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faith-based program that
provides affordable ren-
tal housing and home
ownership opportunities
to low-income residents.

It also provides job
training to men in the
Greenville Rescue Mis-
sion’s Overcomers pro-
gram or other, similar
addiction-recovery pro-
grams. The training is
provided in three phases
that can ultimately turn
into jobs for the men as
Homes for Hope contrac-
tors.

Certainly Homes for
Hope isn’t the only orga-
nization that’s working
hard to turn around
some of the roughest
neighborhoods in Green-
ville. However, its latest
successful project offers
a striking example of
what’s possible when
residents, the city and
nonprofits join forces to
make life better for resi-
dents of Greenville’s
most challenged com-
munities.

T he latest Homes of
Hope project that
has transformed a

once crime-ridden West
Greenville neighborhood
into a hopeful sanctuary
within the city offers a
good example of what can
result from a partnership
between a nonprofit orga-
nization and city planners.

Homes of Hope has
recently finished Kings
View Pointe, a develop-
ment of 20 Charleston-
style duplexes and seven
new single-family homes
in a neighborhood that
had once attracted drug
dealers and gangs,
according to a recent
Greenville News report.

Residents were eager to
be rid of run-down du-
plexes in the former
Queens Court and to
eliminate areas that shel-
tered criminal activity.
The West Greenville
Neighborhood Associa-
tion and the city of Green-
ville developed a plan that
would replace the duplex-

es with the new homes,
eliminate cul de sacs
where crime tended to
occur and build new
streets and tree-lined
sidewalks.

Homes of Hope then
stepped in and helped
make the vision a reality.
The total cost over five
years of work was more
than $3 million, more
than double what Homes
of Hope spends on a
typical project, according
to the newspaper report.

Homes of Hope execu-
tive director Don Ogles-
by said in a recent Green-
ville News report that the
city and residents were
vital to this effort.

The result is a 180-
degree shift from what
this neighborhood used
to be.

Ginny Stroud, the
community development
administrator for the city
called the new neigh-
borhood a “real gateway
into the community.”

“It’s a great example of

bringing together good
quality rental with home-
ownership opportunities,
which was what the com-
munity really wanted to
see,” Stroud told The
News.

Just as importantly,
Homes of Hope provides
an opportunity for men
recovering from addic-
tions to learn a skill and
it does so while creating
homes for people who
might not otherwise be
able to afford them.

The newspaper in-
terviewed one struggling
family that was having
difficulty finding a home
because of multiple chal-
lenges but now resides
in a new duplex at Kings
View Pointe.

Marilyn Stephens said
in the newspaper report,
“Sometimes I sit outside
and you don’t see any
cars, and you don’t hear
any people and you look
at the stars. It’s amaz-
ing.”

Homes of Hope is a
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Greenville rallied
around playground

On Oct. 3, over 1,300
community volunteers
completed a unique, in-
novative project at A.J.
Whittenberg Elementary
School of Engineering in
downtown Greenville:
A.J.’s Playground. A.J.’s
Playground was designed
by the students of A.J.
Whittenberg Elementary,
funded by public and
private donors, and built
in five days by community
volunteers. This project
highlights one of Green-
ville’s many amazing at-
tributes: the ability to rally
around a positive endea-
vor to benefit our students
and community. In a little
over two months, over
1,300 volunteers signed up
to help build the student-
designed playground;
$150,000 was raised (led
by grassroots contribu-
tions and larger gifts by
Bi-Lo Charities and the
city of Greenville); local
restaurants donated food
for volunteers; families
and corporations such as
Home Depot and Blue
Eagle supplied tools and
equipment for the build.
The result of such com-
munity support was not
only a playground for the
students and downtown
communities, but also a
symbol for how A.J. Whit-
tenberg Elementary
School, and its neighbor
the Kroc Center, operate
as community organiza-
tions.

We want to thank all
those involved, especially
the community volunteers
who came out to build the
children’s dream play-
ground. To see the sheer
joy of students playing on
the playground they de-
signed for the first time
legitimized the countless
hours so many devoted to

A.J.’s Playground.
A.J.’s Playground is

truly a model of com-
munity engagement and
we hope that, as a united
community, we continue
to embrace projects that
make a difference. As
Mrs. Elaine Whittenberg
Boyce, daughter of Mr.
A.J. Whittenberg, said
before the playground’s
grand opening, Mr. Whit-
tenberg was a devoted
member of the commun-
ity and would have been
very proud. Thank you
again, Greenville.

