credit, which
could be paid directly to in-
surers.
A single person earning

$22,000 a year — just over
200 percent of poverty —
would pay $1,386, or $115 a
month toward a $6,000 pol-
icy with the rest in a $4,614
tax credit.
In South Carolina, more

than half of those eligible
for theprogramwouldhave
incomes below 200 percent
of the federal poverty level,
or $44,100 for a family of
four, the group reports.
Those with incomes be-

able many working South
Carolinians to afford health
insurance. “This tax credit
reaches very deeply into
the middle class,” he said.
“It’s also help for lower- in-
come people through the
Medicaid safety net.”

482,000 people in the Pal-
metto State, half who are
uninsured and half who are
insured but struggling to
pay for coverage, according
to the nonpartisan group.
About 429,900 of these resi-
dents will be in families
with at least one full-time
worker, while 34,600will be
in families with a part-time
worker.
Ron Pollack, executive

director of Families USA,
told The Greenville News
that the program will en-

Tax credits to aid uninsured with care
Federal aid could benefit about 482,000
in need of or struggling with coverage

By Liv Osby
STAFF WRITER
losby@greenvillenews.com

See CREDITS on page 7B

READ THE REPORT
Find the full report at
www.familiesusa.org/as-
sets/pdfs/health-reform/
premium-tax-credits/South-
Carolina.pdf.

The Volkswagen Beetle
— a classic of the 1960s in
theUnitedStates—will be
the featured star of the
2010 Euro Auto Festival,
held on the BMW Zen-
trum lawn, but it won’t be
the only one.
The 15th annual festival,

featuring about 500 Euro-
pean cars, will be held Fri-
day andSaturday, bringing
together European car en-
thusiasts to display, cele-
brate andshare special sto-
ries about the great car
marques of Europe.
The event was estab-

lished to promote appre-
ciation for vintage, classic
and antique European ve-

hicles. Entries come each
year from across the Unit-
ed States, Canada andEng-
land. On display will be a
full range of European cars
fromclassic tomodern and
everything in between.
Saturday’s events are

open to the public from 9
a.m. to about 4 p.m. at the
Zentrum, said Mike Ful-
ton, festival spokesman. In

addition to the cars, the fes-
tival includes specialty auto
vendors and food vendors.
“I go most years,” said

AdamSinclair, a Greenville
resident who takes his two
sons. “The boys love the
Jaguars and other exotic
cars. They dream of when
they can drive something
like what they see.”
In addition, five driving

events — skilled driving,
autocross, off-road, skid
pad and rat race — will be
held Saturday at the BMW
Performance Center,
across the street from the
factory.
The public can register

to participate in those
events, for which a fee is
charged. Also, all partici-
pants must be licensed
drivers and have their li-
cense with them. A shuttle
will carry people from the
Zentrum to the Perform-
ance Center.
While the Beetle is the

featured vehicle, the most
exotic car is likely to be the
Helicron, a car built in
France in 1932 as a proto-
type. After World War I,
many Europeans thought
the future of the automo-
tive industry would be pro-
peller-driven vehicles.
The car, owned by Lane

Motor Museum in Nash-

Auto fest may leave fans bug-eyed
Beetle to be
featured car, but
Helicron may get
most attention

By Jenny Munro
STAFF WRITER
jmunro@greenvillenews.com

This Helicron, a propeller-driven vehicle from the 1930s
rebuilt after being found in a barn, is one of the vehicles
that will be featured at the Euro Auto Festival.

See EURO on page 7B

First-term incumbent
LyndaLeventis-Wells faces
a challenge from former
school district facilities
manager William Harold
Graves in the race for the
Area 22 seat on the Green-
ville County School Board.
The seat represents the

