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Felsie Harris, a homeowner and president of the Haynie Sirrine Neighborhood Association, waters some of the many plants
around her home in Chicora Crest.

Pride of

PLACE
Affordable homes
provide stability

PAY A VISIT
See more homes in Chicora Crest at
GreenvilleOnline.com.

By E. Richard Walton
STAFF WRITER

erwalton@greenvilleonline.com

The Chicora Crest development, within walking
distance of Fluor Field, is
the most recent example of
affordable housing being
built in Greenville neighborhoods as the city partners with builders such as
Homes of Hope.
Representatives of the
city and Homes of Hope
say these developments
help residents find attractive homes.

The city’s partner for
Chicora Crest, Homes of
Hope is a nonprofit specializing in housing for low-income families and the
homeless.
The
three-bedroom
Chicora Crest homes are
designed for renters and
homeowners and are generally priced to sell at
$140,000-$160,000 or to
rent for about $600 a
month, according to Don
Oglesby, executive direcSee
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Steve Lorch,
from left, Paul
Kumler and Jon
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the stages in
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White said a long debate
also has centered on how
large a government’s reserve fund needs to be and
said the rating indicates it
doesn’t need to be “overly
large” to get the highest
credit rating.
Ridberg credited the city
for balancing operations
with “solid reserves.”
The city’s current policy
requires a minimum reserve that’s 20 percent of
the general fund budget at
the end of the fiscal year.
This year, 20 percent would
amount to about $13 million, while the city expects
to close the books on the
year ended June 30 with
closer to $15 million in reserve, Robey said.
An anecdotal survey
Sudduth did a couple years
ago showed no other cities
in the region with 20 percent reserve policies, and
some without any reserve
policy at all, he said.
He noted that S&P went
beyond the city’s general
fund budget to look at special funds, tax districts, different streams of revenue
and investments, and that
he’s confident the AAA rating confirms wise spending choices.
In a state where the unemployment rate is among
the highest in the country,
White said it’s been a “real
challenge” to maintain
Greenville’s
economic
lights, but that the city has
used the doldrums to plan
projects now materializing.
Fitch has already given
the city a AAA rating, while
officials are waiting to hear
from Moody’s, Robey said.

The Chicora
Crest development, which is
within walking
distance of Fluor
Field, typifies
the move to
build attractive,
affordable housing in Greenville’s neighborhoods.
MYKAL MCELDOWNEY /
Staff
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tor of Homes of Hope.
“We’re big on integrating
homes for renting and ownership,” he said.
He said that for the past
12 years his Christianbased organization has
built 350 homes in Greenville and its suburbs similar
to those now being built in
Chicora Crest.
The organization finances the homes from grants
and low-interest loans, he
said.
Oglesby said because
his group is nonprofit, renters and homeowners don’t
have to pay as much for the
homes as they would ordinarily.
Jamie Bunney, a renter,
said she moved to Chicora
Crest with her family and
three dogs two years ago.
“This is one of the nicest
places I’ve ever lived,” she
said. “I love the fact that I
can walk my dog on Main
Street.” She lives about six
blocks from Fluor Field
where the Greenville Drive
baseball team plays.
Similarly, April Jones,
who lives with her son,
Malichi, 4, said she can’t
imagine finding a better or
more centrally located series of nicely designed
homes.
“We like them,” she said.
“He has his own room.”
Felsie Harris, a home-
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owner and president of the
Haynie Sirrine Neighborhood Association, said she
really enjoys living in a
neighborhood where she
has lived most of her life.
“They’re just well-built,”
she said.
Harris said the neighborhood was once filled with
what she called “gun barrel-style” homes.
“They were old and dilapidated,” she said. “You
could stand in the front and
could see to the back.”
Chicora Crest is a small
housing development that
is part of a subdivision of
the better-known HaynieSirrine neighborhood.
Many drivers on Augusta or Church streets zip by
the two adjacent communities, perhaps seeing neither.
The development is next
door to the high-rise Scott
Towers.
The city and the nonprofit said their partnership is
mutually beneficial.
“Homes of Hopes approached us about building
in the neighborhood,” said
Ginny Stroud, head of community development for
the city.
She said 17 of the proposed 29 homes that the
master plan outlines for
Chicora Crest are already
constructed.
Oglesby said the homes
are designed so that it’s
hard to distinguish a rental
from one that’s owner-occupied. He said putting
low-income families next to

middle-income ones provides stability for both.
“The idea is that you
can’t tell which is which,”
he said.
Stroud said the city has
worked with Homes of
Hope on projects such as in
West Greenville and other
neighborhoods that are undergoing similar transformations. She said the city
developed a major blueprint for the neighborhood
in 2002 and then razed the
houses in disrepair.
Bunney once lived on the
Eastside. She said she likes
her location in the city. “It’s
close to everything and
downtown,” she said.
Rick Quinn, of Quinn Satterfield Builders, said his
firm has constructed the 17
homes in the development.
Quinn, who also built
Pendleton West, said if
Chicora Crest were built in
the suburbs, homes would
probably sell for about
$180,000.
Oglesby said there are
about four homes on the
market. When those are
sold, six more will be constructed, he said.
Jones, employed for 14
years by a retailer on Woodruff Road, said she
couldn’t have asked for a
better opportunity. “These
came at a good time,” she
said.
“A lot of the people grew
up together. Some of us go
to the same church. I’ve
lived here all my life. We
plan on being here for a
while.”
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