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rates Homes of Hope has
ever had available.
Additionally, thedevelop-

ment bears the name of a
teenager who touched the
lives of those who knew
him.
The nonprofit Homes of

Hope organization, in part-
nership with the city of
Greenville, the Greenville
Housing Fund and Pinna-
cle Bank, has officially
opened the Bradley Place
duplexes.
They represent the last

residences the organiza-
tion will build in West

Of all the new resi-
dences Homes of Hope
has added to West Green-
ville, some believe the
most significant ones may
be in the newdevelopment
at Queen Street and Perry
Avenue.
BradleyPlace, adevelop-

ment with 10 three-bed-
room, stacked rental units,
serves as a tool to attract
new businesses into West
Greenville. It also offers
some of the lowest rental

borhoods.Somepeopleare
still having problems dis-
pelling that concept,”Flem-
ing said. “The quality of
Bradley Place, with the ap-
pearance, affects thewhole
concept and causes people
to come inwith a totally dif-
ferent attitude about West
Greenville.”
Vardry saidhe is optimis-

tic that Bradley Place “will
make a difference in rela-
tion to the quality of busi-
ness thatwebring in here.”
Much like the develop-

ment itself, its namesake
meant a lot to a lot of peo-
ple.
BradleyBurnettwasa19-

year-old stationed at a Unit-
ed States Air Force base in

North Dakota when he
died in a vehicle accident.
He got to know the folks

at Homes of Hope through
his mother, Deborah, who
used to bring him with her
at times when she worked
with the organization.
Bradley had a generous

heart, Oglesby said. “He
was always smiling, volun-
teering and helping. He
never met a stranger,” he
said.
“In the spirit of its name-

sake, Bradley Placewill up-
lift and enhance the neigh-
borhood and its residents
and further the goals of the
community,” he said.

timeare$350andupso this
is a great opportunity for
that. And the city designat-
ed this as a targeted area
that they want to see revi-
talized.”
With the addition of

Bradley Place, Homes of
Hope has built more than
100 homes in west Green-
ville.
The location of Bradley

Place, at theentranceof the
community, should have a
positive influence, accord-
ing to Vardry Fleming,
president of the West
Greenville Neighborhood
Association.
“West Greenville in the

past was noted to be one of
your substandard neigh-

Greenville this year, said
DonOglesby, the organiza-
tion’s president.
Homes of Hope was

awarded $1.28million from
the Neighborhood Stabili-
zation Program and
$25,000 in Home Invest-
ment Partnership Funds
for theproject from thecity.
The opportunity to use

government money en-
abled the organization to
get rents at Bradley Place
“really low,” he said. Rents
for the Bradley Place units,
filled with Energy Star ap-
pliances, start at $250.
Until now, Oglesby said,

“We haven’t been able to
reach the bottom levels of
rent. Our rents most of the

Affordable rentals welcomed to area
New apartments add to
neighborhood’s revitalization efforts

By Angelia Davis
STAFF WRITER
adavis@greenvillenews.com

A gift from Walmart has
equipped a local food bank
with a new tool to safely
transport fresh food to
those suffering from hun-
ger.
Harvest Hope Food

fresh food to those who
need it most.”
The Walmart Founda-

tion donated 65 refrigerat-
ed food trucks to the Feed-
ing America network food
banks this holiday season.
Feeding America esti-
mates the new trucks will
help Harvest Hope and 64

additional food banks
transport up to 3.6 million
pounds of food.
“We must face the fact

that there are people who
go hungry in this country
every day,” said Margaret
McKenna, president of the
Walmart Foundation.

a lot more food.
“Without partnerships

like the one we have with
Walmart in donating the
truck, we couldn’t serve as
many folks in the commun-
ity,” he said. “This truck
will be immediately put to
use and will be proven in-
valuable to transporting

Scott Stephens, Green-
ville regional officer ofHar-
vest Hope, said in the past
the organization has used a
smaller truck to pick up
those items and in many
cases had to make return
trips.
The truck fromWalmart,

he said, is larger and holds

Bank has received a refrig-
erated truck, valued at
$90,000, from the Walmart
Foundation that it will use
to pick up and deliver
fruits, vegetables, meats,
dairy products and other
fresh items to pantries in
Greenville and Laurens
counties.