Wade Hampton and Roper
Mountain Road areas.
Leventis-Wells touts her

experience during finan-
cially trying times for the
school district. Graves says
he has the business sense
to trim administrative costs
and help the district run
more efficiently.
Leventis-Wells says com-

munication and personal
involvement in the schools
are among her strong
points as a trustee.
Buther focus, shesaid, is

on academic achievement.
“We need to fund it, to

staff classes with quality
personnel. We need to
make sure that schools are
safe and basically we have
great outcomes when it
comes to performance in-
dicators,” she said.
“What benefits our stu-

dents in Greenville will
benefit everyone.”
The current school

board, she said, has a good
working relationship and
no “hidden agendas,”
which hasmeant a relative-
ly controversy-free era, de-
spite the financial pres-

sures of late.
“We do disagree on

things, andwhenwedodis-
agree, it seems that we
leave it at the meeting. It
never goes personal,” she
said.
She looks at “the big pic-

ture,” she said, in guiding
the direction of the district.
“I just feel likeweall have

worked diligently to en-
sure teachers their posi-
tions,” she said.
Graves, who also ran for

theArea22 seat in1998 and
2002, said he doesn’t find

Incumbent
challenged for
school board
Lynda Leventis-Wells will face
William Harold Graves in Area 22

By Ron Barnett
STAFF WRITER
rbarnett@greenvillenews.com

See BOARD on page 7B

LYNDA LEVENTIS-WELLS
Age: 57
Occupation: director, Caroli-
nas Institute for Community
Policing at Greenville Tech
Education:Wade Hampton
High; B.A. in health and
physical education, Uni-
versity of South Carolina;
master’s in guidance and
educational psychology,
University of Mississippi;
South Carolina Criminal
Justice Academy

WILLIAM HAROLD GRAVES
Age: 73
Occupation: retired employee
of the Greenville County
School District facilities
department
Education: graduate of Par-
ker High School; attended
North Greenville, Furman
and Clemson universities
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Betty Jean Hollidayyyy
Nix, 78, of Greenville,
loving wife of Lloyd
Morgan Nix for 63
yyyyears, died October 7,
2010.
The funeral service

wwwwill be held at 3:00 p.m.
on Sunday, Octoberrrr
10, 2010 in the chapel
of Thomas McAfee
Funeral Home, North-
wwwwest, with burial follow-
ing at Graceland Cem-
eteryWest.
Visitation will be pri-

or to the service from
1:30 – 2:45 p.m. at the
funeral home.

Betty Jean Holliday Nix
Greenville

Ebbie Scott Walker,
92, of 2817 Anderson
Road passed away on
TTTThursday, October 7,
2010 at her home.
Born in Greenville,

shewas the daughter offff
the late George and Es-
sie Franks Scott.
Surviving is one

daughter, Dorothyyyy
Scott of the home.
Funeral Service:

Monday, 2:00 PM atttt
WWWWatkins, Garrett &
WWWWoods Mortuary with
entombment at Green-
vvvville Memorial Gar-
dens.
The family has re-

quested that donations
be made to the Heartttt
AAAAssociation of Green-
vvvville.

Ebbie Scott Walker
Greenville

Rhonda K. Hooper,
50, went home to be
with the Lord on Fri-
day, October 8, 2010 at
PardeeHospital inHen-
dersonville, NC.
Born in Greenville

County, she was the
daughter of Flossy Car-
man Kelley and the late
Melton Kelley. Mrs.
Hooper was an LPN
andwas of the Indepen-
dent Baptist faith.
Surviving are her

husband of 25 years,
Michael Gary Hooper;
son: JeremyHardin and
wife Jennifer; sisters:
Vicky Kelley and Leslie
Carlson; brother: Mike
Kelley; granddaughter:
Madison Hardin and
grandsons: Paul Har-
din, Jaden Hardin and
JoshuaHardin.
The family will re-

ceive friends Monday
evening from 7 until
8:30 p.m. at The Howze
Mortuary.
Funeral service will

be Tuesday morning
at 11 a.m. at The How-
ze Mortuary Chapel.
Burial will be private.
The family will be at

their respective homes.
Online condolences

may be expressed to
the family at www.the-
howzemortuary.com.
The Howze Mortu-

ary, Travelers Rest is in
charge of the arrange-
ments. (864) 834-8051.