Helen and Ansel Sanders
Greenville

Haley doesn’t fit
at Clemson event

Recently, I opened my
newspaper and saw the
announcement of an event
to be held Oct. 15 at Clem-
son University entitled,
“Entrepreneurship To-
morrow,” in which Nikki
Haley is one of the fea-
tured speakers.

I don’t object to political
candidates appearing at
Clemson or on any other
campus. That’s the place
where ideas should be
discussed and debated.
But the notion that Nikki
Haley would be featured
as an example of entrepre-
neurship is a stretch, in
my opinion. Reports have
recently been all over the
media that she failed to
turn in her income and
withholding taxes on time.
And, until she started
running for governor, had
a high paying job
($100,000-plus per year)
for a hospital foundation in
Lexington.

If Nikki Haley is appear-
ing at Clemson for a politi-
cal speech — fine! But
don’t put the university
seal of approval on it and
call it something else!

Jim Palmer
Clemson

U.S. Senate needs
people like Snoad

The article in the Oct.
7 edition of The Green-
ville News reporting the
write-in Senate bid by
Greg Snoad was a breath
of fresh air for me.
Greg’s statements about
his bid and the learning
experience it will provide
for all of us gave me
reason to hope for a real
change in the political
wars we fight among
ourselves.

Greg is an intelligent,
well-informed, articulate
young man who has a
real vision for a demo-
cratic America that many
of us pray for. His words
— “common ground,”
“civil debate,” and “com-
promising” — are words
we hear far too seldom.
We need Greg Snoad
and others like him in
the United States Senate.
I, for one, will write his
name in on my ballot,
and I encourage all
South Carolinians who
want a fair, informed
senator who can move
this country forward to
do the same.

Marilyn Koon Hendrix
Simpsonville

The writer is a former
principal of Mauldin
High School and former
Greenville County school
trustee.

Unions protect
bad teachers

When put on the defen-
sive by the documentary,
“Waiting for Superman,”
Randi Weingarten, presi-
dent of the American
Federation of Teachers,
said she agreed that our
students deserved good
teachers and that poor
ones needed to go, but we
needed to mentor, train
and provide development
programs to those not
making the grade. Trans-
lation: Throw more dollars
at the problem.

When President Barack
Obama was asked for his
thoughts on the problems
presented in the bomb-
shell film, he said that we
could not tolerate poor
teachers and some may
have to go. But, first we
had to provide support,
training and development
for those in need. Trans-
lation: Throw more dollars
at the problem.

At the birth of our in-
dustries, unions were
needed to protect those
who were near helpless
and being abused. For
some workers today
unions may still be neces-
sary. However, our teach-
ers are well educated and
good teachers deserve to
be differentiated from the
poor and do not require

union protection.
Yes, I know that to

eliminate teachers
unions is near impossi-
ble. But we can hold our
administrators, public
officials and union lead-
ers accountable to design
a fair, measurable and
timely evaluation system
to remove the ill-
equipped and the dead-
wood. This would allow
us to better pay our out-
standing teachers. We
can do this without
throwing more dollars at
the problem.

Margaret Manning
Greer
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W hile much of
Washington was
preoccupied

Thursday evening by the
contrast between the
unacceptable and the
profoundly uncomfortable
— the first televised de-
bate between Majority
Leader Harry Reid and
his challenger, Sharron
Angle — a different scene
was unfolding in a hotel
ballroom here.

The Hudson Institute
gave a dinner honoring its
former president, Indiana
Gov. Mitch Daniels, with
the award named for its
founding intellect, Her-
man Kahn.

Several hundred con-
servative men and wom-
en, many of them fellow
intellectuals, listened as a
parade of thinkers praised
Daniels, who used the
evening as an informal
launch of what may be his
presidential candidacy in
2012.

It was in every respect
the opposite of the specta-
cle that came out of Ne-
vada. There, Democrats
and Republicans alike
cringed as they watched
their supposed champi-
ons mangle policy ques-
tions and personal ex-
changes in a fashion that
would have been embar-
rassing for high school
debaters.