Food bank gets truck to deliver fresh food to pantries
By Angelia Davis
STAFF WRITER
adavis@greenvillenews.com

EASLEY—A traffic stop
in Powdersville has led to a
Greenville pair being
charged in connectionwith
at least nine crimes that
have occurred in the Eas-
ley area since the first of
December.
Bobby Joseph Thomp-

son, 30, of 113 Henderson
St., Greenville, and Lynd-
say Taylor Sams, 24, of 115
W. Marion Road, Green-
ville, face multiple charges
including petit larceny, ma-
licious injury to personal
property, auto breaking,
and receiving/possession
of stolen goods less than
$2,000, according to war-
rants.
The pair together were

charged with at least 18
counts of petit larceny and
auto breaking in connec-
tion with car break-ins that
occurred around Dec. 3-4,
and 16 counts of malicious
injury to personal property
(less than $2,000) and petit
larceny in connection with
forced entry to coin boxes
at apartment complexes
and a coin-operated laun-
dry. Those incidents oc-
curred around Dec. 6-7.
Sams and Thompson

also face one charge each
of receiving/possession of
stolen goods after authorit-
ies allege they had a stolen
driver’s license in theMali-
bu when they were
stopped, warrants state.
A Pickens County Law

Enforcement Center
spokesman said Thomp-
son was released from jail
Friday on $25,000 bond,
while Sams remained in jail
Friday evening on bond of
the same amount.

Two
arrested
in auto
break-ins
Thefts from cars,
coin boxes
occurred in
Easley area

By John C. Stevenson
STAFF WRITER
jstevens@greenvillenews.com

Band plays around at Tech campus

PAUL BROWN

Members of the Easley High School Basketball Pep Band check out the new com-
puter lab at Tri County Tech’s newEasley campus. From left areCameron Lemere,
AbbyPuckett,ErinLeonardandJakeWyndham.ThecampuswasdedicatedFriday.

With recent donations
totaling $625, the Goodfel-
lows Club has received
$9,381 to help provide
boxes of food to needy fam-
ilies and individuals.
Donations include: Da-

vid A. Bowers in honor of
Daryl and Sue Fisher,
$200; Carol Emory, $25;
anonymous, $100; Philip
and Maureen F. Bianchini,
$100; Andy and Elizabeth

Baker in memo-
ry of Harold V.
Lollis, $25;
Ruth F. Cope
andPatricia A.
Higgens in
honor of Dr.
Fred Lee, $100;
B.W. and Betty

W.Riddle, $50;RonaldC.
andMary J. Holloway, $50;
Allen and Lisa Stone, $25;
Becky and William Dunn,
$100; Bobby and Anne
Reid, $50.

The James F.
Daniel Jr. Ameri-
can Legion Post
No. 3 is spon-
soring the 85th
year of the
Goodfellows

Club.
Co-sponsors in-

cludeTheGreenvilleNews,
Bi-Lo, Greenville Meats
and Pepsi-Cola. The news-
paper will publish the
names of contributors and
the amounts of donations.

Tax-deductible dona-
tions by individuals, busi-
nesses and groups can be
mailed to The Goodfellows
Club, P.O. Box 133, Green-
ville, SC 29602.
Also, members of Post

No. 3 are selling Goodfel-
lows lapel pins, and thepro-
ceeds will go toward pur-
chasing the food.
For more information,

call the Post 3 office at
271-2000.

Goodfellows total exceeds $9,000
STAFF REPORTS

Withadecision tohirean
engineering firm to design
a pedestrian bridge across
busy U.S. 123 at Berkeley
Drive, Clemson hasmoved
a step closer to resolving a
decades-old safety con-
cern.
City Council has agreed

to pay around $69,000 to
Florence & Hutcheson
Consulting Engineers to
take the initial steps in the
project, which will offer a
new level of safety for pe-
destrians. Thenarrow, two-
lane Berkeley Drive over-
pass is a concern because
Clemson Elementary
School is on Berkeley
Drive, and the road con-
nects the school to local
neighborhoods.
“If I was one of the par-

ents, I would not let my
children walk across it,”
Clemson Elementary Prin-
cipal Ken Weichel said.

“This will open up several
neighborhoods, and be the
safe way for kids to get to
school.”
Clemson Administrator

Rick Cotton said safety has
been an issue at the over-
pass since the elementary
school opened 20 years
ago.
The city has considered

various options, including
everything from tearing
down the existing bridge
and constructing a new
one at a cost of around $2
million, to connecting side-
walks to thebridge, restrip-
ing thebridge and adding a
fence to separate pedestri-
ans from vehicles, at a cost
of about $80,000.
Cotton said the existing

Berkeley Drive bridge is in
otherwise good condition
and doesn’t need to be re-
placed, while the plan to
restripe and add sidewalks
and a fence “does not im-
provesafety”on thebridge.