Rhonda Kelley Hooper
Greenville

Funeral services for
Katherine Rose “Katie”
Rollins, age 19 , of Gray
Court, will be held 2:00
PM Monday, Oct. 11,
2010 at the S.R. Hol-
combe Funeral Chapel
in Union, SC.
Katie was born in

Greenville, September
10, 1991, a daughter of
Sandra Clark Rollins of
the home and Michael
Rollins of Fountain
Inn. Memorials may be
made to the Laurens
Co. Humane Society,
P.O. Box 964, Laurens,
SC 29360.
The S.R. Holcombe

Funeral Home, Inc.
(www.holcombefuner-
alhomes.com)

Katherine R. Rollins
Gray Court

low 133 percent of poverty
will qualify for Medicaid,
even adults, who are not
now eligible, Pollack said.
The federal government
will pay the total cost for
those beneficiaries
through 2016, with states
picking up an increasing
portion until 2019, when
they will top out at 10 per-
cent, he said.
U.S. Sens. Lindsey Gra-

ham and JimDeMint, both
R-SC, say that could mean
nearly half a million more

enrollees at a cost of more
than $900 million to the
state over a decade — a
cost they say the state can’t
afford.Theyhavecalled for
repeal of the law.
However, Sue Berko-

witz, director of the South
Carolina Appleseed Legal
Justice Center, said the tax
credit will be a tremendous
help to thousands of low-in-
come South Carolinians.
“We are such a low-in-

come state, this allows so
many people who are unin-
sured to be able to afford
health care,” she said.
“Those who can afford in-
surance don’t understand
what it means to go with-
out.”

State Attorney General
Henry McMaster, mean-
while, said last week that
the law will add $19.3 mil-
lion to the State Health
Plan next year. That con-
clusionwas reachedbySte-
phenVanCamp,director of
the South Carolina Em-
ployee InsuranceProgram,
in a sworn statement in the
suit filed by South Carolina
and19 other states seeking
to overturn the law. A rul-
ingon that case is expected
by Oct. 14.
Theextra costswill be in-

curred because of provi-
sions in the lawthat require
additional benefits for em-
ployees in the plan, includ-
ing coverage for children

with pre-existing condi-
tions and adult children up
to 26, no lifetime coverage
limits, and no rescission of
coverage as well as restric-
tions on annual coverage
limits, according to
McMaster.
Berkowitz said those are

benefits consumers want
thatwill help them fromgo-
ing bankrupt over high
medical bills. She added
that as more people are
covered and get preventive
care as well as care with a
doctor instead of at the
emergency room, the cost
of paying for that care —
now shared by those with
insurance — should be re-
duced.
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didn’t just plant houses
there. The organization
made a commitment to cul-
tivate a revived community.
“Our philosophy is about

helping the families, butwe
saw way beyond that when
we started working with
the neighborhood associa-
tion and the city to see the
benefits of these other
things,” said Don Oglesby,
executive director of
Homes of Hope, a nonprof-
it organization that aims to
provide safe, affordable
housing for low-income
and homeless people.
Homes of Hope adopted

theWest Greenville area in
2002. But when the orga-
nization first started build-
ing houses there, the du-
plexes would stick out like
a sore thumb, Oglesby
said.
“Those were the worst

looking houses in the
neighborhood,” he said.
“Every neighborhood

association meeting I went
to, they (residents) would
always say, ‘When are y’all
(the city) going todo some-

thing’ because ‘it’s terri-
ble,’” Oglesby said.
Ginny Stroud, communi-

tydevelopment administra-
tor for the city of Green-
ville, said the city’s master
plan included redeveloping
thepropertywhichwas “di-
lapidated and functionally
out of date.”
Oglesby said he started

praying about the duplex
situation, saying, ‘Lord, I
think we’re supposed to do
something about it.’ Sure
enough, I was hearing that
from Him.”
Oglesby said the city and

theWest Greenville Neigh-
borhood association al-
ready knew what they
wanted. He said Homes of
Hope just implemented
their vision.
“It had stuff like not just

bringing in new houses, it
had getting rid of blight
and getting rid of dead-end
cul-de-sac areas where
crime tended to happen,”
he said.
“The city said, ‘We’ll help

you. We’ll build the roads
and open up these areas if
you’ll bring the houses in.’
So, we learned how to do
the community develop-
mentwaybeyond thehous-
ing where we actually saw

the needs of the neighbor-
hood.”
Most Homes of Hope

projects, from conceptual
idea to completion, take
about two years and cost
about $1.25 million. This
one, Oglesby said, not only
took five years but cost
more than $3 million.
“Every possible hurdle,

obstacle that you could en-
counter, we had to encoun-
ter with that project,” he
said.
The result, though, was