How did Nevada end
up with two such inept
candidates?

Back in Washington,
the luxury of having a
thoughtful presidential
contender was striking
for everyone hearing
Daniels.

The one-time Reagan
White House political
director and Bush White
House budget chief is not
your run-of-the-mill intel-
lectual. His style is to be
down-home, but his rec-
ord of accomplishment is
dazzling.

The turnout was a re-
minder that during the
Reagan and Bush years
the Republican Party
mustered battalions of
policy wonks who were at
least the equal of their
Democratic counterparts.

Most of them have
retired to think tanks and
law firms now, but they
are plainly eager to get
back into the battle if
Daniels summons them
to the 2012 campaign.

The notables who
turned out to honor the
Indiana governor suggest
that politically, all of these
associations may be prob-
lematic.

Former Vice President
Dan Quayle, now re-
moved from Indiana to
Arizona, introduced his
former colleague with
warm words of praise.

A spotlight caught for-
mer Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld offering
his congratulations to
Daniels as well.

One could not help but
think that if the Demo-
crats were filming this
session, they would dwell
on Daniels’ links to those
two figures from the Re-
publican past, rather than
the policy gurus who
filled the room.

Still, in a party where a
candidate like Angle can
be the nominee against
the majority leader, brains
are clearly a precious
commodity.

What we saw in Wash-
ington Thursday night
was a reminder that de-
spite the occasional ap-
pearance, Republicans do
not lack in that regard.

David Broder
Columnist

Daniels
takes
first step

I don’t know if there’s a
hell, but if it exists,
Rev. Fred Phelps and

other members of the
Westboro Baptist Church
deserve a place. In this
world, their repulsive
actions are shielded by
the Constitution.

Phelps and his Topeka,
Kan., flock believe that
“God is cursing America”
and killing U.S. soldiers
for assorted sins, includ-
ing homosexuality, di-
vorce and adultery. They
have come up with a
particularly offensive way
of delivering their mes-
sage: protesting at the
military funerals with
signs such as “Thank
God for Dead Soldiers”
and “You’re Going to
Hell.”

The church members
protested outside the
Westminster, Md., funeral
of Marine Lance Cpl.
Matthew Snyder, killed in
Iraq in 2006, and followed
up with an “epic” poem
on the Web asserting that
Snyder’s parents “raised
him for the devil,” and
that “God rose up Mat-
thew for the very purpose
of striking him down.”

Snyder’s father, Albert,
sued for intentional in-
fliction of emotional dis-
tress and invasion privacy.
A jury awarded $11 mil-
lion but a federal appeals
court overturned the
damages, ruling that the
statements, while “utterly
distasteful,” were protect-
ed by the First Amend-
ment because they “in-
volve matters of public
concern.”

The Supreme Court
heard Snyder’s appeal
earlier this month, and
the justices seemed torn
about how to resolve the
case — or, perhaps more
important, the implica-
tions of how they resolve
it for other free speech
cases.

“I fully accept you’re
entitled in some circum-
stances to speak about
any political issue you
want,” said Justice Sonia
Sotomayor. “But what’s
the line between doing
that and then persona-
lizing it and creating hard-
ship to an individual?”

I’m doubtful that line
can be adequately drawn,
which is why the appeals
court was correct in
throwing out the damage
award. But I also think
this case is less agonizing
than meets the eye.

The most appalling part
of Westboro’s conduct is
“hijacking solemn funeral
proceedings for their own
hateful purposes at the
expense of grieving
American families,” as a
friend-of-the-court brief
filed on Snyder’s behalf
by the attorneys general
of 48 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia put it.

Yet there is another
way to protect the sancti-
ty of funerals and to
shield grieving families
than to sock protesters
with million-dollar dam-
age awards. Indeed, as
the states themselves
point out, the federal
government and 46 states
have enacted laws that
regulate protests around
funerals.

The court has long
permitted such “time,
place and manner” re-
strictions as consistent
with the First Amend-
ment. The justices could
easily throw out the dam-
age award without threat-
ening the viability of
these statutes.

Ruth Marcus
Columnist

Offensive
speech
protected
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