He said council selected
the appropriate solution for
the community.
“You’ve got a school

there that’s going to be
there for another 40 or 50
years, let’s build a 40- or 50-
year solution,” Cotton said.
“Council’s decided we
need to find a way to get
this done.”
Florence & Hutcheson

will be tasked not only with
designing a pedestrian
bridge, but also with “bid-
ding and construction
management” for the proj-
ect, which Cotton said
could cost as much as
$700,000.
He said by May, the city

“will have a project that’s
designed and built and
ready to bid.”
At the same time, Cotton

said, the city will be work-
ing to line up the money
needed to build the pedes-
trian bridge, with a Trans-
portation Enhancement
Programgrant through the
state Department of Trans-
portation a possible source
of funds.

Clemson moves to
bridge safety gap
City hires engineering firm to design
pedestrian walkway over U.S. 123

By John C. Stevenson
STAFF WRITER
jstevens@greenvillenews.com

An Atlanta-based devel-
opment company wants to
bring a 72-unit apartment
complex to Miller Road on
land that could be annexed
into the city of Mauldin to
pave the way for the new
housing.
Prestwick Land Hold-

ings LLC has received ini-
tial approval from Green-
ville County planning staff,
Mauldin’s Planning Com-
mission, and Mauldin’s
Planning and Economic
Development Committee
to build an apartment com-
plex on 3.3 acres that
would be zoned for a
planned development in
the city of Mauldin.
Prestwick, which is

building a government-
subsidized apartment com-
plex on Augusta Street in
Greenville that area resi-
dents fought but that ulti-
mately won approval from
the Greenville Planning
Commission, plans to build
market-rate apartments at
1221 Miller Road across
fromThousandOaksBoul-
evard and in front of the
Oak Forest subdivision.
The planned complex on

Miller Road hasn’t drawn
nearly the same resistance
from neighbors as the Au-
gusta Street proposal. No
residents spoke at aNov.16
Planning Commission
meeting and none showed
up to aMauldin committee
meeting Monday where
the plan was sent on to full

council for approval.
Initial design plans show

a mix of one-, two- and
three-bedroom apart-
ments, a clubhouse, laun-
dry facility, gazebo and
playground on two parcels
of land where two houses
now stand.
The buildings would be

constructed of brick, stone
and hardiplank, plans
show.
A representative of

Prestwick said designs are
“very conceptual.” Since it
is a planned development,
the city’s planning commis-
sionwould have to approve
the site design when a de-
velopment plan is finalized.
At issue is whether the

acreage on Miller Road is
suitable for a multifamily
development. It’s located in
a transitional area just
south of Frankie’s Fun
Park, across from two in-
dustrial sites and bordered
by single-family houses.
In discussions with the

city, Prestwick has revised
its plan from four-story
units to a mix of two-and-
three-story units, said Pe-
ter Nomikos, Mauldin’s
building official.
An entrance would be lo-

cated across from Thou-
sandOaksBoulevard anda
deceleration lane is pro-
posed, though Mauldin of-
ficials want them to build a
left-turn lane onto Thou-
sand Oaks Boulevard in-
stead, Nomikos said.
City Council is sched-

uled to vote on the first of
two readings Dec. 20.

Mauldin
considers
apartment
complex
New market-rate units would be
in mix of 2-, 3-story buildings

By Nathaniel Cary
STAFF WRITER
ncary@greenvillenews.com

Two-year-old half-
brothers Chuma and
Saied, two male African li-
ons, made their debut Fri-
day at Greenville Zoo.
The lions arrived last

week from the Riverbanks
Zoo in Columbia on a
breeding loan recommen-
dation from the American
Zoo and Aquarium Associ-
ation’s Species Survival
Plan program.
“Chuma and Saied have

adjusted extremely well to
their new environment,”

Greenville Zoo Director
Jeff Bullock said. “The pair
are young and extremely
energetic, and zoo guests
will enjoy watching them
play and showing off their
individual personalities.”
A welcome event is

scheduled for today to cele-
brate the lions’ arrival, and
children will be admitted
free with a paid adult ad-
mission from 1-2 p.m.
The zoo’s last exhibited

lions were recently moved
back to their original home
at theCatoctinWildlifePre-
serve and Zoo in Thur-
mont, Md.

December comes in
like a lion at zoo
By John Adam Wickliffe
STAFF WRITER
awickliffe@greenvillenews.com
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