“a real gateway into the
community,” Stroud said.
“It’s a great example of
bringing together good
quality rental with home-
ownership opportunities,
which was what the com-
munity really wanted to
see.”
As part of the renewal,

the duplexes in question
became Kings View
Pointe.
Oglesby said, “As a

Christian organization, we
wanted to have two conno-
tations. We have the Kings
View Pointe as far as God’s
view, andso it’s acoolname
change to reflect what we
see is happening out
there,” he said.
“Lives of people are be-

ing changedbecauseof the
changes to the housing
and the neighborhood.”
Stephens is among resi-

dents benefiting from the
change. She applied for a
home in the neighborhood
after her Section 8 apart-
ment failed inspection and
she had to move. Around
the same time, she learned
her daughter had cancer.
“We were really desper-

ate and being on Section 8,
I had a lot of doors shut in
my face because there’s
such a stigma with people
on Section 8,” Stephens
said. “They accepted me
due to my circumstance. It
was really a blessing.”
Stephens said her new

home is a place where she
feels a part of a community.
“Sometimes I sit outside

and you don’t see any cars,
you don’t hear any people,
you look at the stars. It’s
amazing,” she said. “In the
middle of an urban neigh-
borhood, you can see the
stars so brightly.”
Groups that have helped

Homes of Hope in the revi-
taliziation include the state
Housing Finance and De-
velopment Authority, the
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing&UrbanDevelopment,
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ville, Tenn., “is the only one
ever built,” Fulton said.
The car was found under
rubble in a barn in 2000
and was brought to the
United States.
“It runs,” he said, adding

that it probably will be driv-
en up to the festival
grounds.
The Helicron has been

“completely rebuilt but

many of the mechanical
components are original,
such as the frame, wire
wheels, dashboard, steer-
ing wheel, steering gear,
brake pedal, light switch,
headlights, and the type
plate,” according to muse-
um officials.
“The wood frame was

sandblasted and treated,
the steering gear was re-
built, and the interior was
upholstered. The car
steerswith the rearwheels,
andonly thosewheelshave
springs.”
Fulton said the festival

tries “to feature a different
car each year,” and “it was
Volkswagen’s time. We
have featuredalmost all the
major European manufac-
turers.”
The Beetle, once known

in Germany as the “peo-
ple’s car,” was probably the
firstGermancar sold in vol-
ume in the U.S. market, he
said. “It was a very popular
in the ’60s.”
Volkswagen began pro-

duction of “the bug” in
1938, buildingmore than21
million before halting pro-
duction in 2003. The car

owed much of its success
to high quality and innova-
tive advertising.
Friday’s events will in-

clude a fun rally and a hos-
pitality area for pre-regis-
tered visitors. The Mariott
in Spartanburg is the host
hotel.
Proceeds from the event

will be donated to the Up-
state Red Cross Disaster
Relief Fund, Fulton said.
All the money stays in the
Upstate to help local resi-
dents. Over the life of the
festival, $450,000 has been
donated to the agency.
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any fault in the job Leven-
tis-Wells has done.
Buthe thinkshis yearsof

working for the district

from 1991 until 2000 give
him a unique perspective.
He was HVAC project

manager for the district,
then worked two years as
energy manager for the
Pickens County School
District until his retirement
in 2002.
“The biggest thing, I

think, is keeping the teach-
ers in the class,” Graves
said. “If you’re going to
have layoffs, look other
places.”
He believes the district

spends too much on ad-
ministration and says he
would ask for a list of non-
teaching employees and

their job descriptions and
look for waste.
“Iwas inbusiness formy-

self for10 years, and I know
what it’s like to make a
budget meet budget pro-
jections,” he said.
“I know how to run a

business, and I think that
would be advantageous.”
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